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Only Changes Will Be in Audiences,  AECORA STASON| CL (High Cost of Liz) Coverage: 
So Whos on First in TV Sprint? 


Say R&H of 


“It's flattering. but inconven-¢ 
ient.” That's the reaction of Os- 
car Hammerstein 2d te the tepid 
critical recertion last week to “Me | 
and Juliet." Tepedity stemmed |} 
from what was én unanimous | 
greater expectancy on tie part of 
the aisle-sitters. ; 

Audiences at the second-night 
and subsequent performances at 
the Majestic, N. Y., have been 
much more enthusiastic than at 
the premiere, according ta Ham- 
merstein, who authored the show's 
book and lyrics and is partnered 
with composer Richard Rodgers as 
producer. But to the question ,of , 
whether any further revisions had 
been made in the musical, he re-, 
plied, “No, the only change has} 
been in the audiences.” 

Despite the let-down notices, the | 
author-composers count on the 
favorable word-of-mouth comment 
and the radio-TV exploitation by | 
NBC, whose related RCA Victor | 
has a $187.500 investmen{ in the | 
$300,000 venture, to put it over at) 
the boxoffice. Barrage of spot; 
commercials has already started. 
In addition, the recording com- 
pany reports advance sales of 117,- 
000 copies of Perry Como’s platter 
of “Keep It Gay” and “No Other 
Love,” two potential hit songs 
from the show. cast al- 
bum of the show is being rushed 











Clients Cut Rates 
On Godfrey Surgery 


Little-known angle of Arthur 
Godfrey's absence is that his spon- 
sors are enjoying rebates because 
he’s away. Contract agreement 
calls ior the clients to get any dif- 
ference between his salary and 
that of replacements. 

Network, admitting the rebates, 
says on some programs there has | 
been no client savin, which may 
be a surprise to Godfrey. 

Godfrey, reeovering from an op- 
eration on his right hip, has de- 
cided he has enough mobility and 
is skipping ‘with the doctor's 
okay) the left-hip operation. He 
expects to be back at AM-TV week 
of Aug. 1. 


Nets’ $25,000,000 
In New TY Sales 
Over Five Weeks 


Last week in April and the | 








(Continued on page 22) 
‘month of May will go down as one 
jof the most productive periods. | 


NY. Lensers Censor Self oe ‘ in television seems 
To Bar TV Dugout Shots {Sher wo secrde with new bust 
the fall. not to mention 

Of Dem Bums’ Rhubarbs ===: 


renewals, next season should loom 
sf Feb as a prosperous one not only for | 
Repetition of the incident last NBC and CBS but for the two les- 
week in Philadelphia, where a tele-| ser webs, ABC and DuMont. New 
vision camera caught Brooklyn pbysiness racked up by all four in 
Dodger pitcher Russ Meyer making the past five weeks totals around 
vulgar gestures from the dugout. | $25 000,000. ya 

isn't likely to occur in New York.) (Ciosely following announcement 
according to directors of the cam- py CBS of a record $4,750,000 in 
era crews that cover Dodger games new business the last week in April 
for WOR-TV and Giant and Yankee | and NBC's disclosure to affiliates 


tilts for WPIX. 


Flourishing foreign market for 
American pix in 1953 stands to 
yield distribs a record $150,000,000 
in cash, with all indications point- 
ing towards a general easing of 


Crix-Sluffed ‘Juliet’ FAS. FILMS 


economic barriers that retard the | 


flow of film dollars to New York. 

Estimate of a $150,000,000 take 
was provided this week by Motion 
Picture Assn. of America execs, on 
the basis of both the current earn- 
ings volume during the first five 
months of ‘53 and the MPAA’s 
ability to unlatch sizable sums of 
coin frozen in various 
abroad. 

It represents an increase of more 
than $10,000,000 over 52 which. 
according to still unofficial figures, 
netted the industry anywhere be- 
tween $138.000,000 and $140- 
000,000 in actual remittances. Pre- 
vious high point had been in 1946, 
when the foreign market delivered 
$142,000,000. The next year wit- 


|messed a sharp drop to $124- 


000,000, and the remittance curve 
has been erratic ever since, dipping 
as low as $110,000,000 in 1950. 


tribs still must fight hard for the 
right to convert their earnings, 
MPAA execs familiar with the mar- 
ket abroad believe that there has 
been a definite change in foreign 
governments’ position on disposi- 
tion of film coin, an improvement 
which they ascribe to a deepening 
realization that pix can not be fixed 
as clearly in exchange’ planning as 
steel, cotton or wheat. 


There is an increasing tendency | expectedly with a UA management 


among governments, while limiting 

fixed doliar remittances, to author- 

ize expanded uses of frozen Amer- 
(Continued on page 13) 


WNBT in Middle 
Of Impy Hassle 





Meyer's gestures caused another 
rhubarb of a different kind follow- 
ing the one during which he was 
ejected from the ballgame and 
made the gestures from the dugout. 
First blast in the second contro 
versy came from Koger , di- 
rector of WFIL-TV, which 
the Philly games. Clipp was quoted 
as saying, “There are other per- 
sons besides the station affected by 
this display—the sponsor and the 
ball club. I assume some disciplin- 
pr action is contemplated. We are 
always alert to t such 
penings.” i 8 

, Clipp’s statement drew the fire 
of Dodger manager Chuck Dressen, 
who replied, “They can’t be too 
aiert if they put their cameras in 
the dugout.” And baseball Com- 
missioner Ford Frick asserted that 
Phd Cameras have no business 

Sing on thi - 
the dugeute. ngs that happen” in 

Concerning N. Y. stations’ atti- 
tude on the question of maintain- 

(Continued on Page 63) 


last week of $9,000,000 in new busi- 
ness (not to mention $12,000,000 in| 
renewals), ABC and DuMont came | 
up with some records of their own. | 

(Continued on page 39) 


Femme Sky Pilot’s 
$8,000 Cleve. Take 





Cleveland, June 2. 
Boxoffice records at RKO Palace 
are being knocked gailey-west « ot 
by pix or vaude or closed-circuit 
telecasts but by a femme evangel- 
ist, whose fans start lining up in 
the lobby long before the sun rises. 
Hot crowd-puller is Kathryn 





Kuhiman. soul-saver from Pitts- 
buigh, who drew 10,200 into the 





first Sunday services in the down- 
town deluxer. Her pass-the-hat 


came to approximately $8,000. This | 


(Continued on page 56) 


3,300-capacity house during mod 


Just one day after announcing 
that Mayor Vincent Impellitteri 
would make a series of telecasts 
on New York city government, 
WNBT, NBC-TV’s flagship in N.Y.. 
found itself in the middle of a 
political hassle. Thomas J. , Cur- 
ran, Manhattan Republican leader. 
charged the program was a “cam- 
paign stunt” and demanded that 
the station give the opposition 


/equal time to answer “his politi- 


Biggest Since Aimee 


cal electioneering.” 

Charges came in a letter to 
Steve. Krantz, WNBT program 
manager, which threatened action 
before the FCC to secure equal 
facilities for the Republicans. Ted 
Cott, NBC v.p. in charge of 
o-and-o’s, said that Curran should 
listen to the show before pre- 
judging it. 

Series will have the Mayor us- 
ing films, stills and scale models 
in showing how various facets of 


take the government operate. Program 


will air 15 minutes weekly, on 
Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m. 


markets , 








This Is Shew Business’ 
As 206 Nitery Package 


William Morris Agency is in the 
process of negotiating a deal with 
Irving Mansfield, producer-creator 
of the CBS-TV “This Is Show 
Business,” whereby the package 
may be transformed into a nitery 
unit, built principally around Sam 
Levenson, one of the permanent 
panel members of the show. 

Morris agency is dangling a 
four-week Las Vegas booking, at 
$20,000 a week, as a come-on for 
the unit, with a Texas date to fol- 
low. Supplementing the “Show 
Business” TV format would be a 
lengthy contrib by Levenson, with 
at least one Hollywood femme 
mame as an added starter to the 
panel. 





Chaplin About To 


While it’s admitted that the dis- | 


Unload His 257, 
Interest m UA? 


Arthur B. Krim, president of 
United Artists, who has been on 


|an extended stay in Europe, is due 


back in N. Y. within another week. 


report on the possible acquisition 
of Charles Chaplin's 25% stock in- 
terest in the corporation. Krim has 
seen Chaplin while abroad, but has 


iyet to submit any formal report 
| back to the homeoffice. 


bent on unloading his U. S. prop- 





It's apparent .that Chaplin is 


erties. Further, it’s no secret that | 


ithe Krim-Robert Benjamin regime 


at UA would like to increase their 


50% of the stock holdings. (Mary 
Pickford owns the 25% balance.) 


+ 


The stratospheric verbiage and 
dollars poured into the sponsor-un- 
derwritten NBC and CBS-TV “jet 
coverage” of the Coronation went 
up in ether yesterday ‘Tues.). 
NBC's jet flight from Goose Bay, 
Labrador, went for naught; CBS’ 
competing jet came in late; and 
the real hero of the situation 
turned out to be ABC-TV, which, 
for two weeks, nad sat laconically 
back, having settled originally for 
an evening feed from the Canadian 
Broadcasting Co. facilities in Mon- 
treal. 


Amid a welter of charges. claims 
and countercharges, one fact stood 
out. The network-inspired ballyhoo 
for their privately-hired jets turned 
out to be so much hot air. since 
the Royal Air Force and Canadian 
Air Force jets carrying the BBC 
Coronation films frem London to 
Goose Bay to Montreal got there 


- first. 


ABC-TV started things off, decid- 
ing to use its already reserved 
A T & T facilities to Montreal in 
the afternoon when ic became evi- 
dent that Montreal would have the 
films on the air shortly after 4 p.m. 
NBC-TV, realizing that the Mon- 
treal feed would come on ahead of 
the NBC jet-transported prints, put 
in a call to ABC in N. Y. about 3 


| p.m., requesting permission to pick 
/up the CBC feed. Permission was 
| granted, and with NBC using the 


CBC feed, its highly heralded jet 
flight was wasted. 


Actua! films came on In N. Y. at 
4:15 p.m. over ABC. NBC claimed 
to have come on the air at 4:14 
with the same pickup, but ABC 


(Continued on page 39) 


Vegas Goes Vienna Via 
Melchior “Widow ’-‘Baron’: 
Pact Names Into Mid-Fall 


Las Vegas will get an aura of 





Deal by which amin, | °!d Vienna with a four-week book- 
et ai. took com cua aa not | ing of Lauritz Melchior at the Sa- 


contain any provisions pertaining | 
to a Chaplin buyout, it’s believed. | 





Bob Moses’ Commandment | 


| 


May Topple Coney’s Knishe | 


Reform has gripped a sizable por- 
tion of Coney Island, the poor 
man’s weekend wonderland, and 
axed are the grubby girl shows 
with their Babylonian bumps and 
balierinas are from Surf , 
Ave. and intersecting alleys be- 
cause of a ukase from the city fi- 
cense com 

Gone, for example, is the tan- 
talizing Tirza, who supposediy 
holds a plumber’s license and who 

(Continued on page 52) 


i 


hara Hotel. Inn is projecting a 
pair of operettas, “Merry Widow,” 
by Franz Lehar, and “Gypsy Ba- 
ron,” by Johann Strauss, with the 
Danish tenor pacted for the lead. 
Melchior has played the _ spot 
twice. Operetta season will start 
Sept. 22 with each opus getting a 
two-week run. 

Bill Miller, operator of the Ri- 
viera, Ft. Lee, N. J., who is book- 
ing the Sahara, has lined up 
enough additional headliners to 


‘last until November. Vaughn Mon- 


roe goes in June 30; Anna Maria 
Alberghetti, July 14; Marguerite 
Piazza, Gene Nelson and Harvey 
Stone, July 28; Jose Greco and 
Peggy Lee, Aug. 11; Vagabonds, 
Aug. 25: Martha Raye, Sept. 8; 
Horace Heidt, Oct. 20, and Judy 
Canova, Nov. 3. Christine Jorgen- 
Sen, previously set to work the spot 
around July 14, will get another 
dcte as soon as a new act is 


! worked out for her. 
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Show Biz ees Show of Lifetime i 


London: A Cameraman s Coronation’ 


A 





By HAROLD MYERS 


London, June 2. 

It turned out to be a camera 
man’s Coronation, with television | 
scooping the pool. The comment2- 
tors, except those covering for 
sound radio, had a comparatively 
simple job. as the pictures were 
far more eloquent than any words 
they could have uttered. Every 
mobile TV unit. more than 200 film 
men and thousands of still photogs 
were poised along the route to re- 
cord for the greatest audience ‘and 
for posterity) the greatest show. 

Today ‘Tues.}, Coronation Day. 
London was the focal point of the | 
world, alive with the excitement 
occasioned by the most spectacular. | 
costly production of a lifetime. The 
nerve centre of the British Empire 
has never looked so gay, and en- 
thusiastic crowds who have stayed 
up all night to catch a glimpse of 
the procession, were among the 
most vociferous of the cheerlead- 
ers. 

The Cevomation decorations, not 
only aienmg the route but through- 
out the entire West End, have mag- 
netized streams of - out-ofttowners 
into London, Causing the biggest 
traffic chaos in living memory. It 
was a timely warning to Scotland 
Yard, which put into operation 
their specially-prepared blueprint 
to insure that VIPs reached West- 
minster Abbey and other strategic 
points in good time for today’s cer- 
emony. It was also a warning to 
show biz entrepreneurs that, given 
good weather, the free counter-at- 
tractions of the next few weeks will 
likely be a more powerful lure than 
most firm and legit entertainments. 
The boxoffice landslide during last 
week's heatwave pointed the shape 
of things to come. 

Present intention is to keep the 
Coronation decorations plus the 
floodlighting. which is due to be 
switched on tonight : Tues), in posi- | 

(Continued on page 22) 


Balmy Brit. Galleryites 
Boo Blaine But ‘Dolls’ 
London, June 2. | 

There were a few boos at the end | 
of the first performance of “Guys | 
and Dolls” at the Coliseum last 
Thursday (28), but they found 
little echo in the national press re- 
views the following morning. On 
the whole, critical reaction was en- 
thusiastic and there is little doubt 
that this latest Broadway musical 
is set for a long, prosperous run. 

The Feuer & Martin production 
is presented locally by Prince 
Littler by arrangement with Wil- 
liamson Music and the principal 
roles are filled by members of the 
original Broadway cast. Vivian 
Blaine, Sam Levene and Jerry 
Wayne are the thrée stars brought 
over from \merica, with Licbe‘h 
Webb as the lone British repre- 
sentati-'e in a leading rele. 

That an enthusiastic reception 
was marred by a few dissident gal- 
leyrites was, in the view of experi- 
enced firstnighters, due to the pre- 
ponderance of Americans on the 
stage. It was not so much ar anti- 
American demonstration as an ex- 
ample of misplaced British pride 
and patriotism. Throughout the 
production each of the stars in 
turn had received a rapturous ova- 
tion and there was prolonged 

(Continued on page 23) 
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No Pic for Caesar, Coca 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Sid. Caesar and Imogene Coca, 
failing to find time or the right 
story. have abandoned the idea of 
costarring in a Hollywood film this 
summer. : 
The team will stay east, vacation- 
ing until the fall resumption of 
“Your Show of Shows.” 


Kids on Vidpix: Lotsa 
Robust Action, But You 
Don’t Have to Kill ’Em 


Bloodletting and killing aren't 
necessary ingredients of adventure- 
type vidpix, actor-writer-producer 
Desmond Slattery has discovered. 
Slattery, who showed the pilot film 
of his “Tales of Robin Hood” 
vidpix series to agencies around 
N. ¥.; found he was invariably get- 





jting suggestions for more killing 


in the pix from agency toppers. 
He decided to find out the kiddies’. 
reaction for himself, and set up a 
sneak preview of the film iast week 
at the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy 
Home for Children in the Bronx. 


Film was shown to some 300 
children. ranging in age from six 
to 18. Kids were then questioned, 
as a group and in age brackets, 
and Slattery found that simple, 
robust action (jumping out of a 
tree to knock a man off a horse, 
for example) produced just as 
much excitement and satisfaction 
for the moppets as killing off a 
villain. 

Slattery did find, however, that 


a fancy musical score, consisting | 


of a multi-taped lute, passed over 
the kids’ heads, but was noticed 
by the adults present. Likewise, his 


|method of introducing the action 
|via a troubador made the children | 


|a little impatient but met with | pati 


adult approval. Conclusion by Slat- 
tery: give the kids clean, robust 
action without the fancy produc- 
tion trimmings. 

Slattery’s currently setting up a 
sponsorship deal with two firms 


| bearing the Robin. Hood label in 


their brand names. He plans to 
syndicate the series outside the 
sponsors’ sales areas via United 
Television Programs. Pilot, in 
black-and-white and color, was 
made by Robin Hood Productions 
on the Coast. Slattery wrote, pro- 
duced and acted the lead in the 
pic. 


JOAN BLONDELL HEADS 
NEW NITERY PACKAGE 


Hollywood, June 2. 

Joan Blondell has been set to 
headline a nitery package being 
put together by Sammy Lewis, 
whose previous units have included 
the Jimmy McHugh “Singing 
Stars,” Edward Arnold and Mari- 
lyn Maxwell. Miss Blondell’s unit 
is tentatively slated to open July 
27 at the Last Frontier, Las Vegas. 
Lewis is setting surrounding talent 
now. 

Lewis also is building a unit 
around George Raft, who'll open 
late in the summer ir Las Vegas, 
and has a package consisting of 
Willie Shore, Rose Marie and the 
Continentals bowing at the Flamin- 
go, Las Vegas, June 11, 
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C-Day on TV 


It’s obvious that the magic of television gave the American 
public—and the world—a better picture of the Coronation than 
the many whe journeyed to London for C-Day. 


As befits the function of this truly electronic wonder of post- 
mideentury the magic carpet of the zoomar lens and the image 
orthicon has made kings and commoners Kin. In relatively 
little time even the jet plane will be eliminated in the transmis- 
sion of farflung events direct into the American home regardless 
of oceanic spans. 


Peace treaties and war fronts have been brought into the 
parlor—and fittingly the Greatest Show ofemodern times has 
been a crowning glory in the diadem of TV’s magical accomplish- 
ments. A closeup of history in the making in our times is to- 
day’s privilege to the many, not the few, thanks to television. 
Yesterday's events brought this into sharp focus as perhaps no 
previous video event has done until June 2, 1953. There never 
again can be room for cloudy history under such graphic spot- 
lighting for every man, woman and child to see, hear and inter- 
pret in his or her own light. 











HORACE HEIDT 
FOR LUCKY STRIKE 
Under Personal ent 


Managem 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave, New York 


At 7 
Adel. 
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‘Show Biz Honored by Liz; 
Gielgud, Others Knighted 


} 
London, June 2. 


New Govt. Agency | Eight individuals from various 


branches of the entertainment field May Affect Many 
To Absorb V oice, were accorded recognition in 
Info Pix Setup 


tof Coronation honors published Washington, June 2 

yesterday (Mon.). David E. Grif-| The first challenge by the Gov- 

fiths, president of the Kinemato-| ernment of a capital gains deal 

—_ a oon rg pice: | arising from the CBS talent raids 

chairman of the Hoya’ Air *orce! in 1948 will be heard before U. S 

Cinema ong > 7 ms as Was | Tax Court in Los Angeles July 6 

: actor John Gielgu _|im the case of Jack and Mary 

Washington, June 2. Benjamin Britten, whose “Glori-| Benny vs. the Commissionef of In- 
President Eisenhower told Con- | 2na” opera, written for the Corona-) ternal Revenue. 

gress yesterday (Mon.) he plans | {o0e, Bas Sn i I _Depositions will be taken in 

| to create a new, overall foreign in-| made Companion of Honor, while | N€W York this week. to avoid the 

| formation agency, which would in- | mecessity for appearance at the 

|clude such items as Voice of 

|America and the Informational 

| Pix setup. Reorganization plan 

| will become effective in 60 days, if 

|not vetoed in the meantime by 

| either House of Congress. 

Dr. Robert L. Johnson, now ad- 





i 
| 








Benny's Tax Rap 


; 








i . “s 
'film director David Lean and actor trial in L. A., of William S. Paley, 


| Alistair Sim were named Com-| 

saanders of the British Empire. gM chairman, and George 

|Awards of Officer of the British | W- Whiteside. general counsel for 

‘Empire went to S.-Joly de Lotbi-| A™ericam Tobacco Co. A deposi- 
tion from American Tobacco prexy 


iniere, chief of BBC-TV’s outside ‘ 
| broadcasts, as well as to Joan Ham- | — A. Hahn will be taken next 


mond and Darrell Fancourt, Gil- 





|ministrator of State Dept’s In-| bert & Sullivan singer with the) Issue in the case is whether the 
ternational Information Adminis-|D’Oyly Carte Co. | Bennys were entitled to claim a 
‘tration, will probably head the | oe | long term capital gain of $266,657 





agency, whose top policy direction 

|would, however, remain in the 

hands of the Secretary of State. 
New agency will absorb the in-/| 


onal and propaganda work | 


| 
' 


| from the installment sale in De- 
| cember, 1948, to CBS and Colum- 
| bia Records, Inc., of 3,000 shares 
,of Amusement Enierprises, Inc., 
| which Benny purchased in March 

of 1947 and held for investment 
| purposes until sold. 


Coronation Songs 
Galore mn 1911 B.T. 
(Before Television) 


By JIM WALSH $364,000 More, Says Gevt. 


Yesterday (Tues.) was a big day| Government claims that, in ad- 
for Her Majesty's loyal subjects | dition to $309,950 paid by Benny 
when Elizabeth Il was crowned no yor ms a should 

ween of Great Britain and the | [#V© Paice ; : t contends 
British Empire. But the pop song | ‘#* bpm receipts for profes- 
publishers and platter purveyors | roy ype ter ge Fy gn be increased 
gave the event scant attention com- | ¥> . mi pr stock pe ground 
pared to the excitement they | ‘8! Sale a uid not be 
whipped up when Elizabeth's grand- | Teconized and that the total 
father, George V, tried on the| *™ount he received was business 
crown for size in June 1911—42, ee 
years ago. Peg to ——. filed by 

As far as the record companies 2®®"¥. Amusement terprises 
are concerned, the feason for the “#8 incorporated in 1947 in Cali- 
relative lack of hoopla is easy to f°™mia with 10,000 shares of com- 
; understand. Forty-odd years since, ™0® Stock, of which Benny bought 
closed over the weekend. Figure, the Britisher who couldn't station | 3-000 for $30,000. Remaining 
een Ly Rogge above the $21. | himself along the Coronation line | — Rate issued to Myrt T. 

: or the previous month of | : | Blum, yd Wright and Sylvan 
sak: Agel guesiots 36. the Reve. | °% march had to content himself er a mg 
nue Bureau generally reflect March | 


with patriotic music and “descri washed 
at the boxoffice. etition asserted that pursuant 


now handled by State Department's 
IIA, our official operations in oc- 
|cupied territory, Mutual Security | 
| Agency, and the Technical Cooper- 
ation Administration. 
| 


April Tax Yield | 
Drops By o00G 


Washington, June 2. 
April admissions tax yield was 
$25,160.354, a drop of $600,000 from 
the same period of the preceding 
year, Internai Revenue Bureau dis- 








| 
' 





ois yer ed on disks and cylin- | ‘ apes = 
. ers, supplemented perhaps by a‘ am agreement November, 
It’s estimated that 70 to 75% | scene or two in a rainy ea film. | 1948, CBS agreed to buy from 
of the bite comes from motion pic- | In 1953, radio and TV brought the | Benny and other stockholders all 
tures. | highlights into almost every home. | amusement stock at the rate of 

In the nitery bailiwick, the 20° | As for the song publishers, they | $452 a share or a total of $2.260.- 
nick of checks brought $3,870,731, | recognize that, for better or worse, | 900, payable in installments. Ben- 
a little better than the month be-/ the topical tune is largely a thing Y's share of initial $500,000 in- 





1952. 
New York’s big Third Internal 


homeoffices of many entertainmen? 
enterprises throughout the nation, 
took in $3,2°7,905 in genera! ad- 
missions taxes, almost the same 
figure-as for the previous month. 
Manhattan's night spois paid Uncle 
Sam $278,750, which was far back 


month. 





Humphrey Hints 20% Tax 
May Be Cut Next April 


Washington, June 2. 
F‘senhower Administration may 
be willing to support reduction or 
elimination of the 20% admission 
tax effective next year, it was 
hinted yesterday (1) by Sec, of 

Treasury George M. Humphrey. 
Appearing before the House 
Ways & Means Committee, in sup- 
port of the Administration plan to 
extend the excess profits tax until 
the end of 1953, Humphrey replied 
to a query that he might go along 





fore the corresponding month for of the past. 


! 


Coronation went by default. For in- | 
Revenue District, which includes | 


the Broadway district and also the | 


of the $426,791 of the previous | 


stallment of purchase price of 
—_ was $300,000 or 60% of the 
total. 


| Wright, Blum. and O6cestreicher 
ords, Ltd., has a “Special Corona- | cording to the petition, which con- 
tion Release” for June. This in- | ducted an active business in pro- 
cludes 17 long-players, together ducing “several distinct radio 
with the first recording of an op- | Shows” and, among other things, 
era written especially for the Cor- 2 motion picture costing over 
onation. The lp’s amount to a re- | $750,000. 
view of British music throughout 
the nation’s history, including the 
first release of Vaughan Williams’ | 
“Pastorale Symphony.” 
There is also a smattering of pop 
stuff. Peter Maurice Music is re- 
viving Jimmy Kennedy's “Corona- 
tion Waltz,” which sold about 100.- 
000 copies in 1936, when Edward 
VIII took over briefly. A couple of 
other numbers of the same name 
have been issued, one written in 
1937 by two Americans, Mitchell | 


Parish and the late Peter De Rose. tures. Charles Laughton won a 
Other topical titles include “The | somewhat similar case in the Cir- 
Coronation Calypso,” “Coronation | cuit Court of Appeals in San 
~~ aac ma ap agg om Day,” | Francisco. 

“Coronation Polka,” “Coronation Benn i 
Rag,” “Al the World Is Coming to! Konieeiee eee mannine at 
London,” “In a Golden Coach|~ « and Liewellyn A. Luce of 
(There’s a Heart of Gold)”, “Let's Washington, D. C. The Govern- 


Not, of course, that this year’s 


| stance, London, the American sub- 


Amusement’s gross income in its 
first year totaled $1,348,000 and 
its net, before taxes, was $257,- 
| 000, the petition stated. 

Outcome ef the case, according 
to tax lawyers, will be very signi- 
ficant to the entertainment indus- 
try because many artists have 
made similar investments. In pre- 
vious disputes over capital gains 
allowances, the Delly Sisters set- 
tled their case afising from sale 
of story rights to Paramount Pic- 











with excise cuts effective next 
April. 


All Be Good Elizabethans” and | ‘’s case ndled 
“Pray For Me,” the latter inspired | Sectanan H. pe Fh of the L. rd 
(Continued on page 23) —_—| District Office of the B.LR. 
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PICTURES 





‘NEW ERA’ PIX UNDER ATTACK 








Legion's Expected ‘Moon’ Turndown M SALVATION Hollywood Playing a Guessing Game 
At Odds With Milder Legit Rating rR IS. STARA, On Size, Shape of Future Pix: Schary 


In a curious situation, National + 


Legion of Decency expectedly will | 
thumbsdown the Otto Preminger- | 
F. Hugh Herbert film production | 
of “Moon Is Blue” (UA) via a “C” 
rating, that is, objectionable in its 
entirety for all. Legion's official 


verdict hasn’t been made known | 


yet, the expectation being based 
largely on the fact that Holly- 
wood’s own Production Code Ad- 
ministration has nixed the pic for a 
seal of approval. 


Curious aspect is that the Le-| 
gion’s legit counterpart, the Catho- | 


lic Theatre Movement, whose moral 
appraisals are printed in the Catho- 
lic press, gave “Moon's” legit pro- 
totype a “B” classification—‘“ob- 
jectionable in part.” Same sizeup 


“Tarzan Revises 


was made of “South Pacific,” “Sta- 
lag 17,” “Cal! Me Madam,” “Guys | 
and Dolls,” “Top Banana,” “Paint 


Your Wagon” and others. 

Msgr. Patrick Masterson, direc- 
tor of the Legion, and about 10 
reps of the Catholic organization 
saw the film at a N. Y. screening 
last Thursday (28). Official an- 
nouncement on the pic is expected 
later this week. 


Meanwhile, United Artists, dis- | 


tributor of the pic, has set the pre- 
miere for June 22 at the Woods 
Theatre, Chicago: This is to be 
followed with openings the first 
week in July at the Victoria and 
Sutton Theatres, N. Y.; Rialto and 
Fox Wilshire, Los Angeles, and the 
(Continued on page 13) 


WB Burns as Oo-La-La 
Swim Suit Ad Fiddles 
With ‘Wax’; Wins Apology 


Columbus, June 2. 
A full-page ad by McKelvey’s 
store for Jantzen swim suits, which ' 
appeared in the May 17 Youngs- 
town Vindicator, mocking 3-D, 
“House of Wax,” polaroid spec- 
tacles and upped admission prices, | 





| court ruled that the dramatic core 





DOS Eyes Bernhardt Fe | 


David O. Selznick’s future pro- 
duction plans apparently include a 
pic based on the career of Sarah 
Bernhardt, the French legit star 
of years back. 

Producer has registered the title, 
“The Divine Sarah,” with the title | 
registration bureau of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. 





Plagiarism Law 


Hollywood, June 2. 

New chapter in the California 
plagiarism law has been written 
by the Supreme Court of the state 
in refusing a rehearing of the case 
filed against Sol Lesser and RKO 
by Ilse Lahn Weitzenkorn over 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain.” State’s 
highest tribunal refused to grant 
@ rehearing; thus polishing off pla- 
giarism aspect of case although 
contract angle remains to be 
argued. The court action reverses 
the decision in the Golding case, 
which has been California’s yard- | 
stick for many years. 


By refusing a rehearing, 


the 


or plot is not protectible per se. 
In this aspect, California’s legal 
position now agrees with those of | 


| other states in the union. Plaintiff | 


| which she contended was a copy of 


brought action from Warner Bros. | 


which resulted in a retraction. 

Robert A. Wile, exec secretary 
of the Independent Theatre Own- 
ers of Ohio, who called the ad “one 
of the most vicious pieces of copy 
we have ever seen,”’, notified War- 
ner Bros. immediately. 

The ad said: “Astounding fea- 
ture in natural vision opening to- 
morrow in our Sportswear Shop, 3- 
Dimensional Jantzens. Air-condi- 
tioned and in full color, a sure bet 
for winning any Oscar on the 
beach. What man in his right mind 
would want to view the ‘House of 


Wax’ when he could see you in | 


natural vision-stepping right out of 
the sand and waves, wearing the 
most super-colossal, scene-stealin 
Jantzen swim suits ever crea 

Prices on our 3-D! 


showing Starting tomorrow 
noon.” 


ABC to Start 106 Pilot 
Of MPAA Telepix Series 





American Broadcasting Co. is 


expected to get the greenlight this 
week from the film companies to 
start scripting and lensing the pilot 
pic for the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America-sponsored “Hollywood 
Parade” TV series. 


Draft of the agreement with ABC 
is now in the companies’ hands, 
with signature said to be “immi- 
nent.” Pilot, to cost $10,000, is still 
expected to have .-MPAA prexy 
Eric Johnston as emcee, and dis- 
tribs have been asked to submit 
the title of one film each for pos- 
sible use in the initial stanza. 

ABC, which has slotted the series 


for a fall bow and is anxious to 


pitch a pilot to sponsors as soon as 
possible, is talking“to Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund execs on the 
Coast to determine the extent of 
Payment to them. Contribution 
is part of the deal and a condition 
under which the Hollywood unions 
and guilds will go along with the 
venture. 


j 


‘enjoin the defendants from carry- 





.| with the defendants for product 
What's more, we didn’t up the ; and playing time “without discrimi- 
No tickets, no nation,” and from agreeing to al- 
waiting, no polaroids. Continuous | locate pix to Loew’s and RKO in 
at | | the N. Y. metropolitan area. 





'tract players appearing on tele- 





| Leigh, costars of the film, on both 





had contended her story, “Tarzan | 


in the Land of Eternal Youth” had | 


been rejected* by defendants, who | 
subsequently produced “Fountain,” 


her story. 


Skouras Chain Hits 


Majors, Except 20th, 
With $14,382,000 Suit 


Majors, with the exception of | 
20th-Fox, were slapped with a $14,- 
382,996 triple damage antitrust suit 
yesterday (Tues.). Action brought 
in N. Y. Federal Court on behalf 
of three N. Y. Skouras Theatre 
circuit houses, asked for an in- 
junction against the preferential 
Loew’s-RKO circuit product split. 

Court was further petitioned to 





ing out contracts, combinations and 
conspiracies; entering contracts 
with the purpose of depriving 
plaintiffs of the right to negotiate 


| today 


| ditional revenue to the filmeries 


| declared that 


jabout 3-D an 
| found was stimulating and encour- | 
| aging,’ 
| ney Balaban. 





For the Riverside Theatre, the; 
Broadway and Ninety-sixth Street | 
Co. asked damages totaling $3,187,- 
731 and Riverside Theatre Corp., 
$900,000. Broadway Varieties and 

(Continued on page 18) 


PAR IRKED AT U FOR NIX 
ON CURTIS ‘HOUDINI P.A. 


Paramount is burned at Univer- 
sal, in a switch from the varying 
film company policies anent con- 





Atlanta June 2. | 
In the most severe blow of its | 
e so far against Hollywood's | 
new techniques by a responsibly- 
placed industryite. Theatre Own- | 
ers Of America prexy Alfred Starr | 
(Tues.) branded 3-D as/ 
more of an instrument to bring ad- 
than a means to improve the | 
plight of exhibitors. Speaking be-| 
fore the joint convention here of | 
the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 


|ers and Operators of Georgia and | 


the Alabama Theatre Assn., Starr 
it’s “dangerous for } 
production and distribution to ad- 
vance and nourish the philosophy 
that in 3-D lies the salvation of | 
the industry. 

Pointing out that “we have al-| 
ready had examples of 3-D and} 
similar pictures that have done as 
poorly as they should have,” Starr 
charged it “has hurt us immeas- 
urably at the boxoffice because we 
have alienated steady patrons who 
have been disillusioned and have 
become suspicious of all ballyhoo.” 
Exhib leader termed as another 


lirritating factor the rentals de- 


manded by the film companies, | 
which he said “has been de- 
termined not by quality or cost 
but by a preconceived and inflated 
notion of what the picture should | 
(Continued on page 18) 





Europe Agog Re © 
3-D, Sez Balaban 


Europe, too, is agog over the new 
| shape of pix “The excitement | 


’ states Paramount prez Bar- | 
He was back in N.Y. 
|after a hop to London and Paris, | 


to the Continent within the next | 
few days. 

“Exhibitors, other film men, the | 
| press and the publie are showing 
marked concern with the new di- 





No M-G Shakeup 


Metro’s studio hierarchy is 
remaining intact and trade sus- 
picions to the contrary are un- 
founded, states production chief 
Dore Schary. Speculation in 
so-called inner circles over a 
recent period has been that an 
executive overhaul was to be 
tied in with M-G’s divorce- 
ment from domestic theatres 
next March and, at the same 
time, eligibility of personnel 
for payoffs*under the com- 
pany’s pension plan. 

Schary said that rumors 
about himself leaving M-G 
crop up “about once every five 
weeks.” He unqualifiedly de- 
nied these .plus reports anent 
other Culver City officials. 


Theatre TV Stirs 
Via Todd ‘Venice’ 


Theatre television, 








almost for- 


|gotten during the 3-D and wide- | 


screen changeover, is showing 
signs of resurrection. Talks are 
|currently taking place relating to 
|the presentation of Mike Todd's | 
Jones Beach 
Night in Venice,” over a close 
circuit theatre network the first 


week in September. 
involved in the confabs 


Jointly 
with Todd are Nate Halpern, head 
of Theatre Network Television, and 
S. H. (Si) Fabian, prexy of the 
Stanley 


| advocate of theatre TV, maintain- 
ing a fulltime exec, Leo Rosen, on 
| the Fabian staff to check its possi- 


| bilities. 


| and has tentative plans to return | 





This is the second time that | 
| Todd’s show is under consideration | 
as a TV event. It was almost. set 
to go on last year, when it ran 
into union difficulties. An attempt 
to telecast the Jones Beach show 


mensions,” reported the chief exec. | 8t the Warner Theatre, N. Y., as & 


(Continued on page 13) 


(Continued on page 18) 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Memorial Day Lifts Biz; ‘Bess’ No. 1 


‘Ft. Ti’ 2d, 


‘Shane’ 3d; ‘Titanic,’ ‘Stiff,’ ‘Space’ Next 


Although Memorial Day was 
only a two-day holiday affair this 
year, it was suficiently damp and 
chilly in many localities to boost 
biz over the nation. Even in keys 
where unusually warm May weath- 
er prevailed, release of new, 
socko product made for much 
higher totals. Some idea of the 
upswing is shown by the fact that 
the four strongest pictures grossed 
better than $1,025,000, 

New champ is “Young Bess” 
(M-G), a natural for the Corona- 
tion week. Despite the fact that it 
is not strong in some localities, 
some 22 playdates are piling up 
nearly $400,000 gross for the ses- 
sion. A very big second is “Fort 
Ti” (Col), playing in some 10 
keys. Third money is going to 
“Shane” (Par). All three pix are 
cashing in on 3-D, widescreen or 
stereophonic sound, or all three. 


“Titanic” (20th) is taking fourth 





position despite being far from big 





vision. 

Par, in the buildup for “Hou- 
dini,” had guest spots being lined 
up for Tony Curtis and Janet 


the Kate Smith and Ed Sullivan 
TV shows, it’s understood. Curtis 
was on a loanout from Universal 
for the pic and Miss Leigh was 
borrowed from Metro, 

M-G cleared Miss Leigh but U 
nixed the idec of Curtis TV-ing for 
the Par pic. Subsequently M-G 
reversed itself and ruled against 
Miss Leigh’s appearance: The two 
stars, incidentally, made an un- 
heralded appearance on Colgate’s 
Martin & Lewis program Sunday 


Song” (WB) will be 10th. “Moulin 
Rouge” (UA), for weeks near the 
top or neck-and-neck for ace po- 
sition, and “Salome” (Col), third 
for weeks, round out the Golden 
Dozen. “Desert Rats” (20th); 
“House of Wax” (WB), No. 1 for 
many weeks; “Invaders From 
Mars” (20th) and “Light of Silvery 
Moon” (WB) are runner-up pix. 
Of the top 12 films, only “Ti- 
tantic.” “Cinerama,” “Rouge” and 
“Salome” are pictures which har> 


been out in release for one weck | 


or longer. 


“The Juggler” (Col) is showing | 


more promise this round than ii 
has for several weeks. “Never Let 
Me Go” (M-G), which has been 
high on the list in recent weeks, is 
fancy in Louisville but mild in 
Portland. “Girl Next Door” (20th) 
is okay in Minneapolis. 

“Roar of Crowd” (AA) did nice- 
ly on first test dates. “Remains to 
Be Seen” is rated big in Toronto. 


in some situations. “Scared Stiff” | “Trouble Along Way” (WB) looms 


(Par) 
competition to land fifth spot. 


“It Came From Outer Space” 
(U), although just starting this 
session, is finishing sixth by dint | 
of four terrific playdates. This 
3-D opus is pacing L. A. and run- 
ninng far ahead of “Mississippi | 
Gambler” (U) biz 
“Cinerama” (Indie) is holding at 
seventh despite all odds. 

“Sangaree” (Par), another. 3-D 
epic, also just getting underway, 
is a sock eighth-place winner. 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th) is 





(31) night. 


| landing ninth spot while “Desert 


in Seattle. LL. A. 





is weathering all the stiff | fair in Detroit. 


“Thunder Bay” (U) is smash in 
| second N. Y. session. “Tightrope” 
(20th) shapes stout in Washington 
| and dig in Balto. 

“Lili” (M-G) continues good to 
sock in some six arty houses. 

“Siren of Bagdad” (Col) is slim in 
“Kettles on Vacation” (U) 
Jooms good in St. Louis. 

“Split Second” (RKO) is trim in 
Chi. “Shetiering Palms” (20th) is 
being upped by Johnnie Ray to a 
hefty stanza in Chi. 2 

(Complete boxoffice. reports on 
Pages 9-11). 


extravaganza, “A | 


Warner circuit and of the | 
Fabian chain. Theatre topper, head | 
of the National Exhibitors Theatre | 
d widescreen which I | Television Committee, is an ardent 


* Factual developments and policy 


announcements over a recent pe- 
|riod serve to further ram home 
the point that Hollywood is 
wrapped up in its own version of 
the quizzer, “What’s My Line?” 
}It’s still the pix biz; the puzzler 
that has many studicites stumped 
| concerns the size and shape of films 
|which they'll be turning out in 
| the future. Another key question 
| centers around keeping the film- 
| makers busy today with new prod- 
}uct that, when finished tomorrow, 
|will fit into the audience-accep- 
j tance groove. 

Dore Schary sums it up: “Right 
now we're laboring in guesswork. 
| It must be this way because there 
j}are so many sharp differences of 
|opinion. Warners has just an- 
|mounced a full program of 3-D 
| films. 20th-Fox is going ‘all the 
way with CinemaScope. Other 
|} studios are doing something dif- 
| ferent.” 
| Schary, as maestro of Metro’s 
| production puts a firm nix on any 
oe on Hollywood of the 
future. With the exception of 
| Cinerama, which I think is too big 
and presents too many problems 
lin telling a story, we at Metro are 

(Continued on page 13) 





Wall St. Broker Sees 
Doubled Pix Biz B.0. 
| Potential for Late 53 


Theatre biz outlook looks fine to 
the Wall Street brokerage outfit, 
Paine, Webber, Jackson & Curtis, 
| which speculates that the b.o. pe- 
tential is “perhaps double recent 
results.” 

In a staff report prepared by Sid- 
ney B. Lurie, the firm notes that 
revenue improvement has been felt 
without benefit of 3-D on a sub- 
stantial national basis. “This: par- 
| ticular stimulus” is looked for in 
| the fourth quarter of the current 
year and later. 
wit pg report concerns itself 
with one company, American 
| Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres. 

(Continued on page 63) 






































Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly b by VARIETY, INC. 
Harold Erichs, President 
154 West 46th St. ee Tork 38, N.Y 

Hollywood 28 
6311 Yucca hem 
Washington 4 
1292 National Press Building 
612 No. Mi an Ave. 
Lenden wCc2 
8 St. Martin’s Pl., Trafalgar Sq. 
SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual .... $10 Foreign $11 
POT error 25 Cents 
ABEL GREEN, Editor 
Vol. 190 > No. 13 
INDEX | 
/ Biils $06 6p €Obb bEbCO hie. 
BEES) IPE F 62 
Film Reviews ........... 6 
Mouse Reviews .......... 14 
Inside Legit ............ 58 | 
Inside Pictures ......... 13 
OS ere 38 
Inside Television ........ 34 
International ..°......... 19 
Legitimate ...........+.+.. 57 
DE. « sewage cee sions 61 
DE», 0s se enes OeROAmEE 41 
nn eee... wahaenebe 56 
||| Night Club Reviews...... 50 
ge OS eee 63 
ene, |... «deta 3 
Radio-Television ........ 25 
Radio Reviews .......... 30 
Record Reviews ......... 42 
Pic Se... «niin coos 4s 61 
Television Reviews ...... 31 
—o Lh ee er eyreeer 
Wanteviile .. . sie vtaacdes 44 
DAILY VARIETY 
blished in Hollywood by 
Daiiy » Ltd) 
$15 a Year. Foreign 














- 





























Ps PICTURES VARIETY Wotacoliay, Jone 8, 1968 
: <> F Big : 3.3 
3. Films Bolster May Biz in Keys; May's Big 10 {Supreme Ct. Appeal on ‘La Ronde’ Ban 
+ 1. “House of Wax” ) . : " 
: ait : 2. “Moulin Rouge” (UA) - : 
wey , ‘ | 3. “Salome” ‘ . 
W . d, Salome’ 3d) Sese to, To Cite ‘immorality’ as Vague Word 
ax 5. “Man in yore & (Col) 
=" 6. “Titanic” (20th * : 
Popularity of 3D was reflected ¢—— ¥. “Mover. Lat Me Ge" (S) Ua beortns ‘Godh—otinn i 
strongly at the xoffice last) m . | g “Small Town-Girl” Q ] ; . 8. $ 
month, with three of the top gross- | UJ Subsid Preps Minny | Q. “Ptesident’s Lady” (20th) P ar Malls R ; GS Aepeaie Bekee tee tien 
ing three-dimensional Sg , 9 imits” : | i 
ers being ‘ a Sims, f 3) V; | 10. “Off Limits” (Par) For Indie ‘Lawrence |the Board of Regents right to ban 
according to ao aad Home ewer arenes the French picture “La Ronde”— 
ae gre gy a ee on ae, ee PE . . Hollywood, June 2: j{.will point out: (1) that the term 
ey cites. Pp yg 7 Pilea poe Deal is in the talking stage for|“immoral” is so vague a& to be vir- 


¢viewer 
sonal obstacles near the close, of | geared to hold a maximum of | Read New 7-Year 
May, the month saw the two top |feet of film in its magazine is be- 


grossing pix amassing better than ing developed by United World, | 


'Paramount to release “Lawrence | tually meaningless, and (2) that 


‘of Arabia,” upcoming indie to be | the pre-censorship of films is un- 


: 





$2,332,000. 

Yen to see 3-D films swept 
“House of Wax” (WB) to a com- 
manding lead and enabled it easily 
to outdistance all competiters. A 
major studio production with mar- | 
quee names and color, “Wax” reg¢| 
istered $1,726,000 last month. Even 
though the Warner pic was mainly 
on holdover or extended-run the 
final week of May, it still held No. 
1 -position, making four successive 
weeks that it was first nationwide. 
“Wax” was also champ the final | 
week in April. 

“Cinerama” (Indie), which was 
fourth, and “Man in Dark” (Col), 
which finished fifth, were the other. 
two 3-D films to hit the top-five | 
bracket. , | 

Only “Moulin Rouge” (UA),) 
which was a strong second-place | 
winner, was able to battle halfway 





Universal's 16m. subsid. Gadget, 
which puts the left and right eye 
images next to one another on the 
narrow-gauge film, will retail 
around $10, and should be out late 
in the year. 

Viewer will have to do his own 
cranking while looking through the 
two polarized eyepieces. While 


' 
UW intends to cash in on the nov-| Motion Picture Assn. of America| 9 
‘elty value of the thing, it’s also | ws reps ts 


| plication. For instance, film sales— 


got its eye on a more practical ap- 


men could convince doubtful ex- 
hibs by giving them an advance 
peek via a,3-D trailer. 


2th Buys Up-2 
Screen Units To 





~ Belgian Pix Deal 


Proposed new two-year Belgian 


‘in Afrita and Arabia. 

| Understood Paramount 
| prefer either Gary ' 
|Gregory Peck for the lead, while 


produced by Anatole de Grunwald | 


i constitutional. 
Mrs. Florence Shienfag, attor- 
jney for Commercial Pictures Corp., 


would | gistribs of the film, revealed Fri- 
Cooper or) 


dat; (29) that she is taking steps to 


| j ; at 
film deal providing for virtually | de Grunwald wants Richard Bur-|ring the case before the highest 


unrestricted imports and remit- 
itances is expected to come up for 


approval today (Wed.) in N. Y. 

| Agreement, which virtually re- 
stores conditions existing before 
the Belgians, pleading a dollar 
shortage, clamped down on remit- 
| tances in 1952, would permit nine 
American distribs to import 261 
| pix along with an unlimited num- 
| ber of reissues and second fea- 
|tures. Remittances can run to 65% 
| of total earnings and are estimated 
|}at an annual $3,500,000. 


Continental managers must send 


ton. 





Divorcement By 
Shuffling Staff 


| As part of the realignment of 
executive duties at Loew’s prior to 





court. 

Mrs. Shientag said-she was en- 
couraged by the fact that two 
Court of Appeals justices, Judge 
Marvin R. Dye and Judge Stanley 
Fuld, dissented with the majority 
opinion in a 4-2 split last week. Ac- 
cording to Mrs. Shientag, the word 
“morality” covers a broad area anti 
| no standard or real definition has 
been set down. In addition, she 
noted that views toward what con- 
stitutes “morality” had changed 
| considerably since the N. Y. law 
|had been enacted. In the minority 
|opinion, Judges Dye and Fuld said 
ithe terms, “immoral” and “tends 





j i : : divorcement, Harry Moskowitz,|to corrupt morals,” are too in- 
eons ieee held Ta! the deal goer Ble mts rary ole) Loew's theatres construction chief, | definite, and “indefiniteness af- 
cecal” postion throughout the | 9 ea act. New pant would start as — grep oe mie res ah opportunity for arbitrari- 
month, after being second also in| H t| \of March 1, 53, with earnings de- | opper, ar od Oe aks em tie 
April. The Jose Ferrer starrer cap- | us é ope pendent on the outcome of talks |mer theatre exec Oscar Doob. Lat Majority, on the other nd, 


tured third place in March. 

Third money went to “Salome” 
(Col), same as in April “Cine- 
rama” was fourth with neariy $450,- 
000 total gross. “Man in’ Dark” 
took fifth place, after being 11th | 
in April 

‘Titanic’ Comes Fast 

“Titanic” (20th), which started 
rather ntoderately, came on fast | 
near the close of the month to fin-' 
ish sixth. It wouitd up third one | 
week and fourth another. ‘‘Never | 
Let Me Go” (M-G), somewhat dis- | 
appointing in some keys for a Clark | 
Gable starrer, took seventh spot. It | 
never got higher than third in any | 
week and was a runnerup pic one | 
session. 

“Small Town Girl” (M-G) showed | 
enough to capture eighth position, 
although not particularly strong in 
numerous’ ._ dates. “President’s 
Lady” (20th) wound up in ninth 
position while “Off Limits” (Par), 
eighth in April, was 10th. “Call 
Me Madam” (20th), champ in 
April; “By Light of Silvery Moon” 

(Continued on page 16) 


‘Split-Perscnality’ Angle 
On British-Made U.S. Pix 


Question of whether an Amer- 





Hurley Screen Co., Long Island, | tribs on & new rental ceiling. Lat- | 


N. Y. has been acquired by 20th- 
Fox along with a screen processing 
plant in New Jersey. In view of the 
growing flow of CinemaScope 
lenses from Bausch & Lomb, the 
big CinemaScope equipment bottle- 
neck now is stereophonic sound. 
It’s understood that RCA, Wes- 
trex and others are going into 
triple shifts in order to produce 
the necessary units. 20th execs are 
now reasonably sure that as many 
as 1,500 theatres will be in a posi- 
tion to book and show Cinema- 
Scecpe pix by the end of the year. 
Question of how much profit 
20th can make out of its excursion 
into the equipment field is still 
subject only to guesses. Field is 
highly competitive and no part of 


reason why any optical outfit 
couldn't tool up to produce the 
anamorphic lenses, which are being 
= to exhibs via equipment 
ealers at $2,875. Part of the 
Miracle Mirror screen is patented, 
but there are others in the field 
turning out high-intensity screens. 
However, having financed Bausch 
& Lomb retooling, 2Gth has a big 
edge on all comers. 

Hurley deal has still to be put 
into contract form, it’s understood. 
Prexy Albert B. Hurley last week 
confirmed that 20th was takin 
over, but stressed that he’d still be 
around. ement calls for him 





it is patented. There’s no good | 


| between Belgian exhibs and dis- 
| ter is now very liberal and scales 


up to 50%. Exhibs have renounced 
it and would like to lower it. 


Yugo Buys 60 U.S. Films 
For 2706; Com to Defray 








Yugoslavia last week bought 60 
| Hollywood films for $270,000, in 
| the fifth deal of its kind since the 


}end of the war. Agreement was 
| negotiated by Bozidar Torbica, gen- 
eral manager of Yugoslav Film, 
| who planed to Belgrade Friday (29) 
| via Paris after a two-months’ U. S. 
| stay. Motion Picture Export Assn. 
|is providing 45 pictures, while the 
| balance is being furnished by vari- 
‘ous Yank independent producers. 


Transaction calls for delivery to 
be made over a 12-month period 
starting this September, according 
to Torbica. Block of films includes 
such recent top pix as “High Noen” 
(UA), “Cyrand de Bergerac” (UA), 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” (Par), 
“Call Me Madam” (20th) and “The 
Bad and the Beautiful” (M-G). All 
were acquired, the Yugoslav offi- 


&\ cial said, on their “educational as 


well as entertainment merits.” 


Yank Embassy’s Expenses | 


ter was shifted last week to the 
|picture company’s homeoffice pub- 
ad department. 

Aspect of Doob’s job, which Mos- 
| kowitz and Biegel. will share, will 
be mainly of the trouble-shooting 
variety. Pair, it’s expected, will 
itake turns in making inspection 
visits of the company’s far-flung 
theatre circuit. 

Although Loew’s has until Feb- 
ruary, 1954, to effect final divorce- 
|ment, the company has started 
|} making changes relating to the 
split. It is blueprinting the physi- 
ical realignment and consolidation 
|of office space, so that the sep- 
jarated picture and theatre com- 
| panies will be on different floors 





lat its N. Y. headquarters. Execu- | 


| tive personnel staffs are also get- 
ting the once-over. While many 
staffers will be retained, it’s ex- 
pected that there will be some lop- 
ping off. ‘ 

Another indication of the shift 
of duties is that of Mike Rosen, 
who formerly handled labor rela- 
tions for the theatre company. 
Rosen is currently the picture com- 
pany’s representative in the nego- 
tiations with exchange employees. 
It’s anticipated that he will shift 
to the picture firm’s labor relations 
staff, with Ben Fielding remaining 
as labor relations chief for the 
theatre company. 


contended the words, .“immoral 
|and tends to corrupt morals,” as 
j}used in the licensing law, “relate 
ito standards of sexual merality, 
jas such; they are not ‘vague or 
|indefinite.” In this sense, the 
opinion added, they are kindred 
to “obscene and indecent” as un- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Ohio House Gets Mosher 
Bill to Outlaw State 
Newsreel Censorship 


: Columbus, June 2. 

Bill calling for the outlawing of 
state censorship of newsreels goes 
|to the House of the Ohio Legisla- 
ture this week following its okay by 
a 23-2 vote yesterday (Mon.) by 
the Senate. Overwhelming favor- 
able Senate vote is seen as indica- 
tion that the measure, sponsored 
by Sen. Charles Mosher, will re- 
ceive approval of the House. 

Measure was hastily assembled 
by Sen. Mosher after he failed in 
an attempt to get to the floor of the 
Senate a bill calling for the com- 
plete elimination of film censor- 
ship in Ohio; 


L. A. to N. Y. 


David O. Alber 








i i ica di Company lawyers, working on} Jean Pierre Aumont 

ican-made British quota pic can be-| to give up his stock in Hurle Torbica disclosed that the Yugo- ’ 
come a dollar bar A a U. S.| Screen which, along with the New slav government will pay the dinar mag bent ay ag plans, are seeking| Charles Boasberg 
distrib when exported to France, | Jersey processing plant, would be | equivalent of $270,000 to the U. S.| so. hoth’ com Loew's identification} William F. Broidy 
will occupy the companies’ foreign abso by Miracle Mirror. Hurley | Information Media Guaranty Pro- | *°% th companies similar to the Jeff Chandler 
managers at the Motion Picture | ¥Wld sharé in the latter's profits. | gram. These dinars will be used to poticy gy by Paramount and| Stanley Clements 
Assn. of America in N. Y. today defray internal expenses of the » it's rege that the picture; Alfred Crown 
(Wed.). ; American embassy and consulates agg Me Sig known as Loew's,| James Dunn 

Problem appears of particular ROZ RUSSELL h) LEGIT in Yugoslavia. Washington, in turn, ubaidi r -M as its tradename Billy Eckstine 
interest to Metro and Columbia, ; will pay dollars to the Yank film | Si) oye A Rime theatre company| Nelson Eddy 
who hold different views on the BIZ HYPOS ‘WAC BO companies in the amount specified | ; ubbed Loew's Theatres,| Henry Fonda 
split-personality act, but is no *“*| in the agreement. . nc. John Forsythe 


problem at all to the British gov- 
ernment, which~maintains that a 
quota film is a quota film and can’t 
get an export permit unless its 
earnings come back to London in 





Although the film already is in 
production, RKO is still testing for 


New b.o. influence of Rosalind 
Russell is seen reflected in the 
sharp business being registered 
with “Never Wave at a Wac,” RKO 
release in which she costars with 


000 amassed by “Best Years.” 











20th to Handle ‘Crusoe’ 


Participation deal for 20th-Fox 
to handle the Eugene Frenke pro- 





Arthur Freed 
Mordecai Gorelik 
Nancy Guild 





N. Y. to Europe 
Sholem Asch 
Robert S. Benjamin 


Spyros P. Skouras 
Tessa Smalpage 


Mona Freeman 
Paulette Goddard 
Leon Gordon 
James R. Grainger 
William Holden 


By Marie Wilson. Miss Russell clearly ~ Pietro Bulli Nancy Kelly 
pounds. duction of “Miss Robinson Cru- etro Bullio 
a This suits Columbia fine, since oye hee mide unmet for | soe” is near the closing stages.| Bruce Cabot ae th a 
po ft happens to need the pounds. | P!* a her w lely publicized lead | Indie film has been completed and Steve Cochran Robert L. Lippert 
ea Metfo, on the other hand, argues in Fn legiter, P pir arsein 60 Town.” | is in color. Nadine Connor Diana Lynn 
bi that there is nothing wrong with or purpose of comparison, RKO} ‘This is the second conventional-| Reginald Denenholz Jeanette MacDonald 
Fi : is matching returns for “Wac” with i : Leo Fuld Alex Nicol 
ie using the British quota label for | puciness raked in with “ type pic to be added to the 20th o : 
ite what it’s worth in Britain and sail-| wight” latter being « h “Clash by | product roster within the last two| Dick Gabbe sone S Oe 
4 { ing under the U. S. flag for dollar g ty bit r ng one of the com- months. Other one was Hugo Margalo Gilmore Barbara Payton 
+ veterans elsewhere. peny's bigger pix of last year, and | Haas’ “My Neighbor’s Wife.” Hilde Gueden Ingo Preminger 
Whole issue arose when the re =? oaiied juntos nee Dolly Haas eee 
Board of Trade in Britai uy Boe emi: Richard Harris rving Kapper 
tested the right of the American- |£*#¢ments, compared with $410,000 Europe to N. Y. Rex Harrison ; Gene Reymond 
made “Monsoon” to quota protec- 3 Clash” in the same number| George Axelrod Hedy Lamarr Dore Schary 
tion, which entails a variety of of comparable runs. Jacques Bar Jerry Lewis Sidney Sheldon 
benefits under the Eady Plan. Mat-|, Samuel Goldwyn’s “Hans Chris-| Courtney Burr Francis Lopez Mike Sloane 
ter went to the courts, which ruled | iam Andersen,” also on.RKO's re-| John Bryam Jo Lyons Guy V. Thayer, Jr. 
out “Monsvon” for the quota and leasing lineup, is running second Marian Byram Rolf Marbot 
at the same time set down a strict | ‘© the same producer's “Best Years Lucia Chase Dean Martin N. Y. to L. A. 
set of rules for the determination | Of Our Lives” (1946). In 25 situa-| Mary Chase Al Martino Carroll Carroll 
of quota eligibility, tions which are deemed compar- Richard Davis Duncan McGregor Charles Co 
ablew EGar rolled up an _esti-} Anton Dolin Meg Mundy Allan D. Dowling 
mated $300,000, which is plenty} 7. S. Eliot Lilli Palmer Charles J. Feldman 
Rushing Things? strong’ but 'still short of the $422,-| Mischa Elman Robert Ross Claire Lou Gold 


Dennis Harrison 
Max Liebman 


ba male opposite to Jane Russell; Wolfe Cohen, Warner Bros. inter-| Henry Henigson Sanne Deena’ hos A Lurie 
“French Line. national chief, returned last week Pamela KeHino Mrs. Edgar Ulimer Micha 1 O'Shea 
Marcel Le Bon, French singer, from a six-week tour of the com- Ernest H. Martin Andre Van Damme Ha “Re 
winged to the Coast from N. Y.| pany’s branch offices in Australia,; James Mason Ramon Vinay M oaes ions 
over the past weekend to audition; New Zealand, Singapore, Hong| Manny Reiner ~ 


for the spot. 


, 


Kong and Japan.. 





Henry Salomon, Jr. 





Margaret Wycherly 
Dino Yannopulos 


Leonard W. Schneider 
Jan Sterling 
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Myers, Keough Roar ‘Hitler,’ ‘Phoney, : DST HITS VIA 
War of Words on Par Divorcement NEW DIMENSIONS 


Washington, June 2. + 


In a rough-and-tumble_ supple- | 
mental brief, filed with the Senate | 
ont acd cael” on | Robert S. Benjamin, United Art- 
board chairman of the Allied | 'Sts board chairman, left N. Y. for 


States Assn., has called for “much | London last weekend for a quickie 


oP visit. 
needed relief’ from pre-releases, | io te ae 
- . ras aa. | ent to catch the Coronation | 
Srne and: competitive bid-| 44 to confer with J. Arthur Rank | 
ing. | (he’s president of the Rank Or- 





} 
' 
Beniamin’s Quicki = aary mart 
enjamin a Quickie | fering from indecision in the face | 
|of a wideScreen-future, studios are | 
| playing it safe by relying on the | 
past to insure the future. 


D'S REHASH OF OLDIE SCRIPTS 








; 
| 
| 





With the story market still suf- | ° 
The Late ‘Sir’ 
With posters already pririted 
and ad copy set heralding the 
upcoming “Julius Caesar,” 
Metro is faced with a rare 


} 
| 


Trend is particularly. pronounced 


| with Columbia and Metro, but has | situation due to the promulga- 
spread also to the other lots where 
i felt that, if there’s a risk to} 

His statement, released today | ganization in the U.-S.) ‘lL be | De taken, it might as well be done | 
(Tues.), also attacked arbitration om at the UA Bast ago gy cheaply as possible. 


tion of Queen Elizabeth's hon- 
ors list. 
Among those knighted was 


Addition-| John Gielgud, veteran actor 


Si Fabian to Produce, Distribute, 


Handle Theatres, in Cinerama Deal 


* As Cinerama and Stanley War- 


|ner Officials continued their talks 
‘last week, new points cropped up 
to dciay the final inking of a pact, 
| whereby SW would operate the- 
atres and produce and disiribute 
\films in the new widescreen proc- 
} ess. It’s conceded that a deal had 
| been reached in principle, with 
jthe only factors remaining being a 
| detailed rundown of the commit- 
| ments of each party. Proposals 


proposals as insufficient and wortb- | day (6). 


less, and jabbed at distributor | 


spokesmen who testified recently | sw, bs 
before the committee. D R h ? D 
Myers’ barbs brought. a roar of isin us ae 


protest from Austin C. Keough, 
Paramount general counsel, last 


Thursday 28) when ‘Keoush 20-/ R alaace Pates 19 


mittee to complete his earlier testi- 


lally, there is the impetus of 3-D/ 
and widescreen which stands to 
lend added punch to reworked | 
| properties. 
| Among the recently announced | 
| remakes of at least 12 oldies are | 
|such classics as Metro’s “Romeo | 
jand Juliet,” Jast lensed in 1936 | 
| with Norma Shearer and Leslie! 
| Howard. .New versioh will have | 
| Pier Angeli as Juliet, and will com- | 





mony. Keough had seen the Myers’ | , I a ill con 

statement at that time, although it re or f= a: et Wek tee Re — — 

had not been made public, and the | D ; 
d 


Paramount spokesman accuse 
Myers of launching a “Hitler-like” 
attack. 

Keough assailed the Allied States 


topper for calling him “inaccurate” | down on their inventories to prep | “Mogambo” is the 1932 “Red Dust” | 


and for asserting that the divorce- 
ment of Par from its exhibition 
chain was a “phoney.” 


| ain. | 

ae | Paramount has slated another 
Competition for current play-|turn for its 1932 pioneer-day 
dates among distribs is at a peak, | classic,’ “The Covered Wagon” in 
as filmeries are endeavoring to cut | widescreen version. Metro’s 


for the 3-D and widescreen era.| jin modern costume 
Pictures czpable of adaptation to | ' 


“retread” treatment, with | Caesar,” made before by Cines 


sound tracks being | jin 1915 and 1922 and “Rosemarie,” 


“Julius | °° 


who has one of the top spots 
in “Caesar.” M-G’s problem 
now is inserting the “Sir” be- 
fore his name in the promo- 


| submitted by each company are be- 

| ing scrutinized by the attorneys for 
| each side. 

| Meanwhile, David Fogelson, gen- 

tion material. | eral counsel of the Stanley Warner 

— | Corp., conferred with Dept. of Jus- 

tice officials in Washington yester- 

day (Tues.) to determine if a Cin- 

|}erama-SW deal would be accept- 

| able, in light of the consent decree 


* 
3-D, Widescreen 
separating Warner Bros. into sep- 


bs arate picture and theatre com- 
nl eXi e ar panies, of which SW is the theatre 
| offshoot. Indications are that the 
Justice Dept. will give the deal the 
greenlight. (See separate story.) 


© Points of discussion between SW 
Program: Balaban | chief S. H. (Si) Fabian and Ciner- 


. : ‘ lama involve such questions as: 
Paramount is now producing all | which outfit gets the coin first from 








bell: wd Among other Metro rewind’ are | its pictures either for widescreen | the b.o. return; will it be based on 
| wide-angle viewing are receiving |the — soon-to-be-released 

“There is and has been real di- | the 
vorcement,” Keough asserted. “The | sterophonic 


in third-dimension, company | individual theatres or the entire 
prez Barney Balaban told some 150| operation; and what percentage 
stockholders who attended the| should be put aside for production. 


Dept. of Justice knows divorcement | added as an extra plus. However,|tg be CinemaScoped, which was) firm’s annual meeting held at the | Under the deal, Fabian would 


is real. 


Paramount still sells to | majority of the completed films do | jensed twice before in 1928 and | homeoffice yesterday (Tues.). “Our | take over, and operate, the three 


some theatres that were part of the | not lend themselves to a change- |1936, using the Rudolph Frim! | widescreen films,” he added, “can | theatres currently displaying Cin- 


(Continued on page 13) 


20th’s 1st Big TV Splash 
With 2506 Push Set For 
‘Scoutmaster’ Spot Drive 


Marking 20th-Fox’s first 





i 


,over, and distribs are advancing | tynes. 
release dates to pull in as much | “Grand Hotel” theme skedded for | Screens still prevailing in most the- 


Imperial | atres.” 
| stanza. 


2 _ big | With 20th-Fox shifting completely 
splash into TV advertising, distrib | to 


coin as possible during the switch|g film about 


Tokyo’s 


It'll also apply to the 1932 | be 


| Hotel. M-G has completed another; Balaban pointed out that in addi- . * ‘re 
In efforts to clear decks, Metro | turn on its 1923 “All the Brothers | tion to the new visual methods, NCA Claims Semi-Victory 


shown on the conventional] | erama—in N. Y., L. A. and Detroit 


(Continued on page 13! 





will release 15 pictures during the | Were Valiant” and has skedded a|the company will take full advan- 


July-August period; 
as set eight, with other compa- | classic. 
nies also increasing their release | 


CinemaScope, and Warner | 


Raft of remakes at Columbia in-| major developments in all these 
;skeds during the summer months. | cludes “Debut,” second round for | areas during the months ahead,” 
| the 1934 Grace Moore starrer “One| he emphasized. ‘Because of this: 
Night of Love,” with Mario Lanza we are not committing ourselves 


| - " ‘ ’ 
Paramount | new version of the 1926 “Ben-Hur” | tage of stereophonic sound. “I have | As RKO Pre-Releases Pan 


no doubt that there will be further 


To Nabe, Suburb Houses 


Minneapolis, June 2. 
North Central Allied claims a 


is coupling a unique national satu-| Bros. taxing a definite stand in the l the possible star: “The Pleasure Is | to any specific form, system or de- 


ration opening of its Clifton Webb | stereopix direction, both outfits 
starrer, “The Scoutmaster,” with a | are anxious to cut down on their 
250,000 push via an all-out TV spot | “fat” overheads. , 
campaign over 90-100 stations. | Warner's romance with 3-D, en- 
More than doubling the number} hanced, by the tremendous suc- 
of prints it usually provides, 20th cess of “House of Wax,” was re- 
intends to launch the Webb com- | iterated in New York by produc- 
edy day-and-date in more than 700 | tion chief Jack L. Warner over the 
situations all over the country and | weekend, prior to his return to 
is currently on a TV and radio buy- the Coast. He announced that WB 
ing splurge. Spots will start run-| plans to make 22 additional pic- 
ning late in August, about 10 days tures in the 3-D process. These 
in advance of the pic’s opening. | productions he stated, will com- 
Entire policy represents a radical | bine 3-D with WarnerColor, stere- 
departure for 20th, which so far has | ophonic scund and will utilize the 
confined itself to territorial preems. | company’s own widescreen process 
On a smaller scale, and designed ; “as best suited to the individual 





All Mine,” musical on the Somer- | vice at this time. Our policy is to 


set Maugham story “Too Many Hus-| be unhampered by commitments, | 


bands,” which Col filmed back in| to be flexible, and to take advan- 
1932 as a straight drama; “The/| tage of all new developments as 
Human Beast,” retake of the 1939 | they come along.” 

French pic; “My Sister Eileen,” | 
which the studio turned out in 1942) ress as well as in the quality of 
with Rosalind Russell starred, and | upcoming product for the balance 
the currently lensing “Miss Sadie | of the year, Balaban said, prompts 
Thompson,” starring Rita Hay-| the management to anticipate that 
worth, which Col adapted from | business_in the second half of 1953 
Maugham’s “Rain” in 1932. will be better than the similar 1952 

Warner Brothers is in there (Continued on page 13) 

pitching too, with ame Desert 
Song,” filmed twice before in 1929 
and 1943: “A Star Is Born,” Judy | Par Telemeter Stake 


Garland vehicle, which David O. 





Confidence in technological prog- | 


partial victory in its fight to keep 


RKO from withdrawing “Peter 
Pan” from regular clearance re- 
lease after fts downtown four- 


| week first-rrun pre-release engage- 
/ment at upped admissions and until 
after it played the loop again at 
'regular boxoffice scale. 

| Instead of bringing pic back 
| downtown again later, before its 
|showing in nabe and suburban 
‘houses, RKO is releasing it this 
month to the latter for pre-release 
|}engagements. That means subse- 
| quent-rum theatres spotting it will 
have to raise their prices, same as 
they’re doing now for “Bwana 
Devil” and “Hans Christian Ander- 





more or less as a test, distrib is | story.” 


also giving the TV _ saturation | 


treatment to its “White Witch Doc- | 


Par to Pay 3506 for US., 


tor” which, it’s felt, lends itself 
particularly to this treatment. Pic 
is slated to day-date July 15 in the 


cisco areas. Emphasis will be on 
the newspaper campaign when 


20th opens “Glory Brigade” in day- | ported $350,000 in return for U. S. 


Boston, Buffalo, Albany, New Ha- | 
ven, Philadelphia and San Fran- | 


Selznick made for United Artists 
release in 1937; and the current 
“House of Wax,” 3-Der which WB 
made into a shocker in 1933. 
Universal is casting Rock Hud- 
son in its second go at “The Mag- 
hificent Obsession,” Lloyd C. Doug- 





Canuck Rights to Ulysses,’ 


Hecht-Shaw Italo Film) sttcrea for tne studio in 1936. And. 


en Condor” is based on the same 


and-date openings in the Detroit, | snd Canadian distribution rights to | ¥4@™ as the 1942 “Son of Fury.” 


Cincinnati, Cleveland and Pitts- |“ jysses,” in an “acceptance of 


burgh areas. 





| the negative” deal with the foreign e 
Cost. of the “Scoutmaster’” TV | producers of the film. In other See Justice OK On 


campaign. is being carried by 20th | words, it’s said, Par puts up the 


alone, according to Charles Ein- 
feld, 20th ad-pub v.p., and Rodney 
Bush, exploitation manager, who 
masterminded the idea of going all 
out in airplugs.. Campaign will be 
supplemented by radio. and the 
usual newspaper ads. 


20th-Fox Hit With 1006 
Plagiarism Suit on ‘Talk’ 


é 

20th-Fox is named defendant in 
a $100,000 plagiarism suit brought 
in N.Y. Supreme Court by author- 
editor Aaron Hirsch. He charges 
that “Doctor Praetorius,” a, Ger- 
man play written by Curt Goetz 
and later filmed by 20th as “People 
Will Talk,” was a “deliberate 
piracy” of his copyrighted 1914 
work, “The Miracle Heals.” 

Upon 20th’s motion, Hirsch this 
week was directed by Justice 
Ernest E. £. Hammer to furnish a 
bill of particulars within 60 days. 
A -Darryl F. Zanuck production, 





Crain in top roles. 


| 





coin if the film, upon completion, 
measures up to its standards for 
domestic handling. 

Pic, now in production in Italy, 
has Kirk Douglas, rome 4 Faery 
and Silvana’ Mangano in the leads.| Department of Justice more than 
Taken from the Homer “Odyssey,” | likely will be amenable to the idea 


it is a joint projecfof Zenith 'Films | stanley Warner going into produc- 
of France, Lux Film and Ponti & | tion vir its projected tieup with 


DeLaurentiis of Italy. Ben Hecht | Cinerama, according to film attor- 
and Irwin Shaw did the script. Tie-| neys familiar with the industry 
up with Par was negotiated by Dr-. | antitrust decree. They point out 
Renato Gualino, v.p. of Lux and/ that there’s no firm injunction 
canes weal. = ae against a theatre outfit branching 
x ° i 3 
deal, Par will distribute “Ulysses” ee oe oe ee 
in the spring of 1954. 


Rapf Exits Metro 


Hollywood, June‘ 2. 
Mathew Rapf joins the caravan! Dept. consents. 
of producers, leaving the Metro 





competition. 
Lawyers add that the N.Y: Fed- 
eral Court doubtless will okay the 


Cinerama-SW Tie 


simply required is evidence that 
there would .be no restraints on 











Cinerama deal if, first, the Justice | 


Another angle pointed up by two-day sales powwow June 8-9 to | 


At 775G Plus Loan }sen” and that they’ve done before 


| for “Quo Vadis.” 

RKO gave no inkling until last 
Of 2226 to Partner of its intentions regarding 
Paramount has a stock interest of | release of “Peter Pan” after the 
$775,000 in International Telemeter | initial loop pre-release run. NCA 
Corp. and has loaned $222,000| announced it would sue the com- 
to the operating head of that sub-| pany, if the picture wasn’t made 
scription TV outfit, Par prexy Bar-| available according to the accepted 
ney Balaban informed shareholders | clearance schedule. While it will 
yesterday (Tues.) at their annual | reach the nabes now later than the 
conclave in New York. Loan was | earliest prevailing availability, 28 
said to be made te the Telemeter | days, this is at subsequent-run ex- 
officer (presumably prez Carl Les-| hibitors’ request, according to Fay 
erman) for the purpose of financ-|Dressell. RKO branch manager. 
ing his 16% investment. Par chief | Theatre owners want it for next 
said he felt it important that this | month, when school vacation starts. 
officer retain his Telemeter shares.| RKO is also handling “Hans 
To stockholder queries on other | Christian Andersen” the same way 
aspects of company business, Bala-| as “Peter Pan.” They're pre-releas- 
ban disclosed: 1. It costs 10 to 12° | ing it to the subsequents, same as 
more to shoot a 3-D picture. 2. If|they pre-released it downtown. 
conditions are good and the market That means houses getting first 
price is reasonable, the company | whack at it will be playing it at 

may buy its common stock on the | boosted scales. 
open market. Firm currently is 


authorized to so purchase som2- | ? 

where “between 50,000 and 80,000, Skouras 0 Seas to P r ep 
shares.” 4. No steps will be taken | ° e 

in the immediate future to sell the | CinemaScope Showings 
Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox 


Paramount Bldg. on Times Sq. for 
the property is earning revenue | prexy, accompanied by Earl I. 
|Sponable, 20th director of re- 


(Continued on page 16) 
‘ | search, left N. Y. for Europe last 
Friday (29) to prepare for Cine- 
U Mgrs. NY. Powwow maScope demonstrations in Paris 
Universal district managers have and London and possibly also Rome 
been called to New York for a and Frankfurt. 
On the continent, Skouras and 











lot. Exit will be in July when he | trade legalites is that, with Ciner- | discuss policies for summer prod- Sponable will be joined by Murray 


completes his final touches on “The | ama and other new techniques in uct. 
lensing and exhibition, the door is | 


Big Leaguer.” 


|Silverstone, 20th International 
With Charles J. Feldman, U prexy, who preceded them last 


Rapf also produced the Red Skel- | open to possible changes in the de-| sales topper, on the, Coast, meet | week, going to Rome first. Tenta- 
“Talk” was released in the fall of ton starrer, “Half a Hero,” as a|cree. When the judgment was en-) will be joined by the distrib’s sales tive CinemaScope demonstration 
1951 with Cary Grant and Jeanne | member of the Charles Schnee tered it was stated that revisions 





production unit. j 


|cabinet headed by Ray E. Moon, schedule includes a Paris showing 
(Continued on page 18) \ 


assistant general sales manager. June 10 and a London run June 12. 
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6 FILM EETVIEWS 
os - 
Julius <aecsar * Giciged, os the eon sod bom 
— sae " Engush 
Secke Shakespeare, seven actor pectrars Saket tor 
Stars, beffe be - wen pnpanroe wegerganene 
release of Jabs at Mason, as the noble. 


Wart Antesy Mariem Bramée 
Brecas Jemes Waser 
APRS E “ Jehien Gur tmnt 
jules Ciexr Leas Caitgrs 
Casca Etrend O Brie 
Calpers Greer Garwr 
Pert Deter2h Kerv 
Warwins Georte Maer-adt 
Pier Wetael Pate 
Seotinag 727 ReSart Mak 
Cicer Aizen Noone 

Toc Power 


Derias Bote 
Wetelus Ciumter 


Cieme Witiaem Cectrell 
Trete wat ek Os 
Laracum iza Weite 
Arte meter y< Mecam Fores 
Ansteas’s Servast Bae Pt 


2 ward 

ist Chen q 
24 Cwives lehm Demoeethe 
3 Ctree Lawrevee Der tiatir 
h Cites Je Gilbert 
Metro has pulled out aif the 
stops to fashion 2 secke fimizztion 
eof the Shakesmoearesm class 4 


triumphant achievement iz fiz 
making it will be rated ome of the 
great pictures of Hod’y wood. Prev 
erty sold and exp'cited. “Cacsar” 
eam be a potent provertr heving. 
as it dees. the valwes to 2*tract the 
ordimary Simcoer as well 2s the 
intellectual =<¢. Simeme uzme a: 
sets such 2s Marien Bracco. Jomes 
Mason. John Gielgud. Greer Gar- 
som. Deborzh Kerr, Leuts Calberz 
and Edmond O Brie= will serve as 
importamt marquee bares for aver- 
age file: fans. 

To those sermal’y allergic to 
Shakespeare. this wili be a sur- 
prise—2 tense. melodramatic stery 
clearty presemied. and ezrellentiy 
acted br ome of the fest casts 
assembled for 2 im Cauckt in 
standard 2-D sams stereeophoute 
sound. it’s difficalt te envisies how 
added gimmicks eam emhamee *3 
impact. Here is 2 iim where story 
and thespimg reige supreme. 





Bollyuwod. June 2 

Impresstre production of 
“Julzag Coesar™ is more ef- 
fectwe whem riewed ta Hol- 
Inwood on Metro's 1-75-to-1 
big screen, presenting € pic- 
ture size of 39 feet by 21 
feet. 9 inches. The deftuition 
is sharp end the wideseope 
permits edded pertictpation in 
the classic drema. * 

The use of stereophonic 
sound, however. is sometimes 
i=trustre exd drews ettentions 
cunty from the story ts scenes 
with few cherecters. It is best 


taste. and the pilot 





cies 2t the Battle of Philppe amc 
me scene with his wife. portrayed 
by Miss Kerr, wake for me £ 
Graiis. 
Calhern’s Caesar BS amotbe 
amc me soldser-e 
“s : < - - 
with Dp restraimt amd fevrium<g 
Bres gh better koows for 
Brie wm for 
st roles. is am eifective 
: eture is so bet tha 
tie tr ferrme stars. Misses Ker 
ama rsa are se<¢o m & rte 
bis However, both acquit - 


selves ereditabiy. Miss Garwe. as 
Colvaruia. shimes mm te 
cshere she warns Caesar mot tw vem- 
ture focth em the ides of March 
Wiss Kerr scores 2s Brutus under~ 
<t:mdimg wife. Remainder ef toe 
large cast is alse tugnoceh. : 
” Wankiew ier thas turmed mm ome of 
his best direction jets. Be imstiiiec 
me proper suspense, kept the ac- 

nen mg. and hamdied the mod 
md murder eweies sDetTOas UF 
‘conpdaimt. 2 sight ome, is ime com- 
qed stamens m the deaths 
Cassius amd Brutes. Josepe Rat- 
tenberyg s camerawerk ts outstand: 
cme as are all the other technical 


aspects. 





Ferever Female 


———__— 


Sie& Bway-shew bis romantic 
comedy with Ginger Rogers. 
William Helder. Paul Deugias- 
okay eutlook in key dates, else- 
where. 





Scars Rogers, Wiliam 
Beides. Pack Douglas: James 

’ Creowter. ed 
— =< Ae . Julas J. & 
Philp ¢ Epem. suggested by a ae 
Bacree play = > comers zry 
Sridiiume. editer. Archie Marshehk =. 


TR Weate 
@ Tr Wolfe -....-««<-- 
Horecif 22. Maxjecte Rambeas 
Ceerge Courtland ......- Reeves 
Peer oe cc eevecs . 
Piaywright . King Desoven 
Scerse Taesigmer Vie Perriz 
— nee eteuweas = — 
tan ... Rickard Shamoce 
Salty. p ~~ —— peg LE . Pat Crewter 





his is 2 slickly devised B'way-, 


showbiz romantic comedy. cast 
with familiar names, that should 
have easy goi at the boxoffice in 
its key dates. It bears down a bit 
hard on the show world flavor for 
the more general entertainment 


wes for his predection Among 
these are Harry Stradiing’ pho- 
tography, the settmes and Edith 


character. Vieter Youngs mus 
sure helps the comedy. Bros. 


The Meen Is Biuae 


—_—_——_— 


Entertaining. adult remantic 





Hollywood. June 16. 
D ef Otte Premimger-f¥. Hugh 
_UA release e 


Mr. O'Neal om Tully 
Cyruthia Slater ....+. Dawn Addams 





The entertaining adult comedy 


ef this film version of the legit 3 


play. “The Moon Is Blue.” would 
enjoy healthy grosses in most dates 
even without the exploitation lift a 
controversy over its lack of a Pro- 
duction Code seal may provide. As 
key <ity fare the romantic farce 
seems a natural and, as the less 
cosmopolitan centres are just as 
hep to what makes the world £0 
‘round, its release chances gen- 
erally are good. 

The amusing 99-minute conver- 
sation fest gains its shock value ™ 
dizlog using such words as “virgin 


> and “seduce” in circumstances that 


go with the terms. These are cer- 
tainly no strange sounds in present- 
day communication. but they do 
have a naughty intonation when 
hurled suddenly at a2 film audience. 
' Actually, the pilot is an innocuous. 
even highschoolish affair in its sex 
play. amd though it has the bed- 
room constantly in mind. the sheets 
are never rumpled The finale 
should find a viewer's morals still 
as imtact as the heroine's profes- 
sional virginity. 

The rather slickly-contrived bat- 
tle of the sexes Sen U row pee 
presentation throu Tnited Artists 
by Otto Preminger. who produced 
and directed. and F. Hugh Herbert. 
who adapted his play to the screen. 
The offering constantly reminds of 


.To get inte the 


with 2a variety of roles. Miss 
\ Nadems is excellent as the indig- 
' mamt girl who wants Holden horse- 
whipped because be did not take 
advantage of a situation. Tom 
Tully, as Miss McNamara’s old 
| fashioned dad: Fortunio Bonanova, 
TV beer commercial singer. and 
Gregory Ratoff. an astonished taxi 


Camera work by 





Laszio, | Coaxted. Directed Br Bea Weis 


the musie by Herschel Burke Gil-§ S°Ee*eey. Mex, Shulman: camera. Wi. 


bert. the art direction and settings. 


Seuth Sea Woman 
Burt Lancaster. Virginia Maye 
te help cet about average re- 
turns fer fair Werld War Il 
Marine comedy. 








Hollywood, June 2. 
Warner Bres. release of Sam Bischoff 
productica. Stars Burt Lameaster. Vir- 


adaptation. Ear! Baldwin. Staniey Shapire; 
from play by William M_ Rankin; comers. 
Ted McCord: editer. Clarence Keister 
muse. David Butt Previewed May 2. 
S33. RBuncing time. mins 

Virgimia Mare 
. Chuck Coomeors 


i veh ance Veolia Venn 
Le. Miller Redert Sweeney 
Lt. Pears 


Jacques .. Geerge Saurel 
wire .. Viela Deniels 
SaeeGee .. .. +2 -cccecces Alena Awes 
Capt. Van Dorck ...... Redeiph Andres 
Patso es Noel Cravat 
We Ching Peter Chong 





Presence of Burt Lancaster and 
Virginia Maye as the stars of this 
World War ll service comedy gives | 
it better chances in the general 
market than it could normally ex- | 
pect. The entertainment values are 
enly fair and the business prospects} 
appear about the same. 

The Sam Bischoff production 
uses the flashback technique to tell 
a saga of two Marines anc a looker 
who. through circumstances, sat 
out the early phases of the war with 
Japan on a cozy South Sea island. 
hon-skip-jump 
method of story-telling. film opens | 
with Lancaster facing a courtmar- 
tial on charges of desertion and a 
few other counts. What hed hap- | 
pened to bring om the charges is 
unreveled through testimony at the 
trial. a back-tracking method that, 
weakens suspense im the action and 


prevents smooth continuity, al-/. 


though contributing some to the, 
comedy intentions of the story. The | 
latter is mostly from witness and. 


editér. Comrad A. Nervig 
musical direction, Jeff Alexander: dam 


staging, Alex Boemere. Previewed May 27 
S Rumming tee, 72 MINS. 
Pansy x Debbie Re ‘s 
pie cet ee Bede a2 
Leena Piliegtboe Barbara & K 
hartic Trask Bed Poase 
Wr Hasamer Hanley Sta 4 
Mrs. Hammer Larenme Tuttle 
Pref. Ames Pemfritt Hams Coer«d 


This is a mild comedy procrem- 
mer slated to play off as 2 lower- 
ease booking im the genera! situ2- 
tion. No effort is made to raise it 
above that level. although the pre- 
sentatio#n is adequate, if uninspired, 
to the release intentions. With 
Debbie Reynolds and Bobby Van 
heading the cast. accent is on 
youth. and the bobbysox trade wil! 
get some giggles from the bur- 
lesque of college life. 

Campus cutups depicted are con- 
temporary. but the song catalog 
used is from another era. Miss 
Reynolds and Van sing “All I Do Is 
Dream of You” im a canoe se- 
quence: Van uses “i'm Through 
With Lave” for a sonmg-dance bit, 
and 2 ¢wing version of “Those 
Endearing Young Charms” makes 
2a finale bid for attention. Nearest 
thing to production numbers zre 


| the terp-tune stint on “You Can't 


Do Wrong Doing Right.” in which 
Miss Reynolds. Van. Barbara Buick 
and Bob Fosse participate. and a 
campus version of a jitterbugged 
square dance. 

Innocuous plot by Max Shulman. 
which stirs up a few chuckles from 
frantic antics, is involved with 
seeing the two stars. plus Miss 
Ruick and Fosse, through the 
tribulations of ~freshman life at 


icollege and young love. Miss Rey- 


nolds fussy father. Hanley Stafford, 
cant see her crush on Van. so 
that’s ene complication. The teach- 
ers can't see the students’ attitude 
towards study; a situation particu- 
lariy obmexious to Hans Conried. 
English prof. and Charies Lane, 
chemistry instructer. Other mix- 
ups, such as a separation of the 
young lovers by Hanley. lack of 
money. outwitting teachers and 
parents, blowing up the chemistry 
lab and trying te find spooning 
time. are tossed in to show the 


or story. playing the offering as 


- . : broadly as possible so a few chuck- 
structure is Om its origin, being more a filmed trial officer reaction to the saga les will through. Technical 
the lightweight side. but the com- pjay than a motion picture. But it’s. After missing the boat in Shang-| redits are standard. providing 

polished and 4 i <ul entertaining theatre, whether hai two weeks before Pearl Harbor | tipert = 
tion 


im mess ection end battle - 
scenes. The big screen is 4 
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definite asset for amusing: behind the footlights or on cellu-| because he tries to save his Marine | budect presentation” Broa 
such es “Caeser,” = it adds up to screen joid. Preminger’s guidance gives it chum, Chuck Connors, from mar-, , 
when es well done. fare. There's special appeal to the, pace within the confines of a few riage with Miss Mayo. a night club} 
trade hangers-on. ie sets and much dialog by using ex-' camera girl, Lancaster and the | Sea Beviils 
Comeocted by Julius J. & Philip tremely mobile camera angles and romantic duo try to catch up with | (COLOR) 
Some unjustly carp that G. Fypsteim in a that uses 


im its treditional. classic form) 
there is no —_ to build up the 
seenes to gain 
sweep for the new widescreen era. 
Nor is color used to play up pag- 
eantry. Their lack. however. is 
unimportant. The black & white 
camera has been used effectively. 
the stylized settings simulate scope. 
and the costumes breathe authen- 
ticity 
In “Caesar.” Metro chose one of 
Shakespeare's simplest stories. 


ad” en 
the basis, the film has Ginger 
Regers. William Holden and Paul 
Dougias in the star spots and in- 
troduces newcomer Pat Crowley as 
the stage-struck ingenue_ Writing 
team cloaks the pict im nifty dialog 
that zips along with tradey quips. 
and Irving. Ra "s direction 
makes the most of this in handling 
the situations and players for 
chuckles. 

Holden depicts a supermarket 
clerk who writes his first play. a 
story of a 19-year-old girl and 


| the natural stage movement of the 

players. The cast work is standout. 
‘with William Holden and David 
| Niven breaking about even for 
| male honors. and newcomer Maggie 
| McNamara presenting an interest- 
| ing talent as the femme lead. 

Plot develops from Holden's 
pickup of the willing Miss Mc- 
Namara. who immediately and with 
a disconcerting directness, lets it 
be known she’s not against heavy 
necking, even attempted seduction. 
as long as her virginity remains 
intact. Plot's concerned with ama- 


the outfit but never make it. Dur- | 
ing the journey they spend part of | 
their time on a Chinese junk and 
finally are dumped on a Pacific isle | 
ruled by Vichy Frenchman Leon 
Askin. Posing as deserters. Lan-| 
caster schemes to get back to the | 
Marines while Connors plots to- 
Marry Miss Mayo. Before a cere- 
mony can take place, though. the 
hero has liberated some Free 
French prisoners, stolen a Dutch 
registered yacht and taken to sea 
again with his two traveling com- 

nions. Before they are picked up 








F : a tory jousting. complicated by the by the U.S. forces, this marine | Drsee ; Ywenne de Carie 
Piotwise it is easier to follow than domineering mother. Circumstance enncleeme steahey of Niven, who force sinks a Jap destroyer and _ . et vers 
the fine Laurence Olivier screen brings him in contact with Ginger t-i0< to cut in on Holden's game, | breaks up an enemy landing. Dur-' Lethierry 200000000000. Dens O'Dea 

ions of “Henry V™ and “Ham- Rogers. an aging actress still play-' 44g the in-and-out presence of|ing the action Connors dies a > epee cpeane eet Sagat 
let.” Its threadbare. exciting stery ™£ } and coy, and her ex- Dian Addams, Niven's daughter, | hero's death. Back at the trial, Lan-| Foweme Braares 
of conspiracy and the murder of a busband. D a legit producer. | ho is outraged at Holden because | Caster is cleared and he and Miss 8«see 7772777. ec Barnard 
potential dictator hes enedern ine Latter decides to stage _ play = he was too much the gentleman | Mayo start a new remance. a ee Vaniret .-.... pig Bey 
Plications. It is not burdened $-year-old character aged | not e Sed Ee _ : eee eee ae 

slichted Subplote-or te 29 so Miss Rogers can do it. 2%4 not the insistent male | Arthur Lubin’s direction of the 


ral illusions. 

rates ‘or projec 
and for selecting producer John 
Houseman and director Joseph E- 
Mankiewicz to carry it out. House- 
man and Mankiewicz, with latter 
preparing the shooting screenplay. 
did some judicious pruning. cui- 
ting extraneous dialog and Eliza- 
bethan gags that would be unintel- 
ligible to modern audiences. They 


Against his better judgment and 
over the protests of Miss Crowley. 
who sees. the 19-year-old as her 
perfect part, the switch is made and 
the play flops at trrout. By this 
time. both girls are in love with 
Holden. but careful engineering by 
Dougias fixes things so the play- 
_ wright will wind up with the young 
actress and he will get his ex-mari- 
tal back. 


r 
Holden and Douglas give the of- 


during a pre evening she had 
spent in his agartment. Fadeout 
|finds Holden making his point the 
|hard way, orange blossoms and the 
| wedding march and all. 


| Picture slips into a pitfall rather 
‘common to screen comedies, par- 
, ticularly those adapted from the 
| Stage. The timing doesn't allow any 
| Stop-action waits for laughs. In- 


— 


Stead, it builds such an eagerness | 


to laugh in the audience that film 


Edwin Blum script, which Earl 
Baldwin and Stanley Shapiro 


, adapted from a play by William M__ 
Rankin 


. lets the comedy touches 
fall broadly, particularly in deal-| 
ing with the Connors character. 


) and this ex-L_A. Angels first-sacker he 


does okay with the laugh accent. 
Lancaster's character ts straighter; 
and he varies expertly between | 
muscle-flexing and romancing. Miss | 
Mayo looks good in the assorted | 


t . 
used advantageously to emphasize 
the scenic and period. values. 


. . + ~ tows : - . his yarn by the British un- 
Sok the oleate for itself, how- fering solid acting support. Part | YieWers go into their response be- | costumes that go with the island agent Miss 

ever, wkhast wouching any of the for Douglas is his best since “Let- fore the joke line is over, thus settings. . | ' a ~ 
essentials. 


Highlight of the film ts the 


ter to Three Wives.” Performance 
of Misses Rogers and Crowley 


| cheating themselves out of most of 
the dialog wit for which they have 


Veola Vonn, hotel keeper on the 


. plans 
Ye: t- 3 4 


: island with three attractive nieces. as countess, 

thesping Every performance is a Tange from the too broad to the Paid and negating much of .the earns her full share of chuckles in she's : dead ee has 
tour de force. with Brando, Giel- natural but. on the whole, they | Scripter's efforts at the typewriter. the amorous byplay. Askin is prop-! been imprisoned by the British for 
gud and Mason perhaps receiving ring off the assignments excel- hose lines that are heard crackle erly villainous and among some. i i 

a slight nod because they carry | !ently. Miss Rogers bears down on 


most of the dialog. Any fears about 
Brando appearing in Shakespeare 
are dispelled by his compelling 
portrayal as the revengeful Mark 
Antony. in which he turns in the 
performance of his career. His in- 
terpretatiow of the famous funeral 
eration ~vill be a conversation 
piece. The entire speech takes on 


the stage queen character. but hits 
her peak in 
she acknowledges her age. Miss 
Crowley shows some promise as 
the eager miss determined to be a 
Bway click. 

Supporting assists are topnotch. 
James Gleason mirrors the Broad- 


, way legit agent expertly, as does 


the sequence where | 


and snap with just enough shock 
, intent to keep the affair alive. 

| As noted, the two male stars sock 
their performances. Niven’s mid- 
, dleaged playboy is mighty fancy 
no a and Holden takes no 
back seat im the comedic battle 
| over a dame. Miss McNamara gives 
a good impression, and it will be 
interesting to see what she can do 


rformances of Arthur Shields. 
arry Kelley and Robert Sweeney. 


satisfactorily in  deliverin g the 
broad aims of the Story. 

Ted McCord photographed to’ 
head up the technical credits. all 
of which are good. Brog. ' 


activities im London. 


. , Ssplonage 
| other okay supporting help are the Hudson. a Geernsey Island smug- 


gler who sails 
belief she is returning there 


' 4 = 
No one is asked for any top- rescue her brother, kidnaps her and 
flight histrionics but all show up takes her beck te Guernsey when 

she is spy 


he thinks 

Later. when she is di 

the French to be an impostor z 

is heid prisoner, he goes toe her res- 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Boom In ‘Grassroots Premiere Tours — 


Hollywood, June 2 

Hollywood is gradually discover- 
ing America—and the discovery 
augurs well for the motion picture 
business 

In recent months. more and more 
producers have taken to the road 
ts talk to exhibs and filmgoers in 
the nation’s smaller cities. Some 
have made the trek on their own 
on a sort of fact-finding mission. 
Others hive traveled with small 
units. taking part in “area pre- 
mieres” of new pix in varicus 
spots. In each case. however. reac- 
tion has been the same. Hollywood 
is coming te fhe conclusion that 
travel is broadening. both from a 
boxeffice ard an idea point of view 

Outspoken proponents of the p.a 
tour to hypo public reaction to his 
films is Nat Holt, whose career in 
exhibition before turning to pro- 
duction makes him extremely con- 
scious of need for more direct con- 
tact between Hollywood and co. 
sumer. 

“The important thing.” Holt de- 
clared today tn checking over re- 
sults of his recent tour with upen- 
ings of “The Pony Express™ 
through the west, “is that people 
in Hollywood get out and find out 
what people in the rest of the coun- 
try are seying. It's not just a ques- 
tion of having the public meet a 
few stars and become impressed to 
the point where they look for their 
next pictures. It's the basic 
thing of finding out what they like 
and don’t like In the way of enter-| 
tainment. And sometimes getting 

(Continued on page 16) 


Italian Film Export Te 
Submit Its Expenditure 
Accounting to MPAA 


Italian Films Expert expects to 
submit an accounting of its ex- 
penditure; as a promotion-distri- 
bution outfit in the U.S. to the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
“before the end of June.” Dr. 
Renato Gualino, IFE — general 
manager. said in N.Y. last week. 

According to Gualino. under the 
two-year agreement with MPAA 





which went into effect July 1. 1951, | 


this is the first accounting re- 
quired of IFE which, it’s under- 
stood. so far hasn't remitted any 


to the ture of 12%2% 
American earnings in Italy. 


Under the new agreement. ne- 


gotiated by MPAA prexy Eric 
Johnston in Rome earlier this year 
and ratified in part last week by 
the Italo gevernment, that amount 
is cut to 10%. None of the coin 
can be used for distribution in 
this country. Ratification didn't 
extend to the understanding that 
the additional 242% could be re- 
mitted. 

Clause in the pact provides that 
additional dollar transfers will be 
determined by dollar availability 
in October. It's pointed out that no 
Payment under the extended 
agreement is due until October 
so that concessions by 
the Italians at that time would be 
as gocid as it is now. Under the 
current deal, 3712°% of the Ameri- 
can distribs’ take is remittable. 


Talent Invades N.Y. For 
Ist Foreign-Made Pic 


“Public Enemy Number One.” be- 
lieved to be the first foreign-made 
film to be lensed on location in 
New York, rolls June 11 following 
arrival of producer Jacques Bar 
and other key personnel Bar, di- 
rector Henry Verneui!l and camera- 
man Armand Thirard are sched- 
uled to plane in Friday, (5) from 
Paris. 


Production designer Mordecai 
Gorelik arrived yesterday (Tues) 
while Zsa Zsa Gabor is due from 
Europe next Monday (8). She'll 
costar with Fernandel. Latter. 





the America next Wednesday (10). 


+ 
| 
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Bank Gets Judgment On 
Foreclosed “Magic Town’ 


Los Angeles, June 2 
Bank of America National Trust 
and Sayings Co. was granted a de- 
ficiency jiudgment of $598.562 
against Robert Riskin Productions 
by Judge Arnold Praeger in Su- 
perior Court Case involved money 


owed on the foreclosure on the 
picture “Magic Town.” 

When the film was foreclosed 
last March the deficit was $686- 
662. and the interest since then 
amounts to $4,583 Meanwhile 
there has been an income of $10.- 


213 from foreign revenue 
ment covers the new balance. 


ie ° 
Taurog’s ‘Comedy Script 
*.? 
Needs More Than Spit’; 
> . ; = 
0.0.’s Legit for M&L Pic 
Problem of presenting comedy 
on widescreen will require con- 
siderable study. and is apt to re- 
sult in new techniques. “director 
Norman Taurog said in N. Y. iast 
week (28). Taurog and producer 
Paul Jones are here beating the 
legit bushes for a suitable vehicle 
for their next Dean Martin-Jerry 
Lewis pic. 
“The boys have progressed a lot 
since their first crack at Holly- 
wood.” Taurog said. “Today we 


Judg- 





|ean’t put together storiés for them 


with spit alone. We need some sub- 


'stamce that'll draw the kids and 


| adults too.” 
Taurog. who megged such 
M&L pix as “The Stooge.” | 


“Jumping Jacks” and the recently | 


completed “The Caddy.” all for 
Paramount release. indicated he 
and Jones might wind up buying 
a straight play and adapting it to 
the comedy team’s needs. 

Problem last week shaped as 
much one of material as of time. 
since M&L leave for Europe to- 
day (Wed_). and Taucog intended to 
discuss their new pi: with them. in 
order to whip a script into shape 
during their absence. Pair is ten- 
tatively set to go before the 
cameras for the film in mid-Octo- 


| ber. 
dollars to Italy. IFE is subsidized | 
of frozen | 





NO JUDICIAL BLESSING 
FOR SEALED BIDS: LEVY 


Atlanta. June 2. 

Refusal of the U. S. Supreme 
‘Court to grant the right of appeal 
in the Jackson Park and Milwaukee 
Towne cases “does not mean that 
the Supreme Court gave its judi- 
cial blessing” to the use of sealed 
or auction bidding. This was point- 
ed out here today {Tues.' by Her- 
man M. Levy. general counsel of 
Theatre Owners of America. 

Speaking at the joint convention 
of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners and Operators of Georgia 
and the Alabama Theatre Assn, 


‘as additional justification “for the 
\present widespread and unneces- 
isary use of competitive. bidding 
| where it is unwanted, had not been 
| requested, and is being used by dis- 


obtaining increased film rental.” 
Act in Turk-Lensed Pic 
Stanley Clements. who has the 
top role in the recently completed 
Allied Artists’ release. “White 
' Lightning.” may direct and star in 
'a@ film to be lensed in Turkey. In 
|New York for a visit. actor said 
‘that the venture is in the discus- 
‘sion stage with Turkish 

| Turgut Demirag. Latter owns a 
| studio in Istanbul. 





| Brooklyn-born Clements is a Ma- 
along with players Nicole Maurey | jor Bowes alumnus who broke into “A Star Is Rorn.” to be 
and Dave Opatoshu, is expected on films 13 years ago in 20th-Fox’s by Sid Lait in 


i“Tall, Dark and Handsome.” 





' 


| Levy said that the impression must 
be dissipated before distribs adopt | 


WAIT FOR COSTS 


Indie ops of nabe and smalitown 
theatres have indicated that they're 
bypassing the installation of stereo- 
phonic sound until the cost takes a 
dive. Generally following a “go 
slow” policy in converting to new 
systems, these exhibs are heeding 
the advice of exhib org leaders 
“to take it easy on spending on 
new equipment that may prove to 
be only a temporary stopgap.” 

With evidence that there'll be a 
plentiful supply of 3-D and wide- 
sereen pix. mabe ops have shown 
an inclination to install all-pur- 
pose screens to receive the new 
j However, with stereo- 
phonic sound costing be:ween $10.- 
000 and $15.000 there appears to 


be no signs of a climb on the di-| 


rectional sound bandwagon. Atti- 
tude of small exhibs is that the 
chains can afford to spend stock- 
holders’ coin, but that indie ops 
have to dig into.their own pockets 

Exhibs are also waiting for a 
demonstration of the 20th-Fox 
stereo sound system. which. it’s 
stated, may cost less although re- 
maining a major item in the switch 
to new dimensions. The 20th sys- 


tem, which could conceivably re- 


ceive industry backing, combines 
picture and stereo sound on one 
strip of standard 35m film. Four 
magnetic tracks are placed on film 
by reduction in size of the sprocket 
holes. This method would elimi- 
(Continued on page 16) 


Teenage Vandals 
‘Arouse Exhibs 


Teenage vandalism in theatres. 
which erupted during the war. has 





continued unabated. according to 


theatremen. Although many efforts 
have been made to cope with the 
situation, exhibs are at loss in seek- 


ing remedies. While the damage 


to property and the b.o. decline 
caused by rowdyism cannot be esti- 
mated. exhibs contend it amounts 
to a substantial amount over a 
yearly period. 

Theatre chains and exhib orgs 
feel that the problem can best be 


| handled on a local basis. Managers 
}have been confabbing with locai., 


} police departments, parent-teacher 
organizations and other community 
groups. but haven't succeeded in 


Lust is spearheading a local com- 
_ munity project in an effort to elim- 
, inate the vandalism and rowdyism. 
Providence’s Dan Voladon is push- 
ing a campaign in Rhode Island. 
Several cities in Ohio. in coepera- 
tion with school authorities, are 
offering Special free shaws at the 
peak period of teenage exuberance 
This usually occurs at high school 
commencement time. Shows are 
supervised affairs, with additional 
(Continued on page 16) 


SLOW’ ON 


SOUND 





wholly ending the malicious prac- 
tices. In Washington. exhib Sidney | 





Briefs From the Lots 
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3 Features, 6 Shorts 
Skedded for Vistarama 


Hollywood, June 2 
New Vistarama photographic and 
projection lens, which uses the 
same type of anamorphic “squeeze” 
process as CinemaScope, was dem- 
onstrated by Vistarama prexy Carl 


Dudley on the Columbia studio 
process stage. 
Dudley said it produces a pic 


ture in aspect ratio of 266 to 1 


but release prints in any aspect 
ratio. from standard three to four 
on up, can be made from a single 


negative. He announced that three 
features and six shorts are already 
scheduled to use Vistarama, be- 
ginning with “Tober.” scientifiction 
story which Richard Goldstone will 
produce in color. 


Rouge’ Winds Up Record 
15-Week Run at N.Y. Cap 
With Sock 7256 Take 


“Moulin Rouge” (UA) wound up 
a record run of 15 weeks last week 
(26) at the Capitol. N. Y.. with 
a terrific gross of slightly better 
than $725,000. This compares with 
the gross of “Gone With Wind” 
MG). previous Cap record-holder, 
of $780,000 registered at the thea- 
tre in 1939-40 im two days better | 
than 12 wecks. “Wind” finished 
its lonmgrun March 6. 1940, and 
had the benefit of the year-end 
holidays (‘New Years and Christ- 
mas), having started just prior to 
Christmas. It also took in the iwo 
February holidays. 

“Rouge.” which opened its run 
the middle of last February. was 
helped by the Easter holidays as 
well as two February holidays. At 
the final week's pace of $25,000. 
pic could have continued a bit 
longer. since profitable for—this 
stage of any run. However, Loew's 
wanted the film out in its N. Y. 
neighborhood theatres. The pic. 
incidentally. wound up its first 
week at the Brooklyn Metropolitan 
with around $31,000 for a new 
high. 


RKO SETS HOUSE TO.TEST 
ALL NEW-STYLE FILMS 


In a move which figures to be: 
more or less copied by other cir- 
cuits, RKO Theatres has selected 
‘one of its houses as am experi- 
mental showcase’ for new films in 
the various sizes and with new de- 
velopments in sound. Situation so 
designated. the 86th St. Theatre. 
Manhattan. is equipped with a 
Miracle Mirror screen which can 
accommodate all the new’ aspect 
ratios. including 20th-Fox’s Cin-| 
emaScope. and has directional 
sound system. Screen. full size. ' 
/ measures, 50 feet in width and 22 
feet in height. 

RKO outfit. via the new setup. 
will test audience reaction at the | 








—_— 


! 








| M-G set Benar Colleane as lead 


in “Flame ahd the Flesh” . . . Jed) 
tribution solely for the purpose of Nebraskan.” which Columbia sends 
' ‘before the cameras June 12 with 
Wallace MacDonald producing and. 
Fred F. Sears directing . . . Wyett 
| Ordung’s original. “Symphony of 
thesp | 
John Pickard for independent pro- 
duction . . . Frank Levejey wili co- 
Star with Temy Curtis in “Beach- 
head.” which Aubrey Schenck and 
Howard will make mn 
Eastman color and widescreen for 


' Carey drew star billing in 


; Brave Men.” optioned by 


W. Kech 


UA release. 


Warners cartocn studio. ahead 


86th St. spot and thus determine 
‘the best manner of presentation of 
pix for other of the chain's out-| 
lets. ' 





‘ outfit. 


Battle of Lenses Has Exhibs in Middle: 
Bolsters B.0., Stirs New Pix Ideas TO COME NOWN CinemaScope s High Tab at $2,875 Pair 


Battle of the lenses is in full 
swing in Holywood and exhibs are 
finding :hemselves caught squarely 
in the middie. Their problem is 


as much of systems as it is of cost 

Cinem projection lenses 
are being quoted at $2,875 a pair, 
it’s understood. a price consider- 
ably higher than had been ex- 
pected. “I'm afraid to even men- 
tion it to customers.” one 
equipment house exec confided last 
week. CinemaScope camera lenses 
rent for $25.000 per pic. with few 
takers so far 

The regular short focal length 
lenses run anywhere from $70 to 


aScope 


$300 a pair but currently are in 
a very hort supply since, untii 
very recently, there had hardly 


been a call for them. At present, 
practically each screen ratio re- 
quires a different kind of lens and 
the conviction is growing that this 
Situation is untenable and . will 
contribute to speedier standardi- 
zation of picture dimension. 

On the question of what lenses 
to buy, there’s much confusion. 
There’s speculation over the fu- 
ttre of CiremaScope in its present 
form. Although 20th-Fox imsists 
that its widescreen system is ap- 
plicable to all theatres, large or 
small, some doubt is being ex- 
pressed whether it can be profit- 
ably appliec to houses of limited 
size. This. combined with the high 
cost of the CinemaScope lenses, 
has the trade wondering whether 

‘Continued on page 13) 
. 


Venice Film Fete Preps 
More Hep Treatment Of 
US. Foreign Pix Buyers 


Potential buyers of foreign prod- 
uct.will find their quest facilitated 
at mext year’s Cannes Film Festi- 
val. and the New Venice Film Fete, 
according to Jean Goldwurm. who's 
partnered with George Schwartz in 
operation of several N. Y. art 
houses as well as a distributing 
Just returned from the re- 
cent Cannes fete, he disclosed this 
week that officials of the Riviera 
event have promised to improve 
liaison between buyers and sellers. 

“This year’s Cannes festival,” 
Goldwurm said. “was lacking in an 





| atmosphere ef good pictures. There 


were better quality films last year. 
To my biggest regret. nothing was 
done to help the foreign buyers get 
together with producers. I urged 
the directors of the event that 
every day, at each of the big hotels, 
& reception room should be set 
aside for trade purposes. 
“Someone from the festival com- 
mittee should supervise as well as 
introduce buyers and sellers with- 
out cocktails and speeches—a pure- 
ly business meeting. This sugges- 
tion was applauded by everyone. 
‘For whom are you organizing a 
festival?’ I asked the authorities. 


“For the ‘press, for stars. or are you 
,aiming at improving possibilities 


of selling your pictures’?” 


Femme Clubs Honor WB, 
Booth, Disney, Goldwyn 


Washington. June 2. 
Two awards went to Warner 
Bros. last Friday ({29) at the mo- 
tion pi lupeheon which was 
one of the features of the annual 





. 
Metro’s Whitbeck Was | convention of the General Federa- 


L.A. Flacks’ Ist Tom-Tom’ 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Frank Whitbeck, vet Metro ad- 
vertising-exploitation-trailer exec. 
who will be 71. im July, will be 
honored by the Hollywood fla~ks | 


June 12 at the first annual Tom-| 
'Tom Award lunch. Award -will be 


presented annually to the publicist | 


tion of Women’s Clubs. 

“Story of Will Rogers” copped 
the prize for best biography of the 
year 1952-53. amd Sherry Jackson 
won out as best child actress of the 
year for her performances in WB's- 
“Miracle of Fatima” and “Trouble 
Along the Way.” 

irley Booth added another 
kudo to her collection wher she 
was chosen best actress of the year 


| sidering an expansion of 


} te include a program of commer-| 
' cials . . « Warners signed Hugh 
vocal arrangs-| 
songs in 
* produced | not necessarily 


| Martin to do the 
ments for Judy Gariand’ 


i WarnerColer. 


tige to the ‘profession. 
Pablicists 


ional The June 12 date also marks. the 
i Guild’s 18th birthday. 


Back, Little Sheba.” Saenmel Gold- 


Guild prexy Dan | wyn was given an award for “Hans 
Thomas, in announting the annual | Christian Andersen.” and another 
award, declared that recipient will, went to Walt Disney for “Peter 
be a PG member. 


Pan.” 


Clubwomen were adidressed by 


bEric Johnston and Myrna Loy. 
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J. Ray Ups Palms’ To Lofty $50,000, 


Chi, Shane’ Socko 266, ‘Bess’ Good 


24G, Sti Strong 186, Ft. T? 156 


Chicago. June 2. 
Warm weather for the ian! 
weekend _ brought in eights new 
films to the Leop which are ex- 
pecting the r biggest biz in many 
sessions. Widescreen pictures are 
making their bow here. with two 
such entries opening concurrently 
“Shane.” one of the wi 
entries. at the State-Lake 
Sé neko $26 000. “Young Bess’ } 
good $74 900 at Orienta The +-D 
Fort Ti” shapes fine “$15.000 at 
United Artists “Invaders From 
Mars” is big $12.500 at Grand 
Johnnie R=v plus Georgia Gibbs 
onstate at Chicago should boost 
“Down Among Shelterins Palms” 


descreen 
:OOxS 


to a resounding $56.000. while 
Seared Stiff” looks lush %18.000 
at Palace. Fereicn entry. “Justice 
Is Dore.” at World looks okav $4- 
000. The Monroe is brisk $8.000 
with “O. K. Nero.” 

Sotit Second™ and “Woman 


They Almost Lynchet™ in second 
frame at Roosevelt should hit an 
okay total “Titanic” continues 
ar in third round at Woods while 
fi ming “Little Sheba™ still 
is bright for 13th frame at Zies- 
feld 


ong-Tu 


Estimates fer This Week 

Chicawe (B&K) (3.900- 98-$1.25 
—“Sheltering Palms” ‘20th! with 
Johnnie Rav and Georgia Gibhs 
onstage Hefty $50.000 Last 
week. “Destination Cobi” (20th 
with Van Johnson personal. $43.- 
000 

Grand ‘RKO? ‘1.203: $8-$150-— 
“Invaders From Mars” ‘20th! and 
“Silver Whip” (20th). Fast $12.- 
500. Last week, “Salome” Col! 
(‘Sth wk’, $12,500. 

Menree (Indie) (1,000: 55-58 — 
“=O. K. Nero” UFE:. Bright $8.- 
oon Last week, 3-D Ficht Pix 
(UA: and “Luxury Girls” ‘IFE’. 


$+.400. 

Oriental (Indie) (3.400. 98-$1.25 
—“Yorng Bess” ‘M-G). Good $724.- 
000. Last week, “Juggler” ‘Col 
2d wk’, $15,000. 

Palace (Fitel) (2500: 9$8)— 
“Seared Stiff” (Par! Excefient, 
$18.000 Last week. “Girls . of 
Pleasure Island” (Par) (24 wk). 
$13.000 

Roos-velt ‘B&K? {1.500: 55-38)— 
“Split Second” (RKO) and “Woman 
Almost Lynched™” ‘Rep! (2d wk). 
Trim $9090. Last week. $17,000. 

State-lake (B&K) (2.700: 398-' 
$1.25\—“Shane” (Par). Wide screen 
nov elty should catch socko $26.000. 
Last week. “Moulin Rouge” (UA'. 
(Sth wk’. $18,000. 

Ueited Artists (BAK?) (1.700: a 
64 —“Port Ti” (Col). This 3-D pic! 
is fine $15000. Last week, foe as 
Face™ ‘RKO’ and “Count 
Hours” ‘RKO? (2d wk). $10500. | 

Woeds ‘Essaness! (1.073: 98\—' 

“Titanic” (20th) (3d wk’. Ok $14- 
000. Last week. $18.000 

Wer'd ‘Indie! (587: 98:—‘“Jus-. 
tice Ix Done” (Indie) Lush $4.- 
080. Last week. “Don Camillo” 
(IFE: (5th wk). $3,500. 

Zieefe"a ‘Lopert? ({485- 98— 
“Little Sheba™ (Par) (13th wk). 
Fine $3.200. Last week. same. 


New Bills Boost Cincy; 





‘Sone’ Sweet at $9.500, 


‘Stiff’ OK 146, Bess’ 96 
Cincinnati, June 2 
Three bright new bills and a lift 
from the holiday are boosting 
downtown trade this session. 
“Seared Stiff” is the top coinget- 
ter and doing nicely at Albee 
“Youne Bess” has the Capitol in 
the chins while the Palace is 
sounding sweet music with “Desert 
Song” “House of Wax” and 
“Titanic” are sturdy holdoverw 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee ‘RKO’ (3.100: 55-55'— 
“Seared Stiff’ (Pari. Trim $14- 
00) Last week. “Moulin Rouse” 





Estimates Are Net ° 


Pil m gro ss estimat 
peo ted herewi 
ous key 
without 


n Lone 


playing 


Cities 
the 20° 
uiors share on net take 
percentage 


th fr 
are 


ex re- 


= 


net. 2 ee. 


tax. Distrib- 


when 
hence the 


estimated figures are net in- 


come 


The parenthetic 


prices, however, 
include, the U. S 


tax. 


admission 


as indicated. 


amusement 








Ft. Ty Terrif 
$11, 000 Omaha 


New bills 


taha. June 2 


at all a major down- 


town spots this week but biz is 
somewhat disappointing in view of 
weekend. g 


holiday 


Ww crop are 


and 


aad plenty of spenders 
“Fort Ti” 
ciano-Woleott fight pix at 


ood weather 

Besf of 
plus Mar- 
State 


“Powder River” at Omaha 


Estimates fer This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) ‘1 
“Ambush Tomahawk Gap Col 


100; 20-76 — 


and “Serpent of Nile” ‘Col Mild 
$4.000 ‘yt + “Problem 
Girits”. (Col) “One Gir i's Con- 
fession™ ‘CoP. $4,500 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.100: 20-76 
—“Powder River” (20th) and 
“Gambler and Lady™ (20th). Hef- 


ty exploitation helping this 6 nice 


$7 500 


Everything” 


City” 


and 
WB) 


“Fort Ti” 


M-G). 


brero” (M-G) 
_(M-G), $4,000 at 25-76 scale. 


Last week. “Girl 
‘M-G' and 
$7.000. 
Orpheum Tristates: 
70'\—“Light ef Silvery Moon” 
“Stop. You're Killing Me™ 
Okay $10,000 
“Girls Pleasure Island” 
“Loose in Londen” 
State (Goldberg) (865: 50-$1)— 
(Col) and Marciano-Wal- 
ecott fight pix {‘UA). This is Omaha's 
_ fourth taste of 3-D and novelty ap-| 
} parently is not wearing off. Fancy 
$11.000 looms. Last week, 


Whe Had 
“Rebel 


Last 
‘Par! and 


(AA), $8,500. 





Balto Big; ‘Shane’ Wham 


$22,500, Bess’ Oke 136, tss., west, sheverine “Paime™ 
‘Moon’ Silvery $12,000 


‘ crowds away 


Baltimore, June 2. 


Memorial Day holiday weekend fare for current 
ee Rage Sora erence Reve | tty" hot term and looks | 


cool 


weather 
from beaches. “Shane” | scale «ame. 


Kept 


“Som- 
and “Fast Company” 


(3.000; 20-) 
(WB) j 


week.) 


‘SPACE’ WOW $14,000, 


PORT; BESS TAL 116 Holday Rain Boosts B way Bi; 
3D Fort Ti Sock OG Bay’ Big 36, 
Titanic Great 1036, ‘Bess’ Hot 1356 


Portland, Ore.. June 2. | 
Biz is perking a bit at first-runs | 
ithis week after a lehgthy slump 
' because of product. “It Came From } 
Outer Space” shapes great at} 
Broadway to pace city. “Young! 
Bess” also is big at Liberty. “Desert 
Rats” is oke in two houses 
Estimates fer This Week 
Broadway (Parke: 1890: 80- 
$125—"It Came From Out er 
Space™ ‘| Great $14.000 or ovs« 
Last week, “Sombrero M-G and 3 
“Secret Sharer RK‘ ». $7.000 
Guild (Parker) (409- $1)—“Lili” 
M-G 2d wk’. Tali $3.700. Last 


week, $4.10 


Liberty ‘Hamrick! ‘1.875: 65-9 
—“Young Bess” (M-G! and “Bright 
Road M-G Big $11.000. Last 
week. “Hitch-Hiker™ (RKO) and 
“Woman Almost Lynched™ ‘Rep’. 
$7 .000 

Mayfair Evergreen! (1.500: 65- 
oO .-— “Nev er Wave at WAC” (RKO 
and “Angeli Face” (RKO m1.0.}. 


Good $4500. Last week. “Moulin 
Rouge” (UA) (6th wk’, $4.400 
Oriental ‘Evergreen’ ‘2.000; 65- 
90\—“Desert Rats” 20th and 
“High Treason” Indie Okay 
$3,000 or less. Last week, “Never 
Wave at WAC™ (RKO “Angel 
Face” (RKO, $3.700 
Orpheum ‘Evergreen 
9$0'\—“Desert Rats” 
“High Treason” ‘Indie). Oke $6.000 
Last week. “Never Wave at WAC™ 
RKO! and “High Treason” (Indie 
$7400 
Paramount (Evergreen 
65-90 '—““Powder River” ‘20th’ and 
“Dark Man™ (‘Indie!. So-so $5500 
Last week. “Invaders From Mars” 
20th! and “Fangs of Arctic” 
Indie!. $6.400 
United Artists 
“ —“Never Let 
iid $5.000. Last week 
: 4th wk?, $2.800. 


afer Socko 
$15,000, L’ville 


Louisville, June 2 
Impact of hot weekend was off- 
set considerably im this city by 
new, strong fare. and Memorial 
Day weekend. “Sangaree in 


and 


1.730; 63- 
20th! and 


3.400; 


Dar 
its a @t 





\technicolor and +-D. at ihe Rialto 


is smash leader. “All Ashore” 
Mary Anderson looks fancy. “Never 
Let Me Go” at the Kentucky also 


is strong. “Young Bess” at -State 


jis only fairish. 


’ 


‘ 
. 


. 


Estimates for This Week 
mM | (Switow? (1.200: 50-75 
Never Let Me Go” (M-G) and | 
B~ Two” (M-G) 


$5,000. : 
Mary Andersen ‘People’s’ (1.200: 

50-73)--Al Ashore” (Col). This} 

Technicolor production is ideal’ 


fanty $7,000. Last week. “House | 
Of Wax” (WB) (3d wk), at upped | 


iis sumaalionad at Keith's with local' Rialtte ‘Fourth Avenue) (22000; 


crix going all out for this wide- | 50-75.— 


t “Sangaree” 
Young Bess” at Technicolor 3-D opus 
the Century is cashing in on = . by double holiday 


screen western. 


Coronation interest. 
Silvery Moon™ at Stanley 3b good | 
while “Titanic” is 


staying power at the New in 
‘ond week. 


“By Light Of 


nice | $12,000 


S$ $ec- 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20 
70\—~ Young 
$13,000. Last week. 
Me Go” (M-C) (24 wk), $7,000. 
Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2.100. 
50-$1.23'\—*“Salome” 


wk’. 


$18,000 for third. 


Keith's ‘Schanberger) (2.400: so | 
$125'—~Shane”™ (Par!. Giant $22.- 


Last week, “Fort Ti” 


$11.200. 


Bess” 


(M-G). 


Brisk 
“Never Let 


(RKO) (4th 


Still — at $15,500 after | 


(Cab), | 


Little (Rappaport) (310, 25-90'— 
“Man On Ti 


wk. 
week. 


Mayfair 
“Ma. Pa Kettle On VYacstion™ 


(Hicks) 


, ghtrope” 
Nice $3,300 after $3.800 last 


Opening tomorrow 


(20th) ‘3d 


(980; 20-70— 


‘UR 
‘Wed. after 


4 


Last week, “Off Limits” (Par) and. 
Marciano vs. Walcott ght pix (UA). 


fLeew's'. (3.000: 
“Young Bess” (M-G) 
Wall” «Col). Only fairish $10.000 
Last week. “I Love Melvin” (M-G' 
and “Confidentialily Connie” (M-G). 
$6.000. * 


‘BESS’ GREAT $17,000 
IN DET; “HTANIC’ 286 


Detroit, June 2. 

Memoria) Day weekend had little 
effect*on downtown pix bz this | 
year “Young Bess.” timed to! 
catch Coronation fever. looks 
great at the Adams. “Titanic” 
looms oke at the Fox. “Zrouble 
Along Way” is fair at Palms. 
House of Wax” still is big in fifth 
week at Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week 


3O-73'—, 
and ‘~Glass 


State 





en ome eee = 


0. week of “Woman They Almost ‘ -Detroit) | eo 
(UA) Q@ wh), “$10500 at 75-$1 [ynched” (Col) got fair $4400. eee ee Ls aa 

=is eo New ‘Mechanic! (1.800; 35-70\— Treason” (Indie) Oke $ 28.000 
Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 55-85\— titanic” (20th) (2d wk’. Still po- Last week. “Man on Tightrope” 
Youn? Bess ‘M-G'. Hotsy $9- tent at $16,000 after $18,700 (20th) and Lione! Hampton on- 
Senee ae week, “Anna (Ire. opener. | Stage. $39,000 


Grand ‘RKO? (1.400: 75-$1.25\— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (m.o.' ‘4th 
wk*. Still slick for sixth front-line 
— at $5500. Last week, $6.- 


Keith’s (Shor) (1500: 55-85— 
“Titanic” (2%h} @d wk). Good 
$6090 after $7.900 bow. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 55-85'— 
“Desert Song” (WB Sweet $9.- 
SO. Last week. “invaders From 
Mars” 20th), $7,500. 


Playhouse (Schwaber? 


(420: 50- 


(United Detroit) (4.000: 


$1\—“Importance Being Edrnest™ 95-$1.25'—“House of Wax" (WB) 


(Ce (3d wk). 
second 
Stanicy 


as 


Still big $4.500. same 
week. 
(WB) ($3,280: 35-80 


“Light Of Silvery Moon” ‘ is 
Last week. “House 


Good $12,000. 


of Wax" 


(WB) 


—* scale. 


3123 


‘fifth 


‘Rap 
—M 


} 


(4th wk’, $14,700 at 


120; 3» 


" (UA (6th) 
wk. Socko $12,500 after $15,700 in 


i 


(Sth wk! Big $17,000. Last week. 
$2400. - 

Paims (UD) (2961 70-95) — 
“Trouble Way” (WB) and 
“4%h Man” { ). Fair $16,000 


Last week, “Man im Dark™ ‘Col 


and “Stren ef Bagdad™ ‘Col! ‘2d 
wk'. $15,000. 
Madison ‘UD! (1900 70-935 — 


“Hitch-Hiker™ (RKO’ ard ~Count 
(Continued on page 16) 


. | $2.80)—“Cinerama”™ 
| wk). The 35th stanza ended yester- 


Despite the fact that Memoria! ! today 


Day weekend this year represented | 


only a quickie two-day holidas 
instead of the usuai three or four 
days, raim Jast Saturday (30) and 
cool, threatening weather Sundays 
31) gave Bsoadway film business 
a real | ift. The result is a big im- 
provement this session over recent 
sagging weeks. Both the Mu 

Hall and Roxy established new 
Decoration Day sanards Saturday 
The Criterion set a new opening 


day mark last Friday (29 

Continued strength of 3-D pix 
gave the Broadway deluxers an 
added push. Standout in this cate- 
gory is “Fort Ti.” with a smash 
$60.000 at Criterion. “Thunder Bay” 
continued sock with $30,000 in 
second week at the State. “Cin- 
erama.” the grandfather of tri- 
dimensionals. of course, conti nues 
near capacity at the Broadway. v 
$39.000 fer the 35th week 

Besides these three. “Titanic” 
with iceshow omstage landed a 
great $103,000 in its first week at 
the Roxy. “Tonight at 8:30" hit a 
socko $9,200 on its initial stanza 
at the arty Baronet. ~‘Strange 
Deception™*’ also was very good 
$8200 in first round at the Nor- 
mandie. “Battle Cirenus” was fair 
$20.000 for preem week at the 
Capitol while “Destination Gobi” 
shapes to get only mild $10,000 in 
first session at the Globe 

“Young Bess” with Coronation 
pageant featuring the stageshow 1} 
holding with big $135,000 in ‘secon 
week at the Music Hall. same as 
opening round. Favorable weather 
is enabling “Désert Song” with 
Jerry Gray 
Alan King topping stage bill to 
land a good $61.000 in second 
stanza at the Paramount. 

“Salome” held nicely to get 
$13.000 in 10th frame ended last 
night ‘Tues.’ at the Rivoli. “Pres- 
ident’s Lady” looks to get fair) 
$12,000 im second round at the 
Astor. 

The Victoria closed for 
days after “The Juggler” landed 
an okay $10,000 in fourth week ‘6 
days) to ready the house for preem 
of the 3-D “Sangaree” tomorrow 
‘Thurs.’. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster ‘City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.50) 
—”President’s Lady” (20th) (2d 
wk). First holdever round ending 
today ‘(Wed_) is holding at fair $12.- 
000 after only $14,000 opening 
week. Likely not to stay very much 
longer. 

Broadway (Cinerama) (1.250: we 
(Indie) (36th 


Saas 


day ‘Tues.) was great $39.000, not 
far from capacity. The 34th week 
was $38.000. Goes into Warner The- 
atre Friday 
'formance that night for continua- 
tion of Broadway run. 

Barenet ‘Reade’ (430. 90-$1.50)— 
'“Tonight et 8:30” (Indie! (2d wk). 


Initial session ended Sunday (31) 
‘hit great $9.200. top non-holiday 


week but topped by “Importance 
-Being Earnest” ‘Us last Xmas week } 
Fine crix appraisal hints a run. 
Capitel ‘Loew's (4.820: 70-$1.80) 
—Battle Circus” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
First round ended last night ‘Tues.’ 
was fair $20.000. In ahead. “Moulin 
Rouge™ (UA) 


week. Established longrun mark at 
Cap. topping former record heid 
by “Gone With Wind” (£-G) by 
several weeks. Registered $725.000 
in longrun. 

Criterion (Moss) (1.700: 85-$2.20) | 
—“Fort Ti” ‘Col}. Initial session 
ending tomorrow ‘Thurs.’ looks to 
hit terrific $60,000. one Of all-time 
big weeks here. Made new high for 


‘opening dar. Holds. natch! House 


closed last Weduesday-Thursday to 


'set theatre for 3-D showings of 


he In ahead. “Split Second” 
‘RKO) (24 wk-8 days’, $9.50. 

Fine Arts (Davis! ‘468; 99-$1.80) 
—“Fanfer the Tulip™ ‘indie? (3th 
wk’. Fourth round ended Sunday 
31) continued very big with $9.300, 
as against $9200 for third week 
Stavs on indef. 

Glebe ‘Brandt? ‘1.500: 60-$1 50)— 
“Destination Gobi” (20th!. — 
stamza ending tomoffeg ‘Thurs.’ 
heading for mild $10,000. In roeey 
“Treasure Golden Condor” (20th). 
dull $9,000 despite ‘boost from pre- 
view of “Gobi” “Parmer Takes 


Wife” (20th) due in Friday (5). 
‘Par-Rese) ($56: 6&- 
$1.20) — “Hiteh-Hiker™ ‘6th wk) 


Fifth round ended last night ‘Tues. 
heid around $5,000 after good $5.- 
206 ‘or fourth. 

Mapsfair ‘Brandt! (1.736: 70-$1.80° 
“Desert Rats” (0th) ‘4th wk-<4 


idays'. Current week winding up don™ 


band. Four Aces and’ 


t night 


three * 


(3) with single per-. 


(15th wk). held at) 
$25.000 after sock $31.000 for 14th’ 


Wed.) is down to mild $6.- 
300 after $9.000 for third frame 


Man on Tightrope” (20th) opens 
tomorro« Thurs 

Nermandie Normandie Thea- 
tres 392: 95-$1.80' — “Strange 
Deception™ ‘Casino} (2d wk?. Initia 
session ended Monday ‘1) was very 
good $8,200. Pic teed off with elab- 
orate preem Monday (25' night. 
Italian pic looks to build on word- 
3I- neut th 

Palace RKO: (1.700: 50-$1.50:— 
“Invaders From Mars” (20th! with 
8 ects of vaudeville. Heading for 
good $20.000 in week ending tomor- 
row Thurs In ahead, “The 
System™ (WB: with vaude. mild 
$16,000 


Paramount Par’ (3.664: 80-$1.80) 
—“South Sea Woman” (WB) with 
Vie Damone, Richard Hayman orch, 
Joey Bishop, Bunny Briggs onstage 
Opens today Wed Last week. 

Desert Song WB: plus Jerry 
Gray orch. Four Aces. Alan King 
heading stageshow (2d wk’. good 
$51,000 aft $60.000 opening 


alter 

frame 

Paris ‘Indie! (568: 90-$1.80' — 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie! [4th 
wk Third round cnded Sunday 
ae pushed to smash $13.600 after 

12.500 for second week 

' Riveli UAT? (2.082: 95-$1.80 
“Salome™ (Col) (llth wk'. The 10th 
frame ended last nigsht ‘Tues. 
held very well with $13.000 aiter 
,_ Okay $14.000 for ninth week. 

Radice City Musie Hall (‘Rocke- 
fetlers) (5.945; 90-$2.40) — “Young 
Bess” (M-G) with stageshow (2d 
wk’. House was especially helped 
by Memorial Day weekend. Cur- 


— 


rent week looks to ld at big 
$135,000 same as opefling stanza. 
Saturday was biggest Memorial 
Day ever at Hall. Stays on 

Rexy ‘20th’ (5.886; 50-$2.20) — 
“Titanic” (20th! with iceshow (2d 
wk Initial session ended last 


Tues.) soared to great $103.- 
000. being helped by fine reviews. 
In ahead. “Trouble Along Way” 
WB) with iceshow ‘3d wk’, $41,000. 
Registered biggest Memorial Day 
ever on Saturday ‘30 

State (Loew's) ‘3.450: 85-$1.80 — 
“Thunder Bay” ‘U: (3d wk). Initial 
hoidover frame ended last night 


i(Tues.) continued great with $30.- 


000 after smash $41.000 first week 

Trans-Lux GOth St. ‘T-L) (453: 
90-$1.50)\—“Bellissima”™ (IFE 3d 
wk’. Third stanza ending Friday 
(5) lopks to reach big $6,300 after 
,$6.700 in second week. 

Trans-Lax 52d St. ‘T-L) (540: 990- 
$1.50)}—“Lili” (M-G) (13th wk). The 
i2th round ended Monday (1) 
climbed to socko $8.300 after $6.- 
600 for Tlth week 

Victoria ‘City Inv.) (1,060: 9$5- 
$1.50\—“The Juggler” ‘Col! ‘4th 
wk-6 days). Finished run Sunday 
(31) with okay $10.000 for abbre- 
viated stanza. Third week was $i2.- 
000. House closed down for three 
days to get ready for 3-D “Sanga- 

ree” (Par), which opens gomorrow 
(There). 


‘Heat, Races Bop Indpls., 
But ‘Sangeree’ Lively 
$15,000; Bess’ Slow 86 


indlanapolis. June 2 

A heat wave on top of Speedway 
attendance Memorial Day, esti- 
mated in excess of 190.000. put a 
in film biz over holiday 

“Sangaree.” at Indiana, 
boxoffice standout being 

“Young Bess” at Loew's 
and “Desert Song™ at Circle are 
tep:d 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele Cockrill-Dolle! (2.800; 506- 
76:— “Desert Song” (WB? and 
“System’ ‘WB’. Mild $8.000. Last 
week. “Sheitering Palms” ‘(2%h) 





_and “Silver Whip™ ‘20th). $6.500. 
Intiana (3.200, 50-$1.20)—* 


(Cc-D) 
“Sangares” (Par). 
Last week. “Titanic 
“Kansas and Pacific” ‘AA’. $7500 
at 530-76c scale. . 

Keith's  (C-D 1.300: 50-76)— 
“Tonight We Sing” ‘2Mh'. Drab 
$2.500. Last week. “House of Wax™ 
‘WB? ‘m.o.), fine $8.000 at 56-$1.20 
scale. third ‘week downtown. 

Leew's ‘Loew's! (2.427: 30-76— 
“Young Bess” ‘M-G) and “Fast 
oe. ‘M-G'. Slow $8.000_ Last 

“Remains to Be Seen™ (M-G! 
ar "Cn of Hunted™ (M-G'. $7,500. 

‘Lyric (CD) 1.60 3BO-76— 
“Lone Hamd™ ‘U! and “Lagosi 
Meets Brooklyn Gorilia™ ‘Indie’. 
Oke $4500. Last week. “Rear of 
Crowd” ‘AA’ and “Loose in Lon- 
(indie), $5 500. 
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LOOK! IT’S BUMPER-TO-BUMPER 


along the highways with.sunny weather, 
baseball and all kinds of outdoor competition! 











;, : 
LOOK! irs sumpcr-to-sumPer | 


AT THE MUSIC HALL and across the nation! 








as M-G-M’s BIG TECHNICOLOR HIT 


“YOUNG BESS’ 


THE LOVE STORY OF A PRINCESS! - 





M-G-M presents In Color by Technicolor 
“YOUNG BESS” (The Love Story Of A 
Princess) starring JEAN SIMMONS 
STEWART GRANGER - DEBORAH 
KERR - CHARLES LAUGHTON « with 
Kay Walsh «+ Guy Rolfe - Kathleen Byron 
Cecil Kellaway + Leo G. Garroll + Rex 
Thempson « Screen Play by Jan Lustig and 
Arthur Wimperis + Based on the novel by 
Margaret Irwin + Directed by George Sidney 
Produced by Sidney Franklin 


A Great M-G-M . 
Attraction When 
You Need It Most! 
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Shane’ Standout in D.C, Sock 266; _ | Cenc Oka og 3D Pix Hypo !.A. Biz; Space’ Huge 
Pickup’ Hot 106, ‘Bess'-Vaude 236’ etn ieeees $70,000, Ft. Ti Fast 646, ‘Bess’ Brisk 


: ’ me in months. “Young Bess” at State | 
' Despite a relatively qaiet holiday | looms slow. “Desert Song” is not) 5G, Ginerama 356, oth, Sift 236 
weekend, general level of biz along Key City Grosses | qpesially big but oke at Allen. | 


main stem is brisk. Standout is an Shelterin ims” 
“Shane,” which shapes sock at the ‘Down Among tering Palms’ 


























at Hipp shapes light. n 2. 
Warner ang at company’s Sorel Estimated Total Gross | ‘ = Estimates for This Week i RTE Oy ee a te oe up 
y nate, - eae ge pot ‘Young | This Week ...... $2,596,100 Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-85)—| Broadway Grosses here this frame with 3-D and wide- 
ay bright. hak inet tan ar tines be! ‘ ‘aes ae oes, aoe Oe ~Desert Song’ “ = ted $9,000 screen adéing tremendously to cur- 
th ; Coronation-conscious city also Gtres, chiefly first runs, im- | Last week. Titanic” (20th) $13,000 , oe rent week's total. This is remark- 
n solill aide is “Pickup on South uding N. Y.) |__Hipp ‘Telemanagement) (3,700 Estimated Total Gress able because Memorial Day holi- 
acral at Loew’s Columbia. “Man| 7°! Gross Same Week 35-85)/—"“Sheltering Palms” (20th) , This Week ...... . $579,400 (day rarely means much here. at the 
me Tistafope” ts thous is Toei Last Year ...... $2,289,200 and “Bandits eee Bina oy ‘ Based on 20 theatres) wickets 
Dupont week. Holdovers generally | ( Based on 24 cities, and 216 | $8.000 —_, ea 500. ae C2 I Last Year . . . $601,100 Town topper is the 3-D “Came 
are steady. : a theatres.) eae Mall | (585 Based on 20 theatres From Outer Space” which is giv- 
Estimates for This Week 5$5)—“Forbidde SEE I d my ———— ——an ing the Hilistreet and Pantages its ° 
55-85)—"Forbidden Games “Two best weekend trade in seven years. 


Capitel (Loew's (3,434; 55-95)— ' ¢ | Light $2,500. Last -week, é s it is heading for a whoovine $70.- 
“Young Bess™ (M-G) plus vaude. | Cents Worth Hope Indie . $2.000 aree “Fast 000 or near on ‘tattial ennai in 
Trim $23,000. but not up to hopes. | ane | gh alace (RKO) (3.300; | 55-85)— these two houses. “Fort Ti.” also 


Last week, “Treasure Golden Con-| |“Fort Ti” (Col). Seck $23,000 or! 3-D but without stereophonic 


dor,” (20th) and vaude, $18,000. over. Holds. Last week. “Int aders | ° sound, shapes near solid $64,600 in 
Columbia (Loew's) (1,174; 55-85) | . - From Mars” (20th). $9500. | twe situations. The stereo sound 
—*Pickup on South Street” (26th’. | | _ State (Loew's) (3,450; 5-35) — | : risco was dropped after two days to save 
Fine $10,000. Last week, “Invaders | 3 3 “Young Bess” (M-G'. Slow $9,000. the expense of an extra boothman 


from Mars” (20th), $6,000. |Last week, “Girl Who Had Every-| , because neither the bi 

"Depenil (Lopert) (372; inten Philadelphia, June 2. | thing” (M-G), same. San Francisco. June 2 impnerenint oon etad 5 Saad. 
“Man on Tightrope” (20th) (2d wk).| Heavy rains are spelling big biz cae ee s) gee ge 8 Rag a «| Seety. 4 A Widescreenine “Young Bess” 
Stout $5.500 after bi 000 last! f vet-rume ia aaa +. | “Vanquished” (Par). Ordinary $5.- plus tourist influx is boosti yiz amy ot eee 5 2 a 
walle ioe. das for first-runs this session, with 000. Last week. “Jamaica Run”|at both Paramount and Golden | !00Ms smart $25,000 in two sites, 





we. Memorial Day especially strong as a uae . G Howev he 3-D in three | "efular scale. “Scared Stiff” shapes 

f » | 1) Par), ditto. zate. However, the pix in three e ee F 

«angel Face” (RKO) Siow $1,000. a result of unfavorable outdoor Market Street houses are not = fn at houses - 
Last week, “Man in Dark” (Col)! weather. New product is faring Pi ’P rful 21 ; enough to carry whole load, further $20,000 is Bo for Semmes Neat 
(3d wk), $8,000. lespecially well Big bally for ickup owe G, | handicapped by lack of stamina on aa poo while “pi . ~~ y ¥ oF 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1.200; 55-| «cp: : - gern Tax P ’ | part of some holdovers. “Sangaree. St” ae af mee Pe 27 000 f n 2 - 
85\—“Vanquished” (Par). Sluggish | “Pickup on South St.” is giving it Hub: Shane Tall 306 | getting best coin in city, is smash > + eaten 7% h hee afth 
$4,000. Last week, “Jack McCall,|2 terrific stanza at the Goldman. | ’ : : + a Eg ee pene aa ° os in t 
Desperado” (Col), $4,000, | Same is true of “Shane” which is | G, ig at Par. —— Se 6 oe , 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370: 55-85)—| in for a mighty session at the Mast-_| Bess’ 17 ‘Song l 3-D like “Sangaree.” still is solid| _ Estimates for This Week 
“Titanic” (20th) (2d-final wk).!,,um Smart exploitation is help-| Boston, June 2. “F ST” t. 3D: “ey w aie Hillstreet. _Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
Pleasing $10,000 after $14,000 last | ing “Sangaree” to a solid sound at) _Hypoed by strong entries biz is| , OT °° "third ee Orchreenel ee SEGL50)—— Came Trnen 

week. | the "Stanley “Moulin yj wet on upbeat this stanza. “Shane,” “Des ornate "teak > id ¢ the = —- ee Na gag deta 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1)—| perked to a sock total at bandbox Which opened big at the Met, seems | ;Desert Rats” looks mild at the | 000. Last week. with Ritz. “Hap- 
“The Star” (20th) (4th wk). Very) Trans-Lux although in 13th wee's , likely to get top coin. “Pickup on Warheld. oung s air at pens Every Thursday” (U) and 

slight dip to $4,700 after smooth | South St.” at the Memorial, is} * 4™2*!¢- ‘ Lone Hand” (U!. $17.000; holding 
$3 000 last week. Holds. Estimates for This Week equally big at smaller house. | Estimates for This Week second week at Ritz for slow $2,- 

Warner (WB (2,174: 55-85\—| Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— “Young Bess” at the State and Or-| Golden Gate (RKO) 2.850; 95- 200. 

“Shane™ (Par). Tops the town with, “Lili” (M-G) (3d wk). Neat $8,200. | Pheum (also appears) in the chips. | $1.25) — “Sangaree” (Par) and Downtewn. Hawaii (‘SW-G&S) 
socko $26,000. Holds on. Last week, | Last week, $8,500. “Desert Song” at Paramount and | “Preblem Girls” (Col). Smash $26.-| (1.757; 1,106; 70-S1. 10\—“Scared 

“Light Silvery Moon” (WB), $11-| Beyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99)—“Des- ' Fenway is not more than average. 000. Last week, “Law And Order” | Stiff” ¢ (Parf and “Fort Vengeance” 
000. }ert Song” (WB). Fair $11,000. Estimates for This Week ‘U) and “One Girl’s Confession” | (AA) ‘Downtown only). Nifty $23.- 

Trans-Lax (T-L) (600; 90-$1. 25)—| Last week, “Man on Tightrope”) Aster (B&Q) (1.500; 74-$1.25)— | (Col), $8,300. 000. Last week. Downtown, Wil- 

} “Salome” (Cob (8th wk). Steady (20th). $14.000. “Lili” (M-G) (3d wk). Fine $7,500; pox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95\—“De- tern. Beverly Hills, “Fair W ind 
$5.000 for second consecutive week. Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99) following $9.000 second week. sert Rats” (20th) and “Battles Chief Java” (‘Rep’) and “Marksman” 


Stays over. “Titanic” (20th) ‘ ik). Boston (RKO) (3,000; 50-90'— Pontiac” (Indie). Mild $14,000 or ‘AA). $11,000; Hawaii, with Or- 
| $13,000. Last i $15,000." “Column South” (U) and “Night-| near. Last week, “Titanic” (20th) Pheum 





. ° ° mare in Red China” (Indie), So-so and “Bright Road” (M-G) (2d wk-6 United Artists. Wiltern (UATC- 
Pitt a Aled | soncterunsen Sot Ni | $20 yg Settee | ong a SMiren Haatiad™ ah and oun 
Ft. Ti,” Smart $13,000, [Terrific $28,000. “Last week, “J2-|{Rep), $8,000, | __ eRe Ragw's) ASS: SSS) Man” (Cab. Sin 98000. Last 
1, maica Run” (Par), $11,000. Exeter (Indie) (1.300; 60-80\—“I | ho or de “Girl Who Hoa Week. United Artists. “Column 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 99-$1.25) Believe in You” (U) (3d wk). Held a Scale “a 9 : South” (U) and “Kettles on Va- 

‘Shame’ Lusty 186, 2d ‘Shane’ (Par). Mighty $42.000.| at about $4,000 after neat 95,000 | Everything" (6G), $12,000 in ©| cation” (U), $5,600. 
Last week, “House o ax™ +} second stanza. gore . ; =. Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2.213: 

Memorial Day aed as heip| (Sth wk-5 days), $12,000. | Fenway (NET) 1,373; 50-90)—| Paramount (Par) (2.646. 65-95 — 


3 mA on aon : o 70-90)—“Roar of Crowd” ‘AA) and 
downtown here, with warm weath-| Midtewn (Goldman) (1,000; 35- “Desert Song” (WB) and “Marks- | Scared Stiff” (Par and “Blades | «cow Country” (AA). Light $4.- 


. wax ‘ )| man” (AA). Mild $4,000. Last week. Musketeers” (Indie). Big $20,000.| 999° Tact week. 3-D uM 5 
- off picnic season and | $125)" Tonigh ad “gS em “Sheltering Palms” (20th) and Last week, Light Silvery Moon™, Walcott fight (UA). “Lov yo ’ 
Forbes Field jamming them ing $9,000. ae jek gh > -¥ 3,000, be yom galley For Hills” (Indie)! (Ua) and “Africa Screams” (UA) 
; ' emorial ( | ——s , y : : - 3.-p i) “Lux- 
The drive-ins were big but others) | Randolph (Goldman) (2,500: 50-/ «pickup on South St.” (20th) and| St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 95-$1.25) | ury Girls” (UA) at Hawan, $3.00 
mainly suffe , > Th airet |e wusgler” (Col). Far $14.000. | «night Without Stars” (RKO). | —“House Of Wax” (WB) (6th wki.| 76° a soy. 2 Para- 
3 eee too Harcis. sod “Young | Gav), 322000 iopidane™t POOF" | Great $21,000 shaping. Last week, | Solid 98,000. Last week, $11,500. | For Fy tea 
Bess’ at Penn loom best. Net gros ’ “Split Second” (RKO) and “Big) Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: | 439: 95-$150\—“Fort Ti’ (Col). 
much, however, for “Desert Rats” (WB) (2,900; 9S-$1-25\— | Frame” (RKO), $9.000. | $1.20-$1.50)—“Fort TI” (Col) (3d) | Solid $64.000. Last week, “House 
at Fulton and “Desert Song” at par ae (Par). Solid $26.000. Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 50-| | wk? plus fight films (UA) (2d wk). | Wax” (WB) (8th wk-6 days). $24 - 
Warner Gch, Sa eerie ad ee oteme®| Saks Oe tant Seek, ech | an are 
: 000. g. wee i | $22,500. oh : 
Fupstimates for This Week | _Stamtom (WB) (1.473: 50-99\—| (20th) and “Perilous Journey” | United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: | politeen TP SSb nee a 
“Desert Rats” (20th). Mild $3,500 | -5¢2 Devils” (RKO). Okay $7.500. | (Rep), $16,500, $1.25-$1.50\—“Salome” (Col) ‘4th “young Bess” (M-G) Smart $252 
if ae ee a of ben From | L@st week, “San Antone” (Rep}! Orpheum ‘Loew’s) (3.000. 50-90) Vi)" Off to $6,000. Last week. fine 999 Tuas oe Rg I mag $25. 
K that. Last week, Cinvaders From | ang “Woman Almost’ Lynched” |—"Young, Bess” '34-G) and “Fact | $1999 | 000, Tact week, Eayptian. Loew's 
_ Harris (Harris) 2.200; '65-$— Pesca or -1). es a ts eee Oijugsler™ (Col). and | Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.50-$1.80!" and “Cry of Hunted ” (M-G) (2d 
“Fort Ti” (Col). irst 3-D’er for 3 ' Ter ° Ambush DT ans an ersen wk), .200. 
this house. Should do close:to $13,- | —“Moulin Rouge” (UA) 413th wk). Tomahawk” Gap" (Cob, | nxO) (5th wk). Solid $7,500. Lest | teow's Slate, Four Star (UATC) 


, $12,500. j . 
won Rag 2 ag | a gh ashes Raat | Seek SEL000. - Lect same, 20.708. | Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90 "cls “oO om 2.404; $00; 70-$1.10' — “Juggler” 
wee ne Han f | —“Desert ’ (WB and “Marks-_ ay ‘Rosener) | ; 65-85) —  ‘Col) and “Fast Company” (M-G) 
Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85 '— SPACE’ TERRIF 2G, man” (AM) I Thin $10,000. . Last | “Marika” (Indie). Brisk $3,100. ‘State only). Neat $20.000. Last 
‘Young Bess” (M-G'. Best ber | week, “Sheltering Palms” (20th)| Last week. “Importance Being week, Four Star, “Salome” (Col) 


in several weeks at this house and “Lady Wants Mink” (Rep), | Earnest” (U) (8th poty $1,600. | (6th wk-9 days). $4,800. 

still only fair at $13,000. Lest | BUFF; ‘STIFF’ HEP 176 3: | Larkin (Rosener) (400; 64-85) — | Los Angeles, Iris, Uptown, Loyola 

week, See, ee Buffalo, June 2. “State (Loew's) (3.500; 50-90\—|“Don Camillo” (IFE) (8th wk).| (FWe) (2097 814 lain 1 ote ee 
Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85: — alo, June “Young Bess” (M-G) and “Fast Good $1,900. Last week, $2.200 $1.10\—"“Pickup On South Street” 


“Crash of Silence” (U) (2d wk).| Smash new entry here this ses- Company” (M-G). Oke $9,000. Vogue ‘S. F. Theatres) (377: 85-|jo9:h) and “Perilous Journey” 
win go under $1,500 after oke $2.-\ cinn is “It Came From Outer lot wok, “Juggler” (Col) and $1)—“Times Gone By” ‘Indie) ‘7th (Rep) Good $27.000. tie week, 
000 last week. | Space,” this 3-D pic heading for “Ambush Tomahawk Gap” (Col), wk). Nice $1,200. Last week. Giobe, Iris, Uptown. Loyola. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 85-$1.25)— $7,500. $1,400. “Snows Kilimanjaro” (20th) and 
“Shane” (Par) (2d wk). Sock west- | | 'terrific total at the Lafayette. | “Snake Pit” (20th) ‘reissue’. $7.600- 
ern showing on widescreen hold-|“Scared Stiff” is rated lively at les. wit 2 ‘Raiders 


ing up at big $18,000, more than) ‘Paramount but “Desert Song” - - 6 ? Pkg ree SUA) ana oon 
enough to rate it a third. Last | a to urt “ aree From Space” (UA). $12. hold 
week. $27,000. | looms only fair at Center. “Young j : —_ . a 


Warner (WB) (2,000; _50-85\—/ Bess” also is mildish at the Buf- eS See ee Rey for Sigh 














000. 
“Desert (WB). This one falo. #1 Wilshire FWC) (2.296: 8 5 
( | (2.296: 80-$1.50) 
see sits rama meme woo | Wow $15,000, Titanic’ 166, Bess’ 1G 22.85 3° 8 
when runs materialized for “House Buffalo (Loew's) (3.000: 40-70)— Dull $2.600. Last week. $4,300 
of Wax” and now “Shane.” “Young Bess” (M-G) and “Fast 7 - Hollywood (SW) (1.364: $1.20- 
be good thing since only fair $6- | Company” (M-G). Fair $11,000.}.- Kansas City, June 2. | “House of Wax" (WB) (3d wk). $2.80) — “Cinerama™ (Indie) (5th 
500 looms. Last week, “Split Sec- | Last week. “Girl Who Had Every-| Better line-up of product cur- Gr $7,000. Last week. $10.000. wk). Great $35,000. Last week, 
ond” { ) | thing” (M-G) and “Remains to Be renily is belpi s here. Paramount (Tri-States) (1.900; $34,500. e 
RKO), $3,500. y ping grosse > 
| Seen” (M-G), $12,500. “Sangaree,” sock at the Paramount. 35-61) —~"Sengaree” are). Sock CNtanie” wy N74 nee: Re 
*Oti j (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— is standout. “Young Bess” at the $15,000. and will hold. Last week. — nr ts ‘K). ™e- 
Stiff Hotsy $17,000, “geared Stiff” ‘Par) and * “The Sys-| Midiand is trim while “Titanic” at “Girls Pleasure Island” (Par), at diim $6,000. aan week, $7,500 
Prov; ‘Pickup’ Nice 8G tem” (WB). Lively $17,000. Last the Tower, Uptown, Fairway and 50-75c. scale. $6,000. “a a — Bei Eas rest a 
Providence, June 2. week, “Pony Express” (Par) and Granada looms sturdy. “San- Roxy (‘Durwood) (900; 50-75)\— — importance Being Earnes 


Strong product is pulling them | “Stolen Identity” (Indie), $9,000. |garee” is duc to hold. Holdovers ’“Abbott-Costello To, Mars” (U) and | (7th wk). Slim $1,200. Last week, 





i ‘of “House of Wax” at the RKO | “White Goddess” (Indie) Satis- | $1.500. 
J. + ae bad a~ + hg “Desert song (WE end s white | issouri and “Lili” at the Kimo, factory $5,000. sweek. “Raid-' a. ay Ss » Sage 
with * “Seared built » which is ve | Corridors” (indie). Fair $9,000. tinue strong. Weather very ers of Seven Seas” (UA) and Wal-| cin $1 900. Last week $2300. 
big. State's “Young Bess” is fair. | Last week, “Vanquished” (Par) and | here;for May and holiday; cott-Marciano 3D git Wet, 92.500. | Vowe (FWG) (885; 80-3120) — 
RKO Albes's " South | “Monsoon” (UA), $6,500. | Weckene. leeds Fr. 5 ‘ + OS. | “Litt” (M-G) (ith wkh. Handsome 
Street” Majestic’s “Desert| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70\— Estimates for This Week | Bada, (Fox aoa es setae | $4500. Last week, $5,000. 
Song” ace doing fairly well. “It Came From Outer Space” ‘U).| Kime (Dickinson) (504; 65-85— with Journey” "4Bep). 
Estimates for Week Terrific $21,000 or near. Last} “Lili” (M-G 3d wk). Sock $3,200. ,aaea By a Stur- | Wil Heads SPG 
Albee (RKO) (2200; 44-65\—-| week, “Serpent of Nile” (Col) and | Last week, $3,300. ‘dy $16,000. Last week. “Shelter- oceans 2 
“Pickup on South Street” (20th) “Glass Wall” (Col), $6,500. | Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-75\— ing Palms” (20th) and “Invaders | Hollywood, June 2. 
and “Man op Tightrope” (RKO}.! 4 , nd “F ” ; Carey Wilson was elécted to suc- 
N u Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- “Yours Bess” (M-G) and ast from Mars” (20th), $10.000. Sol C. Siege! ident of 
wget $8,000. Last week, “Angel 70) — “Hitch-Hiker” (RKO) and Con.pany” (M-G). Fine $11,000. Vogue (Golden) (550 “65-85)— "ceed sege: as =r em 
nan (RKO) and “Count the | Count the Hours” (RKO). Tepid | Last week, “Remains To Be Seen” “Crash of Silence” (Indie). Pleas- the Screen Producers Guil 
=. (RKO), $7,000. /$8.000. Last week, “Desert Rats” (M-G) and “Cry of Hunted” (M-G’, ing $1,800 and may hold. Last For the last year he functioned 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65'\—| (20th) and “Rebel City” (Indie), | $8.000. week, “Magic Box” (Indie) (2d as editor of the Screen Producers 
(Continued on page 16) | $8,500. * § Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 75-$1)— + wk), $1,500. iGuild Journal 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 
Right kind of viewing glasses for 3-D films is a prime factor in 
exhibition of the picture, Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana 
stresses im its current bulletin. “Of four types that we have used.” 
the writer points out, “we believe the cardboard frames used generally 
in the exhibition of ‘Bwana Devil’ were the least satisfactory. If you 
are soon to show a 3-D picture, we recommend that you investigate 
the different glasses and you may eliminate some patron complaints. 
Of course, under the law you are privileged to buy the glasses anywhere 
you please, and the distributor cannot force you to buy glasses from 
the film exchange that has the picture. While some of the newer 


types have been in short supply they should be available in quantiiy 
in the immediate future.” 





In line with other sections of the stock market, Universal common 


sagged a bit this week from its recently established high for the | 


present Decca-U regime of 1754. Stock wound up yesterday at 161«, 
not far from this point. It will be recalled that U common shares 
hit 4973 in January, 1946, during the wartime era. 

While the company’s shares are expected to reflect the anticipated 
upbeat from 3D productions shortly, few traders are setting any 
definite target for Universal stock under present unsettled conditions 
in Wall Street. This obviously is because of the way in which “blue 


chip” stocks were pushed around early this week. Current downbeat | 


in the Street is predicated on the soft condition of U. S. bond issues. 





Gloria Swanson fas Norma Desmond, of course) drove about the 


Paramount lot at will in “Sunset Boulevard,” but those days are gone | 
forever. Studio has banned automobiles on the lot unless company 
business necessitates it. Inter-office communication blames a “recent | 


conference” with representatives of the Fire Dept. and the insurance 
agencies. As a result of the talks, auto traffic and parking within 
the studio gates will be radically curtailed. 





Now the public is going to find out whether the brawls in modern 
films are as rough as the historic roughhouse in “The Spoilers,” for 
years the champion of celluloid slugfests. A film clip of the saloon 
scrap in Paramount's “Shane” will be matched with a similar clip 
from “The Spoilers” on Art Baker’s “You Asked For It” TV program, 
to let the fans judge for themselves. It will be shown to eastern 
audiences June 14. 





Filming im three dimensions is old stuff to Stanley Dunn, currently 
working as prop man on Columbia's “Miss Sadie Thompson.” Thirty 
years ago, he says, he was prop man on “The American,” starring 
Charlies Ray and Bessie Love, the first picture produced in 2-D and 
3-D at the same time. It was screened exclusively in 2-D because 
at that time theatres were not equipped for three dimensions and it 
was too expensive to convert. 














Par’s Flexible Program 


Continued from past 5 == 


period. Moreover, he asserted.| pany’s 26% interest in Allen B. 
earnings for April and May, in the DuMont laboratories as well as a 
company’s second quarter, “should | “majority interest” in Telemeter. 
be ahead of the same months last | Latter is a “pay-as-you-see” TV de- 
year.” | vice. First extensive experiment on 
Noting that the use of wide-| this method, Balaban disclosed, 
screen and 3-D has stimulated a | will be held in Palm Springs, Cal., 
“far-reaching evolution in our | next fall. 
business,” Balaban stressed an in-} Meeting, at which 78% of the 
tense public interest has been re-/| outstanding stock was represented 
kindled in motion pictures which | either in person or by proxy, saw 
is expressing itself at the boxoffice. reelection of the company’s 14 di- 
He predicted an early solution to rectors. They'll meet tomorrow 
technical problems arising from | (Thurs.) to vote on a new officer 
varying new projection methods. | slate. It’s expected that the in- 
Can’t Ignore Inventories ; cumbents will all be reelected. 


In tracing Par’s own blueprint | 
WW 5 

Legion’s Turndown 
tain existing values in the industry | Continued from page 3 
both in regard to present film in-| . 
ventories and thousands of smaller United Artists Theatre, San PPan- 
theatres over the globe. He brand- | cisco. These openings will be on 
ed it as the “height of economic a reserved-seat basis, with 
folly” for producers to ignore pres- | going to the Damon Reryon Me- 
ent inventories in their eagerness | morial Fund. 
to reach for the future. Likewise. | ‘Rome’ As ‘B’ 
Par will “make every conceivable; “Rome. 11 O'Clock,” Italian film 
effort” to preserve the lesser gictributed in the U. S. by Times 


: 
f 
E 
He 


houses. | Film Corp., has been given a “B” | 


Briefing the shareholders on the rating by the National Legion of 
industry’s “new look,” Balaban re- | Decency. 
vealed that his own studio’s tech-| Legion stated the film has “sug- 
nician’s are working intensively on | gestive situations” and “tends to 
advances which will “hasten the over-emphasize a spirit of fatal- 
evolution. and, we hope, establish | ism.” 
it on a solid basis. The ideal solu-| 


tion wend Ue s pineas tat has 

universal application for the- 

atres...” He added that a new Battle of Lenses 
sneha <guothenneiin: aeae: Sena! Continued from page 7 Sa 


0 ee ith | 20th intends to rely primarily on 
camera. wrt key houses and main subsequents 

prints ao pereened ta Gey ete ee = peed en Bs Creme 
tho single modification | SC°Pe Productions. 


Competitive angle also enters 











3 More M-G Pix for Hai 


Metro has closed deals wits the 
Radie City Music Hail, N.Y. for 


to facilitate its 
se ee een Such sn ander. | With “Young Bess” currently at 
standing was reached between | ‘he Hall, M-G moves in July 4 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston with with the Esther gar et 
the Italians and again with the eee am a When Wet.” “The 
Japanese. It’s in effect in Britain, | 34nd Wagon,” starring Fred As- 
| where after an annual remittance taire, follows immediately there- 








i after. Set for Xmas time is the) 
| of $24,000,000 few of the compa- J i 
\mies have any actual pounds left.|70S¢Ph_ Pastermak production, 


It’s true also im France, which ' cra om. pair mag So 
| Permits deals with blocked frances | “4™S. ¥4n /onnson and sony “tar- 
| held in the capital account. tin. 


While there is no direct rela-'F 
| tionship between remittances and 
| net rentals, the latter figured after 
allowance for foreign advertising 
and distribution costs, both will be 
| up in "53 amd were increased con-|,_ . 7 age 
siderably too in 52. Estimate puts | "Ying to give exhibitors and the 
the net rental volume in "32 at | Public everything.” he states. 

| $170,000,000, againt $160,000,000 in| _ 1" various degrees, all film out- 
'*51 and $120,000,000 in 1950 and /| Sts have new 3-D product (specs 
| 1949. All these figures include the Tequired) lined up for the early 
| important Canadian, market. | future, at least. And, in varying 
measurements, they’re fashioning 








H’wood Guessing | 


Centinued from page 3 








Latter market figures too in the -. : 
| gross rentals collections abroad pix for widened screws. ? 
which, in 1952, reached $250,000-|, Paramount, for example, is 
000, or about 42% of the industry’s | framing its new output specifical- 
feverali income. With '53 gross ly for screens im the vatio of 1.66 
| rentals up, thanks to healthy mar-| feet im width te each foot of 
'ket improvements in Canada, | ¢levation. (‘But a question to 


| Germany, Italy and Japan, it’s , Barney Balaban on whether this | 
| figured that the foreign market this} is to be permanent pelicy brings | 
| year may account for as much as | from the Par prez another ques- | 


| 45% of the industry's biz. tion, “Who can tell?™) 
Total "53 remittance volume is} Wide-Sereen tr tay 
, being swelled by the expectation | 
| of more than $10,000,000 from’ part continues king-sice. Schary 
| Brazil alone in back coin accumu-| feels confident that at least one 
j lated there. Japan has delivered | lasting fixture will be the wider 
| $2,500.000 and Italy reps a poten-| screen which, he says, “means no 
| tial take of about $12.000.000. In | economic burden and helps to 
France, about $5,000,000 is being further build up the film 
pried loose through the capital | pictorialty.’ 
account, with part of that money 
| credited to last year. There is full 
| expectation for dollars from the 
Spanish market under any new 
| deal and MPAA is continuously 
chipping away at the blockage of 
dollars from many of the smaller 
, markets. 
} 


M-G, he related, has plans for 
at least four pix in CiremaScope 
and one «f{ the most expensive pix 
on the lot's lineup, “Kiss Me 
Kate,” now shooting, is a 3-D’er. 

It’s now cliche that the “public 
will decide” the values of 3-D, etc., 
but just how will this decision be 
express so the industry can 


© . take its cues? 
Fabian Cinerama Schary, in answer to this, said 


, that “Kate” simply wil! be com- 
; pared with another pic of equal 
—as well as all future outlets. The- | “mteFrtainment wallop but without 
atre chain would also immediately | ‘hat extra dimension embellish- 








Centinued from page 5 


'laumch a production program as/ ™ent. If the 3D means added 


well as begin the installation of | 5.9. it wil! be shown via this 
| possibly 15 or 20 additional the-| Simple yardsticking, he peints up. 
, atres. M-G’s policy is consistent with 
} Non-Exelusive Setups 
| Relating to production, Fabian Curtailment Schary reported that, 
| would have the right to make the | im contrast with the 35 features 
| pictures on his own. or making pro-| Which will have been lensed by 
duction arrangements with indie or | the company in the year ending 
{major producers. There have been | S¢xt Aus. 31, next year’s program 
| reports that Fabian held talks with | will tally 26. He agreed that the 


| Warner Bros. production chief Jack | Market could absorb a. greater 


|L. Warner during the iatter’s re-| turnout but added, “not econom- 
|cent eastern visit. | ically for us.” 


Fabian, it’s reported, has also| Does the lopping of pic-sched- 
| sough* to interest members of the- ules of the future mean an and 
exhib group which backed the | to double features? “Ne, because 
| “Main Street to Brodway” produc-| the public wants them,” Schary 
| tion to invest in Cimerama as indi- | reasons. 
| viduals. These investments, it’s in-| The production topper arrived 
dicated, would have no connection in N. Y. Monday (1) for a week’s 
with the Stanley Warner-Cinerama stay to huddle with Lx ’s presi- 
deal. | dent Nicholas M. Schenck, catch- 

With the closing of a Cinerama- | ing up on the new legit shows, and 
SW deal, Cinerama board chairman | looking in om the preem of M-G's 
|Lowis B. Mayer is seen playing a | “Julius Caesar” at the Booth Thea- 
'minor role in the operation. Indi- | tre tomorrow (Thurs.). 

cation, according to some insiders, | 
| is that it may be the forerunner of \(F &= = —==-—~—~—~—~—... 
| Mayer's exit. He may retain his) 


investment, as will ropa as real 
tor Louis Lurie, but won't ac- | 
tively engaged in management. Continued from page 5 
Lurie, who lent Cinmerama $150,-| old Paramount, subsidiaries be- 
000 to tide the company over im-' cause they happen to be the best 
|mediate financial difficulties, re-| theatres in their respective com- 
‘turmed to his San Francisco head-| munities. And we have lots of dif- 
' quarters during last week after a| culty with them—in Chicago, Tex- 
| stopover in Chicago. It was pre-| as. New Orleans and New York 
\viously indicated that if anything | City.” 
‘went wrong with the SW deal.| The Senate committee has now 


While speculation ror the most | 


the general industry production | 





‘New AFL Drive 
Versus ‘Runaway 
| Foreign Prod. 


‘ 





Hoilywood, June 2. 

Intensified dr * against “run- 
away” fitr “aking abroad has been 
ordered by the Hollywood AFL 
Film Council’s committee on for- 
eign production. Campaign is di- 
rected azainst films meant for tele 
vision, a; well as theatrical pic 
tures. Doif Thomas, chairman, is 
readying letters to advertisin 
agencies and sponsors asking fu 
support and cooperation in the 
drive against foreign-make tele 
films. 

Committee announced that a to 
| tal of 55 major pictures are planned 
for filming abroad this year, caus- 
ing a serious unemployment situa 
tion in Hollywood and depleting 
the pools of skilled craftsmen 
available for production here. 


12 Old UA, ELC Pix 
To Kerman’s Outfit 
| For Reissue, TV Later 


Chicago, June 2. 

Favorite Attractions has ac- 
quired 12 features from the Bank 
of America for reissue to motion 
picture exhibitors, Favorite prexy 
Moe Kerman announced here last 
week. Films have been secured on 
a five-year franchise and will not 
be released to television for at 
least 14 months. 

Most of the pictures were orig- 
| imal United Artists and Eagle Lion 
releases. Three sets will be avail- 
able for exhibition by June 15: the 
combination of “Northwest Stamp- 
ede” and “Ramrod”; “Body and 
Seul” and “Four Faces West,” and 
“Sins of -Lulu Belle” (formerly 
“Lulu Belle”) and “Ruthless Wom- 
en” (formerly “Ruthless’’). 

Other Favorite acquisitions are 
“So This Is New York,” “The Other 
Love.” “Private Affairs of Bel 
Ami.” “Let’s Live a Little.” “The 
Fabulous Dorseys” and “hollow 
Triumph.’ 


Norling’s ‘Stereo Window 
In 3-D Isn’t Necessary’ 


Atlantie City, June 2. 

Provided certain photographie 
'and projection procedures afe em- 
ployed. use of the “stereoscopic 
window” in 3-D pix isn’t absolute- 
ly necessary. It’s also perfectly 
possible to have 3-D images exist- 
(ing in space whose margins are 
'vignetted, gradually shaded off 
| fromm outer darkness to the full il- 
| lumination of the picture itseif. 
| That was what John A. Norling, 
| stereo pioneer, told some 400 op- 
| tometrists at the Central Atlantie 
| Optometric Assembly here last Fri- 
| day (29). He also predicted wide- 
| screen 3-D with directional sound 
_as the next logical development. 
| Norlink stressed the need for ob- 
| serving a few “exceedingly simple” 
rules in 3-D photography and pro- 
jection to insure against viewing 
discomfort. 


Studios File Reply In 


Coast Antitrust Suit 


Los Angeles, June 2. 
Answers to the $745,200 ant'- 
trust suit brought by K. C. Manny 
|and J. G. Vemable were filed in 
| Federal Court by five defendants— 
| Warners, Universal, United Art- 
| ists, Loew’s and 20th-Fox. Suit 








———~p 





| 
i 


- that those individuals were “totally | Leigh-Hoge lens, said to be capa 


Ss mains to be! Lurie would have been approached 
Company topper, in a poke at | strongly eh Hn nstra- |to take a major role in Cinerama’s 
the end of the motion picture im-|tion of various systems much as | operations. 


wound up its hearings and has be-| charged conspiracy to withhold 
gun to draft its report and recom-/| preduct from the Park Theatre in 
mendations. It is still awaiting a | Huntington Park and the Hunting- 
written statement frum the Justice | tom and Elite Theatres in Beverly 





dustry,” averred that it is now clear |the one centering around the, 


mistaken.” He recalled that| ble of photographing 74 degrees 
searcely a year or two after an-|0f the photographic field without 
nouncementof its early demise, | need for distortion on the film. At } 








| Dept.’s Antitrust Division, which | Hills. 
| provided no witnesses at the hear- 


Defendants’ answer charged that 
ings. | Manny died ee the action was 

Meantime, Charles Noone, who | commenced and consequently the 
has been general counsel for the | Plaintiffs have no legal right to file 





Austin Keogh. have | the statute of limitations again be- 











en testimony of so imaccurate gan to apply. However, three years 
or cate 6 caved to have passed since that time, so suit 
require thai it be corrected.” bis invalid. 





14 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 3, 1953 





Palladium. Lendena 

Londen, May 26. 
Danny Thomas (with Walter 
Popp), Arthur Lee Simpkins, 
Nanci Crompton, The 4 Bogadis, 
Freddie Bamber- 
enbacks (3), 
Hadium Tii- 
Woolf Phillips 


ick & Dot Remy, 
ler Girls (16), 
Skyrockets Orch. 


That Danny Thomas was siagied | 


out as the Corenation headliner 
is a tribute to the surprise hit he 
made at the Paliadium three years 
age when he came in as a com- 
paratively unknown comic to re- 
ceivé universal raves. Now he has 


done it again, but this time his | 
task was made easier because, in | 
\their tango-rhythmed acrobalanc- | 


the interim, he has had several big 
breaks in motion pictures and has 
a distinct name drawing value. 


What he achieved in his initial 


appearance has now been com-| 


pletely reinforced. His standing as 
a raconteur is higher than ever 
and he is more than handy with a 
fine set of pipes. Taken as a 
whole, his material is outstanding 
and the comedy and vocal high- 
light is indisputably his smasho 
parody of “South Pacific.” This 
evokes powerful mitting and a 
nonstop flow of laughs. Also on 
the success side is his reprise of 
his classic yarn of the motorist 
without a car jack, which estab- 
lished his stature as a yarnspinner 
on his initial engagement. Not so 
successful are his repeated refer- 
ences to his wife and family, al- 
though he adroitly turns an ap- 

arent touch of sentiment into a 
augh. 

Usual gimmick tried with un- 
qualified results is his technique 
in obtaining almost complete au- 
dience participa 
Coronation tribute. While sing- 
ing, “I'll See You In My Dreams” 


at a given signal the entire theatre 
follows the star in lighting a 
match; it is amazingly effective. 


Newcomer from the U.S. whe has ' 


the distinction of closing the first 
haif ig Negre vocalist Arthur Lee 
Simpkins, with a range of songs 
that earn him the familiar begoff. 
With richly modulated tones he 
goes straight into his opener, 
“Donkey Serenade,” follows 
through to good returns with the 
current click, “I Believe,” and 
then “Marie” and “Begin th> 
Beguine” which leads into a sur- 
prise hit with an operatic excerpt 
from “Pagliacci.” Changing style 
again, he winds with a light Irish 
ditty, “Back to Donegal,” getting 
a boffo ovation all the way. 

After her success last summer, 
there is the traditional warm wel- 
come for ballerina Nanci Cromp- 
ton, whose charming terping is one 
of the attractive features of the 
bill. Her skill, grace and ease of 
movement are highspotted in her 
unique dance mime which de- 
scribes the various permutations of 
a screen test. 


The resident Tiller Girls are 
again the openers with a bright 
naval routine. No. 2 ition is 
filled by Bick & Dot Remy with 
lively. comedy acrobatics highlight- 
ed by the male rollerskating on his 
hands across the stage. , 

Freddie Bamberger & Pam fail 
to get any positive reaction and 
their well-worn gags fall flat. They 
definitely need a new script before 
they venture into the West End 
again. The Bogadis, a quartet of 
Egyptian acrobats, have one of the 
best acts of its kind on view. Two 
of them lie on their backs with 
their feet in the air twirling the 
others with astonishing speed and 
accuracy. Performance has solid 
visual appeal and merits top re- 
ception. 

Tommy Cooper, a local comedy 
conjuror who laughs uproariously 
at his own failures, has been going 
the rounds for some time with the 
same basic routine. There are a 
few embellishments and the show 
receives warm customer acclaim, 
but enthusiasm could be heighten- 
ed by a more thorough variation of 
‘his material. . 

Interesting novelty is the orches- 

tral rendition of Leroy Anderson's 
“The Phantom Regiment” with the 
Tiller Girls brought in for the 
marching; not conventional vaude- 
ville but an appropriate change for 
the occasion. Apart from the star, 
the only act after the intermission 
is the Steenbacks, a trio of uni- 
cyclists who had to bow off before 
the end of their show owing to a 
slight accident. An Apache dance 
on wheels is their specialty, but 
their reception was y the 
abrupt exit. Myro. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 1. 
Ted Wilis Quartet, Mickey 
Deems, Hermanos Williams Trio, 
Vince (Blue) Mondi, Tien Tsi Lin 
Troupe, Les Rhode House Orch; 
a Company” (M-G). 


Varied layout on tap this week 
has the applause meter spinning 


high scores throughout. Ted Wills 
Quartet from the Five O’Clecl. 
Club, where they've been featurec’ 
for a year now by Martha Raye, 
set up aud reaction to their vocal. 
istics that builds to a wrapup. The. 
are a handsome group with each 
member displaying solid techniau« 
and delivery in solo spots to ad” 
to impact. Tops im their stint ar™ 





“Granada,” rarely used by a grep 
and highly effective in arrange- 
an international) medley, 


, ment; ! et 
song from “High Noon and 


| theme 


| for the climaxer, an operatic med- | 


| ley for the solo display. Lads are 


| better cafe and vaude situations. 


Hermanos Williams trio are reg- 
ular returnees here and achieve 


ing in usual smooth and seemingly 
| effortless manner. Colorful dis- 
| play has the guitar accomp to the 
stunts that tote up the mitts. 
Mickey Deems handles the in- 
tros in authoritative style and on 
| his own garners a heavy load of 


| laughs with waggery. Fast-shoot- | 
|ing gagster works on the risibili- | 


| ties with session on domestic trou- 
| bles, plussed by offbeat lines that 


‘lend plenty freshness to his se-| 


| quence. Sharp timing and approach 
add to his score. 

One-man band Vince (Blue) 
Mondi utilizes series of screwy in- 
| struments to set up his run of mu- 
| sical ideas that set well with stub- 
|holders. Acro troupe of Tien Ts! 
| Lin didn’t make it in time at show 
| caught; joined at subsequent per- 
|formances. Les Rhode, house. ma- 
lestro, celebrated birthday onstage 
| with cake cutting and gift presen- 
‘tation routine by Deems adding 
|laughs to zing things off. Lary. 


tion in a special | 


| 


the house lights are darkened ani | 


Erlanger. Baffale 

Buffalo, May 28. 
“Concert Variety,” with Hilde- 
| garde, Paul Hartman, Dorothy Sar- 
|noff, Tommy Wonder & Margaret 
| Banks, Don Delair, Anne Russell, 
Robert Norris Orch, Alphonse 
Semola; $4.20 top. 


If “Concert Variety” doesn’t de- 
velop into a boxoffice gusher, it 
won't be the fault of Hildegarde. 
At $4.20 top—a heavy tab, inci- 
dentally, for these parts—the show 
is strictly a dividend for Hilde- 
gavd2 aficionados. 

The midwest chanteuse is con- 
stantly in evidence throughout the 
presentation, which is probably its 
strongest recommendation. She 
sings; she dances; she acts; ‘she 
femcees; she clowns; she muggs; 
she wears a sequence of stunning 


gowns; and last but by no means 
least she makes a Grable-esque 
appearance in tights. A goodly 
crowd which attended the opening 
here, after drastic revisions fol- 
lowing the Montreal preem, seemed 
to take to,the spectacle. The im- 
pression Beet however, that in 
spite of Hildegarde and some good 
other talent, the proceedings at 
this stage scarcely jell. 

Backed by a 10-piece orch under 
violinist Robert Norris and with 
Alphonse Semola at the piano, Hil- 
degarde delivers a couple of dozen 
numbers interspersed throughout 
the evening. Alli the old faves are 
embraced including a _ lengthy 
Raleigh Room reprise, and some 
new numbers such as “Jingle 
Bells,” claimed to have been picked 
up on her recent GI tours. The 
new “Merrily” proves tops for au- 
dience participation. Hildegarde’s 
gown changes are practically pro- 
tean, and each of the half dozen 
mew creations has the femmes 
gasping. 

Paul Hartman seems slightly off- 
beat in these surroundings, iis 
deadpan comedy not clicking too 
happily. The comedy dialog as- 
Signed to him is especially dreary. 
The magician pitch, 
garde in tights as his assistant, 


out. 


Dorothy Sarnoff is given a ter- 
rific and gracious intro by the star 
and meets the challenge of the 
buildup. She delivers a socko vo- 
cal and dancing performance, two 
“King and I” numbers (“Some- 
thing Wonderful” and “Shall We 
Dance”) scaling the peaks of pro- 
jection. 


Don Delair, billed as a “Carmel 
Myers Discovery” is «2 velvety 
youngster who uncovers s foggy 
tenor in the current creecer me- 
tier. Anne Russell’s ir: persona- 
tion of Hildegarde is strikingly ac- 
curate and furmy and Tommy 
Wonder & Margaret ticnks con- 
tribute some bright but standard 
dancing numbers. 

Performance shows signs of re- 
cent sharp whipping, but it will 
probably have to have some addi- 
tional unique talent to make it an 
entirely satisfactory evening for 
any except the more rabid Hilde- 
garde fans, Burton, 





} “Titanic” 
a definite bet for video and for the 


with Hilde. | 
is one of the best bits of the lay-: 


Rexy, N. Y. 

“Gay Paree,” produced by Ar- 
thur Knorr; c hy. Frank 
‘ Westbrook; costumes, Michi; with 
| Bobby Blake, The Marwells (2), 
{Lou Folds, Melanie Magnan, Fer- 
|nand Leemans, Lothar Mueller, 
| Douglas Breniser, Karen, Gerri 
| Richardson, Bill Paterson, Margo 
_ Moore, Blades & Belles, Ray Porter 
|& Choraleers, Bob Boucher House 
| Orch; “Titanic” (20th). reviewed 
|in Variety April 15, ‘53. 





The only connection between | 
and the stageshow is 
that the 20th-oex pix builds to an | 
iceberg climax and the show has}; 
a frosted surface. The big ship | 
sinks in a tremendous finale and | 
the blader just sinks. The “Gay | 
Paree” label is a misnomer; it’s | 
about eas Parisian as Trafalgar Sq. | 
A couple of principals save the 
brief, 35-minute icer from a 
watery grave. 

Typical of the general dullness | 
and lack of originality is a can-| 
can production number closeout | 
by the house’s line of Belles. It’s 
all music and no can-can, clrore- | 
ographer Frank Westbrook evi- | 
dently not being hep to the limi-| 
tations of ice skaters and not | 
aware of how to adapt this lately | 
revivified Gallic hoofology to the | 
purposes of a frappe ensemble. | 
|The other Frenchy facets are pal- 
| lid and of stock company vintage 
jin stance and prance. Even the 
imusic is an admixture of multi- 
nation origin. 

But Bobby Blake, as an Ameri- 
j}can tourist in the “Rue des Pa- 
}tineurs” entry, is a virtuoso styl- 
|ist, a danskater with high octane | 
|acrobatics whose full-stage fou- 
jettes are a model of professional 
skill. An interesting juggler is 
| Lou Folds, with a variety of imple- 
|ments which he employs with 
laplomb. Of begoff level are the | 
| Maxwells, the slow-motion vets of 
| bladers whose lazybones antics are | 
| timed for boffo results. 

Neat work is contributed by | 
| Melanie Magnan and Fernand Lee- 
|mans in two ballroomology ses- 
|sions of similar vein, the second 
| being an Apache stanza wherein 
all performers are strikingly cos- 
ijtumed (the Michi habiliments are 
| fine throughout). Roy Porter di- 
rects the Choraleers, who’ are sta- 
| tioned at the side of the stage, 
iwith a properly schmaltzy ap- 
| proach. 
| t's interesting to note _ that 
|some principals, including Doug- 
|las Breniser, Fernand Leemans 
| and Lothar Mueller, and several of 
ithe Blades & Belles, are roller 
| skating fugitives from the defunct 
| four-wheeler, “Skating Vanities.” 
Trau. 


; 








Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, May 30. 
_Don Cornell, Hope Zee, The AI- 
bins (2), Tippy & Cobina; “Young 
Bess” (M-G). 


There’s an overemphasis on 
comedy and novelty in current 
layout that -slows pace and gives 
an uneven effect. Generally speak- 
ing, however, customers gave 
pleasant reception to individual 
acts without going all-out for any. 

Headliner Don Cornell has a 
more stvlized manner of pitching 
a tune than on his last turn here, 
and has gained assurance in pat- 
ter. He’s still the somewhat gauche 
young man with the special appeal 
of the unsophisticated, and judg- 
ing from the excitement that 
greets his walkon, he’s very much 
in vogue with the younger set. 
Voice is rich and full, and he 
makes his lyrics intelligible, a 
boon to balcony stubholders and 
= those less familiar with pop 
unes, 


Best bet is still his Italo-English 
version of “Oh Marie,” with some 
very schmaltzy, surefire patter 
shout Mom and Pop in the Old 
Cewntry tossed in for fine effect. 
_Adse standout is the ballad, “I 
| Wai Alone,” with some gag lines 
|. do nothing to add interest. 
{yae straight romantic tune sans 
side business would be welcome. 
“I Want No One But You,” from 
a new Cornell-Universal film short, 
is also solid. Cornell has obvious- 
ly been around since last seen 





ish and assurance of experience. 
Another young performer, a 
comparative newcomer who shows 
there’s no substitute for experi- 
ence is Hope Zee, who operates 
here with the emotional handicap 
of being under the supervising eye 
of father Alan Zee, Loew stage 
roducer. Blonde, extroverted gal 
as traded a —— jeune fille, 
wide-eyed quality for added 
smoothness and poise and a much 
faster-paced routine. On the whole, 
it’s a better act than Miss Zee teed 
off her vaude career with just 
about one year ago, and she still 
manages to retain spontaneity and 
the brassy, raucous quality remi- 
niscent of Betty Hutton. 
Lass has a fine sense of comedy 
and is in better voice oe when 
last heard. Feeling persists, how- 








here, and he shows the added pol-| 5 


ever, that Miss Hope has still not 
managed to get the best material 
for her talent and personality, and 
top click continues to be her take- 
off on Helen Kane in her boop- 
boop-a-doop version of “I Want to 
Be Loved by You,” with a roof- 
raising Charleston tossed in. This 
has been padded out with an Eva 
(“I Don’t Care”) Tanguay intro to 
fine effect. 

The Albins have a comedy terp 
routine with less subtlety and 


| more variety than most. Routine 


is outright slapstick, and pewhold- 
ers sense this at once and respond. 
A hardened vaudegoer may find 
the act tiresome, but customers 
give it top returns of bill. There’s 
a.ventro gimmick that is sheer 
nonsense, with femme partner 
acting as dummy, and crowd rocks 
with appreciation. 

A pair of monkeys, Tippy & Co- 
bina, with their Latin American 
trainers, the Vieras, garner some 
chuckles as curtain-raisers. The 
four-footed actors are dressed in 
south-of-the-border costumes, and 
are handed appropriate props— 
maracas, drums, ete. Highlight of 
routine is a monkey version of 
“People Will Say We're in Love” 
on a miniature electric organ. Re- 
sults are a reasonable facsimile 
thereof. all things considered, and 


responds with indulgent for zive- | 


ness for the rough spots. Flor. 
Apelie, N. Y. 

Lionel Hampton Orch (19) with 
Ernestine Annison; Cook & Brown, 
Sonny Parker, Ann Nichols. Cur- 
ley Hamner; ‘Fat Man” (UI). 


There are certain names the 
Apollo can. count on for sock biz 
and Lionel Hampton, current at- 
traction at the house, is one of 
them. Fronting a comparatively 
small package, Hampton keeps the 
session moving at a rhythmic pace. 
Bandleader, however, doesn’t start 
sizzling until sthe tail-end of the 
bill when he works over drums and 
vibes for top results. 


Large orch, made up of eight 
brass, six reed and four rhythm 
gets show off to a jumpin’ start 
with “Air Mail Special.” Follows 
with a change of pace via a mel- 
low rendition of “Moonlight in 
Vermont.” Ernestine Annison, 
songstress with crew, doesn’t show 
up too well on “Vermont,” her 
only vocal. 


Cook & Brown, are adequate in. 
fie comedy slot. Duo, decked out 
in tuxedos, come on for a brief 
stint with some patter, terping and 
pratfalls. 


Sonny Parker sells a couple of 
blues tunes neatly. Utilizing a pas- 


'tel colored derby for added effec- 


tiveness, Parker gets the audience 


!nod with his piping of “Lawdy, 
| Lawdy” and “Jellyroll.” 


Ann Nichols, ofay hoofer, exe- 
cutes some fancy steps and twirls 
to heavy mitting. Gal's top bit is 
playing the piano and tapping si- 
multaneously. 

Curley Hamner comes on with 
some hoofing and then works into 
a patter stint, with Hampton play- 
ing straightmah. Some of the chat- 
ter isa little too blue for the fam- 
ily trade. Hamner also works out 
on the skins with Hampton. Orch 
leader does four numbers on the 
vibes in the closing ape. Windup 

ome. 


is a frenzied “Flyin’ ” Jess. 
Gaiety, Syr 
Ayr, Scotland, May 29. 
Aly Wilson, Clark & Murray7 
Eric James, Welcome Singers (4) 
with Jean Kearn, Agnette & Silvio, 
Lorna Dean, Larry Gordon Girls 
(12), Harry Broad Orch, 


Summertime stint at this popular 
Clyde coast vaudery is brightly 
geared for holiday traffic, with Aly 
Wilson, Scot comedian, leading the 
humor chores. The Popplewell 
Bros., who own theatre as well as 
production, have garbed principals 
in colorful costume, angled in gen- 
tle red-white-blue motif for Cor- 
onation junket. Chorines, too, are 
tastefully dressed, particularly in 
hatbox routine. 


Wilson is droll funster with un- 
usual ability to trip himself up and 
tumble flat on stage. He scores in 
vaude sketch, “Queen Elizabeth 

lept Here,” about a hotel where 
the first British Queen is reputed 
to have slept and an American gal 
(Played by Lorna Dean) who goes 
&a-ga over this bit of history. 


Clark & Murray, Scot comics, 
offer native sketch about nagging 
wife and her browbeaten husband, 
cross-talking after a visit to a 
friend’s home. This rouses yocks as 
much for its homely truthfulness as 
for its comedy lines. 

Eric James is jolly-lookin 
tund pianist, wae : > ae 
clicking in friendly act at the piano. 
He has the simple, direct approach, 
playing numbers the stubholders 
ike. Welcome Singers, virile male 
quartet, introduce new girl partner, 
brunet chirper Jean Kearn, who 
has strong and attractive pipes. 


| 


on radio, and| Th 


| Miss Cabot 


Palace, N. Y¥. 

Berk & Hallow, Leonardo & 
Anita, Ceil Cabot, Billie & Gene 
Lambart, George Kir , Alphonse 
Berge (3), Artie mn, The 
Goofers (5), Jo Lombardi House 
Orch; “In ts From Mars” 
(20th), reviewed in - Variety 
April 8, °53. 


This Palace layout constitutes 
one of the better playing jobs to 
come along this season. The show 
has nice gait and a set of per- 
formers comprised mainly of those 
who’ve made good previously at 
| this house. 

Artie Dann, who has played vir- 
tually every Broadway vauder, is 
in the next-to-closing slot. He gets 
along nicely with a serviceable set 
|of lines. His quips about his out- 
| sized schnoz and thin frame get 
| him on the plus side and a pleas- 
}ing demeanor rates him a rousing 
mitt. 

Another good comedy spot is by 
George Kirby, a Negro impression- 
ist who hits a top score with a well- 
delineated batch of mimicries. His 
lines are well written and his por- 
traits are sharply etched. Among 
his best is Pearl Bailey doing 
“Row, Row, Row.” 

The major songspot is by Ceil 
Cabot, who mixes a generous 
amounts of comedy into her vocals. 
is a knowing singer 
with a good catalog. She doodles 
picturesquely around her tunes 
throwing in some cute bits of busi- 
ness. Miss Cabot, who wound up 
recently at Le Ruban Bleu, a chic 
eastsidery, didn’t complete the re- 
conversion to vauders at show 
caught, but it’s fairly evident she 
can hit in either medium. 

Leonardo & Anita have a fine 
novelty in their ventriloquy. The 
male manipulates a host of dum- 
mies of varied characters and 
voices and shows sufficient expert- 
ness to hit an elegant egress. 

Alphonse Berge, with three 
models, drapes the dames expertly. 
He works rapidly to create some 
excellent couture. He builds a frock 
in a moment or so and holds inter- 
est especially among the femme 
trade. Berge’s bows following each 
creation are the most interesting in 
the business. 

Opening is by Berk & Hallow, a 
neat tap twosome. These diminu- 
tives work pleasantly in a -musical 
comedy style. They show some fine 
tricks that help them off to a 
salvo. They warm up the house in 
the process. 

Under New Acts are Billie & 
Gene Lambart and The Goofers. Jo 
Lombardi, as usual, helps with his 
top brand of showbacking. Jose. 








Empress, Glasgew 
Glasgow, May 30. 

Renee Houston & Donald Stew- 
art, Burgess Bros. (3), George & 
Fred Eastwood, 2 Clanceys, Rond- 
art, Currie, Rice & Corda, Glen & 
Glen, Jimmy Kidd & June, Alex 
Smith Orch. 


Renee Houston, red-haired come- 
dienne who hails from Glasgow and 
has been in vaude for many years, 
tops a fairly sound layout, which 
has virtue of fronting several nov- 
elty acts. Gal, now a grandma of 50 
and freely admitting this in her act, 
is slickly partnered by her Ameri- 
can husband, Donald Stewart. She 
has bags of personality and pre- 
sents a bad-gal pose, with her im- 
pression of Bette Davis a standout. 
Being Scottish, and having suf- 
fered publicly many ups and downs 
in show biz, she rouses nostalgic 
chords with many stubholders, hav- 
ing at one time been partnered 
with her two sisters in the w.k 
Houston Sisters act. 

Act closes both segments, and 
goes off to strong sympathetic mit- 
ting, more so as twain have re- 
cently announced plans to retire 
from show biz a set up in a 
boarding house. Familiarity of Brit- 
ish audiences with the duo over 
the years has not bred any con- 
tempt, and decision to withdraw 
should be carefully reviewed, gal 
having lots of talent yet and com- 
pletely belying her years through 
slim figure, youthful energy and 
pretty face. This is emphasized in 
their latter spot, where Renee 
emerges as a little schoolgirl mak- 
ing trouble for her daddy. 

George & Fred Eastwood, garbed 
in pleasant brown jackets and light 
brown pants, are northern England 
comedy pair with an adequate line 
of patter. More comedy, plus music, 
from Currie, Rice & Corda, white 
gents blacked up to pose as col- 


ored types, who suffer from ns. 
materia. th 


Chicago, Chi 
Chic , May 29. 
Johnnie Ray, ‘orgia Gibbs, 
e Dunhills (3), Gary Morton, 
Louis Basil Orch; “Down Among 
Sheltering Palms” (WB), 


Whatever his shortcomings may 
be as a singer, Johnnie Ray is a 
remarkable showman, b prmgs om 
himself through five and six shows 





Gord. 


| 


(Continued on page 61) 
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DETROIT 
(Continued from page 9) 


the Hours” (RKO). Thin $8,000. 
Last week, “Anna” (IFE), $7,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938 70-95! 
—“Small Town Girl” (M-G) and 
“Confidentially Connie” M-G) (2d 
wk). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Adams (Balaban) ‘(1,700 70-95)— 
“Young Bess” (M-G). Swell $17.- 
000. Last week, “Battle Circus’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $7,500. 


Broad way-Capitol (Korman) 
(3,000 70-95)—“Serpent of Nile” 
(Col) “and “McCall, Desperado 
(Col) Fair $11,000 Last week, 

“Never Let Me Go” ‘M-G) and 


“Ambush Tomahawk Gap” (Col), 
(2d wk), $8,700. 
Music Hall (Cinerama Prods.) 


(1.236 $1.40-$2.80)—“This Is Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (11th wk). Smash 
$30.000. Last week, same. 


‘BESS’ STANDOUT IN 
TORONTO, SMASH 206 


Toronto, June 2 

Coronation prelude is crimping 
biz badly, with exception of topical 
“Youne Bess” whieh is topping the 
town to smash returns. On freak 
appeal, “invaders from Mars” has 
started off nicely, with “Moulin 
Rouge” in fifth stanza ajso holding 
sock. Other first-+runs are medi- 
ocre 

Estimates for This Week 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1.556; 40-75)4,“Girls of Pleasure 
Island” (Par). Sad $6,000. Last 
week, “Confidentially Connie” (M- 
G). $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 60-85) — 
“Invaders from Mars” (20th). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Off Limits” 
(Par) (2d wk’), $9,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-75) — 
“Young Bess” (M-G). Smash $20- 
000. Last week, “Small Town Girl” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Odeon ‘Rank) (2,390; 60-$1) — 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (5th wk). 
Still holding hefty at $14,000. Last 
week, $16,000 





Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 60-85)—“Stars 
Are Singing” (Par) (2d_ wk). 
$8.000. Last week, $11,000. 

Uptewn (Loew) (2,743; 40-75) — 
“Remains to be Seen” (M-G). Big 


$13.000.. Last week, “Law and 
Order” (U), $6,500. 


Ft. Ti’ Bangup $19,000, 
St. L; ‘Kettles’ Hot 146 


St. Louis, June 2: 

Biz is spotty at mainstem houses 
here this week with biz activity 
slowed up over the past weekend 
because of fine outdoor weather. 
“Fort Ti.” third 3-D pic to play 
here, is grabbing the most atten- 
tion with socko session at the Am- 
bassador. “Kettles on Vacation” 
shapes good at Fox. Second week 
of “Salome” looks solid at Loew's. 
“Peter Pan” continues neat draw 
in two small houses. 


Estimates for This Week 





! 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 90)— 


“Fort Ti” (Col). Socko $19,000. 
Last week, “Fair Wind to Java” 
(Rep) and “Serpent of Nile” (Col), 
$10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“Ma, 
Pa Kettle om Vacation” (U) and 
“Go to Mars” (U). Good $14,000. 
Last week, “Off Limits” (Par) and 
‘Woman Almost: Lynched” (Rep), 


514,500. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Salome” (Col) (2d wk). Solid 


614.000 after $19,000 first frame. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
30)\—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Fine $6,000 following $8,000 third 
session. 

Shady Oak ‘St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90)\—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Neat 
stanza. 





PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 11) 
“Desert Song” (WB) and “Kansas 
Pacific’ (AA}* Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “House of Wax” (WB) (3d 
wk). $9, 


Melaspeliian (Snider) (3,100; 44-| Big $21,500 in 8 days. Last week,| nate the separate soundtracks now 


65) — “Scared Stiff’. (Par) and 


“Marksman” (AA). Big ©$17,000. 
Last week, “Magnetic Monster” 
(UA), “Luxury Girls” (UA) and 


Marciano-Walcott 3-D fight pix 


(UA), $4,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Young Bess” (M-G) and “Code 
Two”. (M-G). Fair $10,500. -Last 
week, “President’s Lady” (20th) 
and “Girl Who Had Everything” 
{M-G), $10,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65'\—“Ambush at Tomahawk Gap” 
(Col) and “49th Man” (Col). Fair 

Last week, “Jamaica Run” 
and “Romance Redwoods” 
$5,000. 


) 
(Col), 


$5,000 after $6,500 third 


‘FT. TY VIRILE $13,000, 
MPLS; BESS’ FAIR 96 


Minneapolis, June 2. 

The rains ceased, and with 
warmer weather and a fine outdoor 
Memorial Dzy holiday, biz is be- 
ing hurt this session. While hold- 
overs predominate, the trio of 
newcomers stacks up fairly well 
Young Bess” looks only good at 


) 
| 
i 


Radio City with “Fort Ti” stand-/ 


cout at Orpheum. “Girl Next Door” 
also looms nice. ? 
Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘Par) (1,600; 75-$1)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (‘7th wk). 
Good $4,000. Last week, $4,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,026; 65-85)— 
“Desert Rats” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$3,500. Last week, $5,300. 

Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,859; 85- 
$1.20)\—Last week, “Martin Luth- 
er” (Indie) (4th wk). Three-day 
interruption of run, due to previ- 
cus advance bookings, undoubtedly 
hurt, but okay $4,900 in final 4 
Gays. That meant amazing approx- 
imate $69.000 for 25 days; making 
it a local boxoffice champ. 

Lyric (Par) (1.000; 65-85)—“Light 
of Silvery Moon” (WB) (m.c.). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, “Titanic” 
(29th) (2d wk), $3,800. ? 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-85)— 


“Young Bess” ‘(M-G). Kudos for 
this one but only fair $9.000 
looms. Last week, “By Light of 


Silvery Moon” (WB), $9.500 
|- RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 75- 
$1)—“Fort Ti” ‘Col). Even though 
novelty is off 3-D here, this one 
looks virile $13,000. Last week, 
“Hitch-Hiker” (RKO), $5,500. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1)— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (6th wk) 
Rounding out remarkable run to 
be one of year’s boxoffice toppers. 
okay $3,000. Last week, $6,500. 


State (Par) (2.200; 65-85)—“Girl | 


| Next Door” (20th). Light $6,000. 
Last week, “Law and Order” ‘(U), 

| $4.800. 

| Werld (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20)— | 


“Limelight” (UA) (2d' wk). 
| $2,000. Last week, $2,900. 


Ft. Ti’ Rugged $34,000, 
Denver; ‘Stiff’ Fat 12G 


Denver, June 2. 

“Fort Ti,” playing day-date at 
Paramount and North Drive-in, is 
|copping top money here on 8-day 
stay. The 3-D pic hit a new high 
at-the ozoner. “Young Bess” looms 
fine at the Broadway while “Scared 
| Stiff’ is great at Denham. Both 
‘are holding. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Desert Rats” (20th) and “Gentle- 





} 
‘ 


(reissue), $5,000. ? 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.200; 50- 
85)—“Young Bess” (M-G). Fine 
$9.000. Holds. Last week, “Juggler” 
(Col), $6,500. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—“Scared Stiff” (Par)..Great $12,- 
000. Stays. Last week, “Jamaica 
Run” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85)— 
“Light of Silvery Moon” (WB) and 
“San Antone” (Rep). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, “Moulin Rouge” (UA) 
(2d wk), same, 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 

“Light of Silvery Moon” (WB) and 
“San Antone” (Rep). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, “Moulin Rouge” (UA) 
(2d- wk), $2,500. 

North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750 
cars; 90)—‘“Fort Ti” (Col) and 
“Glass Wall” (Col). Record $12,500 
in 8 days. Last week, “Man in 
Dark” (Col) and “Born to Saddle” 
(indie), (2d wk), $6,500. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 50-85)—- 
| “Remains To Be Seen” (M-G) and 
“Magic Box” (Indie) (reissue). Poor 
$6,500. Last week, “Never Let Me 
Go” (M-G) and “Night Without 
Stars” (RKO), $11,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 50- 
90) —*Fort Ti” (Col) and “Glass 
Wall” (Col), also North Drive-In. 





| 


“Man in Dark” (Col) and “Born 
to Saddle” (Indie) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967: 50-85)— 
“Desert Rats” (20th) and “‘Gentle- 
men’s Agreement” (20th) (reissue). 
Fair $6,000. Last week, “President's 
Lady” (20th) and “Snake Pit” (20th) 
(reissue), $5,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-90)—“Won- 
derful Times” (Indie). Fair $1,800. 
Last week, “Two Cents Worth of 
Hope” (Indie), $1,700. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)—“Des- 
; ert Rats” (20th) and “Gentlemen's 
Agreemen.” (20th) (reissue). Okay 
| $3,000. Last week, “President’s 
Lady” (20th) and “Snake Pit” (20th) 
| (reissue), $2,700. 





Tepid | 


men’s Agreement” (20th) (reissue). | 
Fair $6.000. Last week, “President’s | 
Lady” (20th) and “Snake Pit” (20th) | 


50-85)— | 


‘Space’ Paces Seattle, 
Fat 116, ‘Suff’ 136 


Seattle, June 2. 


Amusement Stock Quotations — 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 








First-run biz continues offish - : 
here this round despite good trade For Week Ending Tuesday (2) 
conditions generally. Most atten- Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
tion is being drawn by 3-D pix 1953 Volin High Lew Change 
| this week, with tre Orpheum -— High Low 100s je week 
He tir alt eouee Gaece” te the| 15% 13% AmBr-ParTh 127, 15% 4% M4 —% 
‘real draw there, reaching a “big| 49° 38'4 CBS,“A”... 47 45% 43% 4314 —134 
total. Shorts in 3-D naturally are 45% 3812 CBS, “B” . 12 45 42% 431% — 15% 
not hurting. “Scared Stiff” looks 16% 11% Col. Pie. .... 59 1514 14 143% —1%4 
solid at Paramount. “Young Bess”| 12% 9% Decca .. . 141 11% 1034 10% enn 36 
shapes modest at Music Hall. 47 42% Eastman Kdk. 285 441% 42% 43 mll4 
Estimates for This Week 14% 11% Leew’s . 125 13 12% 123% i 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90-| _7°4 4% Nat. Thea. .. 129 67% 63 614 ae 1% 
$1.25)—“Moulin Rouge” (UA). (8th; 30% 26 Paramount .. 75 27% 26 27 — 5% 
wk). Good $4,000. Last week, 3642 31 Philco 44 3212 31% 31% Ve 
$4,700. 29% 2414 RCA 478 25% 24% 2% —1% 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.829; 65- 4358 31% RKO Picts. . 93 334 3% 3% eh, 
90) — “Desert Rats” (20th) and 424 35% RKO Thea... 74 4% 4 4% Sts 
“Marshal's Daughter” (UA). Nice 44, 3% Republic 15 4 334 334 at iy 
$8,000. Last week, “Powder River”) 1114 1014 Rep, pid.... 113% 114 11% 1% — 
Goth) and “Big « Breek” ‘L4P),! 1214 9% Stanley War. 145 11% 11% 1% 
 atth Av j > 19% 1312 20th-Fox 145 16% 15% 6% - — \% 
gg = bog a ny i742 14 Univ. Pix.... 37 16% 16 16% . —% 
| (20th) and “Guerilla Girl” (UA)., 682 61 Univ. pid... *20 66 6 65 —2 
Fair $8.000 or less. Last week,}. 17% 14% Warner Bros.. 20 15% 14% 15% owns Pt 
“Titanic” (20th) and “Count the 84 6742 Zenith 32 70 6714 6814 —2 
fh. O) (2d wk), $6.800. 
OT anesty (ilemactetn (1.650: 65-90) _— Stock Exchange _e : . > 4 
—“Take Me To Town” ‘U) and 4 13% Du Mont i3 14% 1354 1334 — 55 
“Run for Hills” (‘(Indie’ Siow 78 2’8 Monogram 26 334 312 354 omg Y 
$3,500. Last week, “Raiders of 17% 15% Technicolor . 198 1612 15% 153% =) 
Seven Seas” (UA) and “Bandits 3% 2% Trans-Lux 25 3% 3 3 “s 
oe AL Dato 2 263- 65- Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
90) — “Young Bess”*M-G) and pone a Crt ae eenenaenes <4 12 — \% 
“Fast Company” (M-G). Modest inerama tts sss sseeeeeeeenes 3% 35% —— 
$6,000. Last week. “Remains To Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) .......... 3% 334 = % 
Be Seen” (M-G) and “Brandy For U. A. Theatre poccecenchew eae 712 834 ae | 
Parson” (Indie) (2d wk), $4,800 re OD... ;  Sbcwaseadcn tebe 8% 9% na 


Orpheum ‘(Hamrick 2.700; 84- *Actual Sales 




















$1.18) — “It Came From Outer (Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Ca.) 

Space” (U) and full 3-D short pro- Q rs y uf Q 

gram, for first in city. Heavy ea C ' - 

000 or near. Last week, “Fair id; E *"S 

Wind To Java” (Rep) and “White x0 ding Back From O a Grassroots Pr 5 

Goddess” ‘Lip). $6,600. 144 Chores on ‘Andersen | eem 
aramount (Evergreen) (3 : us ‘ : : 

65-90) — “Scared Stiff” (Par) and Pht oe ak, “me ey he ss Continued from page 7 = 

“Vanquished” (Par). Big $13,000. | - 7 } ons, - 



































Par-Telemeter. 


Continued from page 5 
now and “it will be worth more 











Lact week. Girl Next Door” (20th) | turns to N.Y. today (Wed.), after a stag ergy for pictures that will pay 
and “High Treason” (Indie), $7,400. | five week tour of England, France : 
European release of “Hans Chris- | Player to step on stage and prate 
tian Andersen.” Producer and Mrs, | the usual inanities about being glad 
|]; Rome later this month as part of |ing entertainmcnt—even if it 
Continued from page 4 | their five-month tour of Europe. | means taking along a few profes- 
| usmetee pix. York in September. |the picture. In Sacramento, some 
Two Hy films. “Thunder Bay” | | 400 persons turned out at a Cham- 
indicated | . ere - at 
big future possibilities among the Melba’ Aids UCP es cae eee ORO visit 
ing Hollywoodians. 
Proceeds from the June 24 open-| | . ‘ 
playdates. Former was socko 0M ing of “Melba,” S. P. Eagle produc-. People like to meet the stars,” 
| preem week at the N. Y. State, get- tion, at the Capitol, N. Y., will go | #0!t pointed out. “They like te 
| ting the biggest coin for any Uni- | to United Cerebral Palsy of N. Y., | {id out that they are nice people. 
versal pic to play that house. “Man | a-cording to United Artists, distrib- | 424 the meetings inevitably set up 
nee Se Week. ane Manet | | Pine Oke oeft 1.000 tickets ota nt 
as a strong new. entry. vanced prices and 2,200 admis- | Holt says writers, directors and 
|took 10th spot the final stanza of yjunsel star of the pic. wi the junk i i 
4 t , c, will appear junkets, particularly since 
the month. “Desert Rats” (20th) | 2+ the preem. : pee st they frequently turn up ideas for 
tial playdates. “Girl Who Had fF | press,” he revealed, came from a 
Everything” (M-G) took seventh | T y dal | trip he had made with “Great Mis- 
(M-G) was rated big on opening | cenage andals where he saw a Pony Express 
week at N. Y. Music Hall. “Re-| Continued from page 7 =e | Statue and where the townpeople 
other hand, shaped slow so far. | : the Pony Express days that he de- 
“Split Second” (RKO) -ranged ToUnding out the end-of-the-school | y 
first string of playdates. “It Hap- | _Theatremen, although unable to | vreau currently is working 
pens Every Thursday” (U), also a| Pinpoint it, claim they have lost a | °™ ight to Tangier,” and even 
eighth position one week. “Mar-/| trons because of the noise and| “Why not?” he pondered. “The 
tin Luther” (Indie) did terrific biz | rowdyism of the teenage clientele. | foreign market is booming. One 
neapolis. “Desert Song”. (WB) did Houston’ might make a big difference. It's 
not catch on during its initial stan- a 56 BM worth thinking about when the 
“Desert Legion” (U) was among, . Local ozoner operators estimate | 
the top 12 one week during the | they will have to foot a $25,000 bill 
(WB), seventh in April, finished making off with loudspeakers con- | 
sixth another week. “Fair Wind | tinues. Each of the 12 ozoners here | 
some okay to fair sessions. “Hitch-| : on the increase. Most of the | 
Hiker” (RKO) checked in with sev- | @rive-in operators are now hiring | money if we wait.” 
pointing in other dates. | cers to patrol the lots, to halt th | Both Balaban and veepee-general 


|and Italy in connection with the| Holt feels it’s not enough for a 
May Biz | | Goldwyn, now in France, will visit | to be there. Holt believes in offer- 
(WB). and “Lili? (M-G) were the! They expect to return to New | sional entertainers who are not in 
(U) and “Fort Ti” (Col). | ber of Commerce shindig, at $3.50 
new productions, based on first 
(on Tightrope” (20th), which fin-| ytor of the film. |a good feeling that translates 
“Jamaica Run” (Par), also new, sions at regular scales. Patrice | €Ve? producers can. benefit from 
did fairly well on some of its ini- | other pictures. Idea for “Pony Ex- 
one session in May. “Young Bess” | /souri Raid,” to St. Joseph, Mo., 
eer ae Been” S2Ree 7: Se ae shindigs under community auspices | WT, 8° imbued with the lore of 
from uneven to disappointing on Ye@r excitement. | cided to make the picture. 
newcomer, showed enough to take | Substantfal number of older pa- | ‘%@t may cue a p.a. tour. 
on preem three-week run in Min- personal appearance trip overseas 
za at N. Y. Paramount. Houston, June 2. | time comes.’ 
month. “Trouble Along Way”) this year if practice of teenagers | 
to Java” (Rep) was spotty, but had | reports wave of thefts of speakers | 
eral nice weeks, but it was disap-| Cff-duty deputies and police offi- 
| counse! Austin Keough warmly 


“Juggler” | 
(Col) was in a somewhat like cate- | Vandals. 


gory, but did several solid stanzas. | 


Indie Ops’ Sound 


Continued from page 7 














! 
| 


| required. It would still require a 
special reproducer, but latter is 
integrated with the projector. Add- 
ed advantage is that current pro- 
jectors can receive the 20th sys- 


with stereo soundtracks can be 
run with the same machinery. 
Argument that widescreen pro- 
jection without stereophonic sound 
would be ineffective has not trou- 
bled the theatremerf. They point 
out that screens in the smalltown 
and nabe theatres will not reach 
the huge widths of the key houses 
to make directional sound an abso- 








tem. Thus current film and films | 


| 


: 


Teenagers are” reported hooking 
the speakers up in their jalopies, 
in their dormitories or homes and 
in backyards for lawn parties. 


Earl DeVane, manager of the 
Winkler Drive-In, reports the loss 
| SO far this year as nearly $3,000. 
| Last year loss at the ozener was 
; about 300 speakers. At the Market 
| Street Drive-In, about 500 speak- 
ers have hac to be replaced during 
| the past four and a half years, ac- 
| cording to H @. Griffith, manager. 
| James G. Harris, manager of the 
Hempstead Drive-in, reports that 





} 


} 


| 44 speakers have been taken since 
March 1, and that $640 has been 
spent for replacements during the 
past seven months. 





Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent of the I. F. E. Releasing Core. 
will address the films critics of 





lute necessity, 


Chicago tonight (Wed.), at a din- 
ner at the Ambassador East Hotel. 


| praised a statement from share- 
holder Rosalind Copping protesting 
exhibitor anti-trust suits as “rack- 
ets.” However, when she later 
trained her ire on certain partici- 
pation deals Par has made with 
some producers and actors the 
company officials charged her with 
making derogatory remarks with- 
ne knowing what she was discuss- 
ing. 

To another stockholder’s com- 
ment regarding a possible product 
shortage to face exhibitors, Bala- 
ban said there'll be no dearth of 
films insofar as Par is concerned. 
Citing a boosi in summer releases 
| which previously had been an- 

nounced, he commented that future 
distribution would be geared at a 
Pace to satisfy both customers and 
shareholders. His assuring observa- 
tion that he saw no reason why the 
current ($2) dividend should be 
changed wrapped up the hour and 
40-minute session. 
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OFF THE FREIGHT BOAT IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT... 
AND THE TOWN WAS NEVER THE SAME AGAIN 


HERBERT J. YATES 


‘presents 





JUDGE PRIEST...He 
knew the whole town's 
secret! 


MALLIE CRAMP ... 


No man ever called 
Mallie a lady! 


THE LOVERS...A 
Black sheep gambler 
and a lovely, lonely 
girl! 


.BUCK RANSY...The 
Lusty Bully... fast with 


his fists and whip! 


JOHN FORD wi MERIAN C. COOPER'S Argosy Production : 


CHARLES WINNINGER 


ARLEN WHELAN - JOHN RUSSELL - STEPIN FETCHIT 
Screen Play By LAURENCE STALLING 


Based on IRVIN S. COBB'S 


short stories 


“The Sun Shines Bright” - “The Mob From Massac” 
‘“The Lord Provides” ‘aiies 


-pereeee 





Directed By JOHN FORD A REPUBLIC PICTURE Repubiic Pictures Corporation 


sasenmesacnemntasose‘en nN SINE TSE RRA A RR OE SRD 
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— 
Hient business in initial local] insidious creeping movement by , 
neighborhood and suburban houses | distributors, not necessarily lim- | 
e runs at upped admission although | ited to 3-D pictures, to exact ex-— Supreme Couri 
F ow it played only two weeks down-| orbitant film rentals and to set up| 
rom x town. On other hand, “Bwana/.y entirely new pattern for divid- Continued from page 4 — 
Devil,” which chalked 4 hefty ing the boxoffice dollar.” d ae i. < 
in Loop here, was b.o. dis-| "To the discredit of exhibs, Starr |°°T*00° OY = every Person of 
appointment in its first Twin| 4 some have been too short- | ©°™mon intelligence.” 


NEW YORK 


J. Arthur West, independent film 
writer, joined Fletcher Smith Etu- 
dios, N.Y., in am executive capacity. 

Arthur Price, one-time Metro 
exploiter and more recently with 
Allied Artists, convalescing in 
French Hospital after being strick- 
en with a heart attack two weeks 
ago in Indianapolis. 


ST. LOUIS 


Cc. S. Summers, former farm im- 


plement dealer, Cisne, Ill, build- | 


ing new ozoner between Newton 
and Oblong, IIL 


C. W. Lecke, owner-operator of | 


the Times, Memphis, Mo., lighted 
his new drive-in near that town. 

John B. Vestal sold his ozoner, 
only one in, Edgar County, Ill, to 
E. L. Staup, Delphos, O. 


While operating his new drive-in | 


near Piedmont, Mo., A. B. Jefferis 
will shutter his house in that town 
to compete face lifting job. 

Herbert F. Hartstein and his sis- 
ter, Mrs. Irene Aft, purchased a 
drive-in near Pevely, Mo., from the 
Linn Amus. Co., Kirkwood, Mo. 

Earl Gardner is celebrating 25th 
anni as shipping clerk at Para- 
mount’s exchange here. 


LOS ANGELES 


Favorite Films of California ac-| 
quired distribution rights to three 


foreign pictures: “Forbidden 
Games,” French; “Two Cents 
Worth of Hope,” Italian, and “One 
Summer of Happiness,” Swedish. 
Allied Artists closed a deal to 


release two Louis Hayward starrers | 


made-by A.F.A. Productions. First 
is “Royal African Rifles,” completed 
last week, and second will be made 
before the end of the calendar 
year. 


P: BURGH 

Walley , former 20th-Fox 
exploitatio: © .n in this territory, 
pulied out of his advertising agency 
business to go back into theatre 
work, joining the Chakeres circuit 
in Springfield, O., as a booking- 
publicity exec. 

Shea Theatres transferred E. 
Bernard Hickey from the Lawlor 
in Greenville, Mass., to the Fulton 
ENE SOON OT INTL AE INR ACRE ECCT EC ETE 








BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC. 
Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRefalgar 4-1815 











here fo succeed John Walsh, grant- 
| ed indefinite leave of absence on 
account of ill health. George E. 
Mason had been filling in for ailing 
| Walsh in recent months. ; 
Joe Migliozzi, after 16 years with 
ithe Harris circuit, resigned as 
| manager of outfit’s sports arena, 
| The Gardens. 
| Sunset View Drive-In near Free- 
|port sold by Nelson Bond, who 





Amus. Corp. of Franklin. 





CHICAGO 


Town Hall Theatre, Hanover, 
Ill., closed June 1. 

Judge Phillip Sullivan post- 
| poned hearing on Norwall Theatre 
| case until July 15. 
| “Off Limits” opened at 40 out- 
| lying houses in first subrun Friday 
| (29 


|in North Town, Terminal, Central 
| Park and Belpark theatres, which 
|gives circuit 13 houses 50 
equipped. 

Jay Rubin joined Allied Artists 
| last week as salesman. 
| “Eddie Dowden planed to town to 


| handle preem of “City That Never | 


| Sleeps” for Republics 

Nat Nathanson returned from 
Miami Allied Artists convention 
| with a new Nash convertible as 
| prize for having brought Chi in 
first in recent sales drive. Sales- 
men and bookers each received two 
week salaries as prizes. 


BOSTON 


Miss Viola Berlin, operator of 
the Exeter, completed a deal with 
Universal for company to fly a 
print of “A Queen is Crowned” 
here as soon as possible after the 
Coronation. 

As a result of a breakdown in 
negotiations between the local 
IATSE and management of Brattle 
Theatre, Cambridge, projectionists’ 
union is current:y picketing the 
house. Two factions were unable to 
agree regarding the “two-men in 
a booth” policy, theatre replacing 
union projectio with a non- 
card holder. 

Memorial Theatre currently is 
installing a Miracle Screen and has 
inked Universal's “It Came From 
Outer Space” for its initial 3-D 
showing. Pic bows June 10. 

Lewis Newman, formerly man- 
ager of the Transluv, took over 
pees reins of the Beacon 


MINNEAPOLIS 

“Snows of Kilimanjaro” playing 
first admission dates at na and 
suburban houses. 

Territory's drivein theatres con- 
tinuing to take a terrific beating 
because of cold and rainy weather 
which has been in evidence almost 
uninterruptedly since they opened 
their current season. 

Bennie Berger, Northwest Vari- 
ety club chief barker and North 
Central Allied prexy, back from 
Mexico City where he attended 
Variety Club convention. 

“Hans Christian Andersen” doing 








GREAT MOTION PICTURES 


ARE PROCESSED BY Path 


JAY BONAFIELD,. 
Executive Vice Pres., RKO-Pathé, Inc., says: 


“We have never settled for iess 
than the best. We use Pathe Labs. 





RKO-Pathe’s varied product 
includes the best in theatrical 
and industrial shorts, as well 
as such specials as OPERATION 
A-BOMB and its HEAVYWEIGHT 
FIGHT PICTURES 


“When it comes to film laboratory 
services we have never settled for 
anything less than the best in skill and 
dependability. Consequently, we have 
never settled for less than Pathé 
Laboratories.” 





- Both New York and Holiywood Have Complete Bathé Laboratory Facilities 


35MM ¢* 16MM ° 


CCLOR 


BLACK AND WHITE 


Felhd Laboratories, Inc. is a subsidiary of Chesaperke Industries, Ine, 


few it last year, to the Hilltop) 


. 
B&K is placing 3-D equipment | 


Cities’ nabe subsequent runs. 

Twin Cities’ area’s ninth and 
newest outdoor theatre, Navarre 
Amphi, located in local suburb, 
| opens June 11. 











| sighted to fight eff “that invasion 
4 . . @esperate as some of us are 
| for the quick dollar.” He asserted 
that some exhibs are falling into 


a trap “that may eventually drive 








Film Reviews 
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Sea Devils 
cue, pair returning with the 
| French invasion plan. 

Both stars characterize their 


roles deftly, Miss de Carlo partic- 
ularly glamorous in her low-cut 
period gowns, which make all her 
scenes a pleasure. Hudson realis- 
tically portrays fisherman turned- 
smuggler. Pair have benefit of 
a top British cast, headed by 
Maxwell Reed, who co-stars with 
| Americans. Other standouts in- 
j}elude Bryan Forbes, as Hudson’s 
| mate: Michael Goodliffe, Miss de 
Carlo’s espionage partner; Denis 
O'Dea, British Customs chief; 
Jacques Brunius, French espionage 
chief: and Gerard Oury, as Na- 
poleon. 

Raoul Walsh directs energetical- 
| ly, getting most aut of both story 
values and beautiful locations. 
| Technical credits rate above par, 
| the color lensing of Wilkie Cooper 
| especially praiseworthy. 


Belew the Sahara 
(COLOR) 


African jungle travelog in 
color, interestingly handled 
for lowercase cs. 


Hollywood, June 2. 
RKO release of Armand Denis produc- 
tien, narrated and directed by Denis. 
od supervision. Jay Bonafield. 
Douglas Travers; written by Jerome 
Brondfield, Burton Benjamin; camera 
(Technicolor), Tom Stobart, Phil Schultz, 


Robert Carmet, Eric White; editor, David 


Cooper; music, Paul Sawtell. Tradeshown 
May 29, 53. Running time, 65 MINS. 


“Below the. Sahara” is a real- 
life adventure film, relating a 
travelog of African flora and 
fauna under guidance of Armand 
Denis. While stamped with a 
sameness that seems to go with 
such subjects, it presents interest- 
ing variety of animals, natives and 
situations, excellently highlighted 
by the Technicolor printing job, 
and is an okay lowercase bookings 
for regular bills. 


Denis, who did the successful 
‘“Savage Splendor’ which 
distributed several seasons back, 
again takes his cameras to Africa 
for both interior and _ coastal 
scenes that climax with the seem- 
ingly inevitable gorilla hunt. 
Newer to such travelogs are the 
coast shots, showing sea lions and 
penguins at play in the rough At- 
lantic waters. More standard are 
several native dances, glimpses of 
leopards, lions, rhinos and ele- 
phants and the finale gorilla hunt. 
Viewer interest will be caught by 
the sequence depicting the train- 
ing of cheetahs for hunting and 
riding of ostriches. 


Femme appeal to the subject is 
supplied the presence of Denis’ 
wife, Michaela, who made the 
safari with hirn. Denis also han- 
dies narration, written by Jerome 
Brondfield and Burton Benjamin. 
Excellent camera work, under ob- 
vious difficulties presented by 
jungle trek, was contributed by 
Tom Stobart, Phil Schultz, Robert 
Carmet and Eric White. Editing 
by David Cooper contains some 
repetitious scenes, but keeps the 
footage down to 65 minutes. Mu- 











sical score by Paul Sawtell fits the 
subject and adds to several humor- 
ous sequences, such as a hippo 
mud bath, pelican water ballet, 
and shots of pygmies eating honey, 
Brog. 


bees and all. 


Continued from 





gross without regard for public 
reception.” . 
Predictions, Promises, Propaganda 
“For the past few weeks,” he de- 
clared, “we exhibitors have been 
increasingly confused by perdic- 
tions, by promises and by propa- 
ganda. We do not know where to 
turn and what to do.” He noted 
that the large circuits, with their 
physical wherewithal, can afford 
to experiment, but “the confusion 
of the small operator is frighten- 
ing.” Latter, he noted, is trying to 
make plans to accept and pay for 
3-D equipment and at the same 
time “to fight off 3-Dementia 
which threatens to engulf him.” 
Starr declared that “throughout 
it all there has deen a gradual and 








ius out of business because the 
terms designed to compel us to 
advance our admission prices.” He 


noted that even with hiked admish | 
| prices “we cannot make a fair re-| 


| turn on our operation.” 
| Distribution, Starr said, owes 
; great duties to exhibs, greater now 
| than ever before and “we hope dis- 
| tribution will fulfill its obligations. 
The greatest of these, it seems to 
me, is not to take advantage of the 
desperate plight of the small ex- 
hibitor by requiring that he ex- 
pend large sums of money, which 
in most instances he will have to 
borrow, to install new equipment 
in his theatre and then after he 
has made his investment demand 
| of him film rentals so high as to 
| make it either impossible or not 
| worthwhile for him to operate.” 

‘ 





terms being demanded of us are | 








Justice OK 
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{| would be considered in the event 
' of changes in industry conditions. 


Nabe House May Be Pitt 


Site for Cinerama 
Pittsburgh, June 2. 


Long-rumored report that Cin- 
erama would go into the downtown 
Warner Theatre sometime this 
summer has been spiked by M. A. 
Silver, zone manager of the Stan- 
ley Warner chain and member of 
the organization’s board of direc- 
tors. Silver said it was most like- 
ly that when and if Cinerama did 
come here, one of the sW neigh- 
borhood houses, probably the 
Schenley, would get it. 

Schenley’s a 1,200-seater, all on 
one floor, located in the busy, thick- 
ly-populated Oakland sector, with 
plenty of parking space in the 
neighborhood. No deal with Ciner- 
ama has been closed yet, although 
Warner was looked over several 
months ago. Silver feels its 
chances for a long run will be much 
better at the Schenley. 


Skouras Chain Act | 


EEE COntinued from page 3 


Nemo Corp. asked $1,675,722 and 
$450,000 respectively for thé Nemo 
Theatre, and the Ninetyseventh 














$5,536,854 and $2,632,689 for the 
| Riviera. 

Loew’s, RKO, Paramount, ABC, 
Universal, Columbia and United 
Artists were listed as defendants 


refusing to offer pix to plaintiffs 
until after the product has been 
contracted for by the RKO and 
Loew’s circuits. 


‘Theatre TV Stirs 


=—_—a_s Continued from page 3 = 


one-shot demonstration for indus- 
tryites was called off at the last 
moment, when the sponsors failed 
to reach an agreement with the 
labor outfits involved. * 

4 With talks getting under way at 
| an early date, it’s figured an agree- 
ment with the unionites will be 
reached prior to the event. In ad- 
dition, both Halpern and Rosen 
have conferred for some time with 
the various entertainment unions 
and have reached tentative agree- 
| ments. 

Should the deal go through for 
the presentation of the Todd spec- 
{ tacle, this will be the first enter- 
tainment closed-circuit attraction 
presented since last December, 
when Halpern’s TNT’s offered a 
Metopera telecast of “Carmen.” In 
the interim, there have been many 
confabs with producers of both 
stage and sports events, but no 
deals were concluded. Halpern has 
been dickering for other events, 
but prefers not to discuss them 


while they are in the discussion 
Stage. 


| 
| 
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Street & Broadway Realty Corp. | 
and Viera Theatre Corp. asked | 


,@ ovr Judson Division has seen to it 
'g thet whenever they ge coast te 
coast, their household , trunks, 


in the conspiracy charge. Plaintiffs | 
asked that the companies be en- | 
joined from maintaining a system | 
of runs and clearances and from | 


Majority further ruled that 
“motion pictures may be cen- 
sored, upon proper grounds” and 
that “sexual immorality is one 
such ground.” Decision followed a 
3-2 determination of the.Appellate 
Division affirming the Regents’ 
action. The 4-2 division was iden. 
tical with that for “The Miracie” 
decision, which supported the Re. 
gents’ ban on the Italo pic 
“sacrilegious,” a determination 
later invalidated by the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. 

Disagree on ‘Miracle’ View 

Court also disagreed on the in- 
terpretation of “The Miracle” 
lcase by the high court. Majority 
| contended the Supreme Court had 
;mot definitely ruled that films 
| were exempt from prior restraint, 
|moting that the Supreme Court 
| said each method of communica- 
tions “tends to present its own pe- 
culiar problems.” 

Judge Fuld, however, in a sep- 
arate two-page dissenting opinion, 
| asserted that “the freedom of ex- 
| pression assured by the First 
| Amendment is not limited to “the 
| air-borne voice, the pen and the 
| printing press, and none may now 


| dispute that motion pictures, as 





as 


i 
' 
j 


well, are safeguarded by that 
; amendment.” He cited the Su- 
}preme Court’s rulings in the 
| “Miracle” and “Pinky” cases to 
back up his argument. 

Industry attorneys have long 
contended that the Supreme 


Court’s decision was vague, and 
‘that further tests on individual 
cases would have to be presented, 
before it can be fully determined 
if films are subject to the’ same 
guarantees of freedom as the 
press. High court’s decision did not 
result in elimination of state cen- 
sor boards, a further indication 
that more tests will be necessary 
before motion pictures enjoy the 
same rights as the press. 

In addition to the “La Ronde” 
case, the Supreme Court will be 
presented with a petition to hear 
an appeal of Ohio's turndown of 
“M,” which ‘was censored on the 
ground that it portrayed evil 
conduct. Petitions on “M” and “La 
Ronde” will be presented to the 
High Court during the fall term. 
—_—_—_—————— ee 


; 


| SHOW PEOPLE ARE 
6 13 
| GO) peopte 





cross-country servirs at lew retes 
between points east of the Missis- 
sippi and the West Coast. When- 


Judson Forwarding 
NATIONAL CARLOADING 
CORPORATION 
19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y: 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
*ocketelles Center 


“YOUNG BESS” 
JEAW SIMMONS - STEWART GRANGER 


olor by TECHMICOLOR © An M-G-M Picture 
plus SPECTACBLAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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8 St Martin‘’s Place, Trafaigar Square - 
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Exhibs in Top S. Amer. Countries 
Want 3-D Pix, Say 4 Mono-Int'l Execs 


Industry developments in’ 3-D+- 





and widescreen projection methods 
have excited exhibitor interest in 
Brazil, Uruguay; Argentine and 
Chile, four overseas officials of 
Monogram International Corp. and 
Allied Artists Productions declared 





in New York last week. They also | 
pointed out that TV in Brazil and | 
Argentina has had a negligible ef- | 


fect upon theatre attendance so far | 
(Wed.), 
| pean sales convention, which opens 


due primarily to poor programs 
and relatively few sets in use. 

Quartet of company execs in-| 
cluded Bernard J. Gates, super- | 
visor for United Kingdom, Europe | 
and Latin America; H. Alfredo | 
Steinberg, general manager in 
Brazil, and head of Brazilian Film 
Board of Trade; Juan Bautista Car- 
ralcasaz, manager in Sao Paulo, 
and Juan Carlos Mendez, g.m. for 
Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay. 
All except Gates returned to their 
territories over the weekend after 
attending Allied Artists’ first inter- 
national sales convention in Miami | 
two weeks ago. 

In Argentina, Mendez revealed, | 
the government is studying the 
1950 Johnston-Cereijo pact with a 
view to “clarifying certain points” 
in light of changed economic con- 
ditions since its signing. But just 
what points are being analyzed by 
Argentine authorities were undis- 
closed. Taking an optimistic view, 
Mendez predicted that a favorable 
decision on the matter would be 
made. He noted that the Uruguay- 
an and Paraguayan markets are 
“completely open” to American 
product. 

The South American managers 
stressed that 3-D and widescreen 
have captured the imagination of 
top circuit execs. Ribeiro loop in 
Rio de Janeiro, Serrador chain in 
Sao Paulo, Armando Band circuit 
in Chile, and the Glucksman the- 
atres in Montevideo all have ex- 
pressed a desire to install equip- 
ment. However, Steinberg pointed 
out that import licenses for almost 
any kind of material are difficult 
to obtain in, Brazil because of a 
dollar shortage. 

General South American outlook 
as far as Monogram-Allied Artists 
is concerned was rated as encour- 
aging by supervisor Gates. “Our 
product, which stresses action, is 
easily adaptable to the Latin mar- 
ket,” he said, “since films of that 
— require a minimum of sub- 
titles.” 


Pons, Menuhin, Heifetz 
Yank Longhairs Inked 
For Coronation Bills 


London, May 26. 

Many prominent American art- 
ists are to be featured in the long- 
hair attractions lined up in London 
for the Coronation season at the 
Royal Festival Hall and the Royal 
Albert Hall. 

Burl Ives, who played two ¢ca- 
pacity dates e* the Royal Festival 
Hall last year will return for two 
Sunday Folk Song programs June 
7 and 14. Lily Pons will be starred 
there June 4, Jascha Heifetz on 
J-ne 12, Yehudi Menuhin on June 








14 and Kirsten Filagscted on June! 


17. 

From July 9 to Sept. 12, Anton 
Dolin’s Festival Ballet returns 
for a 10-week season, with a 
repertoire including five new bal- 
lets as well as several classics. 


Femmes at 27c Per Hr. 
At Tokyo ‘Date Bureau’ 


Tokyo, May 26. 

Latest American institution to 
be adepted by the Japanese is 
the “escert service.” A Tokyo en- 
trepreneur, Minoru Watanabe, has 
established a “date bureau” in a 
Shimbashi coffee shop where 
femme companions can be hired 
for 27¢ an hour during the day 
and 55c per at night up to 10:30 
o'clock. In addition, the patron pays 
Watanabe an “application ‘ee” of 
$1.38, which he pockets. Gais get 
the hourly fee. 

Watanabe started business pri- 
marily with an eye to providing 
out-of-towners with feminine 
guides to show tourists around 
Tokyo. However, most patrons 
have been local residents who did 
all the “guiding.” . Watanabe’s 
girls come in all sizes and degrees 
of attractiveness. 





Rackmil, Daff to Rome 
For U-1 European Meet 


London, June 2. 
Douglas J. Granville, Universal- 
International’s British topper, and 
Jack Sullivan, publicity director 
here, plane to Rome tomorrow 
for the company’s © Euro- 


June 6. Milton R. Rackmil and 
Alfred E. Daff, prez and executive 
veepee, who arrived here last week, 
| also will plane to Rome after stop- 
over to see the Coronation. They 
will jointly preside ai the conven- 
tion. . 

Tyrone Power, now vacationing 
in Italy, will be honor guest at 
preem of “Mississipi Gambler” in 
which he stars. Salesmen will view 
the new U widescreen and com- 
pany’s 3-D, “It Came From Outer 
Space.” 





‘Anglo-Am. Prod. 


Board Nixed 


London, June. 2. 

Because there are already suf- 
fitient incentives for Yank pro- 
ducers to film in Britain, the Films 
Council turned dowa a suggestion 
that it ssould set up a special body 
to encourage increased Anglo- 
American production. This is out- 
line in the 15th annual report sub- 
mitted to the Board of Trade prez 
last week. 

The idea was first promoted by 
Tom O’Brien, M.P., who felt that 
the Council should have a policy 
of increasifig the use of frozen 
sterling and‘ suggested the forma- 
tion of a join board with reps 
from British and American pro- 
ducers, the. Ministry of Labor, the 
unions and the Council. .One pur- 
pose of this new organization would 
be to settle difficulties dtising 
from the employment of British 
actors and technicians abroad, and 
foreign actors and technicians in 
Britain. In giving the thumbs 
down to the project, the Council 
did not consider it desirable to in- 
crease the number of organizations 
dealing with the film industry or 
the number of restrictions bearing 
upon it. 

Extended quota life has been 
granted te nine British pix of a 
total of 35 applications. These 
include “Hamlet,” “Henry V,”" 
“Red Shoes,” “Oliver Twist,” 
“Third Man” and “Great Expecta- 
tions.” 


RADIO ROW IN DUBLIN 
DELAYS OPERA’S START 


Dublin, May 26. 

Opera fans mulled their pro- 
grams for 30 minutes at the Gaiety 
here while the orchestra, 
company, theatre management and 
radio authorities wrangléd over 
who pays who and how much. 

Dispuie started when the aug- 

mented orch discovered that Radio 
Eireann. was planning to make re- 
cording of “Rigoletto,” with the 
stars of La Scala and Rome operas 
in the leading roles. Players in- 
sisted they were entitled to extra 
fees if performance was recorded. 
Radio officials said their agreement 
with the opera group covered re- 
cordings, while the opera group 
said as little as possible, but 
wouldn’t pay upped fees to the 
extra musicians. The management 
said “let’s get the curtain up.” 

After a half-hour delay the re- 
cording plan was abandoned, and 
the opera started. 


Japan’s 3-D Prod. Halted 


Tokyo, May 26. 

3-D film production in Japan has 
ground to a temporary halt after 
two attempts which failed to win 
critical or public support. 

After previewing their first try, 
“Duel,” Shochiku Studios an- 
nounced its Shochiku Natural 
Vision illusioner would be shelved. 
Toho Studios, which made two 
three-reelers, neither of which 
scored, previously announced they 
would leave the field for the time 











being. 





opera =i 








U.S. Names Take Over 


Florence Opera Scene 


Florence, June 2. 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” 
opera by the U. S. composer Gian- 
Carlo Menotti, will be given on 
the radio here at Christmas, with 
the noted German conductor, Wil- 
helm Furtwangler, batoning. 
More immediately, the N. Y. 
Philharmonic maestro Dimitri 
Mitropoulos will conduct Verdi's 
“Forza del-Destino” at the Florence 
Festival, with an all-star cast of 
Tebaldi, Siepi and del Monaco. 


Current Paris Pix B.0. 
Far Ahead of ’52; ‘Show’ 





Paris, June 2. 
First quarter gross returns of 
first-run films here show a 
marked increase over the first 
quarter last year. Both quality- 
wise and in drawing power, the 
1953 pix drew better on shorter 


runs than the 1952 product. Top 
draw this year, French film, 
“Belles De Nuit,” did a _ hefty 


$348,000 in 29 weeks of first-run 


re Ag eee, eee a warm reception. But its success 


| is doubtful. 


pic, “Un Grand Patron,” took in 
only $228.000 in 32 weeks. Other 
films maintained equitable ratics 
down the line with the provinces 
also reflecting the b.o. upbeat. 

Since the first quarter, with the 
phenomenal pull of “Greatest 
Show On Earth” (Par) is overshad- 
owing the previous toppers. It 
started a powerful first-run in 
five big houses here, and is now 
in a smallseater on the Champs 
Elysees for an indefinite run. So 
far, it has reached a smash $408,- 
000 in Paris, with big returns 
looming in the provinces. 

Other biggies are the French 
prizewinner which has racked up 
$254,000 in its first three-week run 
and “Carrie” (Par) taking a nice 
$36,000 in its first week. The 
French version of ““The Quiet 
Man” (Rep), after a long original 
version run; is grossing $27,000 
in its second week. The Vittorio 
De Sica pic, “Terminal Station,” 
is showing $18,000 in its first 
week. 

The provinces are overwhelm- 
ingly giving their coin to “Peur,” 
which is looming as the boffo of 
the year. “Limelight” (UA) is also 
showing well in the _ provinces 
after its fancy-Parisian run. 


FORECASTS FRENCH TV 
ON UPSWING IN 2 YRS. 


Paris, May 26. 
“Jean D’Arcy, program: director 
of the nationalized video setup 
here, claims France was second in 
TV advances before the last war 
but was stalled during the occu- 
pation. However, he feels that 
within the next two years France 
will come to its logical full-scale 
development of tele. . France was 
the second country to have ar . 
lar TV _ service via the Eiffel 
Tower. After the war France iell 
behind the U. S. and England be- 
cause of heavy damage suffered 
and _large scale destruetion of 
most radio networks. Radio was 
go the. reconstruction priority. 
Déspite this, D'Arcy feels that 
this lull enabled TV authorities to 
make the decision to adapt the 
present 819-line screen which he 
says makes French .TV reception 
the best in the world. Conversion 
setups have been started to allow 
program exchanges between 
France and the surrounding ceun- 
tries of England, Belgium, Holland 
Switzerland and Scandinavia. 
Building of new transmission cen- 
ters are going ahead here. Weekly 
hours of transmission are up to 
32 hours to give set buyers an in- 
centive. 


Delta Boys in Tokyo 
Tokyo, May 26. 

The Delta Rhythm Boys opened 
a tour of Japan with a two-day en- 
gagement at Manuela’s Supper 
Club here. Quartet, aided by pi- 
anist, scored such a hit with the 
patrons that they were held on 
floor for 17 numbers, including a 
reprise of “Dry Bones.” 

Act includes Carl Jones, Tra- 
verse Crawford, Clifford Holland, 
Lee Gaines and Rene de Knight. 
Combo will do a series of concerts 
in Tokyo in which they will be 
joined by Eri Chiemi, 16-year-old 
Japanese thrush. 
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| Mills back to the stage in 
| Uninvited Guest,” 


Shapes as Year’s Champ | 








Heat Wave, Coronation Bop London 
Film Biz; Wax’ Still Hot 11146 in 3d, 
‘Bess’ Dissappoints at $13,500 
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Sherek’s ‘Guest’ Looks 


Doubtful in London | exottice trade last week. 


London, May 23. 


Henry Sherek brought 


presented at St. James’ Theatre 
last Wednesday (27). It is an un- 
convincing meller of a man gain- 
ing freedom from a mental insti- 
tution after 20 years only to find 
an unwelcome return home. 
Mills copes effectively with an 
unsatisfactory role with sterling 
support given by Cathleen Nesbitt, 
Joan Greenwocd, Clive Morton and 
Lyndon Brook. Play is well di- 
rected by Frank Hauser and had 





Dutch Film Prod. 





| many 
John | 
“The | 
written for him | 


| trend to any extent was the War- 
by his wife Mary Hayley Bell, and | 


la. nightly 





Industry Formed 


The Hague, May 26. 


Plans have been announced here 
for establishment of a new Dutch 
feature-length film industry. Or- 
ganization’s going under name of 
National Film Production Co. It is 
set up by six big cinema house 
operators. They decided to con- 
tribute toward establishment of a 
Dutch company which could pro- 
duce films for the local market and 
export to places like Dutch-speak- 
ing Flanders in Belgium. 

Company toppers plan to plow 
all profits back into the company 
to keep operations rolling. Plans 
for the new company were shown 
to Dutch Minister of Education, 
Arts and Sciences, who is reported 
as enthusiastic. He promised to 
contribute one-third as much as the 
private organizers. 

First film to be produced is 
“Judge Thomas,” which requires 
simple sets. A Belgian firm owned 
film rights to the book by Francois 
Pauwels, but it agreed to relinquish 
them. 


Filming begins June 22 in the 
Profilti studios here. Title role is 
being played by Piet Bron. Many 
of the actors come from Haagse 
Comedie Theatre Co. 


BOT FINDS BRITISH 
PIX PROD. ON UPSWING 


London, June 2. 

Increasing activity in British stu- 
dios, with a total of 50 first fea- 
tures in production or awaiting dis- 
tribution, is reported by the Board 
of Trade in a survey issued here 
last week. Total compares with an 
average of 42 for the three pre- 
vious periods. 


Reporting that ‘the increase in 
first feature production repre- 
sented a steady expansion through- 
out 1952, the survey spotlights a 
marked upward trend also in 
shorts production. 

Of 29 British features registered 
from January to March, only one 
involved labor costs in excess of 
$350,000. Of the others, 13 came 
out under $140,000 and a further 





seven between $140,000 and $210, 


000. The number of full-time stu- 
dio technicians working at the end 
of the year amounted to 1,076 with 
a further 2,000 construction and 
maintenance workers. , 


3 Mex Tinters Via U.S. Coin 


Mexico City, May 26. 

Three tinters im English, made 
with U. S. coin, are being readied 
for production in Mexico soon by 
Al O’Camp, ex-RKO exec here. He 
wants English-speaking Mexicans 
as players and Gabriel Figueroa to 
direct: 

First pic, “Five Girls in Green 
Hell,” is scheduled to’ start short- 
ly. After quitting RKO, O’Camp 








was a hotel public relations man 





London, May 26. 

Hottest Whitsun holiday in years 
coupled with free competition of the 
Coronation; had a dismal effect on 
Busi- 
first-run, 
having their worst holiday 
weekend since the end of the last 
war. 

The lone theatre to go against tlie 


ness was down at every 


ner where “House of Wax” held at 
$15,000 in its second 
round and is still big with $11,500 
in third week. 

Even “Young Bess,” the first pic 
on the new widescreen and stere- 
ophonic sound, made a disappoint- 
ing bow at the Empire, with $13,- 
500 likely in first frame. Another 
widescreen entry, “Tonight We 
Sing,” took a beating over the 
weekend with just $4,770 likely in 
second week at Odeon, Leicester 


Square. 
“Moulin Rouge” looks good 
| $4,500 at Carlton in 11th (final) 


stanza. Playing day-date at Ritz, 
it is doing a nice $3,600 opening 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (IFD) (11th wk). 
Finished 11th round with nice 
$4,500, very good for length of 
run after $6,100 in 10th week. 
“Stalag 17” (Par) preems May 29. 

Empire (M-Co) (3,099; 55- 
$1.70)—“‘Young Bess” (M-Co). First 
offering on new Metro widescreen 
is heading for a fairly good $13,500 
in initial frame. Stays on. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—‘“All I Desire’ (GFD) and 
“Meet Me At the Fair” (GFD). Fair 
$6,100 in first round. 

Leicester Square (CMA) (1,753; 
50-$1.70)—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (6th 
wk). Finishing with around $2,800 
in final 6 days after fair $5,100 in 
fifth. “Genevieve” ((GFD) opens 
May 27. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217- 
$1.70) — “Abbott - Costello Meet 
Capt. Kidd” (WB). Doing below 
average at $3,900. 

Odeon, Leicester Sq. (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)— “Tonight We 
Sing” (20th) (2d wk). Down badly 
to $4,700 after okay start. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Man on Tight- 
rope” (20th). Opened moderately 
with slim $4,500 likely on first 


week. 
Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
(BL) (3d 


“Gilbert and Sullivan” 

wk). Badly hit by heatwave, but 
oke at about $4,700 after nice 
$7,000 second frame. 

Ritz (MG) (432; 90-$2.15)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (IFD). Opened to 
pleasing $3,600. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (3d wk). 
Continues as top draw with re- 
sounding $11,500 for current frame 


after smash $15,000 for second 
week. Stays. 





Brit. Cinema Patronage 
Off in 52, Grosses Up 
Due to Higher Scales 


London, June 2. 

A picture of declining admis- 
sions but increased grosses because 
of higher admittance prices, is re- 
vealed in a new statistical survey 
of the British film industry issued 
by the Board of Trade iast week. 
For second year in succession, at- 
tendance is off and last year’s total 
being 4% below the 1951 figure. 
Analysis is based on returns from 
4,575 cinemas. 

Total admissions from Dec. 30, 
1951, to last Dec. 27 amounted to 
1,312,077,000 as against 1,365,036,- 
000 in 1951, and 1,395,828,000 in 
1950. Gross boxoffice receipts last 
year fell just short of $300,000,000 
but the admission tax took a toll 
of 34.7% and the Eady Fund a 
further 2.6%. Theatre owners were 
left with a total of over $123,000,- 
060. The exhibitor’s share was 
$453,000 ahead of previous year. 

Although admissions were drop- 
ping throughout the year, there 
was a bigger slump in the final 
quarter. The downward trend in 
receipts in final quarter was re- 
flected in smaller payments to the 
Eady pool and in entertainment 


here and then went to Hollywood. } tax. 
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General Biz Shump Cips Fil B.. 


In Arg.; Fox, ‘Story Top US. Entries 





Buenos Aires, May 26. r 


A sign of the changing economy 

nants tas cablilvete boe_grele a8} 
$19,140 done at the Opera and | 
Roca by “Naked Passion” ‘Inter-| 
americana), although it stars Maria | 
Felix with Carlos Thompson. Day- 

dating in these two houses, it se 
expected to do sensational busi- 
ness. This gross compares unfa- 
vorably with the $36,600 made by 
“Camille” at the Rex here in Feb- 
ruary or the $25,310 registered at 
the Opera in January by “Casa 
Grande,” both for the same num- 
ber of weeks. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that January and | 
February are doldrum months | 
when a great part of the city popu- 
lation is away on summer vaca- 
tion. 

Among the imported films, “Des- | 
ert Fox” (20th) is still the biggest | 
with a gross of $102,534 in 10 
weeks of its firsta-run in Buenos | 
Aires. 

“Detective Story” ‘Par) looks 
likely to equal that figure. The 
Protection law cut short its first- 
run at the Grand Rex after four 
weeks, bet the pic was transferred 
to the first-run Ambassador, and | 
played day-date with the Gaumont. 
Combined capacity of these two 
houses is about equal that of the 
Rex, and the film has held ancther 
three weeks in these two houses. 
The four weeks at the Gran Rex 


‘Japs Do Nip-Ups With 
Slavenska-Franklin Co. 


Tokyo, May 26. 
The Slevenska-Franklin Ballet 
left Tokyo (22) for a week’s tour 


returning to the capital for 11 
more. performances. Vernacular 
and English-language critics hailed 
the troupe as the greatest forcign 
attraction to visit Japan since end 
of the war. 

In a country where newspaper 
competition is terrific, the Maini- 
chi, sponsors of the ballet, have 
been outspaced -by ail opposition 


| sheets, whick have giver! as much 


as three columns to the first-night 
review. 


EADY FUND BOOMING 
BRITISH-MADE SHORTS 


London, May 26. 

With the incentive from the 
Eady fund, which yielded a bonus 
of nearly $730,000 last year, an up- 
surge of short production for the- 
atrical release is revealed in the 
annual report of the Assn: of 
Specialized Film Producers. Strict- 








showed a gross of $84,387. 
“Father's Little 
(M-G), playing nine weeks day- | ported. 
date at the Opera and Roca,| Commenting on the offensive 
grossed $96,979. “Streetcar Named | | which has been launched against 
Desire” ‘WB) grossed $84.939 in lithe 25% supporting: quota, the re- 
the full 12 weeks day-dating at the! port velers to the drop in defaults 
Premier and deal. by the three major theatre circuits. 


| In 1951, there were 390 defaulting 
Mex Pix Stars Turn Prods. ' 


| theatres but in the following year 
Mexico City, May 26. 


| there vere only four. 
Affirming the association’s re- 
Abel Salazar, Mexican, and | sistance to a cut in the quota, the 
Jorgé Mistral, Spaniard, top film | | report declares that when all the 
stars, have turned producers with | facts are impartially examined, the 





|er quota enforcement by the Board | 
Dividend” | 6f Trade has helped also, it was re- | 


the organization here of Castilla | Films Council will not take any ac- 


Films de Mexico. 


| tion to endanger shorts production 


They are readying their first | “which is at last beginning to show 
pic, “The Third Kiss,” which will |some signs of healthy develop- 
star Mistral and Gloria Marin. ' ment.” 


Italian Film Biz 


of Southern Japan cities before | 


Booms, Sez Golden 


Shattering Illusion 
Auckland, N.Z., May 26. 

Majestic Theatre here, play- 
ing Warner Bros.’ 3-D “House 
of Wax” last week, apparently 
took its advertising too liter- 
ally. 

Bally for pictures stressed 
“Things Come Right at You.” 
They did. Part of the ceiling 
came down, injuring 10 per- 
sons, none seriously, however. 














Washington, June 2. 

Italian film industry is enjoying 
a boom and the limited amount of | 
TV in that country hasn’t begun to 
cut into it yet, according to a re- 
port by Nathan D. Golden, direc- 
tor of the Commerce Department’s 
film division. Last year, the 
Italian studios completed 133 pic- 
tures and had 11 others before the 
Camicras at }oar’s end. Of the 144 
pix, 11 were in color while 22) 
were co-productions with other 
countries. Italy produced 110 fea- | 
tures in 1951. 


Import permits were granted for 
383 features in 1952, of which 246 
(about 65%) came from the U. S. 
following in order were 49 French 
film, 31 British, 20 German, 9 
Russ, 7 Spanish, 7 Mexican and 14 
from other countries. The 1952 
— compared with only 342 in 

Italy’s total film gross last year 
is estimated as the equivalent of 
$125,440,000 in American currency; 
a 12% ‘increase over the previous 
year. Interesting is the fact that 
530 new commercial theatres were 
opened last year. 


Col Pacts ‘Father Brown’ 


London, May 26. 

A world-wide distribution deal 
was signed here last week by 
Columbia for the British produc- 
tion of “Father Brown,” based on 
several G, K. Chesterton yarns, 
= Alee Guinness in the title 
role. 











|counter the 
| newsreel 


Increased Pix-Making Seen Result 
Of Mex NCB's Peace Pact With Prods. 





Cuban Exec Backs Down 
On Newsreel Censorshi 


Havana, May 26. 
Minister of Interior Ramon O. | 
Hermida has quietly backed down | 
from his: plan to censor Cuban} 
newsreels. As a result, exhibition 


of both local and foreign ‘mostly | 
U. S.) newsreels was resuméd. To} 
censorship move, 
companies had 


| 





—+ Mexico City, June 2. 


Increased film production is in- 
dicated by the National Cinemato- 
graphic Board chairman Jose Lelo 
|de Larrea, as a direct result of 
Peace pact made ‘with the produc- 
|ers. NCB and pixmakers ended 
differences that had long existed 
between them, mainly over re- 
striction of coin by the trade’s own 
bank, the Banco Nacional Cinema- 
| tografico, and what amounted to 
| the board’s censoring of films. The 
| producers said this censorship was 
| arbitrary in rejecting scripts pre- 


ceased | | sented for examination because the 


filming and theatres had halted | stories or some angle didn’t appeal 
| showing of all newsreels. In place frequently to just one member of 


of the newsreels, some theatres | 
used trailers stating, “We do not} 
want censorship.” | 
Hermida’s action had aroused the 
opposition of such powerful bodies | 
as the Cuban Press Block and the | 
Federation of Radio Stations of | 
Cuba. After Hermida sat down | 
with the Press Bloc and Federation | 
of Radio Stations reps the dispute 
. was settled. The newsreels | 


| okay ed. results of this parley. 





PROD. DENIES ANY DE 
TO SELL PIX TO REDS) 


London, May 26. 

A categorical denial that he had | 
entered into negotiations with the 
Soviet authorities either here or 
elsewhere for distribution of 
“Pickwick Papers’ in Russia, was 
made last week by George Minter, 
managing director of Renown and 
co-producer of the film. A few 
days previously, Kenneth Rive, 
director of Continental Concord 
Distributors, announced prior to 
planing to Moscow that he had 
been authorized to negofiate for 30 
British pix including “Pickwick.” 

Labelling previous reports as 
“entirely unfounded,” Minter as- 
serted that he has never been ap- 
proached by the Soviet authorities 
on any, distrib deal. 





the NCB. This viewing was in ad- 
dition to that done by the regular 
censors. 

The producers in turn have 
agreed to make strictly worthwhile 
pix “so as to deliver the industry 
from its depression and save it 
ifrom possible bankruptcy. NCB 
has given the bank the nod to 
| fully finance all pictures whose 


| makers desire official coin help 


and those whose scripts the board 
and the censors okay. NCB’s 
script-viewing in the future will 


| be done by a committee of authors, 


|newsmen, film directors and “rec- 
| ognized authorities in the various 
arts.” This group will work to- 
|gether to give Mexican pictures 
a decorcus place on the film mar- 


| ket and seek to open foreign doors 


wider to them. 





Restoring Vienna Opera 


Vienna, May 26. 

Austrian Ministry of Education 
announced that with arrangements 
for a big bank loan for completion 
of reconstruction of the State 
Opera House by 1956, other govern- 
ment funds are freed for resump- 
tion of work on the Burgtheatre, 
the country’s No. 1 state-operated 
legit house. Completion date is 
the same year. The Burg Co. 
meanwhile continues to tenant the 
Ronacher, former variety house, 
but has been given its notice as of 
August. 














TESSIE O'SHEA 


Proudly Announces That She Is the Star Attraction 


at 


° 


London’s Exclusive West End Niteries 


THE COLONY AND ASTOR 





Where She Is Contributing to the Gaiety During the Festivities of the Coronation of 


HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 


a 


Sincere thanks to Harry Morris, the proprietor, for his implicit faith in me for this unique occasion. 


Teall my friends in America —hope to see you later this year. 


q 
Ee 


Personal Representation: HYMAN ZAHL — FOSTERS AGENCY, London, W.1 
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Metro Unit in Zurich 

Shooting ‘Rhapsody’ Pic 

Zurich; May 26. 

U. S. pic unit is here for location 
, work on a forthcoming Metro 
| Technicolor pic, tentatively titled 
“Rhapsody.” Some French tecieni- 
cians were in the group coming in 
from Paris. Group is headed by 
Sea! ted Scat ae 
: i ix-w , Tokyo, May 26.  ooaanie "yee Ristteubors pos ro 
sive IAPS tas eee awe werelgn films to be released in| quction manager Williem Kaplan. 
the public interest in new projec-|J4P4" during the first quarter! Shooting will be done in the 
tion methods,” he said, “but cost | (April-June) of current fiscal year | streets here, where vital parts of 
of conversion worries them.” | will total only 37 or 16 less than | the story are laid, including typical 

Swenson, whose company is ac-| the quarterly average required to | buildings such as the Conservatory 
tive in production, distribution and | meet the 210 total for the year, |9f Music, the Zurich Opera House 
exhibition, noted that United Ar-|Breakdowr of the films gives|4%d Concert Hall. 


tists’ 3-D “Bwana Devil” was in its| Metro, seven; WB and Paramount, | 
Kabuki Set F 


$-D Becoming Problem for Swedish 
Exhibitors, Wivefilm Exec Claims 


3-D, widescreen and prospects of 
television early next year are 
sources of much concern to Swe- 
dish exhibitors, according to S. A. 
G. Swenson, managing director of 
A. B. Wivefilm, who recently ar- 








Eongruns Cut Nip Quota 
For Ist Quarter to 37 








fourth week in Stockholm. How-| four each; 20th-Fox, Universal and | 
ever, he added, its Swedish sub-| Columbia, three each; RKO, two, | 
titles are difficult to read via the|and United Artists and Allied | 
necessary Polaroid glasses. | Artists, one each. One indie U. S. 


23 Nations Sending Pix to Berlin's 
Fete; Israel, Japan to Be Repped 





Regular Italian TV 
Service Set for ’54 


Rome, May 26. 

| Francesco Saverio Celenti, direc- 
| tor genera. of the Italian State 
Controlled Radio, has announced 
}that a regular TV service will be 
| initiated in Italy by next January. 
| Transmission facilities will be 
| readiness ‘throughout most of the 





inorthern area of this country and | 


|the centra! region as far south as 
Rome. 


Three program centers will be 


» 
v 
| 
} 


in | 


There is no TV in: Sweden at} 
present, Swenson pointed out, but 
stations are expected to be on the 
air by next January. The gov- 
ernment likely will operate the out- 
lets on a non-commercial policy. 


Production costs in Sweden are | 
comparatively small according to/ 
American standards, he said. In-| 
dustry’s output this year will ap- 
proximate 30 films, average cost be- 
ing about $80,000. Wivefilm will 
turn out three. Two already have | 
been completed. They are geared | 
primarily for Swedish tastes. 
While here, Swenson is negotiat- 
ing for an American director and | 
a couple Hollywood stars for an/| 
English language co-production to | 
be made 4n Stockholm under the 
Wivefilm banner. 








Making Mexico Travel 


Easier for U.S. Tourist | 
Mexico City, May 26. 


Reorganization of .the govern- 





film will be released throughDaiei 
and other foreign pix, including 
the first Venezuelan to play Japan, 
are included in the 37. 


Circuit Chief Sees 3-D 
NG in Mex Sticks Till ; 


| 


Specs Are Not Needed’ 


Mexico City, May 26. | 
Exhibition of 3-D pix must be | 
limited to this city until the non- | 
spectacle process can be provided | 
down here, according to Luis R. 
Montes, operator of a big cinema 
chain in the provinces and Chief 
Barker of Variety Club’s Tent in 
Mexico. Provincials won’t pay for 
specs, he explains. 
Bow of 3-D pix down here finds 
trade good, but not like it was at 
ihe end of the first week for'| 











Cinema. It is topped in biz by | 


| Turin, Milan and Rome. Turin ai- 


| three complete studios and a fourth 
under construction. Rome has one 


N.Y. Next Spring 


Tokyo, May 26. 
Japan’s famed Kabuki dramas 


been approved for construction of 
f include six studios. 
will be seen by New Yorkers in the | ‘ Ma Prag 7 - oy phe - ad 
spring of 1954, according to an an-|_, Radio Corp. o + perag-pes 
nouncement by Takejiro Otani, started construction of an elec- 
prexy of Shochiku Co., which man-| ‘tronics plant where TV and radio 
ages Kabuki here. Otani said dis- | €@uipment will be manufactured. 
cussions had been completed re-| 


cently in N. Y. between one of his! Austria's Lone Circus 
Japan Society director Douglas -Squawks on Competish 
From 2 German Tents 


Overton to present 45 perform- 
ances of these dramas at the Met 

Vienna, May 26. 
Austria’s only 





Opera House starting April~ 15, 
next year. 


Estimated cost ef sending the! Rebernigg’s, 


about $300,000. Otani said three | German tent shows are moving in 


parties would share the cost, his | on their homeland territory and | 
|company, the Rockefeller Founda-/thus threatening Rebernigg’s con- | 
“Bwana Devil” (UA) at the Real |tion, and interested entrepeneurs in| tinued existence. 


: : The show em- 
the U. Ss. Michael Lombardi, film | ploys 120 people and boasts a siz- 
officer with the American embassy | 


| ready has had a TV studio in op-| 
| eration since last April. Milan has | 


;}temporary studio, but a site has| 


cir- | 
troupe of 25 io the U. S. will be| cus, this week charged that two) 


Berlin, May 26. 
Twenty-three nations, as com- 
| pared with 20 last year, have an- 
; nounced their participation in the 
|forthcoming Third Berlin Interna- 


national Film Festival starting 
pee 18. For the first time, the 
young nation of Israel is repre- 


sented as is Japan. 

American entries so far include 
i“Sun Shines Bright” (Rep), “Man 
on Tightrope” (20th) and “Member 
of Wedding” (Col). John Ford with- 
\drew his “Sun Shines Bright” 
from the Cannes Fete, the festival 
committee announced, because he 
feels it has more appeal to the 
Berlin public. Charles Winninger, 
star of film, will attend. 
| England nominated its feature 
| color film of the Coronation as well 
jas “The Pickwick Papers.” Switzer- 
land has entered “They Found a 
Home Country.” German entries 
are not set but the Munich pro- 
duction, “One Calls It Love,” is 
sure to be one of them. 

This year’s fete will only run 10 
|} days as against 14 last year. Also 
this year the public is asked to 
|vote on its favorite films. Special 
awards will be presented by the 
West Berlin Senate to those films 
|which correspond most with the 
j}ideals of the free world. 

Assn. of International Film Pro- 
ducers decided to hold its meet- 
ings, originally planned for Lon- 
don, in Berlin. Problems on inter- 
national copyrights, coproductions 
j}and film festivals to be held next 
| year will be discussed at its meet- 





“World in His Arms” (U) at the) . . ~pul- 
Cine Alameda. | here, is acting as liaison between | season in a new tent, with 5,000 
clude abolition of the $3 head tax| Exhibiting “Bwana” has its head- | N. Y. and Tokyo. capacity. 

on Americans who make quick vis-| aches. Projectionists get extra pay| Kabuki is possibly the only classi-| Karli Rebernigg, son of the foun- 
its to this country, is announced by | as compensation for the so-called |cal professional in the world played| der and present boss, complained 


able menagerie. It’s housed this 


ca is dct ace eee 
land Union of West German Exhib- 


|itors will hold their sessions dur- 











Gustav6. Ortiz Hernan, new head | 
of the department. | 

Drives against profiteering and 
other forms of dishonesty that, nu- 


| 


merous complaints say, have put a| ment nixed the request to hike the | als for the next month’s shows take | too close to his playdates. 


big dent in tourism. are to be in- 
tensified. 


eenemeenaeee 


strain of manipulating 3-D appa- 
ratus. Also two special helpers are 
needed to supply spectacles. City | 
amusements supervision depart- 





price for “Bwana” and insisted that | 


|} it play at the regular 46c. 


on a daily commercial basis. The|that the German circuses, Apollo 


three Kabuki troupes here operate |and William, have been so routed | 
on a 25-day month, two shows daily, |in Austria as to drain the Reber- 


each running four hours. Rehears-/| nigg route through dates spotted 
He ac- 
up the remaining days of each/|cused the Circus Directors Guild, 


month when the house is shuttered.' which approves routes. 


| ing the fete here. 

| Film showings will be held at 
|Gloria Palast and Marmorhaus, 
| both located on Kurfuerstendamm, 
Four other cinemas, located in 
West Berlin’s outskirts, also will 
show some of the festival pix. 
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tion for three weeks, but there is a 


countrywide agitation for them to. 


stay through the summer to give 


which leoks yee Mo a2 city 
crammed with freel . 
BBC-TV's Greatest T 

Cowerage of today’s Coronation 
ef Queen Elizabeth IT was the 
greatest test for BBC-TYV, which 
assigned every available camera 
and technicicn to the job. The 
viewing zudience im Britzim 2ione 
Was expected to reach 27,000. 00— 
or more than one-half of the total 
population. Im addition, there was 
the direct tramsmission across the 
Channel for the live program 
beamed te the principal cities in 
France, Holland and Western Ger- 

ay. 

Ther are aiso responsible for the 
kinescoped version which is sched- 
uled to be on view tonight across 
the Atlantic. Before the Queen was 
crowned in the Abbey, the first 
helicopter took off with the first 
takes from the BBCTV hq at 
Alexandra Palace to London Air- 
port. where the cans were tran: 
ferred to a jet bomber which flew 
direct to Goose Bay. Labrador 
There. jets were standing by for 
the last stage of the journey to 
New York and Montreal, for nz 
tionwide hookups. 

All the cameramen. who had 
been obliged to take up their posi- 
tions last night and spend the wait- 
ing time without shelter. were on 
the job long before the procession 
began. with background shots of 
the arrivals and the crowds. but ail 
lenses were turned towards Buck- 

Palace as. right on sched- 
wle at 9-15 a m. the first car- 
riages drew out of the courtyard 
to start on the historie five-mile 
circuitous drive to Westminster Ab 
bey. Activity was intensified as Sir 
Winston and Lady Churchill head- | 
ed the entourage of Empire Prime 
Ministers, and things were really | 
humming by the time the first royal | 
giass coach left with the Princess , 
Roral ‘the Queen's aunt), quickly 
followed. in a second coach, by the 
widewed Duchess of Kent and her | 
family. Excitement reached break- | 


ing point when the third glass | 


coach drew out of the Palace with 
Slizabeth, the Queen Mother. who 
was accompanied by Princess Mar- 


garet. 
Yanks Get Credit 


Precisely at 10:26 came the star telligencer). 


of this unique $5.000,000 spectacle, 
Queen Elizabeth with her consort, 


| 


| 





| duty . 
j had Morgan Reetly_covemes f 
i ir io from t y 
the Duke of Edinburgh. in their sound radio ; 
state coach drawn by eigh* E&r¢rs. his commentary ip Ps ee 4 
The spontaneous tumultuous ova- “later im the day, and 8 Nad 
tion was without parallel; it was team which included ay, hes 
the envy of every star in the worid. sidy, Merrill Mueller, Ray _ 
4 merican performers who have Jon Farrell. George Hicks and! 
had the privilege of headlining at | Frank Bourgholtzer. 


the Palladium know how a Brit- Repping CBS for sound and 
ich audience can cheer. Multiply video were Edward R. Murrow, 
anv Palladium ovation by a2 thou-; Robert Trout. Richard C. Hotteiet, 
cand 4 cou get some idea of the Howard K. Smith, Ned Calmer, 
Sand. 2Oad you get some icoce we Howa 


=3y in which Britain greeted its David Schoenbrun, Alexander Ken- 
monarch and wished her Godspeed drick. Walter Cronkite, Douglas 
im her journey throug life Edwards and Paul Niven. The 
It’s axf interesting sidelight. but ABC contingent comprised Fred- 
a omeniaane -l; «tick B. Opper, Robert Sturdevant, 


z th mericans particular]; c d r, 580) : 
tes em oan dent here} who ed Malone, Bievins Davis, Mary 
—— alee tien ‘most patriotic citi-| Margaret McBride and Jack 
sre among the most patriotic cit 

zens and theyre not ashamed to Parker. 


let anyone know. Admittedly. the Whe's Whe of World 
Coronation fever would have come The registers of the major West 
anyway, but the Yanks, with their End hetels look like a deluxe edi- | 
reputation for bustling, hurried it | tion of Who's Who of the World, | 
along. They provided the impetus but sprinkled generously through | 
st a time when the British were each of them are the names of 
still casually taking it all in their; many of the most prominent per- | 
stride. sonalities in the show world. Like 
Since the advent of trans-Atlan- | ©veryone else, they're here to see 
, _ = travel. Londoners have be-/| 2 show which may never be re- 
~ome accustomed to an influx of| peated in their lifetime. They've 
&merican tourists, but there has| come from all branches of show 
never previously been such a con | business, and include executives 
centration from across the pond. | 22d stars as well as scores in more 
The West End of London might | 2umble positions. 
well be the 49th state. while the} There’s David O. Selziek and 
Savoy Hotel (fave rendezvops for! his wife, Jennifer Jones; Milton 
sl! Yank visitors) is almost sacred | Rackmil and Alferd E. Daff, who 
4merican territory. Ask for some-| were able to sneak a few days in 


thing there in the conventional | London before going to the Uni- | 
English accent and you're mistaken versal-International convention in 


for a foreigner. }Rome; Spyros Skouras, whose 


Long before the Coronation be-| CinemaScope activities brought | 


came the regular frontpage lead | him into town at the right time: 
story for every British news sheet, | Barron Polan, who ostensibly came 
the American press was playing it | over for Hermione Gingold’s open- 
up as the event of the year. It’s|ing at the Bagatelle last night 
a eet peer bie eats of nee wghening Beets 
a stream ront-r column- | 
ists should have come over from | revue: Maurice Chevalier. who has 
the States to record their impres- | naturally stayed over after his Cafe 
sions of the greatest show. Earl | de Paris stint; Bing Crosby. who 
Wilson, who contributed a guest came to town yesterday from Paris, 
piece recently to one of the Lon-| where he's been vacationing. And 
don dailies, has been doing his | on the talent side there's James 
column from here for the past | and Pamela Mason. currently film- 
fortnight. Irving Kupcinet came in| ing here; ditto Hildegarde Neff; 
last week with his wife but with-| Danny Thomas. headlining at the 
out hotel reservation, and managed | Palladium; Sacha Guitry, Carmen 
to walk straight into the Savoy.| Miranda. Linda Darnell, Robert 
The scribes in town include Bob Taylor, Humphrey Bogart and Lau- 
Censidine, Kilgallen, Les-| ren Bacall, Andre Kostelanetz and 
ter Markel, Louella Parsons,/ Lily Pons, Mel Ferrer, Claudette 
Charles McCabe, Cholly Knicker- | Colbert, Lex Barker and scores of 
bocker ‘Igor Cassini), Whitelaw | others. set 0 
Reid, Herb Caen ‘San Francisco uestion ? 
Sncines, Inez Robb (INS), aed} The $64 question o the a 
Page (Seattle Post Im-| trade generally and hoteliers an 
iamane 1a | restaurateurs in particular, is how 
The US radio and TV corps are long the tourists will remain in 
also represented in strength. Apart | London. Are they staying just for 
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PROUD TO BE STARRING IN LONDON 
DURING THE CORONATION SEASON 


Pigalle, Piccadiily 












|of “Guys and Dolls.” 


ba, 

Mand for 

the Coronation newsreels. The £-., 

flashes wei ‘ereened tonight |, 

i i ich | London and iy cities and. by 1, 

will iast through the season. There | morrow, a dcuble-length ree! will 

is a veritable rash of Coronation j be on countrywide release. The 

balis: Perte Mesta will be hostess | biggest hustle <f all, however will] 

at one tomorrow. There are abe in the color labs coping » ith 

series of royal drives through Lon- | the prints for the three Corona: on 

don ‘(passing the Varrery office on tinters. The Rank Organizz:ion 

Friday afternoon) and the spectac- | which has ordered 300 prints »; 
ular naval review at Spithead a Technicolor feature. “A Que: 






fortnight hence. The round of en- | Crowned,” has set the preem ; 
gagements lined up for the Queen the Odeon, Leicester Squar: 
and her Consort, and other mem-/ Friday ‘5) and for generz 
bers of the royal family, is indica- | lease the following Monda:y 
tive of the tremendous social ciated British-Pathe is also 
activity in the weeks to come. a Friday premiere and Mond 
For the Yank tourists who may! !¢@s¢ for its WarnerColor ; . 
feel homesick and like to travel | ion.” “Elizabeth is Queen” This 
3,000 miles or more to catch up °Pe™s at the Empire. Both are he. 
on the things they missed on | i™é presented on widescreens. The 
Broadway, there is enough to hold {third color film is Moviet 


ret oP E 
Brak 


e. 


| their interest. At the London Col- | *¥e-reeler. 


Many picture theatres remained 


4 


iscum, there is the ee | closed for the early part of today 
mainly recruited from the original | '® ¢nable their staff to participate 
Broadway show, headed by Vivian |i" the national celebrations. and 
Blaine, Sam Levene and Jerry |the majority of theatres so ar. 
Wayne. At Drury’ Lane, “South |"@mged their programs that they 
Pacific” is still holding the fort, | ¥¢te abie te rediffuse the Queen's 
with Julie Wilson and Wilbur Ev-|>roadcast to the nation at 9 
ans in the leads and Fredd Wayne | °cl0ck tonight. 


prominently cast. The local edition — 


of “Call Me Madam” has just 
i=; Continued from page 1 —— 








moved away from the West End, 
but is still going strong in the; 
suburbs. Another Broadway mu- 
sical is “Paint Your Wagon” at; 
Her Majesty's. Here the principal | out by RCA Victor and wil] prob- 
roles are portrayed by British art-| ably be ready next week. 





ists. Then there is the recent | 
Broadway entry, “The Seven Year | 
Itch,” with a local cast, and “Af-| 


| fairs of State.” also with British 
| performers. Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
| Fontaine are starring in a Noel 
| Coward play. “Quadrille.”” and 


} “The Young Elizabeth” is still play- | 


|} ing the Criterion after more than 
a year. 


Besides appearances by Rodzers 
and Hammerstein on various TV 
,and radio programs, various lezit 
;}mames such as preducer Leland 
Hayward, producer-director Joshua 
| Logan and others are slated to 
plug the show on the air. These 
spiels will be kinnied and waxed 
for repeat airing over loca! «t:- 


| tions around the country. 
For vaudeville fans, there is 500G Advance 
‘Danny Thomas topping the billat| “Me amd Juliet” openéd with an 
|the Palladium, with Arthur Lee | advance sale of over $500,000. Al- 
Simpkins and Nanci Crompton | though all the bills aren't yet in, 
prominently featured. | the a is figured to have 
Nitery Lineu | cost almost $300,000 to bring ii, 
In the nitery ad thies has | including about $10,000 operating 
been a natural tendency to give | PTOSt om the tryout tour. It's 
precedence to British cabaret art-| Ushly estimated that the show 
ists, but nevertheless many of the | Wil! break even at somewhere over 
club and cafe headliners come | $°5.000 gross. Theatre deal is un- 
from the States and the Continent. | S¢*stood to givé the house 3 
|The Noel Coward season began| of the gross to $20,000 and 25° . 
jlast week at the Cafe de Paris| the next $20,000, with a ceiling « 
| and will continue for three weeks | $11,000. 
|more: Tessie O'Shea has been | 99.000. 
| headlining at the Colony and Astor; . Although no one in the cast is 
|for a fortnight and has two more | ©" Percentage or gets a major sal- 
| weeks to play; Florence Desmond | 2"¥. the payrell for the operation 
| opened a month's engagement at | ‘S substantial. since the company 
| Quaglino’s and the Allegro a week | is unusually large and there is a 
;ago 0 6and, Hermione Gingold | >i backstage crew. Extremely 
|preemed at+the Bagatelle last ©Omplicated physical production 
night (Mon.). ,and elaborate lighting setup zre 
The Copacabana, which opened | factors im the operating cost. 
up last week; has the Bernard! Under the financial setup. RCA 
Bros. as its cabaret attraction, | Victor gets 40% of the profits. plus 
}while at another new late spot, the | 8% of the gross. the latter coming 
Don Juan. Josephine Baker is the | Out of the authors’ royalties. The 
star attraction. Juliana Larson, the | Tecord company does not share in 
Broadway chanteuse, has been film, foreign or stock rights, but 
given star billing at the Embassy | has the original-cast album and 
Club, while at Ciro’s, Boni Dana, exclusive TV-radio rights. Deal 
known as the “gospel train girl.” Was arranged by Manie Sacks, 
has just opened a season. RCA Victor vice-president in 
Whatever the eventual outcome , Charge of disk division. Terms are 
may be, Coronation day itself is | somewhat similar to the company’s 
attracting a record number of | deal for the financing of “Call Me 
Yank visitors, and Sir Alexander | Madam.” for which it put up the 
Maxwell, chairman of the Travei| entire $225,000 capital for 25% 
Assn., reckons that tourism this / share of the profits. 


year will net $131,600,000 of badly | 
Legit Shows Abroad 


needed dollars for the British 
LONDON 


Treasury. 
(Week ending May 23 





co 
om OD o* 


Show can gross abo: 





For the celebration galas «which 
are taking place in every hotel. 
—— and club tonight, there 
as en a total sellout even at Shoestring. 
the fancy prices being charged.| APpiecart. Haymarket (57) 
The spending spree may not last 
too long, but it will certainly be. 
on the grand scale tonight. The 
Savoy, which has a special charity | Oiet m 





gala with a $36 minimum, sold all| 2@¢ & Aeneas. Royal Exchange (5-200. 
the available 1.300 covers severai Fer worse. Ca a2-17-SD. 
days ahead of the event and there Sy ~y ~ 5, - 
is already something of a black| High Spirits. yx! rath iee 
ag ele omega In most cases, Hy Ay te ~ —- Oia Vie so. 

e junketings will go on through-| om, Wyndham’s 
out the night and the fixed charges | Leauen Loogha” adetpha (4 2 
make provision for the inclusion| b¢v® Frem Judy. Saville @25. 


of breakfast. e-: - 
| 


iceadilly GT). 
Up to the last minute, however,| Pai? Wesen. Majesty's @11) 
there was no sign of a complete | Quasree 4 > ee 


sellout for the Coronation itself} %e@heeded Blonde. Vaudeville - tg 
Seats were on offer right until nine rf 
last and police had learned that | 
the public would scramble for va-! ee oe Aideyen s 
cant places on the public stands.| Sevtm Pacie, Drury Lane 11-1-Si) 
The major surprise is the fact that | Sveée¥ Sreakfest, New Lindsey 1>- 
@ number of peers who were suc- ' 
cessful in the ballot for Abbev | 
seats have not taken up their in-| 
vitations and the places left vacant 
were, at the last moment, offered | 
to unsuccessful peers. 

While millions are making a 





SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
‘Figures denote : 

















night of it all over the country 
there will be a comparative hand-/ 
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by a phrase in the Queen's dedica- 
tion broadcast. 
German-Owned Diskeries 

But when you turn to the golden 
days of 1911, the cleffers and wax- , 
ers were really busy. Oddly enough, 
there were far more British record 
companies then than now, and it’s 
a mystery how, in view of the lim- 
ited market of those days, they 
made a go of it. even with export 
trade Many platter firms were 
German-controlled—part of a Ger- 
man cabal to get control of the 
British canned-music market by 
compelling the homeland diskers to 
sell below cost. The Germans re- 
tailed double-sized disks. largely 
pressed from defective matrices, at 
a shilling or less a throw 

In June, 1911, for His Master's 
Voice, George Grossmith. Jr., sang 
“I've Got the Time” from the Cor- 
onation Revue, “By George.” HMV 
also issued a special Coronation 
supplement, including “God Save 
the King.” sung by the favorite con- 
tralto, Dame Clara Butt, with a 
military band background. And the 
veteran tenor, Edward Lloyd 
emerged from retirement to record 
“Rejoice in the Lord” with the as- 
sistance of the Westminster Abbey 
Choir. 

Columbia-Rena really capitalized 
on the Coronation. The Band of 
H. M. Scots Guards played “God 
Save the King,” “Rule Britannia.” 
“Soldiers of the King” (which is be- 
ing revived this year), “Tommy At- 
kins” and a two-part Medley of 
Patriotic Airs. As a tribute to dis- 
tant Canada, King’s Military Band 
performed “Land of the Maple 
Leaf March” and a “Medley of 
Canadian Airs.” Stanley Kirkby, a 
popular baritohe, sang “The Old 
Hundredth,” “Praise God-~- From 
Whom All Blessings Flow” and “O 
King of Kings.” Robert Howe was 
heard from with “The Veteran's 
Song” and “Here’s a Health Unto 
His Majesty.” Bill Williams, per- 
haps the most popular comedian 
the Empire ever had, was repre- 
sented with “Where the Crowd 
Goes” and “Wake Up, John Bull,” 
the latter a plea for a protective 
tariff. Robert Howe was on hand 








Coronation Songs Galore 


Continued from page 2 





again with “Private Tommy At- 
kins.” Another band record was 
“Coronation Bells,” which is also 
now being revived. And John Arm- 
strong’s “God “Save the King” 
and “God Bless the Prince of 
Wales.” 
‘Descriptive’ Novelities 

Of special interest among these 

long-gone records are the “descrip- 
purporting to give 
an idea of what the Coronation was 
like and how its coming affected 
George's liege subjects throughout 
tne worid The Columbia-Rena 
Coronation Night in Barrack 
perhaps is as good as any. It I 
with a group of soldier “talking 
laughing and joking together. A 
song is called for. and a verse of 
‘Here’s a Health Unto His Majesty’ 
is sung. Then the band plays ‘Sol- 
iers of the King’ and afterwards 
‘The Wearin’ o’ the Green’ is given 
on the fiddle. The drink promised 
by the Colonel makes its appear- 
ance, and the sergeant proposes the 
toast. ‘Gentlemen, the King!’ after 
ich we have ‘God Save the King"’ 
and the bugle sounds ‘Lights Out’ 
as the boys bid each other good 
night and hurry off to bed.” Quite 
a raft of action for about two and 
a half-minutes playing time! On 
the other side was “The Coronation 
Procession,” described as “contage- 
ing more of the humorous element. 
The crowd is the genuine article. 
characteristic of London in every 
feature. Its good temper, its chaff, 
its cheer are all typical of the 
Cockney.” 

Edison Bell offered “The Camp 
bells Are Comin’,” _ stirringly 
tootled on the bagpipes by the 
King’s own Pipe-Major Henry For- 
syth; “Festival of Empire March,” 
“Coronation March,” “Coronation 
Bells,” ‘The King’s Birthday,”-*‘The 
March Past of the Brigade.” “The 
Boys of the Old Brigade,” “The 
Hallelujah Chorus,” “Rule Britan- 
nia” and “God Save the King.” 

Turning to the Zono-Twin list 
“In a Child’s Small Hand” sounds 
like a sob-song Charles K. Harris 
might have written, but it was a 
Coronation number, sung by a 
noted concert soprano, Madame 


ve nercialtiac ” 
ve speciaities, 


!Deering. It 


'“The English Rose,” 


“Columiia, the 


“There’s a Land, Dear Land.” 


Skipping henceforth the more com- | 
mon titles already mentionad as) 


listed by other companies, we find 


White and Blue” (not the American 
Gem of the 
Ocean”), “Ye Mariners of England” 
and “On the Day King George Is 
Crowned.” sung by one of Harry 
Lauder’s innumerable imitators, the 
Scotch cemodian, Jock Mills. Billy 
Williams also did “Let's Go Where 
the Crowds Go” for Zono-Twin. as 


well as most of the mar 


British record companies 
French and German Salutes 

Pathe although French-con- 
trolled, came through with “When 
Our Good King George Is 
Crowned The r Hail 
King George “Two Keels For 
One.” described as a “jingo song 
of the most bellicose type.” 

The German-owned Homophone 
Co. showed its sentiments via 
“Grand Coronation March.” “Cor- 
onation Bells,” “The Royal Corona- 


Islander 


tion.” “The March Past of the 
Guards,” “Here’s a Health Unto 
His Majesty,” “Wake Up. John 
Bull” (Billy Williams again). “Brit- 
ish Empire March,” “The Islander 
Marct “Coronation Day Well- 
ington March,’ “Regimental 


Marches of the Guards.” “Patriotic 
Airs.” “Coronation March and 
“Coronation Waltz.” 

Perhaps the prize novelty was a 
double-faced Zenophone record 
containing six patriotic numbers, 
any one of which the needle might 
choose to play, depending on the 
way it was set down into the 
grooves. This was called “The Won- 
derful Zonophone Puzzle Pilate.” 
This same stunt has been used 
many times since by American 
manufacturers of novelty records 
For instance, there was a “Horse 
Race” platter with the winning 
steed being determined by the 
needle landing. 





DES MOINES DIRECTOR QUITS 
Des Moines, June 2 

Verner Haldene, director of the 
Community Theatre in Des 
Moines for 12 years, has resigned. 

Haldene indicated he had “com- 
pleted a cycle” in his 12 years of 
work and desired a new field, such 
as television. 


was coupled with! 


“The Red | 





mene 
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cheering as each performer took a 
bow on the final curtain. The 
cheering. however, became most 
prolonged when Miss Webb stepped 
forward, ard the principal victim 
of the demonstration was Miss 
Blaine, whose performance had 
merited widespread, unrestrained 
nusiasm 


Of the morning er 


ing pa; cl 
on? Walter Hayes of the 
) Sketch, appeared t ! 
sympathy with the booers. He con- 
onded »?t “Guys and Dolls” was 
Just no up to tl standard other 
U.S Is have se However 


found 12 plus qualities in the 
nine being Frank Loesser’s 
songs and lyrics, three the dy- 
namic ballets and finally the full 
scene of Damon Runyon characters 
in the mission 
Four-Column Rave 

The Dsily Express review by 
John Barber was spread over four 
colunms and was unreserved in its 
He rated the play as being 
“Oklahoma” buf 


snow 


praise 
as original as 
re pungent 
The more sedate Times 
critics are shielded by vy, 
asserted the impossible had hap- 
pened. “The musical comedy that 
is a comedy with music has. at last 
appeared. Some of us would go so 
far as to say it is the best musical 
comedy we ever saw. but that is 
an expression of rapture,-not crit- 


icism.” 


anonymit 


‘Doll of A Show’ 

The Daily Herald headlined Paul 
Holt’s notice, “It’s one doll of a 
show.” and this reviewer also 
hailed it as the “biggest American 
musical to hit town since ‘Okla- 
homa’ gave us a taste for it. I think 
it is wonderful,” he added. 

Cecil Wilson, drama correspond- 
ent for the Daily Mail, expressed 
some disappointment at the treat- 
ment of the Runyon yarn, but con- 
sidered there were many compen- 
sations, particularly Miss Blaine, 
who was brassily enchanting as the 
lovesick nightclub singer. 

The veteran critic of the Daily 
Telegraph, W A. Darlington, 
averred that nothing more* exot- 
ically American had ever been 


Continued from page 2 


seen on a London stage, and he 
considered the whole production 
had been put over with tremendous 
zest by the cempany. The News 
Chronicle s Alan Dent, in a some- 
what noncommittal notice, said 
some of it was childish, but he 
rated Loesser’s lyrics as excellent 


> . y : 7 ry) 
Runyon in verse form. 


T evening paper crix also 
joined the chorus of praise. Ken- 
neth Tynar mitat ng the Runyon 
5 n t Evening Standard no- 

xrote “Personally I found 

If } hing ha ha last night 

e oi 1 than anv guy in the 
critical dodge has any right to do. 
Am am ready to up and drop on 


il 
mv kn2es before Frank Loesser 
who writes the music and_ lyrics. 
In fact, this Loesser may be the 
best light composer in the world. 
In fact. the chances are that ‘Guys 
and Dolls’ is not only a young mas 
terpiece but the ‘Beggar's Opera’ 
of Broadway” 

Stephen Williams, writing in the 
Evening News, believed that those 


put for ilarious evening would 
rejoice that there was»eso much 
sifiging ard dancing and so much 
spirit. The Star critic, A. E. Wil- 


son, was impressed by the “delec- 


table music.” but added that 
the real delight was the demure, 
unaffected charm of ‘our own Liz- 


beth Webb” 


CUEVAS BALLET TO ACT 
IN ITALO-MADE PIC 


Rome, May 26. 

Grand Ballet of Marquis de Cue 
vas, due here next week (31) for a 
three-week stay, will play an im- 
portant part in the new color pic, 
“Neapolitan Carousel,” which goes 
into production here June 1 
Dancers will also make their debut 
as actors in the film. 

Troupe has a date at the Hol- 
land Festival end of June, but will 
be back July 14 for a further twe 
weeks’ filming. Leonide Massife is 
not only doing the choreography, 
but also playing a lead role in the 
pic as guest with the company 
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Philips Records 
* 
Currently 
Emilie Littler’s 
“Love from Judy” 
SAVILLE THEATRE 


London 
*. 








MY THANKS 


: 7 he am 
Fan VP tae ee VIO 

oa eS 

« 

we la wor ee 
ee eR OE PR 
es ee need ee Pe ee ee ee 
weer 


peter Meee HOSE? On - e 


wee fee ne 


ow eto ee ee eee Ce 





LONDON CRITICS AWARD 


Presented by the 


VARIETY CLUB 


TO 





YOU... 





What happened last night te JEAN CARSON playing the 
New Orleans orphon is without porallel in recent yeors. 
lt happened once to Yvonne Printemps, to Gertrude 
lowrence, and to Mary Martin; and yesterday, os we 
saw her stretching ovt small delighted fingers, feeling 
the spry strength in her wings, finding her round sweet 
way with « note it happened to Sean Carson: w ith red 
heir folling down her neck ond her cream face smiling 
she set foot in the charmed cloisters of those whom for 
oll their foults we recognise os stars. .. . 


last night. She 





JEAN GARSON... 





American origin, 
musical comedy moy be pronounced on oall-British suc- 
cess. Certainly « hes in JEAN CARSON ao stor with oa 
Brocdway sporkle. 

. . . But the virtues are greater, especially the perform- 
once of JEAN CARSON. A china figure to look at but 
there is nothing delicate or fragile about her singing 
end acting. ft is her own success mainly. .. . 








KEN TYNAN, London Standard. 


Here she is ct lost—the first new song and dance girl 
te carry @ one-star musicol since the wer. 
than @ triumph for one girl. It cracks the Americans 
record for one women star musicals... . 


ft ic mete 


JOHN BARBER, Daily Express. 
setting, eccent ond score apart, this 


DAILY MAIL. 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 


Someone let off ao firework in London's Saville Theotre 


wes a girl called JEAN CARSON who 


made @ rocket triumph in “Love from Judy”... . 


DANY MIRZOR. 


For the second week in succession | om happy to re- 
port youth at the helm in the London Theotre. 
Claire Bloom it is Jean CARSON in “Love from Judy.” 


After 


in lavghter ond your eyes prick with 
Her tiny fragile body contains a lor 
ity. & could kindle o fire that will 


@ brovely beside . . . the grect Americon dazziers. 


DAVID MITCHELL, ‘Picture Post’. 


A new stor has emerged in the London Theatre with 


success. ..«- 


GLASGOW EVENING NEWS 


Direction 
FOSTER’S 
PICCADILLY HOUSE 
Piccadilly Circus 
London 
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RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 
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_ RADIO STATIONS BEGINNING TO COOL OFF | 








The next 12 months is expected | 


te witmess more and more radio 
stations around the country cool- 
ing off their transmitters and cur- 


tailing their operating hours. Al- 
ready there are significant signs 


of stations. particularly im markets 
where the TV imroads on AM busi- 
ness are especially pronounced 
tailoring their hours-on-ihe-air pai- 
term to ft the “new AM econom 
to a more realistic 
operendi with which they can live 

Straw in the wind is the decision 
of WMCA, the Nathan 
owned New York indie, of sign of 
at midnight during the summer pe- 
riod that Barry Gray takes 2 hizius 
from his 12 to 2 am. gad sesss0n 
A year ago any such curtailment 
even for a six-week period. would 
have been farthest from its minc 
with the station at that time enjo;- 


ing some of iis most jul) 


u 


effect 


pow se 


Streus- 


- 
ae 


cponser- 


ship merse:s J ibe a2iter-m 
segments. However, this year there 
will be he “summer replacement 


Station. like many another throut>- 
out the country. figures & wil 
money, herwist 


save 
enginecring and ot! 
by signing off. 


Im all areas of the couniry there 
has been increasing evidence of 
stations knocking off earlier and 
warming up the transmitters later 
in the day. As more and more 


UHF stations take to the 2ir anc 
begin to move in on the AN boys 
billings. it’s anticipated that the 
radio outlets will gear tc new 
order and drastically their 
breadcasting schedules maich 
income. 

In the early days of AM i was 
not unusual for radio sialzons 10 
stagger their operation. going off 
for hours 2i 2 stretch during spon- 
sor lag periods and resuming pro- 
gramming at peak client hours, so 
long as they kept within the re- 
quirements of FCC regulations. 
This, some anticipate. may be 


the 
iez 
10 


ai 


th 


) ae 


order of the day-afier-tomorrow. 


CBS Radio Snares 
2 NBC Cig Shows 


CBS Radio has wooed two cig2- 
ret clients away from NBC. 





CBS Was There 


With Rodgers & Hamme 


a J-- - nS 
stein’s “Me and Juliet prac 
aaron pte 
cally am RCA-NBC pack2é 
o> « + ks pra ¥ “ 
era » dad may ee 
heavily tecking 1 road 
show. CBS Ratho pulled 2 t 
ep ahagghe teee 
one last Sumdzy ‘3! giving 
the five top wlie unes a 
dig premier 
Tumes hic igmec 1% $ 
4 Sunda Ad 5 
iia 














Powers Exits DES 
In Show Biz Ye 


aries Proowe+»rs execuuve pt 
ducer z Dancer-Fitrgeraild- 
Sampie < week ned the pa- 
rade of agemey toppers leaving 


the Madisen Ave. interiors for the 
more fertile fields of independent 
network production. Powers, 
ho plans to develop new pack- 
2ges im collaboration with estab- 
lished packaging outfits, leaves the 
agency July 1. 

Reasons for the resignation are 
essentially the same that prompted 
Adrian Semish to resign as DFS 
radio-TV chief a couple of months 


ome 


ei 


MITTERS; GEAR TO ‘NEW ECONOMY” 


Jessel Sticking To 
Banquet Table Format; 
Donald Gets Panel Nod 


ABC-TV bt 
‘izinal idea of showcasing George 
in a panel show and has ce- 
to retain him in a half-hour 
banquet table format to 
the one ke used on NBC-TV's “All 
Star Revue.” Network signed Peter 
Donald te emcee the panel si 


as abandoned its 
esse]! 


snitiar 
SiMlial 


a fall ride: 

Jessel shew, which is currently 
being blocked out, will use guest 
artists and will feature Jessel in 
his toastraaster role. Network ex- 


pects to have a kinnie cut on the 
show soon and will start peddiineg 
it. Meanwhile, Jessel’s first of- 


ficial act for the network will be to 
stage and host the special show 
for the Proprietary Assn. next 
Tuesday (9) at White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va. ABC-TV 

ing the show, and Bob Lewine. the 
web’s eastern program director 
will produce. Ward Byron, of Len- 
nen & Newell, will direct. 


MBS $4,500,000 


tc chec. 
> Mes 





ago and exploded the Walter Craig | 


bombshell at Benton & Bowles | 


 Ayem Bonanza 


couple of weeks back. Powers 
feels the potential for producing 
and direciing within the agency 
field is limited. 

As his first packaging project, 
Powers has acquired rights to 
Dave Breger’s King Features syn- 
dicated cartoon, “Mr. Breger.” and 
will produce a tele series based on 
the strip, with the William Morris 
office handling. 

While «t DFS. Powers produced 
“Date With Judy” on tele and “Ma 
Perkins” and “Right 


to Happi- 


Following closely on the. heels 
of a strore spurt in summer busi- 
ness couple of weeks ago. Mutual 
this week wrapped up new busi- 
ness and rerewals for fits morning 
programming block to the tune of 
a gross of $4.500.000. 

New sponsor Holland Fur- 
nace Co.. of Holiand Mich... which 


c 


is 


ness” on AM, in addition to super- Signed to sponsor the new Harry 


vising- other programs. 


He was 


Wismer starrer, “Wonderful City.” 


with the agency for a year. prior which bowed couple of weeks ago 


to-which he freelanced as a 
ducer~<director following a 
year stint at ABC. Agency has set 
ne replacement. 





First is R. J. Reynolds, for Cam-, 


els. which is shifting its “Walk 
a Mile” show ‘now on NBC 
Wednesdays at 8 pm) to CBS 


Mondays at 10 p.m.. beginning July 


6. Latter time is that vacated by | 


t Camel-cancelled Bob Hawk 
Show. “Mile” is in the spot as a 
summer deal, with Vaughn Monroe 
scheduled for that slot in the fail, 
but the CBS AM net is hoping to 
work out a deal to retain the sum- 
mer show in anew fall time. 
Second show shifting from NBC 
to CBS Radio is the audio tape of 
Herb Shriner's “Two For the 
Money.” backed by P. Lorillard for 
Old Golds. This was an expected 
move. since the tele original is 
switching to CBS-TV on Aug. 15. 


‘Shows.” doing liaison 


McGarrett Exits ‘Shows’ 


For Barry Creative Group 


pro-?in the 10:35-11 a.mi. cross-the-board 
five- 


slot. Holland will pick up the last 
15 minutes daily. 

Renewals came from Sierling 
. Drug, which again will pick up the 
'tab for “Ladies’ Date,” on a cross- 
ithe-board basis from  11-11:25. 
|following a 13-week summer hi- 
'atus, and from Old Gold, which 


will stay with “Queen for a Day" | : ay 
George McGarrett, production through the summer and into the | charges~with the National Labor 
‘coordinator for “Your Show of fall’ Sterling sponsors “Date” in 
between the its entirety, while Old Gold picks 


Max Liebman office and NBC-TV, is up the last 15-minutes of “Queen” 


ankling the program at the end of | cross-the-board. 


- 


“Queen ” 


this season. He's joining program dentally, airs» immediately after ' 
_veep Charlies C. (Bud) Barry's cre-| “Date.” giving the net a sellout in | “conspiracy to coerce” video script- 


ative producer group, 


this summer. 


is taking over the “Shows” job. 


and has the 10:35 to noon block. 
\three packages in the works with | 
plans to make kimescopes of them newed its Sunday afternoon “Lan- | re 


Additionally..J. R. Wood Co. re- 
'ny “Ross Sings,” which will go off 


Hal Janis, McGarreit’s assistant, for the summer but return in the (charges were 


ifali, starting Sept. 27. 














But new wrinkle is that CBS Radio | 


begins Shriner only on t. 3, in 
the Saturday 9 to 9:30 p.m. time. 
and until then the show will be 
CBS tele and NBC radio, wit: CBS 
Radio taping the tele show for the 
opposition as a client service. 

It's understood that the Lorillard 
firm is staying on NBC radio with 
Shriner until the end of September 
to cash in on a discount. 


WDAF (AM&TV) STILL 





~ OFF AIR IN STRIKE 


WDAF 


Kansas City, June 2. 
end WDAF-TV. 


to remain off the air well 


Space Boys Go to War 


A hot war in the realm of space rover boys and Martian rockets 


sD0W, | 


“The Last Word.” which will get 


outlets | 
of the Kansas City Star, continue | 
into | 


; 
; 


i 


' 
j 
' 
‘ 
; 
; 
; 
' 


their second week as no settlement | 
appeared in the strike of the K. C. | 
local of the American Federation | 


. of Télevision and Radio Artists. 
Strike of 26 persons at the two 


stations ‘housed in same building) | 
began May 22 over salary negotia- | 


.tiens which had been fn progress 
»since former contract ended 
“March 1. 

Federal mediator Ernest Meyers 
continued his efforts to bring rep- 


parley; during the week failed to 
produce 4P7 goad af agreement. 





was touched off this week, but happily. since it was just a legal 
battle claiming piracy of TV show gimmicks, hot a soul has - 
been wounded yet by a blastoff gun. 

The skirmish was initiated by Rockhill Productions, packager of 
“Tom Corbett, Space Cadet,” which will be sponsored by Interna- 
tional Shoe Co. on DuMont this August Saturdays 11:30 a.m. The 
packager's attorney, Charles Seton, has filed formal claim with the 
legal department of CBS-TV. charging that the web's Saturday 
11:30 a.m. science fictioner, “Rod Brown of the Recket Rangers,” 
is a “violation of legal rights.” 

Among other things, Stanley Wolf, prexy of Rockhill, claims 
these “points of similarity’ have been pirated by “Rod 
Brown”: 

: “4 The Rocket Rangers, like the Space Cadets, operate in units 
° ree. ; 

(2) The senior member of the Rangers’ triumvirate, as in the 
three-man Space Cadet patrol, is a “hard, snide, sarcastic and 
overbearing character.” 

(3) The “blastoff” and rocket landing procedure and terminology 
of the Rangers duplicate that of the Cadets. 

(4) The Rangers’ interplanetary force, to which the CBS-TV 
space gover. bovs graduate, is similar to the modus operandi of the 
Space Cadets’ “solor guards.” 

(5) Finally, the Rangers allegedly have borrowed such Cadet 
gimmicks as the “electronic blanking device,” “free fal? in space,” 
i space ship walkon” and “making repairs to the hull of a ship 

Space.” 

CBS legalites, now mulling the legal charges, point out that 
“Tom Corbett” actually originated on CBS before it shifted to 
ABC over a year age, and to the ironic fact that the director of 
“Rod Brown” was also the original director of “Tom Corbett.” 


2s the man in the middie, as 


vision-Coronation Day.” 


flew to Boston and had a talk 


With the proclamation out, Ei 


Mayor Dunked in Boston TV Party 


The Dave Jacobson ‘CBS)-Syd Eiges ‘NBC) imbroglio hi: , 
| stepped-up tempe this week, with Mayor John B. Hynes of Bos: 


he got caught between the 


r 


pre- 


Coronation grinding stones of the networks’ publicity departmer:<: 
Last Thursday (28), when approached by the fast-talking Crs. 
TV boys, the mayor proclaimed Tuesday, June 2, as “CBS Tele. 


ges. NBC press veep, immediz‘e), 
with Mayor Hynes, in which +; 


pointed out. among other things, that NBC affiliate WBZ was th< 
first station to bring TV to the Hub. 


Result was 
CBS-TV kudosalso to NBC-TV. 


another proclamation~ last 


7) 


Monday extendine 
ayor admitting 


lea 


late that two networks were involved in the Coronation excite: 
at Logan Airport 
Mayor is reported considerably miffed at being caught on 


side of an argument, not ordin 

Switch in the mayor's orders 
grams between Jacobson, 
Eiges 

Jacobson wired 
I hear vou are the master of 
show me that the mayor's proc 
printed. Don't think you can 
follow us. Regards to you and 


CBS-TV 


“Congratulations on your righteous indigna‘ 


arily a politician’s mistake 
inspired a needling brace of : 
public relations chief 


intimidation. My press clippinc:< 


lamation has already been wide): 


catch up. but do keep trving to 
the man from Carl Byoir.” 


Eiges answered: “Don't lose your sense of humor yet. The re:! 


fun won't start until the recogn 


broadcasting in compatible electronic color. 


ized leader in the industry bezin< 
Whatever happened 


to the 1.000 line French color which so captivated your enginecer< 


some years back, the two color transmitter you ordered for t} 


Chrysier Building and the New 
receiver for $1.65? Regards to 





+ 
Jersey boy who made a color TV 
Mike Foster.” 








WGAR DROPS FIGHT 


FOR CLEVE. CHANNEL 


, Cleveland, June 2 
WGAR this week withdrew its 
application for UHF Channel 65 


here, leaving WERE as the sole 
|applicant for the uncontested out- 
let. 
| dent, said station was withdrawing 
from the contest because of the 
long delavse involved in getting an 
FCC decision. He said that by 
leaving the channel uncontested, 
it ts possible that Cleveland may 
receive additional television “serv- 
ice several years in advance” of 
the time such service would be 
available were hearings required. 
_ Cleveland is currently serviced 
by WNBK, Channel 4: WEWS i5 
and WXEL ‘9). Channel 19 is cur- 
rently being contested by WHK 
and WJW. Patt added that the sta- 
tion was studying “other oppor- 
tunities to enter television involy- 
ing less delay and uncertainty.” 


Claim Coercion In 
| AirFeatures Rap 


| Television Writers of America. 
i« ° 
|independent scripters’ union, filed 





j Relations Board in New York this 
week accusing the Authors League 


inci-| Of America and the CBS radio-TV splurge by General Motors 


| Package firm, Air Features, Inc.. of 


| ers into belonging to ALA. 
| Evelyn Burkey, assistant exec sec- 
tary of ALA in charge of TV con- 


tracts, replied irately that the 
a “election propagan- 
da” and their validity “so much 


mythical moonshine.” 

J. S. Becker, prez of Air Fea- 
j tures, said: “This is the first I've 
| heard of this. It's news to me.” 

Joan La Cour. exec secretary of 
| TWA, who signed the accusations, 
charges that ALA contracts signed 
by Air Features and 25 other “live” 
packagers “makes it mandatory 
that all writers employed by these 
producing companies become mem.- 
bers of the ALA.” She maintains 
the collective labor agreements 
were “without the knowledge and 
consent of the TV writers affected 
and without a proper legal desig- 
nation of the ALA as the bargain- 
ing representative by a majority of 
these TV writers.” ; 

She further alleges that Air Fea- 
tures gave “aid and support” to 
the ALA and “enlisted other em- 
ployers likewise. 


Pearl & Hall’s ‘Baron’ 
As M&L Replacemen 


| “The Baron and the Bee.” 2 
| Spelling-bee quiz with Jack Pear) 





mer replacement fer Martin & 
Lewis in the NBC radio Tuesday at 
|9 p.m. spot. 

“Baron” is sponsorless thus far. 
| Liggett & Myers, backer of Mar- 
jtin & Lewis, is taking a hiatus, 





John F. Pratt, WGAR presi-; 


jand Cliff Hall, will be the sum-* 


Rash of Radio-TV 
Automotive Deals: 
Thomas To Kaiser 


Rash of automotive buying of 
radio-tele advertising has deve!.- 
oped into more serious symptom: 
It's now apparent that the motor 
companies, until recently never 


2 
major factor in broadcasting. are 
‘eaping into the sound and sight 


media with all four wheels. 
Latest of developments uis th. 
snapping up of the Lowell Thom::< 
newscasts by Kaiser Motors, begin- 
ning June 29. in the same CBS 
Radio time of 6:45 p. m., five days 
a week. Deal, through the William 
H. Weintraub Agency. is for a fu 
network and a 52-week termer 
This is a major coup for the net 
which took on the selling of Them- 
_ as after Procter & Gamble had an- 
| mounced dropping of the show after 
the June 26 broadcast. P & G had 
wanted to cut back to a limit t 
work, but CBS refused. As it 
now. Thomas will continue spon- 
sored and untrimmed without a sus- 
taining period. 
Interesting angle is that Kaiser 
|is starting immediately and run- 
ning through the summer, tradi- 
| tiogal hiatus time for broadcasting. 
But the automobile firms. rushing 
,inte the -media, are reversing iradi- 
dition. Besides the Coronation 
ion 
|NBC? and Willys (on CBS), latter 
firm is starting the Ben Hecht dra- 
matic series June 25 on CBS-TV 
| ‘alternate Thursdays, replacing 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, at 8:30 p. m}. 
Chrysler is beginning its “Meda!- 
lion Theatre” on CBS-TV in July, 
with Henry Fonda starred in the 
first property. These two dramatic 
series are bigtinte entriés to tele, 
which seldom kick of during the 
summertime. 
Other trend-bucking evidence 
establishing a new trend for car 
companies) might «include ithe 
Plymouth sposorship through the 
summer of the ABC-TV Playhouse 
series and the gala two-hour two 


Continued on page 36) 


i 


. 





4G Minimum For 

IV's Main Bout 

As another indication of rising 
TV costs, the International Boxing 
Guild. fight managers’ organization, 
got N. Y. promoters to raise the 
;minimum purse for main bout 
| fighters on network telecasts to 
$4,000. effective Sept. 15. The man- 
_agerial group also got slight in- 
creases for preliminary fighters, 
effective immediately. Rate applies 
to all telecasts seen 65 miles or 
more beyond the arena. 


Increase is a substantial one: 
/highest previous payment was on 


Gillette's Friday night series on 
NBC-TV, where the minimum 


i purse was $3,600. 
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-NBC’S ‘SARNOFF WAS THERE?’ 


AFFILIATE PEACE ‘Howdy Doody's’$5,00,000 SRO Kid 
COAAKS NEW FAN Bonanza for NBC- TV After 5 Years 





The Chimpanzee & The Queen 


In its effort to provide supplementary color and excitement of 
its own in bringing American viewers the early- -morning wrapup 
of the Coronation, Dave Garroway incurred Lal “unofficial” wrath 
of the BBC in this country by integrating a chimpanzee “interview” 
into the festive coverage on the “Today” "TV show. 

A top BBC spokesman in N. Y., who had monitored the NBC- 
CBS coverage, was reluctant to discuss the incident, begging off 
from expressing his feeling, but NBC staffers assigned to “Today” 
say they were shocked when the BBC phoned after the incident 
There were indications that an official squawk would be registered 
with the home office in London. 

BBC feels that the network went completely off base in main- 
taining the proper dignity in the Garroway-chimpanzee sequence. 
While both NBC-TV and CBS-TV were alerted to the occasion, 
and sought to extract maximum use of the wirephoto stills with 
supplementary commentary during the early-morning wrapup, fact 
remains that, lacking a more potent visual display, TV was out- 
classed by the exacting radio coverage. 


ee 














a 


j 
indication that CBS-TV ; 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Only in the past few days has the 


| full impact of last week's NBC- 
| affiliate Princeton “encounter” left 
j its mark on the industry, and par- 
ticularly that segment of it having 


a stake in the proceedings. From 


ithe affiliate membership ‘almost to 


a man) and from the NBC top 
brass have been coming the after- 
|}math expressions, bordering some- 


ithing on awe, extolling the brand 


of leadership manifest by Gen. 
David Sarnoff who, as the No. 1 
man in active command of the net- 
work, not only fully arrested any 


resistance or threatened revolt, but | 
|actually inspired a new respect for | 
ithe web’s commander-in-chief and | 

i 


his agenda for the future. 


Behind the climactic resolution | 


unanimously adopted by the NBC 


‘5! 


(affiliates reaffirming complete con- 


i fidence in the network and endors- 
jing its future program is the story 
'of how the NBC-RCA board chair- 





Render Unto Caesar 


NBC-RCA board chairman 
David Sarnoff took a swipe 
last week at talent and their 
agents demanding exorbitant 
fees, alluding specifically to 
the $25,000 weekly asking 
price of Sid Caesar, star of 
the Saturday night “Show of 
Shows,” (though not mention- 
ing him by name’. He de- 
plored the fact that the net- 
works were caught in a vise 
which left them with no al- 
ternative but to fall in with 
the overboard demand. 

“It's a sad state of affairs 
for the broadcasting indus- 
try.” Sarnoff averred. “when 
a couple of talent deals can 
represent the difference in 
profit in network leadership.” 











| man parlayed the critical Princeton 
| meet into a one-man show and prac- 
tically left them cheering. If some 
of the affiliates who mioved in to 
iN. Y. for the three-day convention 
came prepared for a showdown on 
future allegiance and were out- 
| spoken in questioning the qualifica-. 
‘tion of the RCA chieftain to per- 
sonally take command of a net-, 
| work, by the time Sarnoff had his 
say the last vestiges of doubt had 
been removed. What had begun! 
as one of the most crucial and vital | 
NBC-affiliate sessions, practically 
everyone agreed, was translated 
into a resounding victory for Sar- 
/noff and the network. 


Lays It On the Line 








Hawk Nixes Camel Cut 


Behind the dropping of the Bob 
Hawk Show on CBS Radio by R. J 
Reynolds was the fact that Hawk 
was being paid $7,000 a week for 
his services and the format, ex- 
clusive of prizes, music and every- 
thing else. 

William Esty agency asked Hawk 
to take a cut, but he refused and 
the option was dropped. Parting 
after 12 years, was amicable. 


Norton Exits Chi 
In Post-Merger 
ABC-UPT Clash 


First case of clash of personaili- 
ties and functions between execs of 





the old ABC and the newcomers ! 


from United Paramount Theatres 
came to a head this week when 
Johz: H. Norton, Jr., for the past 
five years v.p. in charge of ABC's 
Central Division, resigned. 

Norton told Variety yesterday 
Tues.) that resignation was due 
to the “embarrassing and unten- 
able” situation existing in Chicago 
where he was v.p. in charge of 
WENR, ABC’s o-ando AMer. and 
radio and TV in outlying areas. 
while John Mitchell, who moved 
over from UPT, was v.p. in charge 
of WBKB, the network's Chi TV 
station. 

Following Norton's resignation 
ABC is shuffling its exec posts 
with Mitchell moving into N.Y. as 
v.p. in charge of WABC-TV. Ster- 
ling C. (Red! Quinlan, Mitchell's 
assistant at WBKB. takes over as 
general manager of WBKB and 
WENR. James L. Stirton becomes 
director of the TV network in Chi- 
cago, while Don Roberts takes 
takes charge of the AM net in Chi. 
Both Stirton and Roberts will re- 
port directly to TV veep Alexander 
Stronach and AM veep Charles 
Ayres in N.Y. Moves are designed 
to consolidate production facilities 


in Chieago. while Mitchell's pres-| 


ence in N_Y. will lend greater em- 
phasis to the WABC-TV operation. 

Norton had been with ABC since 
its inception, having joined NBC 
in 1931, moving up to station rela- 
‘tions manager of the Blue Network 
in 1942, becoming station relations 


v.p. of ABC in 1946 and moving, 


GEN. FOODS PACTS 


‘aban & Katz (a UPT subsid) tele’ 


into his Chi post in 1948. Mit- 
|chell, who had headed up the Bal- 


|Manager temporarily. 


Vith the sale last week of a 


dana r-hcur segment of NBC-TV's 
“Howdy Doody” to Blue Bonnet 
Margarine, the vet moppet show 
is going into its sixth year dang- 


ling the SRO banner on cross-the- 
board sponsorship. As such it rep- 
resents one of the alltime success 
stories in video, certainly undupli- 
cated in the realm of kid program- 
ming, and accounting fér $5,000,000 
a year in billings. 

The on- -the- air billings windfall 
is entirely exclusive of ‘the supple- 


mentary 1erchandising bonanza 
accruing to the Wall St.-backed 
Kagran Corp., of which ““Howdy’s” 
original packager-creator, Martin 
Stone, is prexy. ‘Lehman Bros. 


paid him $1,000,000 for it sev- 
eral years back. 

The 5:30 to 6 p.m. Monday- 
through-Friday kidstrip is present- 
ly backed by Standard Brands ‘on 
behalf of both Blue Bonnet Mar- 
gerine and Royal Pudding), Kel- 
logg, Colgute. Continental Baking 
and Luden’s. Even after five years, 
it pulls down ratings between the 
23 and 28 mark, registering a cost- 
per-thousand payoff to the $1,500- 
eR the ery clients that’s not only 
the envy of daytime TV sponsors, 
but ioteles in spades most of the 
after-dark entries. 

In the pest year “Howdy” has 
become an intra-hemispheric 
showcase with Latin versions of 
the program currently sponsored 
in Mexico ‘with Mex-created pup- 
pets! and in Havana. 


Mowrey Quits ABC 
In Tiff on Policy 


Paul Mowrey resigned as general 
manager of WABC-TV, Gotham 
flagship of the ABC tele web on 
Monday (1). following differences 
with network toppers on matters of 
policy. Resignation came sudden- 
ly, and Mowrey said he’s currently 
at liberty. But Materne, manager 
of spot sales for the ABC-TV o-and- 
o's, took over the post of general 
Resignation 
was effective immediately. 

Mowrey joined ABC-TV in 1944, 
occupying various posts, including 
national director of TV operations. 
He was upped from station man- 
ager of WABC-TV to general mam 
ager just a few weeks ago. Prior 
to joining ABC-TV, he was with 
CBS as sales manager of the web. 
He was with CBS for six years. 








and on the whole. the Columbia treatment (which utilized through- 
progressed, NBC caught up and acquitted itself well save for the 
commercialism, the break-in on the WNBT, N. Y., plugs during 
Permanent will be advertised on 
Radio “Edgar Bergen & Charlie Lynn, will get a sponsored show- | 
home permanents like Toni's 10 spot, cancelled to air President 
instead accent the commercial po- Beacon Wax has bought the TV 
By so doing, Hudnut brought to | received. Show is now unspon- | 
more than 50 manufacturers of | 
home hair kits, who this year are 
spending over $25,000,000 to pro- ove | 
held by agency account evecutives | 
neath competitors’ claims don't, 
squandering advertising by snip-) CBS-TV has finally thrown in| 
definitely use its commercials to ysijton Berle and DuMont’s Bishop | 
several months ago when Hudnut | breadbasket of its own 0.&0. sta- 
crying won't help!”, A woman was 


out the Howard Marshall-John Snagg commentary as official BBC 

chimpanzee bit. 

the le Coronation coverage left a sour note. Rose. 

Kenyon & Eckhardt revealed¢ 

‘ ’ 9 TV S 

a national TV spot schedule in pS $ nSOr 
McCarthy Show.” However, in-| casing tonight (Wed.) in the first | 
Prom, as its ad campaign has Eisenhower's speech (9:30 to 10 
sitive by ballyhooing its “revolu- “Jeep” one shot, with plans to back | 
an end the fierce Donnybrook | Sored on NBC radio. 
mote their products on radio and | 
that advertising pitches devoted to} In Where CBS-] ' | 
pay off in sales. 
ing at rivals,” a K&E exec said. the sponge in its fight to buck the | 
promote the virtues of its own Fulton J. Sheen on Tuesday | 
launched a national ad campaign tions. 
depicted dabbing a hanky at ai 


jhad lost heart was when the web’ The General didn’t mince words; 
passed up the chance to build an he named names and networks in 


station in Chi, moved over to ABC 
in February, following the merger, ' 


‘BEULAH’ FALL SERIES 


General Foods has bought the 


CBS-TV seemed to have the best of it in the early morning 
5:30 to 6 period by taking advantage of some “rehearsal” footage, 
men on the scene), was in a more dighified vein, with the wire- 
photos given some dramatic continuity. However, as the morning 

In the face of General Motors’ willingness to forego any blatant 

this week that the Hudaut Heme 
over 50 markets and via the CBS-__ “My Son Jeep,” starring Jeffrey | 
dead of lambasting non-neutralizer | half-hour of the Kraft Theatre 9 to | 
done in past months, Hudnut will P- ™.’. 
tiomary beauty rimse neutralizer.”|a regular series if show is well 
that has been raging among the 
TV. It also confirmed the notion! 
pulling out the rug from under-}| 

“I reserve my own private F ears To Tread 
opinion about the wisdom of our) 
“But from now on, Hudnut will double combination of NBC-TV's | 
Product.” inights, but not before it had_ 

The imbroglio was touched off landed a financial blow in the’ 
highlighting the strident mes-/ First 
sage: “You'll feel like crying, but! 
tearful eye, her permanent friz- 

(Continued on page 36) 








_Berle and the Bishop were on 
jhiatus this summer, and sched- 
‘ | period. 
Now it’s certain—jin one of the 
ay | trade’s strangest deals of shifting 
| money from one pocket to anofher 
—that the web will turn the 8 to 
To Think it Over’. lene _ least a year (for 8:30 to 9. 
BS-TV is network program | 
It looks now like NBC may wind | [eS ‘a strong entry” | 
affiliate—WTAR in Norfolk—in the’ Beginning Aug. 18, WCBS-TV, 
wake of its hands-down victory at N. Y.. the wéb’s flagship, will ‘pro-- 
last week’s Princeton affiliate | gram locally the Tuesday 8 to 8:30 
4 1 ee conceded that the Andy” films. Series (39 oldies and 
i ay-managed WHAM-TV in ) i 
Rochester, N. Y., would join WTAR | meanness es geen Ot 
uation as result of the Sarnoff pro- 
— and wants a few weeks to) ON MEET THE PRESS’. 
“thi it over.” 

Revere Copper & Brass, which | 
eventual WHAM switchover to Co- | has sponsored “Meet the Press” on | 
radio affiliate in. Rochester, have 1950, is cutting back to alternate- 
initiated talks for a transfer in af-| week NBC-TV sponsorship in the | 
filiation, since a WHAM switch in /fali. Cost of the program, an es:i- 


juled films for the 8 to 9 p.m. 
8:80 p.m. time over to local hands 
up with the loss of only one TV | 2¢Xt season). 
meet. Until the Princeton confab,' pm. time with the “Amos ‘n’} 
in the exodus A CBS, but Fay is 
ising ssa aateebecgst ue REVERE IN CUTBACK | 
Meanwhile, in anticipation of it 
lumbia, NBC and WHEC. the CBS | 2 weekly basis since the fall of 
allegiance would involve both AM mated $1.200,000 a year, reportedly 


audience in the time spot while their proper order, projecting NBC and was immediately named a veep. 


as the “hero” from way back in en- Presence of overlapping authority 
visioning the long-range scheme of and functions caused the difficult 
things from the initial radio tubes situation which led Norton to re- 
to the color TV horizons. It was sign. Norton said he had plans 


/NBC and RCA with their combined in the works for a new post, but 


foresight, he pointed out, that, 


‘made the affiliates rich, with un- 


told riches still te come. It was) 


CBS," not NBC, he added,« that | 


turned back its applications for 
i television stations, only to find it 
‘necessary to spend millions later 


(Continued on page 36) 





‘Kukla’ Goes Longhair 


The Boston Pops orchestra, 
conducted by Arthur Fierler, 
will assist “Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie in presenting in origi- 
nal opera, “St. George and the 
Dragon,” on their NBC-TV 
show next Sunday (7). 

Music for the opera, in which 
Ollie trys to tell what really 
happened in the famous 
legend, was written by Jack 
Fascinato, who also collab- 
orated on the lyrics with Burr 
Tillstrom. 

Special program, offered at 


| wouldn't disclose them. 


‘KUKLA’ AS MATE TO 
‘SON OF OMNIBUS’ 


Although no sponsor deal is 
firmed yet, NBC-TV is negotiating 
|with several advertisers to back 

“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” in the fall. 

Show definitely is coming meee | 
and the net figures it’s now a 
property since it wili be oe 
back-to-back Sundays with the Ford | 
Foundation kiddie Omnibus (at | 
'3:30 p m.), program now known | 
jin the trade as “Son of Omnibus.” 


Jergens to NBC-TV, 
Borge Deal Looks Set ‘= 


The Andrew Jergens Co. has| 








“Blind Date,” 
bought the Monday night time of | 


“Beulah” show on CBS Radio for 
three nights of five_at 7:15 to 7:30 
pm., beginning in the fail. Show 
is currently sustaining at “7 p.m., 
time that will be occupied June 8 
by the new Mercedes McCambridge 
night soap opera, sponsored by 
Manhattan Soap and Toni. 

Sale of the 7 to 7:30 p.m. strip 


time is a comeback for the web, 


which had the half-hour sustaining 


‘most of the season after P&G can- 


celled its backing of Beulah and 
Jack Smith last December. 

The fall “Beulah” series will be 
the best rebroadcasts of the series 
by the late Hattis McDaniel. 


TV ‘Big Moment’ Gets 
Fast Hazel Bishop Heave 


Toni and Hazel Bishop this week 
executed a quick axing job on 
“Your Big Moment,” the Melvyn 
Douglas starrer on DuMont Tues- 





ing nights, yanking it and putting 


its place a new version of 
with Jan Murray as 
emcee. 

“Moment” was scheduled to air 


and TV. 
R in the interim has “alerted” 
ts affiliates to a “surprise maneu- 
en involving @ UHF acquisition to 
counter the Norfolk secession. 


|is too fich for Revere’s exchequer. 

Web, which carries a tape ver- 
| sion unsponsored on radio, now has | 
another sponsor te seek for the i 
show. 





the usual time of 4 to 4:30 
Pp-m.. will originate in Sym- 
phony Hall, Beston. Star of 
the show, naturally, will be 
Oliver. J. Dragon.. 


phenle ng S on NBC-TV, now | ‘last night for the last time, one 
ery A ak nar aetataiag, | off after three performances. W 
beginnin ear} August. | & Geller, for Toni, and Dapenend 

It’s a deal, with Victor | Spector, the Hazel Bishop agency, 
Borge reportedly set to do a pro-| made the change, but gave no rea 
| gram for Jergens. iso 
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If the heat generated by the | 


intense NBC and CBS rivalry to 


—. | 
mosi- 


get thar “fusiest with the 
est” in the tele coverage of Queen 
Elizabeth's Coronation someumes 


reached alarming or boiling pre 
portions, there should have been 
less comcern over the fantastic an- 
tics of the sizzling competiiors 
than gcnere! jey that the two net- 
works are alive, kicking and cook- 
ing. 

What's behind the wildest 
whoop-de-do is that old lifeblood of 
American business, the competr 
tive spirit. 

Although, the rivalry that re 
fuses one network to let the otner 
remain tordog im billimgs. ratings 
prestige. oF publicity sometimes 
reaches the general-public amnoy- 
ance stage—as when ome ie : 
2 Si Mial 52308 
position ‘Rebert Monigomery ¥° 
“Studio Onc.” Colgate Comecy 
Hour” vs. “Toast of the Town 
Jackie Gieason ws. “All Star Re 
wue.” etc—the result is gemeraiy 
higher quality as with M [ton 
Berle vs. Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
isee separate story 

In the Coronation story, of the 
Great American. Plame race, toe 
trans-Atlantic ewent could not 
have been 2 worse ame for i 
meus coverage ‘with the eceam 3 





against the op 


4 


barrier). Yet the CBS-NBC rivai- 
ry bes given the event the best 
sible cuverage the AmericaB 


public cocle get despite all of the 
physical hordicaps. aad has ereat- 
ed larger audiences through wider 


interest ; 
A dinmc-ocomg competition asc 
provides 2musing sidelights. Last 


weck. for instamce. CBS-TV pulled 
2 major publicity coup by beatmg 
NBC-TV to Mayor John B. Hynes 
of Boston znd getting him te pro 
claim Tuesday, June 2. as “CBS 
Televisiorn-Coronation Day” as 


Continued on page 39) 


NBC Splitting Tab 
On Spotlight Ads 


NBC is starting 2 cooperative 
newspaper advertising plan for its 
affiliates in September. This will 
be the first such operation for a 
tele network. and the only existing 
one this year for a radio net. 

The network will pay half the 
cost of newspaper spotlight adver- 
tising which the affiliates place in 





Jecal dailies or. behalf of web) 


shows. with NBC supplying each 
station with special ad mats and 
guthorization to place each ad in 
ene paper. On receipt of tear- 
sheet and bill from the newspaper. 
the net will pay half the space cost 
‘with a limit of about 6.000 lines 
for each affiliate). This similar to 
AM plan NBC had working several 
years ago. 

Move is to give maximum push 


to building audiences during thei 


1953-34 season. 


Homer Canfield ‘Confess’ 





To Sab NBC ‘Dragnet’ 


“I Confess,” a Homer Canfield | 


UEEN LIZ WHOOP-DE-DO ACCENTS 
TV PERPETUATING COMPETITIVE SP 











Jet Casualty List 


NBC's “secret” Electric C2n- 
berra was forced to return te 
London after crossing half the 
Atlantic 

NBC’s Goose Bay-to-Beston 
jet was forced down on an 
land off the coast of Maine on 
its way to pick up the Dri 
Coronation films at Goose Bay. 


ancl arrived 


but took off agaim anc ives 
at Goose Bay ahead of scnec- 
ule. 


NY. Jocks Gab It 
‘Up This Summer 


. 











m= 


—* 2 wine a tee ant - < ism t 
Late mgmt jae OOS T OC AICS 

likely te diminish over the sum- 
mer. Only ome of the night owls 


s set for a hiatus over the entire 
the distaffer 


~—--er 


su Live 


Eva Gabor 


and that's 


Il vaeate the Bel- 


who 


phome for the dog days. All the 
others will on except for 
vacations of varying length. 

WMCA’s Barry Gray takes a 
six-week layoff from the Shelton 
Lounge June 6. but returns with 
his AMer July 20. Only change 
here is possibility of a different 
origination point, with Buddy Al- 
lem. Gray's mamager. reporting 
that they're considering bids from 
other bistros, besides the Shelton. 
Gray also vacates his WABD tele 
show for the same period. return 
ing July 20 to resume the cross- 
the-Boarder. 

On WMGM. Henry Morgan con- 
tinues through the hot nights. ex- 
cept for a 10-day breather. date of 
which isn't set yet. He renewed 
with the station and Hutton's 
West Side restaurant for another 
six months recenily WINS has 
cancelled the Lou Quinn studio- 
originated gabfest and is currently 
filling in .with music. but is dick- 
ering for another taikathon. _ 

More on the music side. 
WHOM continues its Willie Bry- 
ant-Ray Carroll show from the 
midtown jazzery. Birdland. while 
WOV’s Evelyn Robinson (Sugar 
Ray’s sister} and Jack Walker 
carry on with their stint from 
Harlem’s Club Baby Grand. Both 
shows concentrate on. music, but 


stay 


i latter team set aside Monday night 


for celebrities, while Bryant & Car- 
roll catch occasional guests as they 
appear at Birdland. Musical con- 
‘tent of both is on the rhythm & 
blues side. 
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JIMMY NELSON 


DANNY O'DAY AND 
HUMPHREY .HIGSBYD 
Featured—Texaco Star Theatre 
NBC-TV with Milton Berle 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
LouUIsS W. COHAN 
1776 Broadway. N. Y. 


ee 


NBC, CBS Set TV 
Entries On Coast 


Hollywood, June 2 

NBC-TV and CBSTV are whip 
ping several shows into shape for 
the coming months. with several al- 
ready set for definite starts. 

NBC producer Bob Welch is ne- 
gotiating for 20th-Fox producer 
Charlies Brackett, 20th writer Rich- 
ard Breen, Frank Butler and others 
to be on live panel show, “Stag 
Party.” Hour-long event was con- 
ceived by Jerry Lawrence and Rob 
ert E. Lee. 

Over at CBS. Jack Smith has 
been set to topline a half-hour aud- 
participation show, “A Place to 
Face.” teeing off July 16 on the 
web. with Paul Edwards producing. 
and Toni sponsoring the Thursday | 
show. It will replace “Racket 
Squad.” which shifts over as re- 
placement for “I Love Lucy.” 

_CBS-TV v.p. Harry Ackerman 








Friday auditioned Jo Stafford for ‘4Sal to answer questions before 
15min. show. with Paul Weston the House un-American Activities 


and his orch backstopping the song- 


and-chatter program which wil! .AFTRA’s board of directors is 


bow this summer or in early fall. 
Ralph Levy is producer. 
Fisher, director, and Glenn Wheat- 


Dick tempts to dictate the private be- 


on, writer. ' 


Sevareid on Jets & Cardiacs 


Erie Sevareid, on CBS Radio Monday (1) night: — 

“I don't know where this is going to get me, nipping at one 
of the hands that feed me. but I would like to say just one little 
word to my colleagues on the television side of our mutual fence. 
The word is ‘Whoa. I'm thinking of tomorrow's Corenation of 
the Queen and all the red-eyed colleagues in London, living on 
penzedrine and bock, decoding each other's secret network orders, 
hiring runners, helicopters, police cars and jet planes—all to get 
some film on the American TV air a few minutes ahead of the 
competition. After all, what profiteth a man if he gain the whole 
audience and lose his own sanity? I should doubt that even the 
accounting department will profiteth. I have a small, sneaking 
disbelief that fhe American public is going to rush out of office 
mine and factory tomorrow afternoon, throw themselves upon th 


© 
TV set and feverishly click the dial from channel to channel to 
see which one carries the first. flickering sceme of the swaying 
Coronation coach. ; 
“As Arthur Godfrey would put it—Unh-uh.’ 
“and I'll tell you why. Not that the ceremony isnt fascinating 
not that millions of Americans aren't interested, but because this 


isn’t the Kentucky Derby or the World Series. What I mean is, 
everybody already knows who's going to come in first—Elizabeth 
The element of suspense is absent, but some atavistic American 
instinct has persuaded the TV colleagues they ought to provide 
suspense. So the way the thing has been built up in the preés, 
about as much ink is being devoted to the network plane race 
as to the crowning of the Queen ... 
“Let us reason with one another for a 
Back in January we inaugurated a President. 
that the American people were as passionat 
ceremony as in the one tomorrow: Did b 


moment. colleagues 
have a suspicion 
ely interested in that 


eat our brains to pu 
trcin ‘ telielk the ann Sinn with the iret hots of the Pre ie 
(rying to OUTSIICK the oppesition With the it SmOtS GF th res! 
dent’s car leaving his hote!? Unh-uh. As a matter of fact. we 


didn't take to the air until the even half-hour. giving up the five- 
minute scene ef the two men on the White House steps. I know, 
because I stood there, wit crophone and camera, feeling foolish. 
Did we, over this. lose audience. money. prestige. and cur sacred 
honor? Unh-uh. So what's all this about tomorrow? 

“Tell you something else. Folks would rather-know just when 
they will see the Coronation films tha just who will show it first. 
And if you race against time like this. you can't tell them when. 
Relax an hour, make it two hours, and go on at a time certain 
that folks know about it in advance, with the films edited for 
quality, and Ill wager an old stunted Hooper rating that your 
total audtence will not only be bigger. but happier 

“Maybe it’s just hardening of the arteries, but the time scoop 
leaves me cold these days. I've sinned and suffered on newspaper, 
wire services and radio, as all those media went through the time 
scoop adolescence. Remember the newspaper extra, how we 
panted, fought and conspired to tie up the phone in the neighboring 
farm house to get the first news to town about the murder of the 
rich old hermit. So we sold 642 extras before the opposition got 
on the street. So what? The public didn’t care. Radio eliminated 
the newspaper extra and most editors were glad of it. The air- 
planes, jeeps and nerve ends I've worn out in the name of radio 
time scoops, I hate to contemplate. 

“A day later nobody would remember who told him first. only 
what he was told. which is as it should be 

“We do recall a wise old editor who said once that time scoops 
had no meaning except to the staff. They were good for staff 


bh rm 








ulcers. You'll start with a cardiac.” 
Three members of the American } 
the New York and outlying areas 
Committee. charged yesterday that 
part of next. WOV., N. Y. indie 


morale. he said. Well, maybe so. But they play hell with the 
Staff uleers. At the rate you're going. TV, you'll never know about 
Federation of Radio & Television | 
Artists, facing expulsion for re-| Americans of Italian descent in 
will get on-the-spot coverage of the 
thay add Italian elections 
AFI , ; throughout this wee 
going outside its sphere if it at- se ae 
with studios in Rome, has set up 
shortwave facilities to bring elec- 
| tion reports into N. Y¥. and will 


havior of its members.” 
Charge was made in a letter by 


- 





| CBS also finished audition on the three—Libby Burke. Shimen 


‘ABC-TV, MUTUAL GET 


b 


LAST MINUTE LIZ BIZ 


| While NBC and CBS, already set 
with General Motors and Willys 
| sponsorship of their Coronation 


{ 


| broadcasts, concentrated last week 
| on the publicity side of the affair. 
, ABC-TV and Mutual came up with 
| 2 couple of deals which wiped their 
| coverage off the sustaining list. 

ABC-TV set a 15-minute and a 


“The Shrimp,” dramatic show with 
stet cast. Cy Gomberg is producer, 
Seymour Berns director. 


OBBINS' NEW WOR, N.Y., 





AFTERNOON GAB STINT. 


Freddie Robbins, who wound up 
his “Do You Want to Be a Star?” 
on WOR-TV, N. Y., for Coca-Cola 
a few weeks ago, leaves for the 
Coast June 9 to film a series of 
commercials for Coke and then re- 


package out of Hellyweed, will re-| five-minute segment before and, turns to N. Y. June 15 to start a 


“Dragnet” on 


type of crime-case 
with real but disguised stories. 


Net feeling on the show, set 
for am eight-week run, is high, re-} 
got} 
started on radie three summers | 
ago. and bloomed into a valuable, | 


membering that 


“Dragnet 7” 


high rated AM-TV property. 


Hands Acress the Sea 


Although television 





media yesterday ‘Tues.). 


The NBC-FV Pan American _ ABC , Radio had 


piace radio! after its pickup of the Canadian 
July 5 with Chesterfield taking a 
hiatus. Show is a documentary 


Broadcasting Co. feed of the Coro- 


crossthe-board afternoon 
deejay show on WOR. m 
4#ie'll make 26 spots for Coke on 


radio 


presentation, 


‘nation films and sold them to the Universal lot, with D'Arcy 
| Handmacher-Vogel, women's wear agency producing. AM show will 
}firm. Scheduled to emcee was fun for the summer, also for Coke. 
| John Daly, with Maggi MeNellis 2:45 to 3 p.m. Deals were set by 
and Brian Aherne joining in the Jack Beekman, Robbins’ personal 
discussion of the BBC films. 


|up with a swap deal with News- ported certain that the show will 
| week, wherein the mag was to get move over to WNBT, NBC-TV 
/three free network spots and its | @°tham flagship. 





and the 
hewspapers were ostensibly rivals 
in the Coronation coverage. there | 
Was cooperation between the two 


'London staffers and correspond- 
/ents join the Mutual reporters in 
covering the Coronation  cere- 
monies. In return, the network 
will get five free full page ads in 
the magazine 


; 
; 


previously 


Super Six Clipper, fying back | “rapped up Pepperell as sponsor 


with the net’s special coverage | airers, 
films, also brought back—as a spe- | 
service—newspa 


the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, . . 


York Times, the New) has joined WSRS and will do a 
Daily News, Time, Life and | 


of its morning AM _ shortwave 





Cleveland — Sig Nadler. former 
film director of XEL-TV here. 


two-hour deejay show on week-| 
days. ie 


‘Roto-Broil Buys DaM 
‘Mono-Drama Theatre’ 


Roto-Broil Co., manufacturers of 
broilers, has signed to sponsor 
|““Mono-Drama Theatre.” the one- 
actor serial series on WABD. Dus 
|Mont’s N. Y. flagship. Roto-Broil 
replaces another broiler outfit. 





13 weeks on the 11:15 p.m. tele- 
| cast. 


' 


Product Services,. Inc... - 


| 


|manmager. Decision on “Star” for | 
Mutual over thé weekend came ‘he fall isn’t set yet, but it’s re- 


Broil-Quik, which cancelled after | 


Ruskin and Murray Wagner—to 
the entire AFTRA membership, 
asking for support. Trio faces a 


broad hearing June 8, and a union | 


ruling that any member refusing 
to cooperate before the Congres- 
sional Committee is subject to ex- 
puilsion. 

“Although the House Committee 
cannot legally compel anyone to 
answer its questions,” the three 
wrote, “the (AFTRA) ruling says 
we must do so before the board. 
It — pénishment if we do 
not, 


Letter. outlining the trio's stand 


on the Fifth Amendment, House | 


Committee and economic purpose 
of unions, was a virtual request 


Pipe them to WHAY. in New Brit- 
ain, Conn. and WJNJ in Philadel- 
phia. Also set to cover the elections 
Via shortwave. but with a less in- 
tensive schedule. is WHOM, an- 


other N. Y. indie in the Italian 
field. 
WOV's setup calls for Italian- 


language broadcasts by Girolamo 
Valenti, Rome newspeperman, on 
June 4. 5. 6. 8 and 2& Broadcasts 
on June 46 will he pre-election 
color, while the June 8 programs 
will bring preliminary returns. 
Final June 9 program will carry 
the final returns. Balloting starts 
_ Sunday, June 7, but station is off 
the air that day. WHOM is in the 
| midst of negotiations with Radio 
| Rome to air shortweve returns on 


that “AFTRA members demand | pad 7, when the election starts, 
their board of directors drop. Ss awaiting word from Italy on 
charges. | the facilities setup. 





we. 4. beckgreund te the election 
’ ® s 
Newman s London Post picted oni Rana from 
_ Yale Newman, formerly on the Rome by Lucio Basco. consisting of 
Voice of America staff, has been | interviews of candidates of all 
named to head ABC’s London Bu-| Parties but the Communists. Series 
reau, replacing Frederick B. Opper,| Was distributed to WHAY and 
who resigned to join Radio Free 


Europe. 

Newman was formerly with Tex 
McCrary’s “N. Y. Closeup” staff 
on W NBT, N. Y., and also wrote 
Scripts for “American Inventory” 
on NBC-TV. He's the brother of 
Joseph Newman, the N.Y. Herald 
Tribune London staffer and the 


paper's former correspondent in| 


Moscow. 





Omaha—Frank P. Fogarty. gen- 
eral manager of Meredith-WwOw, 


Agency on the 2l-week pact was Or Mahe Chared vice president of | 


maha Chamber of Commerce and 


iwill head executive committee. 


WINJ also. And station has also 
been airing 2 series transcribed by 
N. Y. State Labor Commissioner 
Edward Corsi, who made a trip to 
Italy a couple of months ago. 


KNUZ-TV Bows July 4 


Houston, June 2. 

Dave Morris, veepee and general 
manager of KNUZ-TV, has an- 
nounced that tentative Gate set for 
the debut of the outlet has been 
sef for July 4 

It will be the city’s third TV 
— but second commercial out- 
, tet, . —e 
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The Freelance’ Production Chart 


Survey by Varrety this week showed that at least 13 TV drama 


and eight AM stanzas are now being scripted by freelaneers 


The 


programs, with their sponsor, agency and script prices, are as 


follows: 


Television 
“Armstrong Circle Theatre,” BBD&O, Armstrong Cork, $600 to 


$750 
“Danger,” Cecil & Presbrey 


Amm._-i-dent, $750 for an original, 


$450 for an adaptation, plus $300 to the adaptor. 


“Fireside Theatre,” Compton, 


P&G, $750 


“Foreign Intrigue,” J. Walter Thompson, Ballantine Beer, $600. 
“Hall of Fame.” Foote, Cone & Belding. Hallmark, $600 to $750. 
“Kraft Television Theatre,” JWT. Kraft Food Co., $750. 

“Lux Video Theatre,” JWT, Lever Bros., negotiated by author, 


about $600. 
“Philco Playhouse,” Hutchins, 
“Schlitz Playhouse of Stars,” 


Philco, $700 to $1,200 


Lennen & Mitchell, Schlitz Beer, 


negotiated with author, about $600. 
“Studio One,” McCann-Erickson. Westinghouse, originals $750 
to $1,000, adaptation $500, plus $700 to adaptor. 


“Suspense,” Cecil & Presbrey, 
tions $300 plus $450 to adaptor 


Auto-Lite, originals $750, adapta- 


“Tales of Tomorrow,” Hirschon-Garfield and Anderson & Cairns, 
Kreisler and Marsland, negotiated with author, about $500. 


“The Web,” Geyer, Newell & 


nals $600, adaptations $200 plus 
Ra 


“Family Theatre,” Joseph Mansfield packager, L. 


Ganger, Embassy Cigarets, origi- 


$400 to adaptor. 
dio 


A., $150 


“Grand Central Station,” Foote, Cone & Belding, Prom Home 


Permanent, $200. 


“High Adventure,” Robert Munroe packager, local sponsors, 


$325. = 


“Philip Morris Playhouse,” Biow, Philip Morris, $350 to $400. 


“Stars Over Hollywood,” MCA 


, Carnation Milk, $250. 


“Top Guy,’ Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample and Tatham-Laird, Kix 


and American Chicle, $350. 
“Theatre of Today,” BBD&O. 


Armstrong Cork. $350 to $450. 


“The Whistler,” Barton A. Stebbins, Signal Oil Co., $250 


Smith, Kine & French to Launch 
Combox TV Surgery for Medicos 





Smith, 
tories, a pioneer in 
medical -functions, 


telecasting 
is negotiating 


with several of the “pay-as-you-go” | 


video firms and the networks pre- 
paratory to launching a regular 
medical series which would be 
available only to doctors with coin- 
box receivers over network facili- 
ties. The Philadelphia drug firm 
is planning a demonstration in the 
fall, with the service to start as 
soon as FCC and technical clear- 
ances can be obtained. 


Plan, announced Monday (1) at a 
press demonstration of a new CBS 
color TV screen which permits 
largescreen color reproduction of 
operations over a closed circuit, 
would have one of the networks 
send out a serambied signal which 
could be received on doctors’ sets 
equipped with an attachment pro- 
vided by the Fee TV firms. The 
telecasts, showing operations, clini- 
cal demonstrations and other up- 
to-the-minute medical develop- 
ments, would be restricted to doc- 


tors. They would be shown first | 
in black and white, later in color. 


after the FCC approves a compati- 
ble color system. 

Press demonstration of the new 
color screen came the day before 
the opening of the American Medi- 
cal Assn. convention in N. ¥. Mem- 
bers of the Association will be 
able to view operations and clinical 
demonstrations over the screen 


(Continued on page 34) 


All-Star Hoopla In 
WPTZ Sale Okay 


P Philadelphia, June 2. 
Sale of WPTZ, America’s oldest 
television station, by the Philco 
Corp. to Westinghouse for $8,500.- 





000 was approved by the FCC (28) | 


and the TV outlet officially be- 
came a member of the Westing- 
house Radio Stations, Inc., as of 
yesterday (1). 
"PTZ will be operated by 
Westirighouse, which now operates 
radio station KYW in this city, but 
both will be managed as separate 
entities, according to E. V. Hug- 
gins, president of the firm. 
Rolland V. Tooke, assistant gen- 


eral rnanager of WPTZ since 1945. 


<line & French Labora-+ 











CBS’ ‘Big Joe Small’ 
CBS Radio is auditioning this 
week a mew package created by 


Henry Garson, producer-writer of 
the “Junior Miss” AM show. 


Show is called “Big Joe Small,” | 


|story of the home life of a police 
detective. If it’s okayed, the pro- 
gram will originate on the West 
Coast. 


Bill May Revive 
Major League 
OF TV Ballcasts 


! ‘ 
i Washington, June 2. 
| Possibility of restoring restric- 





—— 


baseball games before the present 








QZEN SEMINAR 





STO GOLORADD 








Taking a leaf from 
e-writing 


the many 


creatiy summer seminars 


| throughout the country, Charles C 


Bud) Barry, NBC program-and- 


talent veepee, is planning to hold 


a one or two-week conference of 


| his ereative-producer group in Au- 


| producers 


| gust. 


Site of the meet is tentatively 
set for the rarified ozone of Broad- 
moor, Colorado Springs. | 

Barry figures a general get-to- 
gether of his producers, known as 
Barry’s Baker’s Dozen, will be an | 
invaluable rubbing together of 
brainpower, and that August will 
be a good time to take stock-of the 
many packages that the individual 
are dreaming up and 
working on this summer. 


At the conference, Robert E. 
| Sherwood, who's writing three 
| original “plays for NBC-TV, is 


fessional telewriter. Adrian Samish 
will present the problems, and 


“some solutions, of the daytime pic- 


ture. 
Such producers as Bob Welsh, 
Ed Beloin, Pete Barnum, Dee 


| Engelbach, Sam Fuller, Joe Bige- 


low and George McGarrett, some 
of whom are working on as many 
as three new programs, will kick 
around their ideas in group discus- 
sion and present an infgrmal prog- 
ress report on their projects. 
Other producers bringing along 
ideas and sharpened critical facul- 


,ties are Goodman Ace, who's cre- 
; ating at least ome program this 


| 


summer as well as prepping for 
another season as chief scribe for 
the Milton Berle show; Max Liehb- 
man, Fred Coe and Robert Mont- 
gomery. 

The many programs being cre- 
ated are part of Barry’s plan to 
build up an inventory of ideas in 
the form of pilot films or kine- 
scopes. “Programming in  broad- 
casting,” the NBC-TV veep says, 
“has too long been in the nature 
of putting out a fire. We're chang- 


| ing that by longrange planning for 


' 


; 


| Colorado conference, 


the future.” 

His thinking has been turning 
to a type of operation exemplified | 
by the pix industry. in which a film 
company often buys a property, / 
works on it for many months, | 
shoots the pic and then puts the | 
product into a can for six months 
or more. 

Out of the shakedown test at the 
where the 


| net's top producers will bat around 


tions on televising major league | 


season ends developed last week. | 


A Senate Interstate 
Subcommittee unanimously voted 
to recommend passage of the John- 
son Bill to exempt professional 
baseball from the antitrust laws. 


Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D-Colo.). 
chairman of the subcommittee and 
{author of the measure, expressed 
|confidence the legislation will be 
| taken up by the full committee “in 
'the. near future.” The senator, 
who is non-salaried president of the 
Western League, believes there is 
‘a good chance the bill can be 
passed at this session of the Sen- 
ate. If that happens, 
House follows suit, organized base- 


and the! 


Commerce | 


their ideas, Barry expects that a 
couple of dozen programs, surviv- | 
ing the acid test of toplevel group 
discussion, will emerge. 

Since the web's fall nighttime 
schedule is full, few of these pro- 
grams will be seen this year, al- 
though th€y will constitute a valu- 
able bank account of ready-to-show 
packages on which the network 
can draw anytime. Most will be, 
placed in cans for airing only in> 
the summer of 1954, or even in 
the 1954-55 season. 


BARRY WOOD AS NBC-TV 
COLOR COORDINATOR’ 


Barry Wood, exec producer of 





ball will be free to reinstate a ban the Xate Smith Show, has left the 


(Continued on page 38) 


' 


GERATOL’S ‘JUVE JURY’ 





| TV BUY FOR SUMMER 


| Jeratol, a drugs product, has 
| bought the NBC-TV Monday nighi 
slot of 9 to 9:30 p. m. (“Eye Wit- 
iness” is in there now sponsorless), 
beginning July 6. 

| Program will be the Jack Barry 
|package, “Juvenile Jury.” It’s 
| strictly a summer deal. running 13 
‘weeks. With “I Lovy Lucy” return- 


‘ing to that time period on CBS-TV | her applicaticn for television Chan- 
been named general. manager | in the fall, NBC-TV is still eager nel 12 at Winston-Salem. 


program for a new job, that of 
“color coordinator.” reporting di-| 
rectly to Charles C. (Bud) Barry, ' 
NBC-TY program veepee. Wood) 
is reportediy working on some’ 
hush-hush color-television pro- 
gramming projects. 

Sam Schiff,;;who has. been with 
Ted Collins for 18 years, takes 
over as production executive of the 


| “Kate Smith Hour.” i 


' 


; 
' 


of the station, according to an an-\to talk over a time-cost-only deal | 


houncement made yesterday (1). 
(Continued on page 34) 


with any advertiser willing to buck tion would be merged with that ing them back and letting stations 
os 0% jot Triangle Broadcasting Corp. ! 


“Lycy.” J - ? 





Pickford TV Bowout 


Greensboro, N.C. June 2. | 
Mary Pickford has withdrawn | 


' 


— + 


tiate of that network. 


TV Freelance Scripters Enjoy New 
CREATIVE SPREE, Enviable Status as Webs, Agencies 


Dangle Top Fees, 





TV’s Top 10 


Following are the latest TV 


Nielsen ratings for the two 
weeks ending May 9. 
Homes 
bet) 
I Love Lucy (CBS) . &s 
Colgate Comedy Hour (NBC) 55.2 


Arthur Godfrey and Friends 
(CBS: (Liggett & Myers) 512 
Dragnet : ; aes 50.9 
Studio One (CBS) 482 
Arthur Godfrey’s Scouts (CBS). 47.8 
Goodyear TV Playhouse (NBC 47.7 
Texaco Star Theatre (NE 464 
Philco TV Playhouse (NBC 463 
Red Buttons (CBS 463 











l Down, 1 to Go 


| scheduled to address the group on e '. wood-Elmer group i 
| creative writing and Tom Phipps. | Play wrights Co 
will give the viewpoint of the pro- x il. a This “diamond-plated typewriter 


Sponsored Dram 


Steel's cancellation of 
“Theatre Guild of the Air,” one 
of the more lucrative sponsorship 
items on the Sunday radio agenda, 
virtually writes finis to the era of 
hour-long dramatic entries in AM 

Sole survivor on the commercial 
roster is the Monday night CBS 
“Lux Radio Theatre,” and there 
have been intimations from the 
Lever Bros. camp that one more 
season will wind up its long ca- 
reer, at which time the client in- 
tends to expand its present half- 
hour “Lux Video Theatre” to a 
full hour. 

Like practically all the other 
60-minute radio dramatic vehicles 
that have passed into limbo, the 
“Theatre Guild” exit is TY-inspir- 
ed, with U. S. Steel already down 
in the books for a $40,000 video 
showgase next season, on an al- 
ternate-week basis. 


New Pitt UHF Station 
To Lift TV Blackout” 


On Gleason, Others 


Pittsburgh. June 2. 
Although signed as an ABC-TV 
affiliate, UHF station WENS here. 





which expects to begin telecasting - 


by the end of July, has also made 
a working agreement with CBS-TV 
whereby several of the shows on 
that network which don't come 


_through WDTY. so far Pittsburgh's 


only channel, will be carried. 

That will give this city the Jackie 
Gleason program on CBS as well 
as several others a local outlet they 
don't new have because of con- 
flicting programs on WDTYV., which 
is DuMont owned-operated but also 
takes feeds from all the major 
webs. 

The arrangement with €BS-TV 
will stay in effect at least until the 
two other VHF allocations are 


‘made in Pittsburgh since one of 


them is bound to become an affil- 
This isn't 
likely to take place, however, un- 


Term Contracts 


The major radio-TV drama pro- 
grams, once whipped together by 
salaried writers on the staff of 
package houses, are today almost 
all scripted by freelanee scribes. 
| What's more. experienced free- 


lancers versed in the art of con- 
fecting an hour-long TV drama are 


becoming so sought-after, that web 
and agency script departments are 
increasingly jockeying in their at- 
j;tempts to sign up year-long con- 
tracts at $1,000 wer script’ with 
a stable of reliables 

As a result. most of the 60-min- 
ute agony-and-comedy stanzas are 
being turned out by a small clique 
of professionals whose deluxe 


standing in TV is becoming almost 
equivalent to the legit status of the 
Maxwell Anderson-Robert E. Sher- 

Rice group in the 


are called in TV 
includes such names 
as Thomas W. Phipps (signed by 
NBC-TV recently to seript 12 
hqur-longers a year), David Swift, 
Robert Alan Aurthur. David Shaw, 
Paddy Chayefsky. Sumner Locke 
Elliott, Horton Foote and William 
Kendall Clarke. Demand for the 
services of these g brick 
that some trade coom-criers are 
already worried video 
irama may become stultified in the 


squad.” as 


trade circles 


they 


gentry is so 


for fear 


hands of a restricted literary 
braintrust 

Yet*for all the prestige accorded 
these video pros. a curious facet 
of the craft is that radio drama 
scripters, in ratio to the work in- 
volved. get equivalenily higher 
rates than TV freelancers. More- 
over. while radio freelancers auto- 


matically get rebroadcast rights 
for their seripts. the TV script buy- 


ers try to snatch off all world 
rights when bargaining with 
agents 


May Bolhower. exec secretary of 

the Radio Writers Guild, points 
out that “TV drama writers now 
get paid less for their scripts, 
compared to the full budget paid 
for the TV show. than do radio 
'writers. compared to the full 
| budget paid for the radio show. 
| When you consider that a sponsor 
,of a $35,000 half-hour TV show 
‘may only pay $500 for the drama 
script—far less than 10° of the 
| budget—it’s patently unfair to the 
| writer.” 

Currently the 1,200-member 
RWG asks for a minimum of $540 
for an hour-long dramatic radio 
show, and $325 fer a half-hour AM 
‘drama. For TV, the guild requests 
_ (though contracts with the webs 
i projected by the Authors League 
have yet to be finalized) $800 min- 
imum for an original and $600 for 
adaptation for a freelancer’s hour- 

long drama, and $525 for an origi- 
nal and $400 for an adaptation for 
a 30-minute drama. 


NBC-TV ‘Revues 
Client Problem 





til the end of 1954 or perhaps later. | 





? 
ABC to Axe ‘Playhouse, 
79 ’ 

Return AM ‘Lum ’n’ Abner 

ABC Radio is planning to axe 
“Piano Playhouse,” which has been 
on the web for five years, in the 
fall. Reason given for the move 
is inability of stations to find local 
sponsors for the coop feature, 
which aired Sundays at 12:30. 

At the same time, web is mulling 
idea of’ bringing back “Lum ‘n’ 
Abner” in a quarter-houf cross-the- 
board airer for local sponsorship. 
providing they're willing to come 
back on the air. Pair did a 13-week 
series this year, and station re- 

has been such that the net- 


With the “Saturday Night Revue” 
set to preem on Saturday ‘6). the 
sponsor situation fog the NBC-TV 
summer replacement for “Your 
Show of Shows” is in bad shape. 

Net signed Bendix Home Appli- 

ance Sales Corp. for a 10-minute 
jsegment, then persuaded the 9°30 
to 10 p. m. block of 10-minute 
“Shows” sponsors—Griffin. SOS 
and Benrus—to stay on through 
the summer. With Bendix already 
inked. this meant opening another 
_ half hour for a pie-slice operation, 
, with the remaining half hour avail- 
‘able in one piece to a sponsor. 

Still, with only days before the 
Hoagy Carmichael opening, more 

‘than half the program is unsold, 
which may be one big reason the 


Her attorney said her applica- | work is toying with idea of bring- net is already talking with Max 


sel] the show. 


Liebman about producing a 1954 


_isumgmer replacement for “Shows.” 


~ 
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CBS Radio is reaching 
iS% bigger nighttime 














audiences than a 





year AZO. (Apr.19-25 adv. Nielsen-Ratings) 


CBS Radio again has 
all of the ten most 
popular nighttime 
programs and all of 





the ten most popular 
daytime programs. 





CBS Radio has 25 of 
the “Top 29 Shows’’-the 
first time any network 
has had so many. 








» And advertisers are 

investing 25% more on 
CBS Radio than on any 
other network, (4:.-1r.P12, 











THE CBS RADIO NETWORK 




















so RADIO REVIEWS VARIETY bn nn Se Ria 
THE RAILROAD HOUR | 
CASS (occinte Supreme Coart With Gorden MacRae, Dorothy | 





CBS, frem New York (tape) 
tape recorder, that ingeni- 
ous device whose potentialities ra- 
dio is just beginning to exploit 
on a mature level, was used with 
immense human interest effect for 
this documentary last Friday (29). 
“Cliass of "53" is the third of CBS- 
Radio’s hour-long series, planned 
by its Public Affairs Director 
Stuart Novins, to tackle modern 
social problems. While the first, 
“Bomb Target, USA.” grappled 
with civil defense, and the second, 
“The Green Border,” deived into 
the dilemma of Iron Curtain refv- | 
this one attempted to peer 
te the lives of teen-agers with | 
a view to answering the question: 
“Is this a lost generation?” 

Irving Gitlin, who edited taped 
interviews with youngsters from 
ever 100 points across the U. Ss. 
is to be commended for his judici- 
ous sense of balance. He could have 
presented either a rosy Or 2 sensa- 
tional picture of modern youth, 2s 
several of the slick magazines have 
glibly attempted. Instead, he 
offered a pretty realistic crosssec- 
tion, at times heartbreaking in is) 
tragic overtones, at Lemar Nang 
giggling in optimistic hope. a 
all times revealed in a perfectly 


ion. He didn't know whether our 
present-day youth were 2 “beat 
generation” or zoot-suiters, or new- 
ie drug addicts, as the news-| 
paper headlines suggest. but he| 
was ready to listen. Along with | 
him, the audience heard 2 group) 
of kids singing hymns around 2) 
cafeteria table; a gang ruffian tell- 
ing how he “bled like a pig” 
alley brick wars: a girl um 
mother telling from a Salvation 


” } 


Justice Douglas wound up the | 
absorbing hour by concluding that | 
we cannot group any genera i 
into one cstegory, and our elders’ 

iti of today’s youngsters 
a boomerang. indicating 


that 
aR eh 


: 





cialis” 
jamd Bing Crosby are on 


‘should do a picture 





bebslf of the American music’ 


business, film, broadcasting and ry 


recording. interests, for whom he 
has 
treaty, gave a closeup on Japanese 
show biz that was arresting on 
Pegeen (& Ed) Fitzgerald's WABC 
iN. Y¥.) early am. AMer. As 2 
show biz personality in his own 
right, the Armed Forces Radio 
Network had him doing Tokyo- 
originated radic and television ap- 
pearances, and it was in the course 
of this that Abeles was surprised 
to learn that American Gis are 
most curious about “what commer- 
Groucho Marx, Bob Hope 
This 
fioored him until be was told by 
Cpl Bill Adier ‘ex-NBC), one of 
his interviewers, that the Yanks 


hold these comedians in high 
favor—and in that order—aend 
they “are just curious © hetber 


Chesterfield or who still sponsors” 
this or that artist. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald. working solo. 
while her husband-partner is hos- 
pitalized, the week before had 
Lerd Donegall as 2 guest and he 
is engaged im making commercial 
shorts especially for the British 
tommies im the farfiumg war the-| 


get Bovril, Schweppes, Hillman. | 


papoose-like om their backs, atterd | 


the backs of their seats, and the | 
amaring part is mary a whimper 
of teeming Tekyo; the incessant | 
usage of cammned music on street) 
kiosks. advertising this or that 
commodity, the mammoth cabarets | 


-\amd stripperies; the modest fees | 


for the natives and the tabus 
against western world gawkers 
imte the niteries, were all part of | 


| the barrister’s graphic closeup of | 


Mr. & Mrs. team’s usual galaxy of 
commercials, but found it neces- 
sary to footnote a “continued next 
; observing that Life; 
story on 
Abeles’ findings of Tokyo, circa 
June, 53. Vanrirry. incidentally. 
received calis that “Abeles should | 
do a story” on his show biz close- 
ups. The ailing (Lefox Hill hos-' 
pital) male half of The Fitzgeralds 
phoned his wife, “From the listen-| 
er’s viewpoint this was such ¢x-) 
cellent radio that I (almost) re- 
the commercials bio ad 





and by breaking away from its tra- | 
dition of presenting only hour-long | 
radio adaptations of film scenarios. | 
On the first of its “Lux Summer 
shows last Monday (1),| 


adaptation of Maxwell Anderson’s | 
allegorical i vy. “High | 
Tor.” By virtue of its poetic fan- | 
tasy, encouraging listeners to use| 
their imagination, Anderson's play, | 
which won the N.Y. Drama Critics | 
Circle award on its Broadway run, | 


was admirably suited to the audial 
medium. 





| 


conducting 

symph through some exciting ma- 
en in Bach’s “Toccata and 
in D Minor,” “Three Sar- 
Dances” by Porino and 

Brahms’ “Second Symphony.” 
Fassett’s intermission briefing of 
the Teatro Argentina, where the 
concert was performed, and his 
lively description of the people 
1 places of Rome were socko 


Ts. 
Series is skedded to run through 
Oct. 4 with Willys-Overland pick- 
ing up the tab. It's a series any 
sponsor would be proud “. 

ros. 





Alex Buchan’s Shift 
Buchan has resigned as sta- 
(al at lg el Pag 


if. 


two gunsels seeking to escape with 
a bank hoist of 25 grand. William 
Holden, gifted with a supple, sensi- 
tive radio voice, was fine as the 
botanizing dreamer and the sup- 
—s cast uniformly knew their 
ness well in creating a bizarre 
juxtaposition between old and mod- 
ern times. Anderson's comedy itself 
seems to have assumed more perti- 
nence for today, rather than 
mouldering with age, since it was 
first produced in 1936. Music di- 
by Rudy Schrager, veteran 
composer of the “Lux Radio 
Theatre” scores, contributed nicely 
to the mood. 

Ken Carpenter and Frances 
Scully delivered the pitches for 
Surf, Chiorident and Lux with 
their customary slick authority. 
Commercials, in describing the 
soap beauty care of actresses, also 

generous plugs for the 





oO. 
succeeded by Ralph Klein. 


Hl 


similar post WEOL 


evolved a better copyright } 


|} lowed this recipe in first of new) 





(Benton & Bowles) 

“The Railroad Hour” ushered ia 
its summer format this week. 
Scripting team ef Lawrence & Lee 
have prepared 18 new musical 
comedies. first of which, a free 


adaptation of Sir James M. Bar- 
rie’s “Quality Street.” started the 
NBC series off on the right foot. 

With Gordon MacRae and Doro- 
thy Warenskjold im the leads, the 
skimpy plot wasn't of import. The 
pair did id musical jobs on 2) 
number of classical and public do- | 
main melodies, using the story of | 
2 soldier returning to claim his; 
love more as a background to the 
music than anything else. 

Carmen Dragon orch gave top- 
notch becking. and his arrange-| 
ments were right in the comic 
opera groove. Nerman Luboff 
chorus likewise added a feeling of 
richness to the numbers, which 
were culled from such various | 
sources as “Oh, Dear, What Can 


E 


were good and Isabel Jewell gave 
excellent support. Commercials | 
were straight and to the point. And 
the entire production had a sense | 
of freshness and directness that | 
radio can use more of. Chan. | 
—_—_—_—_—_—— ; 

’ 

ROLLYWOOD SHOWCASE i 
With Rebert Armbruster; Jimmy 
Wallingten, announcer 
15 Mims; Men., 10:15 p.m. 


NBC, from Hollywood 

This NBC summer series dishes 
out a pleasant 15 minutes of light 
musical fare that should find favor 
with the listening audience. For-' 
mat allows for a maximum of 
tunes, either rendered by the Ra-/ 
dio City Orch, conducted by Rob- 
ert Armbruster, or by a guest v2- | 
calist. Latter spot was filled com- 
fortably on preem show Monday 
(1) by Skip Farrell. A different 
singer is slated to be showcased 
on airer each week. 

Opener had Farrell piping two 
tunes in addition to orch’s delivery 
of three numbers. Singer’s output 
comprised “I Concentrate On You” | 
and “I Don’t Know Why, I Just 
Do.” Instrumentals included “Why } 
Shouldn't I?” and “Lullaby of | 
Broadway.” Song introes were de- | 
livered briefly by Jimmy Walling- 
ton, who, besides handling the an- 
rouncing chores, also hosts the 
proceedings. Jess. 








“Tunes from click musical come- | 


dies are surefire material for safe) 
radio stints. Eddie Fraser, Scot} 
light entertainment megger, fol- 


Series, which shaped up as easy-on- 
the-ear fodder dialers, particularly 
older types with memories stretch- 
ing back to vintage-year musicals. | 
Tunes ranged from “Riff Song” 
(from “The Desert Song”), well 
by William Thomson, to 
“Make Believe” from “Showboat.” 
U.S. influence on musicals through 
the years was also touched on with 


Buddy Logan and Bette Phillips 
warbling “That Certain Feeling” 
from e Gershwin'’s “Tip 


Toes.” Show was crisply directed 
by Eddie Fraser, and gabbing kept 
to essential minimum. Gord, 


LOWELL'S EDUCLTV ~ 
BOSTON APPLICATION 


Boston, June 2. 

WGBH-FM here filed application 
Monday (1) with the’ FCC to op- 
erate Boston's educational TV sta- 
tion,. Channel 2. Ralph Lowell, 
head of the Lowell Institute Co- 
operative Broadcasting Council and 
prez of WGBH-FM, said it would 





tion and $200,000 to run it for the 
first year. 

Funds to run the educational 
channel have been made available 
by four philanthropic groups: 
Fund for Adult Education, the in- 
dependent corporation established 
by the Ford Foundation; the Twen- 
tieth Century Fund; the Filene 
Fund, and the Lincoln and Therese 
Filene Foundation. 


; Coronation . . 


| stay . 


| question-and-answer program.on WOR. . 


cost $450,000 to set up the new sta-|.. . Fr 








films “Desert Song” and “Invaders 
From Mars.” in which those 
femmes appear. Rask. 


r wf 


is projected by Lowell. 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Mutual won the Alfred P. Sloan Radio-Highway Safety Award and 
the National Safety Council's Public Interest Award for 1952 by making 
available for NSC its Cedric Fester, Gabriel Heatter and Bill Henry 





| shows to the group for transcriptions and public service messages . . . 


WNYC starts a weekly half-hour series, “The Seven Lively Arts.” with 
critic Gilbert Seldes, author of the tome of the same name, presiding 
_. . Rebert Mandeville named v.p. and western sales manager of 
Everett-McKinney, station reps .. . Vineent Sorey’s “Biggest Little 
Orchestra in. the World,” heard on Jehn Gambling’s 7:15-7:55 2. m. 
show on WOR. will also be heard on Gambling's earlier show, “Gam- 
boleers.” airing from 6 to 7 . . . Dammy Stiles, deejay at WCTC, New 
Brunswick. N. J.. moves over to WVYNJ June 13 with his own disk 
show. ~“ 

Je Lyons, CBS writer, off to an Italy vacation after attending the 
. Sylvia Davis subbing for Alice Yourman on “Young 
Widder Brown”... Added to new “Front Page Farrell” sequence 
are Elizabeth Morgan, Lawson Zerbe, Haskell Coffin, Mandel Kramer, 
John Stanley, Sytvia Leigh and Sarah Burton . . . Nine-year-old Lynn 
Lering, featured as Patti on P’& G's TV soap opera, “Search for To- 
morrow.” has had her contract renewed by Biow Agency. She'll also 


| play a role on CBS Radio's “Grand Central Station” June 6 . . . Jean 
| Desberg, “Talent Scouts” secretary, engeged to Fred Elten, composer 


and accompanist for Rebert Q. Lewis ... CBS prez Frank Stanton 
back at desk after European vacation. Board chairman William §. 
Paley takes off next week. 

Fred Morrow of tele press anc Bill Warnecac ut photo dept. elected 
professional-group representatives in CBS empleye-management com- 
mittee .. . Jume a big month for John Karel, CBS Radio net sales 
veepee. His daughter graduates from Oberlin and his son from prep 


' school . . . Resa Rie back from short vacation in the Virgin Islands 


. . . First performance outside Iron Curtain of Prokofiev's opera “War 
and Peace” skedded on “World Music Festivals,” CBS Radio. on 
Sunday ‘6). 

Lee Williams, ex-Chicago Foote, Cone & Belding veep, now with 
account management group at Biow . . . Allam Stevenson, after direct- 
ing “Hobson's Choice” for ELT, resumed AM work last week on 
“Official Detective” (Mutual) and run on Perry Mason ... Millicent 
Brower, as the nurse. has joined cast of “Wendy Warren and the News” 
... Part of dedication ceremonies for Montana State U.’s $700,000 
School of Music building broadcast of CBS Radio last Sunday (31). 

Thomas F. O'Neil, Mutual prexy, back from Coast after month-long 
. . Gerard Willem van Leon doing a monthly program on the 
theatre on WHOM ... Bill Kaland, WNEW program director. off for 
2 BMI Clinic tour through the South ... Kidder, Peabody, Co. 
brokerage house, adding to its local sponsorship with “The Key.” 
. ABC has signed Vincent 
Lepez to do a weekly half-hour show on Wednesdays, called “City of 
Times Square” ... Jean Gillespie set for cast ef “Wendy Warren.” 
June 3, 4 and 5, “Grand Central Station,” June 6. “Gangbusters” June 
13 and “ABC Playhouse” June 11. Latter is on ABC, others CBS ... 
Mutual's softball team plays its first game of the season Friday ‘5), 
against Benjamin Moore Paint Co. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jack MeGuire has joined Vanrrery as radio-TV staffer here... Ed 
Berreff joineti ABC Central Division network radio sales staff... 
Joseph M. Sciferth appointed flack for Jaeger & Jessen ad agency ... 


_ Bill O’'Cennor claims a new record with 286 quarter-hours of spon- 


sored dj. time per week ... 115 people attended the clinic of the 
National Assn. of Radio Farm Directors ... Emcee Jack Eigen to 
play host to former Chez Show stars when the show starts its third 
year on June 7... Sportscribe Jee Diehl appointed Sports Super- 
visor of WBBM Radio and TV News Department .. . Ex Kansas City 
dj., now a platter chatter man for WGN ... Namecy Lee Terry, for- 
merly of Cleveland, to be the first member of the NBC announcing 
staff .. . Jim Hanlen, publicity chief of WGN to participate in B.M_1L. 
Clinic Tour in Pittsburgh, Detroit and Columbus .. . Northwestern 
U. Radio Dept. producing a 13-week series of public service shows 
in cooperation with the American Osteopathic Assn. ... Arthur C. 
rogene Tey porte ig ome - bE ke: Nielsen Co... . Den MeNeiil 

ap a p Shicl's CY eit ai the Chicago Stadium . . . 
Betty Ross of NBC staff on a cruise to Hawaii as a guest of the U. S. 
Navy . . . Ruth Moore, formerly radio-TV director of the Community 
Fund now on Girl Scouts’ public relations staff 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


TV station WNBW-NBC cited by National Safety Council for “ex- ~ 


ceptional service to safety” .. . Ruth Crame, WMAL-ABC femme top- 
per, singled out for award by the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of the Philippines for her “splendid work in promoting women’s 
club activities” via her radio and TV shows .. . Claude Mahoney, 


| editor of “CBS Radio Farm News” chosen to represent class of 28 


at DePauw U (‘Ind.) reunion, even though he never made the graduation 
lists of the school .. . Ruth Hagy, producer of ABC's “Junior Press 
Conference” in town covering General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
powwow in her role of woman's page editor for Philadelphia Bulletin 
. .. James Silman, Jr.. upped from assistant TV director to summer 
replacement director at WTOP-CBS, and William 


from floor director to assistant director... A sharp upswing in vol- 
ume of national spot time sales on WRC-NBC reported by NBC v_p. 
and general manager Carleten Smith, with May sales topping all 
records since 1950... Mutual news commentator H. R. Baukhage 
celebrates his 20th year on the air June 15 .. . BBC's Jules Menken 
a recent visitor at Library of Congress for research purposes. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


_ Jack Dempsey and Max Baer in a verbal si ‘ 
airshow .. . Anne Jeffreys and Bob Sterling soley nee naa 
Fairmont engagement . . . KCBS Bossman Arthur Hull Hayes elected 
president of the Association of Catholic Newsmen of S.F. James Con- 
nelly, KGO chief, elected to Board of Directors... KNBC changes: 
William &. McDaniel named sales manager, replacing Al Crapsey, who 
has been assigned other executive duties. News and publicity head 
John Thompson named station's program director. William Coethran 
replaces Thompson ... San Mateo’s KEAR using new Ampex auto- 
matic station tape first displayed at recent NARTB convention in L.A. 
ank Funge, S. F. Examiner nite life columnist, shifted his 
KJBS airtime to Thursdays, 11 P. m...._KROW's Wanda Kamey 
judged the “Miss Oakland” and “Miss Castro Valley” cantesis 
New KCBS faces: David Coates, engineer, Ronald Tighe, news writer 


IN MINNEAPOLIS . . . 


Don McGrane orch at Hotel Radisson Fla roadcasts 
CBS network Thursdays 10-30-11 Pp. m. csp ‘one iam, 
Twin Cities’ top TV and radio personality and newspaper columnist, 


celebrated 5ist birthday on 1 ; 
eo y @ piane en route to the Coronation in 


us newspaper, the Star. and radio cco 
A weekly schedule of 24 hours | Minnesota dairy “from eve und 


farmers setting aside one penny from every pound 
(Continued on page 36) 
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THE STRAWHATTERS 
With Johnny Olsen, Johnny Keo. 


from 

ment Park, N. J. 

DuMont has crossed the Hudson | 
River to Palisades Park, N. J., to 
get an on-the-spot flavor to its new 
summer series, “The Strawhat- 
ters.” Web could just have we!l 
stayed in its Madison Ave. home 
for all the diversity the camera 
gets out of the Jersey playland. 
It’s stuck in a ballroom for the 
major portion of the show and 
only drifts outside for a briefie 
sequence at the pool and some 
highboard hi-jinks, serious and 
comedic. The pool sequence was 
moderately entertaining but hard- 
ly worth the trip. 

Bulk of the hour is of the ama- 
teur show genre. An endless ar- 
ray of mediocrity seemed to get in 
front of the camera on its preem 
show Wednesday (27) and despite 
enthusiastic encouragement from 
emcee Johnny Olson the amateurs’ 
efforts were lulling and generally 
embarrassing. Show's scouts had 
better be more selective about its 
talent display if they want to keep 
an aud through the summer 
months. 

Olsen acquitted himself in the 
breezy, overly amiable mannet that 
seems to be a primer for tele em- 
cees. Tipoff that they're all cut 
from the same personality mold is 
that one of the amateurs called 
him “Warren,” probably thinking 
he was on Warren Hull's show. It 
was innocent fluff but it strongly 
indicated that the tele emcee. 
whether it be Olsen, Hull, Bert 
Parks or John Reed King is be 
ginning to look and sound alike to | 
the average viewer. 

Frank Bunetta, who scored ear- | 





lier this season with another Dvu-' 
Mont locationer, “Dark of Night.” | 
is wasted in his directorial assi¢n- | 
ment here. Gros. 





THE JACK EIGEN SHOW 

With Jack Eigen, John Weigel, an- 
nouncer: guests 

Producer-director: Grover J. Allen 

5@ Mins.; Moxw., 11:10 p.m. 

WBKB, Chicago 

Here’s another in the ever- 
increasing list of late evening in-| 
terview and gossip sessions on TV. | 
quite obviously patterned after the 
midnight radio formats. Except 
for the eye appeal of guests such 
as Mary Hartline, this Jack Eigen 
video entry is about par for his 
radio course. 

On the interview side, Eigen at- 
tempted a provocative “debate” 
between Judge Harry Loviton and 
Leonard Sillman of “New Faces” 
on the loaded question of “Are 
performers being unpatriotic in 
establishing 18 months’ foreign 
residence to take advantage of the 
tax exemption regulations’? No 
conclusion was reached because 
neither pro nor con was adequate- 
ly presented. r 

However, Eigen’s nee@iing of 
Sillman (and later. of Eartha Kitt) 
couldn't be interpreted as any- 
thing but an emphatic “Yes” on 
the subject. Undoubtedly the im- 
Pression was Biven the home view- 
er that show people—many, many 
of them—are tax dodgers. Not 
only is this untrue and unfairly 
Stated. but to have this idea plant- 
ed by Eigen is an incredible af- 
frontery from someone whose very 
Program depends upon show busi- 
ness personalities to put a sparkle 
of interest in his show. Much more 
questionable taste of this type will 
poy find the artists avoiding 

igen's ‘Stanzas. ‘ 

Highlight of the 50 minutes was 

Leona 


ane ae 


and Johnny Desmond. both cur-| 
rently at the Chez Paree. It was 
near-hilarious. Eigen chatted brief- 
ly with TV's Mary Hartline. “New 
Faces’” Eartha Kitt. dancer Carol | 
King. and as he called off the 
names of celebs at the tables. the | 
camera panned around the nitery 
sel. His gossip was mainly routine 
marriage and divorce stuff. ' 

In making his switch from radio _ 
to video, Eigen brought along his 
first-person-singular approach, and 
his irritating cliches (“How about 
ey 2, 

six t 

thereafter). Also. for the TV ene | 
ence. he should attempt to stop the 
distracting nervous mannerism of 
re a with everyting atop his 

esk. 


This show is on ABC's oko 
WBKB., yet the Chez Paree nitery 
(where Eigen originates his nightly 
Tadio gram for WMAQ. and 
an N 0&0! got more plugs than | 
his . Numbering among 
the latter are a retail jeweler, a 
clothing chain and a counvle of 
headache remedies. Don. 


/ with 


| Allison. for Lilt, 


'*Rescue’ B’way Legit.” 


-peating the hoary 


~wwwee wy 





Jackie Gleason has a number of 


| well-polished assets. Several weeks 


ago, he scored decisively in the 
starring dramatic role of “The 
Laugh Maker” on “Studio One.” 
Each week, he turns out a comic 
assortment of characterizations in 
his w.k. sketches. 

Last Saturday (30), it was com- 
poser Gleason’s moment, with the 
premiere of the comedian’s musi- 
cal tone poem, “Tawny,” on the 
Jackie Gleason Show (earlier this 
year his “Lover's Rhapsody” was 
presented on the program’). What- 
ever the music critics may say 
about the fine points of the com- 
position, the presentation, running 
about 20 minutes, was an interest- 


‘ing and absorbing combination of 
|music and accompanying modern 


dance choreographed by June Tay- 
lor. 

Hit of the elaborate production, 
with 50 musicians and 76 dancers 


taking part. was the “Modern 
Blues” section with socko blues 
danced in graceful visual move- 
ment by an excellent all-Negro 
group of gazelles. The dance. 


spiced by some racy bits. told the 
Story of a love triangle on a Har- 
lem street. 

Opening movement of the com- 
position, “Theme,” was conducted 
by Gleason in one of his most se- 
rious moods. He's evidently not 
fooling around when it comes to 
music. Third movement. “Period 
Waltz.” was perhaps the least siic- 
cessful of the three June Taylor 
dances, being in 18th Century vein 
of powdered wigs but updated with 
leggy gals, with the fourth canto. 
“Formal Grand Finale.” a visual 
stunner with superb lighting effects 


}and camera work spotlighting a 


mass movement of rhythm. At 
finis, Gleason brought out Miss 
Taylor and Ray Bloch, the maes- 


i tro, for a well-deserved hand. ~It 
| was 


a commendable out-of-the- 
—_ presentation, and a patent 
rit. 

Rest of the CBS-TV show was 
understandably curtailed, with 
Gieason in a “Loud Mouth” skit 


| (with the script having more ac- 


tion than usual for a more solid 
short play, and Art Carney prov- 
ing again he is one of the most 
talented character actors around) 
and a short 
monolog, which is about the best 
method to sneak over straight gags. 
Merv Griffin was the featured 
singer. Sounding uncomfortably 
like Jimmy Stewart. he did so-so 
“Melancholy Serenade” and 
better with the faster-tempoed 
“Trolley Song.” 

In the commercials, Nescafe is 
emulating the Gleason format by 
presenting its pitch in sketch form. 
with good gag effect. Schick seems 


| to be making a mistake in its mes- 


sage of sending U. S. soldiers in 
Korea electric razors, and Fran 
has too much 


script to read. Hore. 





“Life In New York”. made some 
good use of the headlines in last 
week's Varrery—plus others which 
were contrived for this program— 
to tie together an otherwise make- 
shift view of backstage show busi- 
ness. The “inside the trade” at- 
mosphere itseli generated on this 
WNBT-Life Magazine documentary 
Sunday (31) was genuinely in- 
triguing. But the narrator used 
to integrate the show biz segments. 
Ben Grauer, veteran trouper that 
he is. was surprisingly. off the 


‘beam. He was caught by the cam- 


era muttering to himself. fluffed 
several cues. and obviously hadn't 
familiarized himself with his lines. 

In an attempt to depict Manhat- 
tan as the national headquarters of 
show biz, Producer Dick Krolick 


rd and Directer Bill Harbach tried to 


piece together live interviews and 
films compiled by March of Time. 
the NBC Library and Ted Croner. 
It began with Grauer questioning 
comic Arnold Stang, who was read- 
ing his Varrery in Sardi’s Res- 
taurant. ; 
A closeup shot of the May 27 is- 
sue’s banner headline. “Rookies 
was the 
jumping off point for showing films 
of a tyro actress wearily making 
the rounds of Broadway agents 
‘only to be met by a rash of “No 
Casting” signs). It was followed 
by an interview with Ralph 
Meeker. who told how he hit the 
bigtime in “Picnic.” but was wor- 
ried by Equity statistics on the 
paucity of legit jobs. Graucr 
clinched this downbeat hit by re- 
chestnut abeut 


“Joe the Bartender” | 





,_ hind-the-scenes view of Betty Field 

and Vicki Cummings rehearsing 
for that evening's live “Philco 
Playhouse.” Sylvester L. (Pat) 
Weaver, NBC's board vice-chair- 
man, displayed an informal charm 
and a melodious voice, as he told 
in an interview thhow excited he was 
about color TV looming on the 
horizon. 

Easily the most absorbing seg- 
ment was an interview with Max 
E. Youngstein, veepee of United 
Aftists. following a reference to 
VARIETY's to-do over Hollywood's 
3-D Jeebies. A bona-fide glimpse 
into the‘problems of picture pro- 
motion was given as Youngstein 
pointed to the ads contemplated 
and rejected for “Moulin Rouge.” 
until the studio settled on the sexy 
one revealing a can-can dancer's 
leg flinging into the air- The ve- 
teed ads may have been more valid 
in representing the tone of the 
picture, Youngstein said candidly. 
but he was interested not in valid- 
ity. but in luring customers to the 
b.o. Viewers easily forgave him 
this mild “deception” after he 
showed them on the screen afi €x- 
cerpt from the really exciting can- 
can dance clipped from “Moulin 
Rouge.” 

There may well be a good TV 
show developed yet, using VARIETY 
as its structural format. but itll 
have to be slicker than “Life In 
New York's” attempt. Rask. 


.-e-_ 


Edward R. Murrow’'s 
From London” on C-Day minus 
two this past Sunday (31) agaim 
‘accents the magic of TV's potency. 
While in actuality a vidpix—we 
have yet to span the oceans with 
zoomars and image orthicons—it 
was obviously a freshiy filmed and 


“Report 


fast own closeup of London in its: 


feverish pre-June 2 expectancy of 
the great event. Murrow had 
Charles Mack and Bill McClure 
as his ace lensers in pre-Corona- 
tion London, and. with co-producer 
Fred W. Friendly, all combined 
into a skillful half-hour panorama 
of the British capital in its many 
facets, from the West End to the 
ghetto, from the Saville Club to 
the fishmonger, all in loyal antici- 
pation of the crowning event 
Abel. 





Martin & Lewis did their blow- 
off “Colgate Comedy Hour” last 
Sunday (31) on NBC-TV. It was 
one of their worst. 

The theory of relativity 
much beyond Einstein's concep- 
tion when the masterminds put 
Mrs. Jerry Lewis into a singing bit 
with her husband and then had her 
solo something called “My Daddy. 
My Hero, My Love.” There was no 
reason why she rated a bigtime 
teleshow other than this trick of 
nepotism. The duo could be fiirt- 

|ing with their rating. but perhaps 

the exit layout was deliberately 
timed. since the team is off for 
London bookings and the public 
will have forgotten the incident by 
next season. 

The script was incredible and 
even the w.k. M&L antics couldn't 
get the show off the ground. The 
penny arcade sketch was full of 
trivia and visual cliches, excepting 
Lewis’ live fingers in the digger 
machine bit. As for the plane do- 
ings with Martin as pilot and his 
pard as steward—and that very un- 
funny = fizzing finish—it 
would hardly rate an amateur 
night slotting. 

About 10 minutes before the 
tape, the hour woke up via the high 
kinetic hoofing and challenges of 
the Four Step Bros.. who were 
joined by the stars for a creditable 
bowout. Dick Stabile orch was at 
its peak for ‘his segment. Martin 
handled a couple of tunes here and 
there. For some bizarre reason. 
Janet Leigh and Tony Curtis were 
intreed at the start and that was 
the last of the film couple. Trau. 


went 





Lee Wiley, a vet songstress who 
\is ranked among the top stylists 
in jazz circles, lends an offbeat 
mote to the otherwise pedestrian 
“TV Dinner Date.” an across-the- 
board early evening show on 
/WOR-TV. Miss Wiley. 
buts on video here, is an intime 
nitery performer who seemed to be 
slightly uneasy before the imper- 
sonal TV cameras on her kickoff 
‘show Monday (1). Her song pro- 
'jections, however. were excellent 
with the subtly turned phrasing 
and unusual vocal quality that has 
made her caviar for the cogne- 
scenti and a stickout on this show. 


the Fabulous Invalid always ail-. She delivered several standards. 


ing but never dying. 

Stang to Va- 
nent head- 

line, “$30,000,000 Vidpix Pro- 

duction; 48 Series Set To Roll by 

Year's End.” was made the excuse 

for reprising a scene from “For- 


including “I've Got a Crush 
You” and “Manhattan.” 


series, handied a couple of num- 
bers in okay style with Emerson 
Buckley's orch contributing some 
instrumentals im somewhat lack- 


| Tele Follow-Up Comment 


For a diamond in the rough.; eign Intrigue” plus showing a be- lustre fashion. 


| by lack of action and too 


who de-. 


| Tony Martin and 
On impart name value and with good 


| 


s | supportihg 
/ Ziggy Lane, a regular on this tained a qualitative 





Show alse has a 
“mystery composer” contest, which | 
is not integrated into the format. 
and shapes up as another plug 
among the four or five made in 
behalf of United Cigar-Whelan 
Stores. erm. 





On the basis of his sleuthing last 
Tuesday night (26) on CBSTV’s 
“Suspense,” Sherlock Holmes, the 
Conan Doyle gumshoe, is not ready 
to throw his deerstaliker cap inio 
the regular television ring 

The play, “The Adventure of the 
Black Baronet,” adapted by Mi- 
chael Dyne from a new post-Doyle 
series of stories written by Adrian 
Conan Doyle and John Dickson 
Carr, was the first “live” Holmes 
telecast as an experiment to de- 
termine the tele-ability of the w_k. 
character for a weekly series. It's 
part of a Doyle revival, with a 
play due on Broadway in the fall 

Basil Rathbone, who'll do the 
play, stalked through “Baronet” as 
if he were Holmes. whom he had 
portrayed countless times in radio 
and pix. His performance was a 
knowing one, as was that of Mar- 
tyn Green, the expert Savoyard 
who—mustached and monocled— 
was in his first straight dramatic 
tele role as Dr. Watson. The two 
on whose expressive faces director 
Bob Mulligan wisely ordered man) 
closeups. gave their characteriza- 
tion a depth that overflowed the 
shallow script. which was marked 
much 
talk 

With all the emphasis on Rath- 
bone and Green, there was little 
attention for the others in the 
play A houseguest of the Sir 
Richard Lovingtons is killed. and 
Rathbone deduces in jigtime that 
it was a blade hidden in a chalice 
(an accident) that was the cause 
and not the Lovingtons ‘Mary 
Howard and Anthony Dearden). 
who each wanted to take the rap 
to cover for one another. 

The solution was a surprise. but 
then any solution would have been 
a surprise since the viewer could 
hardly have built up suspicion in 
the short introductcry appesrances 
of the possible suspects. As has 
been noted before, s half-hour tele 
play is hardly the vehicle for an 
oldfashioned whodunit, which re- 
quires a number of suspects and 


| considerable strewing of red her- 


rings. There’s no time for such 
elaborateness in some 23 minutes 
of playing time. ‘In “Baronet” 
more was bitten off than could be 
chewed. 

Playing of Rathbone and Green 
was impeccable but regrettably 
wasted. Miss Howard and Dearden 


‘had little to do. Settings by John 


Ward, exterior and interior of a 
castle. weresuperb in the Martin 
Manulis production. Hora. 





New York originations of “The 
Orchid Award.” which bowed the 
week before from the Coast on 
ABC-TV. kicked off Sunday (31). 
with Bert Lytell hosting Rex Har- 
rison and Lilli Palmer. Pair came 
up for their award for the 10 roles 
they play in Peter Ustinov’s “Lov> 
of Four Colonels.” and in the 15- 
minute period, managed to give a 
sampling of each role. 

That “Orchid Award” wil] de- 
velop into a top tele property; 
seems a certain bet. since format 
lends itself neatly to showcasing 
top stars in all fields of show busi- ' 
ness, and Viceroy Ciggies secm 
willing to foot the bill for top 
names. Marguerite Piazza is on tap 
for next week, with Eddie Fisher 
set to follow the week after. 

But Sunday’s airing. for all the 
versatility of the Harrisons and 
the charm of Lytell. evaporated | 
into a trailer for the play. with | 
little in the way of solid entertain- 
ment in the quick vignettes. It 
would have been more satisfactory 
to have staged a scene from the 
play. and let the interviewing 
‘which merely had the Harrisons 
outlifing the plot of the play) ride 
on some of their other experiences 

ves 


gn ge . 
In di contrast to the 
Rosemary y 


little in the way of production , 
trimmings, but was nonetheless 
technically smooth. Lytell showed 
savvy and ease in his handling >of 
the program which bodes well for 
future stanzas. Chea. 


_ Ed Sullivan maintained his pres- 
tige even against the opposition of 
Martin & Lewis on his “T of | 
the Town” on CBS-TV (31). ith | 
Jose Greco to’ 





acts, Sullivan main- 


pace. 
Martin, who has been a top 
singer for more than a decade. 
relied om an Al Jolson medley as 

(Continued on page 38) ’ 


OPERA YS. JAZZ 
With Jam Peerce, Alan Dale: Nan- 
cy Kenyon, emcee 
: Fred Heider 
Director: Charles Dubin 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from N.Y. 

“Opera Vs. Jazz” is a good pro- 
gram title and ABC-TV ought to 
come up with a show to fit. The 
current layout is strong on the 
operatic end, with Jan Peerce ably 
pitching for the longhairs, buat 
where is the jazz? On the preem 
stanza recently, there wasn't a hot 


note around anywhere and the 
case for jazz was presumably ex- 
pounded by crooner Alan Dale. 


Dale is an okay singer but his pop 
style is as far removed from the 
jazz genre as Peerce’s classic pip- 
ing. 

Aside from the misleading title, 
this show is staged without bounce 
or even the suggestion of a musi- 
cal controversy. On the kickoff, 
Dale came on first for a couple 
of ballads then Peerce followed 
some Italian arias, then Dale and 
Peerce once more against a stiffly 
formal background of drapes. As 
femcee Nancy Kenyon briefly in- 
troduced the singers by warbling 


a few notes of each ture and 
joined with Peerce and Dale in a 
finale trio on “I'm Falling In Love 
With Someone.” The ABC Piano 


Quartet supplied a couple of pol- 


ished instrumentals on one pop 
ballad, “Lover.” and the popular- 
ized version of Tchaikovsky's Pi- 


ano Concerto Her 


I'M NOT AFRAID 
With Tommy Halloran, Lee Haupt- 
man, Florence Savoie 


Producer-director-writer: Herman 
Kroll 

36 Mins.; Sat., 4:30 p.m. 

Participating 


WOR-TYV, N. Y. (Film) 

Though not particularly original 
in story content. effective use of 
the camera and a minimum of 
dialog lifted this half-hour film out 
of the routine meller class. Produc- 
tion offered as part of WOR-TV’'s 
Saturday afternoon “Action Thea- 
tre” (1:30 p.m.-5 p.m.) was sub- 
titled “Into The Night.” Initial 
portion of the yarn relied on the 
camera and a simple narration by 
moppet Tommy Halloran to set the 
scene. It wasn't until show's mid- 
way point that an exchange of 
dialog was utilized. Jack Shaind- 
lin’s musical score also helped to 
give program a suspenseful! air 

The attempted poisoning of a 
rich widow by her newly acquired 
spouse provided the basis for story 
offered. Main character in the 
proceedings, however. was the 
woman’s five-year-old son. around 
whom most of the attion centered. 
Fact that husband planned to do 
away with both his wife and her 
son was obvious. Despite tele- 
graphic plot, production managed 
to sustain interest. One or two 
sequences could have used further 
explanation. 

Acting by Falloran, Lee Haupt- 


}man and Florence Savoie filled the 


bill. Film was written, produced, 
edited. lensed and directed by Her- 
man Kroll. Jess. 


TAKE A WORD 
With Allan Edwards 
Producer: Dick Firestone 

rector: Hugh McPhillips 

Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 8:25 a.m. 
WNBT, New York 

This is a five-minute loca! insert 
in NBC-TV’s “Today.” and as 
such it serves its purpose neatly. 
Allan Edwards sits at a desk with 
a dictionary and comments on the 
sources of various words and 
phrases. aided and abetted by 
some neat art work, including car- 
oons. To sustain day-to-day in- 
terest, he conducts a mail contest, 
giving a defination or situation 
calling for a specific word and ask- 
ing what the word is. 

Etymology can always he 
counted on to capture interest, 
especially im capsule doses like 
this. Choice of words and visable 
embellishments make this segment 
an okay one. Only ible com- 
plaint by the audience is that it 
may come a bit too early in the 
day. Chan. 


GERALD W. JOHNSON 
Directer: Ed Sarrow 


/15 Mins.; Sun., 8:45 p.m. 


ABC-TV, from Baltimore 

Couple of months ago. when 
Drew Pearson was dropped at ABC 
Radio, he let loose a biast against 
the network. declaring that fewer 
liberal commentators were being 


| allowed on the air. ABC's news and 
| special events veepee Tom Veloita 


denied the charge. and in substan- 
tiation network. in cooperation 
with WAAM-TV in Baltimore. is 
airing the liberal views of Gerald 
W. Johnson. author and commen- 
iator. 

Choice of time, however. is un- 
fortunate, in that Jdéhnson isn't 
likely to get too many viewers. con- 
sidering the fact that he’s slotted 
opposite the windup ef both NBC- 


(Continued on page 33) 
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Wednesday, June 3, 





BE IT RESOLVED: 





That we, the television affiliates of the National Broadcasting 
Company, who today at Princeton had the privilege of reviewing in detail 
with General Sarnoff the position of RCA and NBC in broadcasting and 
television hereby reaffirm our complete confidence in the National 
Broadcasting Company and heartily endorse its program as revealed to 
by General Sarnoff. 

This confidence is predicated upon the unquestionable 
zeadership displayed by RCA and NBC in radio and television over the 
past years and the steadfast belief that General Sarnoff's position 
with respect to color television and various other current and future 
developments in the broadcasting field are fully as sound and unerring 
@s previous decisions and predictions which he has made including his 
prophecy of the assured future of television, pronounced at Atlantic 
City in 1947. 

The rapid approach of color television and RCA's tremendous 
strides in that area in our opinion more than justify our confidence 
in our future as NBC affiliates, and a careful analysis of the present 
and projected program and sales plans of NBC leaves us with the conviction 
that they cannot be successfully assailed by expedient competitive 


attack or propaganda. 


In this confidence we adjourn our meeting with unanimous 


epproval and endorsement of the R.C.A.-N.B.C. program as outlined to 


today. 
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Webs Test Vistascope, Cost Saving | 


Lens Makes Photo Sets Look Real 


A leas device which will make’ 
possible the effect of highly real- 
istic settimes. art worrk and even 


year to the setworks. with 7% 
weeks minimum lease. 
Cameras usimg the devire are 


net excumbered by & They cam 





wnderwater seemes im televisiow af soom pam and tilt to the limits of 
an infinitesimal cost is currently the mat and os live action: the 
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Freee’ Ivvencua 

Vistascooe is a Freoch invention 

which fim peoducer Sei Lesser 


Bveer Perkins and Clarence 
Fulcman’s iSpiecre KYW orch 
The special variety show will 
to WPTZs 21 years of 


tribute 


rquired rights. Paramount. which telecasting. The proceedings will 
% fer motion pictures. be attended by Mavror Joseph Sill 
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for 52 weeks. 
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from the Roosevelt 
the CBS unit is set up 


tial system 
rotating color dr 
large projector 
radio relay 
York Hospital 
Center and 
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ide Stuff—Television 
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= 
ANTA’s upcoming fall dramatic package, “ANTA Television p',.. 
house.” is being bandied by the William Morris office. Series halt. 
hour one-acters will come from the catalogs of Samuel Frenc: and 
Walter Baker Co. of Boston. while following list of stars have az-». 
to appear im the series: Bobby Clarke, Hume Cromyn and Jes;:-, 
Tandy, Judith Evelyn, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Nina Foch. Rex Har-:;,.. 
and Lilli Palmer, Walter Hampden. Helen Hayes, Peter Lind H:-». 
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amd Mary Healy, Celeste Holm. Audrey Hepburn. Raymond MW... 
Basil Rathbone. Peggy Wood and Josephine Hull. Richard H:- 
wul produce, with Vimtom Freedley associate producer. Team - 
tatimg directors will be used 

ABC-TV programming de - 
week with addition to the : 
Kari Gericke Riddleberge n 
vudget department. moves 
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- @ your od dollar 
$2 your soles message scores” 
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IMPACT 


. GACAUSIVE GALES OFFICES: 







: 


Think this is impact?—wait 'til your sales pitch feels the impact 
of the dynamic WLW Stations. Wait "til you've seen how your sales 
batting average jumps when you're on the WLW sfations. 

The secret? — 


“i 
it’s as simple os 1-2-3: Soe 


Sok 
Me. 


So, when you think of impact, think of the C rosley WLW Se 


CROSLEY broadcast 


s directed, 


NEW YORK . 


CiNCINNAT) . 





The WLW radio and television stations cover more 
than 1/10th of America. A lot of 
lot of things. 
The WLW Stations have the talent. the programs, 
the facilities to do a super selling job on your 
products—give you more for your moner 
The WLW Stations have the only Chent Service 
3) . Department in broadcasting to give your advertising 
as *s the plus of promotion and iS 

“A that insures sales success. 


people who buy a 


merchandising 


200s, 


OAYTON © COiuwaus © 
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8 corporation 


bg . SLL wosce 
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NBC's Coronation Coverage 
lopped All Networks 





FIRST PICTURES 





America saw photos of the Coronation ceremonies on 
NBC-TV nine minutes after they were taken in London 
... the greatest photo news beat in history. No other 
network telecast Coronation pictures until hours after 
the event. 








FIRST FILMS 





A-tual motion pictures of the Coronation were televised 
at 4:14 p.m. on NBC . . . bringing the entire spectacle 


first to most Americans. 


MOST COVERAGE 





NBC-TV telecast more hours of Coronation Day than any 
other network . . . and was the first network to fly on-the- 
scene observers to report the event in person to Ameri- 


can viewers on the same day. 





LARGEST AUDIENCE 





NBC’s Coronation coverage reached more people than 
any other radio network. (5:15-7:45 a.m. Tuesday ... 
only ratings available when we went to press.) 

During the past year, NBC leadership in news and 
special events coverage has been written over and over. 
The political conventions, the presidential election, the 
inauguration . . . literally every important event was 
covered more completely and seen and heard by more 
est-rated news programs are on two networks: NBC 
Radio and NBC Television. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 

Robert S. Wiedt, for past few 
years handling 
count, named senda im 
charge of the Industrial Division 
at Dave Alber flackery . . . ABC- 
TV will telecast the sixth annua! 
Congressional Basebali Gam a from 
Washington Friday (5) at 8:30 pm 
.. . RedneyClipp, DuMont’s chief 
enginer”. elected presi ident of the 
Technical Societies Council on 
NW. Y. last week . . . Namey Crag 
named “TV Mother ‘of the Year 
by Cardinal McCloskey School and 
Home of White Plains . . . Singer 
Lee Witey steps into vocalist niche 
on WOR-TW's “TV Dinner Date.” 

with Jean Martin exiting the show 
... Beb Downing, who returns to 
DuMont’s “Captain Video” for a 
three-week acting stint, celebrates 
hi: 20th wear of thesping this week 
g's 2lso an author and stage man- 
ager im the legit field . . . Singer 
S NBC- 
TV's «“Kate Smith Show™ this 





week Edith Barstew inke 
chore raph | Eadie Aapers's Noth 
NBC- ; 7 ABC-TV's 
2 
- ase * } 14 * i= 
Republicans nationa! convention in 

Rapid City. S. D.. June 1! 

Jimamy Bilaime replaces Sa Wil- 
Hams on ABC-TV's “Music From 
Meadowbrook.” the Saturday eve 
ning remote . WOR-TV's “His 
tory in the Making.” with commen- 
tor Rieh=rd Tebin, moves from 


& 15-minute Saturday night slot to 
@ cross-the-board status 


James Daly replaces Jerome 
in the “Foreign Intrigue 
telefilm serics mext fall .. . Jerry 


Landay, ex-WNEW, replaces Elaine 
Leadon, exiting for motherhood, as 
assistant producer of the “Tex and 


Jinx” AM show ... Dereen Lang 
Signed te guest on “Mama™ Friday 
5 J. FB. Lemamer of “Victory 
at Sea™ crow now producer-director 
for Screen Gems Brederick 
Crawferd starring im mew Screen 


Gems telefilm series “Manhunt.” 
Karen Lindsren signed for “The 
Web” next Sunday 7 John Ww. 
Leveten, telefilm producer of “Mr 
and Mrs North” and the new 
_ Topper. his Coast offic 
last week after N.Y. biz Paul 
Tripp au “Lamp Unto 
My Feet” scripts—one last Sun- 
day (‘31' “Farewell Road.” with 
Patricia Collinge. and other next 
Sunday ‘7! an adaptation of the 
Book of Job. with Tripp as the 
; Bill Colleran 
“Your Hit Parade unti il 
end of run in midsummer, repia 
ing Clark Jenes, who's working on 
the NBC-CBS tele Ford S0th anni 
show. New signers to Ford show, 
June 15, are Marian : and 
Wally Cox . Karen Chandler to 
guest star on Eddie Fisher NBC-TV 
Coke show June 24 and 26. .. 
WHEN, Syracuse: KTNT-TV. Ta- 
coma, and KCTY. Kansas City. 
— TV Hooperatings subscrib- 

: Peter Gray had lead in 
“Plainclothesman” on DuMont iast 
Sunday (31). 


Hollywood 
Video thesps Bill Bishop and 
Lyn Osborn to Baja. Calif., on va- 
cash . Dick Plewman joined 
KTLA ” flackery, replacing Bob. 
Reagzn, inducied into Army. . 


off to 


EWI aS £45,5°407 





of 
Dariey. 


. Labs ac-| upped to producer berth also. Pro | Sarnoff 





ection Bela Kovacs) 
oimed to “Lact ucer re | 
| ABC-TV show .. . Screen Writer $} 
Guild prez Dick Breen scribbling 
specia] material for upcomime 
Cerebral Palsy telethon on KECA- 
TV June 3-6 John Wehriem 
named controller for KNBH 

Chicago 


—_ 
nmaied 


Herbie Mint: now being ha 


by Jack Russell . . . Kay Ashter- 
Stevens to debut new show Via 
WBKB on June 12 . .. NBC con- 


troller Johm Wehrbeim to KNBH 
Ernie Simeon to conduct cur) 
stone interviews in front of Trib 
une Tower for WGN-TV ‘ R. 
Martin Perkins, of WNBQ’s “Zoo 
Parade” has opened a mew 200 ai 
Marvel Cave. “Branson Mo. . ° 
ommentator Alex Dreier to jom 
the Bob and Kay Show for a daily 
headline rep rting stint Danny 

o Neil t k in focus after an err 
r Jieamy Featherstene no Om 


the Jack Russell staff 


FCC Okays June 9 Test 
Of Skiatron Fee-TV Bat 
Bars WOR-TV Sked a 


Washington 





. a 
June 2 
rr 





Skiatron Radio & TV Corp. ma! 
conduct fit demonsir 
tions . ber-Vision sy¥s- 
tem of pay-as-vou-see TV, but may 
not put serambled pictures on the 
zir during regular commerci2! 


broadcast hours, FCC has informed 
WOR-TV. New. York, which is co 
operating with Skiatron in testing 
the system 

The Sebscription-Vision system. 
which employs a perferated card 
to unserambile the images. will be- 
series of demonstrations next 
Tuesday (9' in the Belmont-Piaza 
Hotel. N. Y.. to show kinds of pro- 
grams suitable for fee-TV. 

While advising WOR-TV at 
oficial sanction is not required 
ayy tests. FCC 
warned that “nothing shall be done 
that will create the impression in 
the minds of the public that Com- 


2) 
q by 


gin a 


th 


ior tne c 


mission approval has been or 
be. given such a system.” 
Commission further informed 


the station that its present author- 
ity to transmit scrambled signals 


during non-broadcast hours should 
be adequate to determine technical 
feasibility of the system. 


on KLAC-TV... Mike Dever | 


onitted that the Betwork made mis- 
takes. and that money would be no 














Contineed from page 25 


in a bid to acquire an o & o TV: 


‘empire. Clincher came when. in 


jreminding the affiliates that the 


spoils of the compatible color TV 


system belonged to NBC, Sarnoff 
read a letter from CBS board ebair- 
ordering 


man William S. Paley 
RCA. color equipment. fer Ceium- 





Mercedes McCambridce 
here from N. Y. 


{ 
a 


EN 


——— 
7 


hale) 


. Sam Benson | 
subs for vacationing Dick Haynes Sarnoff left no ‘doubt that the 
——— 


The 


has a 


bia. 


‘skying ; 
wrapped it up. 


in the Heart 
of the 


Mountain West 


served by KDYL-TV 
current 


income of $1.088,171,000 


area 


Coverage in 4 states! 


Rapidly Growing 


That, many agreed, literaily 


effective buy- 





;zled like a golliwog’s, 
tof giving herself 
| so-called, short-cut, 
| home permanents.” 





i 
Bs 
ra 
i 
R 
Li 


meet be 


: him ‘te conti aaa No other 
immediate admunistrati ve char 
ere contemplated 

In essence, too, off was put- 
ing himself and the NBC brass on , 
srobation. Having made promises 
t's recognired ail too well that th 
network will have to deliver 
remises before the end of 


e 


on 











Automsetives 


Contineed frem page 24 














network (NBC and CBS? Ford 30th 
zmumiversary tele show June 15 


All this warm weather car biz 
tay be stimulated by automotive 
iz that experienced a payoff by 

ne through summers, such as 


the Lincoln-Mercury dealers wiih 
Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the Town, 
DeSoto and Plymouth with 
Groucho Marx’s “You Bet Your 
and Oldsmobile with the 

Douglas Edwards newscasts. But 
that’s not the whole answer. The 
auto industry, with higher prices 
added to end of the postwar 
splurge of consumer buying, is en- 
tering a rough period of competi- 

The new models frankly need 
pushing. It has also been found 
that through tele more recent used 
cars (one and two years old) are 
being turned in for new ones, 
whereas formerly four and five 
year-old cars were being used as 
tradeins. This has spurred the 
used-car pitch of many deal ers 
on TV. 

Beyond summer. there was other 
car business in broadcasting settied 
last week. Oldsmobile, as it did 
last year, bought a 15-minute pre- 
football broadcast on NBC-TV, pre- 
eeding its parent company General 
Motors’ sponsorship of the 12 
NCAA gridiron games Anoth 
GM division was reported all set 


Life.” 


tan 
a2ULi 


to buy a postgame 15-minut 

riod In addition. Willys Motors 
renewed its sponsorship of the 
New York Philharmonic for next 


season over CBS Radio. 

Car advertising in broadcasting. 
tradesters feel, will contipue on the 
upbeat since the motor companies 
are merely entering the fight-to- 
sell period. 

In Detroit, car men are said to 
be talking of radio as a good sum- 
mer buy (with increase in car-set 
listening) and of the tele, impact 
of Groucho Marx and Ed Sullivan. 
Latter is also lauded for his per- 
sonalized selling off the air (via 
“live” appearances locally), a meth- 
od that will be increasingly in de- 
mand, with perhaps even Milton 
Berle (Buick sponsored? hitting 
the road next season. 


- 












Hudnut | 





Continued frem page 25 


as a result 
“one of those 
non-neutralizer j 


Toni Kitties Up te FTC 

Toni, whose national advertising. 
tincluding seven radio and TV 
shows, runs to $12.000.000 this 
| year, felt its hair rise on end in 
;outrage. The Chicago company, 
| which produces. the neutralized 
i Toni home kit as well as the non- 
neutralized Prom, filed a legal ac- 
tion with the Federal Trade Com-} 
mission. It contended Hudrut’s at- / 
tack was “disparaging and untrue.” 

But by that time, P&G. spend- 
ing well over $8,000,000 on radio 
and TV to ballyhoo its neturalized 
Lilt home permanent, also got into 
the act. Its pitch boasted that 
Lilt “gives a far better wave than 
any no-neutralizer product ... At 
best, those No-Neutralizer waves 
are only semi-permanent . . . last 
only a short.time!” 

P&G has stopped blasting the 
opposish, since it came out with 
its own non-neutralizer Pert. (A 
non-neutralizer home permanent 
employs the air to set a wave, 
rather than the chemical fixative 
needed in a neutralizer home kit.) 
Helena Rubinstein, using spot TV 
heavily, exploited the ad vendettas 





‘and Beyd Siegie, of WIPA 


| 


Centinued from page 38 

of butterfat and four cents from every hundred-weight of milk sojiq 
during May end June % help Gemny choles. spemess Beh Bob DeHaveg 
WCCO. Saturday morning. record show . Ralston Purina Co. — 
to sponsor KSTP-TV “County Road” Tuesday and Thursday noon sh 
aimed at rural dialers. Show garnered over 500 columns of publicit i; 
im outlying areas during its first five weeks on gir... Universi: ty, 
| college amd public school representatives making renewed drive ;, or 
statewide educational TV which recent legislature turned down 
Wife of Leu Gelfand, St. Paul Pioneer Press-Dispatch sports writer 
won $350 “Dr. Christian” radio script and appeared on CBS na : 
broadcast. 


IN. PITTSBURGH ... 


Bill Cullen fiying in from New York to m.c. the Variety Cir 
thon Friday (5 . . Newscaster Beckley Smith renominated for 
place the Mt. Lebanon School Board . . . Cari Ide pinch-hittir 
for vacationing Dave Murray on Fort Pitt Brewing Co.’s “The W 
Tonight” on WDTV . Derethy Daniel so far is the only paid emp! 
of local education channel 13. which hopes to start building in a fe 
months. She’s the wife of Reyal Daniel, m.e. of Sun-Telegraph 
Jan Andree’s platter shows on WPIT are in the early evening so he 
gone to work in the daytime as manager of the Ajax Employment 
Agency in McKeesport ... Jimmy Murray, manager of KQV. was 
reelected treasurer of the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters, 
in Washington, Pa.. won a place on the 


‘e 
tT 


on 
Vis 


oard . . . Bruce Hoffman has replaced Betty Friedman in the Harry 
Kodinsky agency. 

Jim Hughes just started his 26th year in the wi AS program depart- 
ment Leo Carille an Duncan Renaldo, the “Cisco Kid” tea - 
TV. have been signed to headline the annual Police Circus at Forbes 
Field the end of next month . Shirley Gray, traffic manager of 
WDTV, got an engagement ring from Miles Sherman. who works for 
Federal Rice Drugs ... Burt Harris, former Channel a director- 
producer, will be produ ction supervisor of the Stark-Layton summer 
replacement package, “Ladies Choice,” out of eee. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Dorothy Fuldheim, WEWS commentator, was made an honorary 
member of the AFL Fire Fichters Union for her work in presenting 
to the public firemen’s problems and difficulties on wages and working 
conditions” . . . Cuyahoga County Bar Assn. will put legal experts on 
TV to answer legal questions submitted by the public . . . Jee Mayer 
has moved from WEOL to announcer-disker at WDOK where he'll 
do a “Mayer of the Afternoon” show. His brother, Bill. does a “Maver 
of the Morning” on WGAR ... Ted Sliwa nas been named assistant 
sales manager. WTAM . “The Ohio Story” celebrated -its 1000th 


program under sponsorship of Ohio Bell Telephone Co. with WGAR 
carrying current series ... Chuck Bang is doing the WNBK pickup 
at the Painesville harness races Wednesday 10:30 p. m. for Gold Bond 
Beer . . . Mort Fleishmann has left New York to work on the Jehnny 
Andrews show over WTAM-WNBK . . . Beb Smith. WGAR flack. head- 
ed for. and Florence Roth. wiw flack. back from New York City ‘ 
Al Hendersen, formerly with WIAM-WNBK. named public relations 
director for Case Tech 


IN PHILADELPHIA... 


Denald W. Thornburgh. president and general manager of the we AU 
Siations, received awar q from Fourth Naval District (28) im recognition 
f WCAU's service to the Naval Reserve and contributions to nat ional 


defense . Dr. Robert K. Alscivem, consulting psychologist, has 
Started Mon -Wed.-Fri. program on WKDN, Camden, N. J.. on child 
care and parent guidance Bob Menefee. WIP announcer. has been 


elected president of the Phitadel phia Chapter, American Federation 
of TV and Radio Artists, end will represent this area at the July 
cenvention in Los Angeles . Ruth Geri Hagy’s “Junior Press Con- 


ference” has moved its Sunday time spot an hour forwa rd on WFIL- 
TV and the ABC-TV net, to the 1 to 1:30 p siot ... Jom D. 
Scheuer, Jr., executive assistant to the general manager of the WFIL 
Stations, has been named“chairmen of radio and TV. for the 1953 
Humanitarian Award Dinner of the Deborah Sanitarium ... Tem 
Moorehead’s “Sports Corner.” weekly five-minute news and analysis 
segment following WFIL-TV’s boxing telecast from New York (Mon. 
10 p. m.) is sponsored by Adams ‘Clothes Agency for account is 


Ralph A. Hart. 
Topmiller Upped 


Bros. has also jumped onto the Cincinnati, June 2 
bandwagon by promoting its non-| Advancement of Charlies H. Top- 
neutralizer Shadow Wave on radio| Miller from station manager to 


™ 
bas 





which incorporates both the neu-| 
tralizer and non-neutralizer. Lever | 


;and TV. ae ef WCKY became 
Richard Neison (Wishbone) ie ective Monday (1). 
Harris. prez of Toni. malehaliea! He joined the L. B. Wilson st2- 


(that Hudnut'’s 





by coming out with Three Way, 


negative campaign 
was based on a aes grapes atti-| 
tude, but it ended with Hudnut | 


ition in 1930 as transmitter engi- 
neer, became chief engineer three 
years later and was made manager 
jin 1947 after overseas service with 
the Officé e of ¥ War A dS 
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TH IS IS YOU R Cc UE ! For in the nation’s second Tv market, WBBM-TV is already packing 


your customers in. Today, WBBM-TV attracts one of every three viewers in Chicago’s average audience, all week 
long...a share larger than the next iwo stations’ combined! And it’s only the beginning. wBBM-TV, Chicago’s 
Showmanship Television Station, is creating one of the nation’s great TV show places ...with new faces, new 


talent, strongest possible programs. To assure yourself the kind of performance that makes sense—and sales— 


discuss availabilities with WBBM-TV Or CBS TELEVISION SPOT SALES. You're om next, on... WBEM -TV 


: Channel 4; CBS Television's Key Station in Chicago 
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his major piece. For one who has| 
reached_Martin's — it seems} 
basically poor policy to rely on 
material too readily identified with 


anvone else. Jolson mecdicyists 
abound and although Martin has 


zh style to get by oa his own 
naterial had a too familiar ring. 


+ 


Martin has the tumes and the ability 
3 should leave these overiong 
tes to the lesser performers 

Greco, who wound up at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Empire Room, ex- 
hibited Ravel's “Bolero.” choreog- 
raphed by the late La Argentinita 
an made this segment a vivig 
‘ bo of music, hoofing and cos 
tuming. Greco is one of the top 
flamencaists of the day and he 
walked off a winner. 

In a curious way, the St. Thomas 
Military Academy drill team did 
quite 2 lot of flamenco on its own. 
Their short, mincing steps prod- 
uéed the effect of the Castillian 
folk art. This drill team repre- 
sents a lot of discipline and appli- 
cation. They did quite well for 
themselves 

Myron Cohen told a few stories 
effectively. His dialect yarns, a 
staple in cafes, are similarly yock- 
producing in this medium. He has’ 
# good demeanor both in his 


straight gab and laugh lines. 
Making their first appearance on 
this shew, Ross & La Pierre scored 
with Ross’ impressions of instru- 
ments and songs. In the windup, 
Walter Slezak, Henry Daniell and 
Will Kuluva charmed their way) 
with a scene from “My Three 
Angels,” current Broadway legiter. 
ose. 





Unusual, timely and forceful 
drama was presented by “Danger” 
on CBS-TV last Tuesday (27). 

An original by Jeremy Daniel. 
“Subpoena”™ was a first-rate writing 
job detailing the dilemma of an 
average citizen called to testify 
against a bigtime gangster before 
a@ crime commission, with prison 
for failure te do se and hoodlum 
threat of death if he does 

Moral problem wat underscored 
by the fact that the citizen's testi- 
Wlony concerned a boyhood inci- 
dent which would pin a perjury rap 
on the hoed. whe had escaped pun- 
ishment for other more vicient 
misdeeds. 

ddie Albert played the citizen 
convincingly, reacting normally by 
first wanting to rum away, then 
trying to shift his individual re- 


sponsibility -to law-en‘orcement 
agencies. and finally realizing— 


after the orly other witmess is 


“accidentally” killed—that to fight | 


evil is everyman’s responsibility. 
Suspense war maintained throuch- 
out the play as Albert, as a dentist. 
struggled to escape it inescapable 
decision. effect was achieved 
* man 
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the cameras made dy director 
ney Lumet. Hildy Parks. as a n 
and the dentist's fiancee, was at- 
tractive amd more than adequate | 


ing role. Bob 
b as the 
Martin 


in a slim support ; 
Simon did 2 stamtiout jo 
menacing gunman, and 
Kingsiey was fine th 
comedy pf the 
appearance. 


‘ 
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the a distri 
convincinbly than a c 
Thomas E. Dewey 
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Marking the fina] production 
the season for “Broadway; 
atre” on WOR-TY, 
producer Warren Wade 
curtain s h summaruwing the 
aims and accomplishments of the 
6 Broadway le s the program 


TY The- 
last week 
madé 

h 


giter 


has furnished thus far. He point- 
ed out that it had been his am to 
recreate some of the plays that 
were standards in the days of the 
stock amd repertory companies 
and said he didn he critics 
remarking t s f them 
creaked with age 

And if to be a iittic perverse 


about the whole thing. he present- 
ed as the final production of the 
season “The Witching Hour.” an 
Augustus Thomas play of i307 
vintage, which not only creaked 
but groaned under the weight of 
the years 

“Witchi Hour” is a polygot of 
themes, built around such diverse 


> 


& 


n 


of very little, “Before | Wake.” 
Seiot Zeatured attraction, didn't 
come off too badly. atti 
Considering, however, scrip- 
ter Sumner Locke Elliott was pen- 
ning a vehicle for as experienced 
and gifted an actress as Betty 
Field. he was wasting 
her talents on what was 





amount of suspense, but at mo time 
did the show reach true propor- 
tions. nor did it elicit amy great 
emotional response 
Fliliott concerned himself with 2 
»ve-blind } g girl who, after th 
ntal d ef the man she 

hinks is getting 2 divorce to marry 
her. is caught in a web of mis- 
nderstanding. In a very contrived 
ending her faith appears restored 
when she’s told by the widow that 
her man had indeed deceived her 
but had been plansing to £0 
through with the divorce Im order 
te be free to marry again. 

If this sounds like pretty thin 


stuff. the stream of dialog didn’t 
obscure this basic weakness. Miss 
Field suffered mental anguish with- 
out becoming maudlin about it and 
on the whole came through with a 
fine performance. Vicki Cummings 
as her socialite friend etched a 
convincing portrait, and Muriel 


h 
rr 


Williams sounded right as the 
estranged wife. Performance of 
Cynthia Latham im a bit part 


created an unexpected bright spot. 

If “Before I Wake” was meant 
for what it looked—just a good 
tear-jerker—Duff and Elliott did an 
okay job. If, however, their aspira- 
tions were higher, and the show 
was to primarily convey the pain of 
a woman who thinks herself de- 
ceived by a dead man, the quality 


both his and} 
decidedly 
a slice of mediocrity. There were | 
the usual twists, and even a certain | 


| and, 


needed fust wasn't there. Hift. 


Tele Reviews 


Centinued from page 31 


subjects as mental telepathy, poli-' 
tics, murder, heredity, hypnotism 
of course. love Principals.) § 
are a reformed gambler. his old 
flame. her son who's in love with 
his niece, a Supreme Court Jus- 
tice ‘who was in love with the} 
flame’s mother) and a conniving 
district- attorney. As for the plot, 
it’s even more complicated. Suf- 
cient to remark that everything 
comes out all right 
m the face of a 








ee 








ITV's “Colgate Comedy Hour” and 
CBS-TV's “Toast 
Also unfortunate, but something 
that can’t be helped, is the fact 
ll this. it’s not}that Johnson's speaking voice is 


very surprising that Robert St. | mot very articulate, and the queru- 
Aubrey S  adapration and staging lous tremors of age sometimes 


were confusing, and that an ordi- | squeak in. 

marily able cast headed by Iam} These are the minuses. But there 
Keith couldn't make any semse out | are plusses, in what he has to say. 
of it. Keith did his best in a part! For all the lack of vocal vigor. 
difficult to believe, while Lawrence | Johnson’s comments are of the old 
Fletcher was okay as the da Sarah | school of forthrightness and direct- 
Burton was perhaps the most be-/| ness. Speaking against the current 
vlievable as the gf and Wright | policies of the Eisenhower admin- 
King handled the role of the son | istration, he prefaced his summary 
nicely. Wade, who accasionally | of the week's happenings by re- 
steps into a role, was okay as marking that the events would help 
justice. 


the “TV Theatre.” reviving some} went to the crux of the pe 
plays that deserved renewed atten- | administration problems. 


Chen. 


of the Town.”| 


the country along the road to an- 
Wade has done a fine job with | other war. And just as directly, he 
lexing 
or all 
ition. But “Witching Hour” was the disadvantages and the need of 
| concentration, the program makes 


Inside Stuff—Radio 

Station WMGM., N. Y.. and Hutton’s Restaurant, West 5ist St. (N.Y ) 
eatery, regard the $105,000 suit against them by vaude mentalis: 
Ralph Slater as smacking something of publicity. Midnight “jabber. 
jockey” Henry Morgan, who originates from Hutton’s over the indie 
station, was not named co-defendant although published reports have 
it that both engaged in a mike hassle. in actuality, Slater walked of 
the Morgan mike podium, following a frank crack by Morgan tha: 
“conditions never seem to be right” when he invites mentalists 
do their hypnotic stuff. Slater allegedly came back to the eatery 
hours but there were no fisticuffs as has become an impression. 
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The idea bandied about the radio networks a few months back 

producing low-budgeted al shows featuring wk disk stars 

about abandoned. Concept was that the webs could eliminat 

the cost of a large orchestra, special arrangements, rehearsa! 
the use of a large studio simply by having the singer introdu 

own records, without specifically pointing up the fact that th 
disks h 


i - 


ect Tr 
ule eins 
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“” G 


few 


7, 
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nd 
It was felt that impression could be given this was 
show. Where the project didn't work out too well. however, 
hat after a short time, there were no records left to spin 


ere 


~—- | 


tt that 
minute cross-the-board musical show, for example, uses at 
records a week, and after a month, there ate few artists who h 
many of their own disks left to play. 
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. James M. Gaines. General Televadio Inc. veepee, is the new prexy 
of the Radio and Television Executives Society. Other officers are 
first veepee George T. Shupert, vee(-senera: manager of United Artists 
TV Corp. second veepee Robert J. Breton, BMI veep; secretary 
Claude Barrere, biz consultant, and treasurer Joseph A. McDonald. 
who is also NBC treasurer. 

New board of governors includes G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NAM 
radio-tele director: Elliot M. Sanger, exec veep and general manager 
of WQXR: Reggie Scheubel, co-owner of Wyatt & Schuebel, Inc: 
Marvin Kirsch, veep and biz manager of Radio-TV Daily; Lester Gott- 
lieb, CBS Radio program veep; Chris J. Witting, director-general 
manager of DuMont net; Bruce Robertson, senior associate editor of 
Broadcasting-Telecasting Magazine; Don McClure, TV producer: Eu- 
gene Katz, prez of the Katz agency, and Robert W. Sarnoff, NBC veep. 


- 





Zenith Radio Corp. will use AM radio to pitch FM sets at the con- 
sumer, via six hours weekly of symphonic music on WQXR, N. Y. 
Times station. Programs will be sponsored on both AM and FM, but 
while the AM conimercials will pitch Zenith clock-radios, with the 
stress on the virtues of FM, the FM spiels will be institutional, plugging 
static-free reception of the FM sets 

Six hours to be sponsored consist of “Symphonic Matinee,” at 3 
p. m., Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and “Midday Symphony.” 1 
p. m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Contract, placed direct, 
runs for 13 weeks. 





WOV, N. Y. indie specializing in Italian and Negro fields, has set 
up a Community Service Division, under the direction of Hazel Sharper, 
former city saleg manager of Avon products. Miss Sharper, also a 
former newspaperwoman, has set as her first project a series of touring 
beauty clinics and fashion shows for neighborhood presentation to 
aid fund-raising activities of local civic and church groups. Shows, 
to be called “Glamorama,” will utilize products of the station's spon- 
sors, thereby tieing in both public service and merchandising. New 
operation has also set into motion a central clearing office for an- 
nouncements on the station by local church and civic groups. 


TV Balicasts 


Continued from page 277 =; 
on broadcasts it dropped in 1951, | vision manufacturing industry, may 


‘when the Department of Justice | ‘throw strength against it. How- 
\threatened antitrust action. Con-|°¥®, there is strong popular senti- 


























| rewarding listening, both for the 
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not one of them. 
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Sinee it's never been suggested | sympathetic liberal and the con-| 


that the soa a type of melo-}servative who wants te get his) 
drama onal not be elevated to | blood up. n. 
no 


RENFREW OF ROYAL MOUNTED 
3@ Mins.; Sun., 3:00 p.m. 


WCBS-TV, N. Y. (film) 








Mounted” films have been edited 
to fill this 30-minute slot over) 
WCBS-TV. Program, geared pri-| 
marily for juve audiences, is a) 
minor league entry. Show will 
probably have a tough time keep- 
ing the kids in on a sunny Sun- 
day. However, it might suffice on! 
a rainy day. Initial story was a 
trite yarn concerning a ray capa- | 
ble of incapacitating aircraft in| 
flight. ; 

Airer started off with a rousing | 
song delivered by a troop of moun-/ 
ties on horseback” However, ac-| 
tion then switched to a lab where 
an obviously mad inventor was 
working on the anti-aircraft ray, 
which when finished was to be 
turned over to an enemy power. 
Aiding the quack was a scientist 
who had been duped into working 
on the invention on the premise 
that it was a secret U.S. Govern- 
ment weapon. Show's title char- 
acter got into the act via his in- 
vestigation of a plane crash caused 
by the ray. 

Characters and dialog were all 
stereotyped, while, cutting of the 
original film left some gaps in the 
continuity. Jess. 


Moore’s Producer Status 


David Moore, with CBS Radio's 
public affairs dept. since June, 
1951, has been upped to status of 
producer, 

He has worked as tape reporter 
and editor on such programs as 
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relay system between 
sallale hic] ama loMmolalaleim GBA « 
ewers. WTTV is owned 


s Tarzian and 


b 


y YY Hm wea ated Nightmare” and “The 
ace ple Act,” and recently pro- 
ASSOCIATES , ine. duced the documentary, “The 
hice a ies ; Green Border.” He's now assigned 


to production planning on the net's 
Feature Project decumentary se- 
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Old “Renfrew of the Royal) 
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| gress is pianning on a midsummer 
adjournment. } 
The subcommittee, composed of 


|Johnson, Sen. John W. Bricker | 
| (R-O.), and Sen. Andrew F.' 
Schoeppel (R-Kans.), recently | 


heard testimony from the baseball | he 
industry that the minor ieagues| W9uld go on the air with test pat- 
| are doomed, unless major league | 


broadcasts in minor league terri-| 
tory are curbed. Baseball's big! 
brass, from Commissioner Ford | 
Frick down, agreed that if the! 
minors fold, organized baseball is | 
through. | 

Little in the way of opposition 
testimony was presented before the 
subcommittee. The National Assn. 
of Radio and TV Broadcasters sub- 
mitted a letter, but did not ap- 
pear at the hearings. Only wit- 
ness against the bill was Gorden 
McLendon, former head of the de 
funct Liberty Network, who was 
forced to stop his re-created base-. 
all broadcasts when the majors 
withdrew radio rights. 

Possibility of passage of the bill 
this session may depend on how 
long Congress takes to wind up its 
work. If the Senate votes the 
measure, and there is time for the 
House to consider the legislation, | 
chances ef enactment will be en- 
hanced. Much depends on whether | 
the House Interstate Commerce 
Cemmittee will hold h 


' 


earings on 
the bill. If it does, the Sewodeante’ 
in 


g industry and, possibly, the tele- 





ment for the bill from minor league 
towns, which could result in House 
passage. 





San Angelo, Tex. —Westex Tele 
vision Corp.. owners of KTXL-TV 
re. announced that the station 


terns July 7. It received its con- 
struction permit last November, 
just gotten in a five kw 
DuMont transmitter. 














= 


Eileen BARTON 


LATEST CORAL RELEASE 
“POT LUCK" 
“A PRETTY GIRL MILKING 
HER COW" 
Dir.: MCA 
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sources said it was actually 4:17. ; 
And CBS, the loser in the entire 
deal by sticking to its originally- 
scheduled jet-fiown films, came on 
at 4:22 p.m., roughly seven minutes 
late. 

While CBS and NBC, preceding 
televising of the films, focused 
their cameras on Logan Airport in 
Boston, awaiting the arrival of 
their jets, ABC had a pickup of 
ceremonies in front of the legisla- 
ture in Ottawa, a ceremony nearly 
2s colorful as the Coronation i‘self 

Among the claims and counter- 
laims came one from NBC offi- 
cials, in Boston, to the effect that 
while NBC was carrying the pro- 
gram on 63 stations, ABC was feed- 


Liz Whoop-de-do 

















HCL (High Cost of Liz) 


Continued frem page 1 


ting only one. ABC, in N. Y.,| 
promptly advised that program was 





_—— Cemtinued from pase % ——— 


well as getting into the proclama- 
tion the wording that “CBS Tele- 
vision has long enjoyed 
of leader ship in broadcasting in 
€ ald of news coverage 
NBC-TV, also at Boston's Logan 
Airport for come oe gee coverage 


a position 


aking. with result ‘that NBC 
~ <abbed off some recognition 

The competition between the 
two nets has stepped up consider- 
ably during the last few nienths. 
In April CBS-TV, long panting on 
the financial héels of NBC-TV. 
overiook the opposition in gross 
billings. After initial crisis jitters, 
NBC-TV_ started slugging back, 
with Genera] David Sarnoff. RCA- 
NBC board chairman, making it 
plain that he was in the fight to 
the finish for all around su- 
premacy. 

Even more interesting to the 
trade is the fact that the fight. un- 
like a redhot National League 
pennant race, can never have a 
finish without the total collapse 
of one of the scrapping networks 
(highly unlikely), with a resulting 
depression of rates throughout the 
industry. A feverpitch competi- 
tien, in other words, is a symptom 
of industria! health. 


being carried on 13 stations. An- 
other issue was the actual time of 
braodcast; still another the ques- 
tion of who picked up whose feed. 
NBC-TV, taking its last minute 
lead from CBS, got on the air with 
the BBC films. while CBS- TV 
cameras at Logan Aijirport sti 
were shooting the landing of the 
P- 51 Thu nderbird, the CBS-TV 
shuttle p! ane from Goose Bay 
‘Bef. ore the switch to CBC cover- 
age, the race looked like a wire 
finish between CBS’ Joe DeBona. 
fiving the Thunderbirc. and NBC- 
TV's Stanley Reaver, flying the 
Paul Mantz plane. after NSC’s 


» secret weapon. an Electric Canber- 


ra two-engined jet. flying directly 
from Black Bush Airport, 34 miles 
from London, was forced to reiurn 
to Engiand because of a foul fuel 
line. The jet left England at 6:24 
a.m. EDT. and was to have arrived 
in _ Bost on at i pm. This would 
have gi ven NBC a clear beat 


W ith the secret weapon, revealed 
by NBC. eV six hours before its 
takeoff, out of the way, the fiving 


horse rece began at Goose Bay. 
where DeBona and Reaver picked 
up the BBC film prints, which had 
been jetted across the Atlantic for 
pool distribution on an RAF Can- 
berra jet bomber which left Lon- 
don at 8:36 a.m. EDT and arrived 
in Goose Bay at 1:45 p.m. 

But with Reaver taking off from 
Goose Bay at 2:33 four minutes 
after DeBona, something had to 
be done. and Charies C. (Bud) 
Barry, NBC program veep, and 
William McAndrew, NBC manager 
of news and public affairs. did it 
at 3 p.m., while arranging the CBC 
pickup. 

So while CBS won the plane race 
and NBC took the television honors 
between the two, it was ABC which 
Sat in the catbird seat. On radio, 
too. ABC pulled a unique stunt. 
While all other nets used the offi- 
cial BBC pickup of the Abbey cere- 
monies, ABC had Ted Malone 
sitting by a monitor of the BBC-TV 
telecast and describing the scene 
from the monitor. 

Proceedings started on the radio 


BBC-TV’s Top Coverage 


Lenden, June 2. 
Television’s marathen Coro- 
nation ceyerage today (Tues.) 
neared perfection with a 2'%- 
hour Westminster Abbey cere- 
mony featuring intimate close- 
ups ef Queen Elizabeth and 
every detail of the rites. Hailed 
as a technical triumph, trans- 
mission was received on thea- 
tre screens threughout the 
country with unanimous re- 
perts of firstrate definition. 
The BBC-TV service opened 
immediately prier te. the 
Queen’s departure from Buck- 
ingham Palace te the Abbey, 
and included. extensive pro- 
cession coverage. Return jour- 
ney from the Abbey was cov- 
ered in minute detail, spotlight- 
ing every aspect of the spec- 
tacle. Heavy rain throughout 
the day failed te dampen pub- 
lic enthusiasm, despite the fact 
that large numbers teok up po- 
sitions 36 hours ahead of 
schedule, and the entire route 
was packed overnight with 
campers. 














Brit. Get Tint Feed 


Group of 200 British hospitalized 
children and members of the press 
got their first glance at color TV 
yesterday Tues when  Para- 
mount’s Chromatic Television Labs 
together with Pye, Ltd.. broadcast 
the Coronation ceremony via the 
Lawrence chromatie tube system 
to the London hospital. 

Par prez Barney Balaban told the 
film company’s annual stockholder 
meeting in N. Y. yesterday that 
the colorcasts, the first in Britain 
proved successful. Balaban also 
said the Par theatre television 
process was being viewed by ca- 
pacity audiences in Loudon’s Plaza 
Theatre. 





nets at 5:15 in the morning, con- 
tinuing through most of the morn- 
ing and resuming from time to 
time, with the Queen’s address 
highlighted in the afternoon cover- 
age. On tele, NBC started “Today” 
at 5:30 a.m.. while CBS-TV began 
15 minutes earlier. Both nets used 
the radio shortwave facilities with 
stills, facsimiles, film clips and 
drawings. 





ABC announced a record-smashing 
| $4,700,000 in new time billings for 
the week ending May 22, with 
finalizing of deals with five major 
advertisers for the fall, in the first 
real burst of sales activity for the 
web since the February merger 
with United Paramount Theatres. 
And DuMont announced record 
sales of $6,000,000 for the month 
of May, a new high for the net- 
work and especially important 
when viewed in light of the fact 
that the entire gross for the net 
in 1952 barely exceeded the $10,- 
000.000 mark. 

Interesting to note. in the case 
of ABC, that the figure represents 
time charges only, since none of 
the programs sold is a network 
property. DuPont is moving over 
its own package, “Cavalcade of 
America,” from NBC for weekly 
exposure in the fall; “Snmetlin’ Ed Mc- 
Connell and His Gang.” for Brown 
Shoe Co. is a vidpix series in which 
McConnell himself owns .an inter- 
est: “Pride of the Family.” the 
Paul Hartman starrer which 
Armour and Bristol-Myers will al- 
ternately sponsor, was produced by 
Revue Productions, the MCA sub- 
sid, and will be syndicated outside 
ABC markets by MCA-TV. Ltd., 
and the Pepsi-Cola-sponsored dra- 
matic show slated for Friday nights 
will also be an outside film pack- 
age. 

ABC's ‘Mere to Come’ 

With properties like Danny 
Thomas, Ray Bolger, George Jes- 
sel, Joel Grey and Will Mastin, 
not to mention the Hal Roach- 
produced vidpix and the network's 
“Album” properties, yet to be sold. 
gross figures will be far higher for 
the net when production and talent 
charges figure in 

On the DuMont front, most of 
the billings came via Westing- 
house’s deal ‘for sponsorship of the 
professional football games, plus 
deals with individual clubs for 
additional telecasts ta be sponsored 
by Atlantic Refining and Miller 
Brewing. But also -giving the net- 
work an additional lift was the 
entry of Hazel Bishop and Toni 
into the summertime tele picture 


Nets’ $25,000,000 


Continued from page t 


with “Your Big Moment,” re- 
placing Bishop Fulton J. Sheen for 
the summer, International Shoe 
Co.'s buy of “Tom Corbett, Space 
Cadet” for an August start, and 
the switch over from ABC of 
Charles Antell’s “What's Your 
Bid?” 

Another factor in the increased 
billing on the part of the two 
smaller networks has been their 
ability to provide greater clear- 
ances. DuMont reports a jump of 
76°o for its average network clear- 
ances for commercial shows over 
a year ago, while ABC in the past 
few months has been moving up 
fast with clearances on top shows. 
One factor has been an increase 
in affiliates since lifting of the 
freeze—ABC has 113 and DuMont 
116 affiliates. Naturally, figures are 
misleading in that so many can't 
be cleared for a show nor are there 
advertisers willing to order that 
many markets. But at the same 
time, the nets have found them- 
selves able to deliver'a greater 
number of markets, and, in cases 
where sponsors have started shows 
in a limited number of markets, 
they've been able to expand their 
station lineup without any treuble. 


‘Dp: ? ° 4. 

Big Top’ Aerialist Hurt 
Philadelphia,.June 2. 

Mrs. Nina Karpowa, aerialist 
with WCAU-TV's “Big Top” pro 
duction, was injured during a re- 
hearsal (29) in a 25-foot fall from 
a trapeze in Camden's Convention 
Hall. 

The trapeze artist. who was re- 
hearsing for a Memorial Day tele- 
cast of the circus program, struck 
a wire in her downward plunge 
and broke the fall. She was taken 
te Cooper Hospital, Camden 


— 








Cleveland—Oldsmobile Dealers 
of Greater Cleveland have picked 
up the Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
weather pitch, WNBK, 6:40-p.m. 
with Glenn Rowell doing the re- 
porting, assisted by puppeteer Cy 
Kelly. Fuller-Smith-Ross is the 
agency 






































Thrilling, action-packed 1/, 


THE GREATEST PRE-SOLD AUDIENCE 
IN-TV HISTORY IS WAITING FOR HIM 


MICKEY SPILLANE 


The “HOTTEST” Guy in America Today! 
Pre-sellimg . ... 7 rocks writen. Over 23,000,000 copies sold! 
Pre-selliing « « «city comic sip in over 200 papers 

ES TO eet 


due for national build-up and release in July! 


Pre-selling . 2 « = Nine page fecture article in LIFE. Lead stories 


in other top national magazines! 








Pre-selling . .. tre mickey Spitione rodio show “THAT HAM- 
MER GUY” snags top rating on over 400 
Mutual stations coast-to-coast Tuesday nights 


at 8! 
e 


AND NOW... FOR YOUR TV SPONSORSHIP 


hour episodes available for Television. 
IT’S A CHARLES B. MOSS AND RICHAR® LEWIS PRODUCTION! 





for 


... but these twe 
LEWIS PRO 


PREMIER: THURSDAY 
JUNE 4th, 9 P.M. 


Lilli Palmer ... 
Rex Harrison 
“THEATRE FOR TWO” 


ABC RADIO PLAYHOUSE 


America's Favorite Dramatic Couple in a different great 
play ecch week. Only two people and a narrator in each 
are Lilli and Rex! Available now 
ip! S A CHARLES 8. MOSS AND RICHARD 


CTION! 

















NOW ON THE AIR 
ON ABC-TV! 


“Quick as a Flash?’ 
Starring BUD COLLYER 


A great radio ‘panel show .. . éven greater on TV! Sponsored 
on alternate Thursdays at 10:30 P.M. by THE THOR CORP. 
through Henri Hurst & McDonald. Carried over 30 stations of 
the ABC Television Network. Amviaite VO VOU Set ae? 
on alternate week basis. IT’S A CHARLES B. MOSS AND seep 
ARD LEWIS PRODUCTION! 








~ 





CHARLES B. 


RICHARD 


218 West 49th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


a _s __--* 





IT'S A MOSS and LEWIS PRODUCTION 
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Cisco 


Kid Rides Supermarket Circuit; 
$1,500 Plas 7, Ain't Just Groceries 





Hollywood, June 2. 4- 


Supermarket showmanship has 
ereated 2 vast new entertainment 
circuit for Duncan Renaldo, the 
“Cisco Kid™ of telefilms. Between 
actual lensing of the vidpix. he’s 
been touring the country. playing 
an over-growing circuit of stores 
industrial promotion affairs and 
rodeos. This year, hell devote at 
least three months to steady tour- 
ing—at a2 minimum of $1.500 pilus 
expenses and a percentage for each 
day 

Since launching the personal ap 
pearance kick gn a moderate basis 
im Detroit three years ago. Re- 
nalde has played to some 2.000.000 
persoms. The figure does not in 
cinde attemdamce at rodeos and 
fairs where he appears with Leo 
Carilio, whe plays Pancho im the 
Ziv TV series. Renaldo works the 
commercial circuit alone 

The treks have convinced 
nalide that it is no lomger the banc 
that rocks the cradle that rules the 
roost. It 


Re 


ne 


s the kids themselves who 
dominate family habits—and their 
addiction to television favorites o5- 
viously determines parental 
Bes. 

At the Washington Home Show 
for example, $6.000 persons turned 
out, the vast bulk of them drawn to 


ctivi- 


Renaldo’s stand where he chatted 
with the kids, gave autograph, 


pictrres amd gave 2 
lecture em the danger cif 
gums. He took the kids on a tour 
ef the exhibits, pausing to demo 
strate a stove and wound up a 
ing fapjack: by the hundreds. 
The smallest crowd be has 
played to. im touring the country 
fer openings of mew supermarkets. 
or to provide a mame attraction to 
beest merchandisime events. was 
65.006 people. During the course 
of the trel be has passed eat 
12356.008 Cises Kid photegrapis— 
free in accordasee with bus decision 
eot te force parents toe spend 
money to satisfy junior’s bere war- 


ship. 
Thus far, Benalde has played 
only the wearily 106 markets 
witch the vidpix are seen. 
“The impact Aas been tremen- 
dous,” be declares, “but with it is a 


semse of respomsibility i realize 
now how television penetrates the 
family circle—and hew careful we 
bate to be te do nothing in cur 
series that will effend.~ 





Baltimere—WBAL-TYV has signed 
ecosboy crosmer, “Texas Jim” 


Robertsom. toe handle its schedule 
ef western shows. In addition 
Robertson will have his own show. 
“Sagebrush Corral.” 


=| vim, 








Mew sterring oa NECY 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Seterdays, $9 P.M. EDST 





| ‘Recital’ TV Pix Back 


a <r 
“TV Recital Hall.” the filmec 


series of concert soloists, wii be 
the summer replacemert tor te 
“Hall of Fame™ program ‘Sancays 
at 5 to 5:30 p.m). whem the Latter 
and its sponsor, Hallmark Cares 
take 2 hiatus aiter e ¢ of 
June 28 7 : 

Recital.” dSdegane July 3 
rides the NBC-TV airwaves = 2 


sustainet 








me 2 = eeu 
rastcille acts. New } 

Bersxxht Belt” will new > user 
as a testing ground for new wid 
pix series. United Television Pre- 
grams, vidpim distributer. bas 


‘ome oD with the idea of preview- 
ime some of its fall series im the 
heart of the Catskills. amd will kick 
of its showings weekend of ‘ome 
IS at the Evans Hetel tm Lact 
Sheldrake. NW. ¥ 

UTP will screes the Roland 
Reed-oroduced qisnceicthomer 
‘Rocky Jones. Space Ranger.” and 
Will distribute “reaction cards” to 
the kiddies viewing the shew. Also 
set for showimgs. for the more 
adult audience. are the mewly-ac- 
quired “Signet Circle Theatre” and 
‘Enchanted Musie™ series. There's 
2 possibility that the mew Henry 
Morgam vidpix series will alse be 
siow 

Distri’ feels — cam get 2 fair 
sampiing of pw opinion for the 
shows from the tests. At the same 
time. hotel bas gomue for the idez 
from: beth am entertaimment and 
grestige point of view. Most of 
the imams show motion pictures any- 
way. at a rental Here they can 
get them free and at the same time 
use the “sever seem before” tag 
to baild up prestige for the inn. 





_ 1 5/MIN. TELEPIX SERIES 


| New series of 15-minute weekly 


telefilms. “Play Golf With the 


| Champions,” featuring > _ 
pros, has been produc Oy 
| Spartovtaten Ine. Consolidated Tel- 


| evision Sales will distribat:. 


| Palmer. All Besselink. Jim Ferrier. 
, Jack Burke, Jr; Tommy Bolt, Ted 
| Kroll, Dave Tony Hol- 
guin, E J. (Dutch) Harrison, Lew 
Worsham and Jimmy Clark. 


ing specia}ty, with each installment 
_also featuring a golf lesson through 





Met. William Moerris Agency 












Nine out of the top ten multi-weekly 
shows are on Channel 5 where over 
1,250,000 people view KSTP-TV 


| cartoons. Don Schwab directs. 





PAR TY WRAPS UP 
MAYFAIR MYSTERY’ 


Paramount Television Produc- 
tions. N. Y. is scouting around 
for a U. S. film star ef the stature 





of Douglas Fairbanks, Jc... te mar-) 


f 


rate introes for ms series of 15 
half-hour drama vidpix. ~Maytair 
Mystery Heuse”” now beitg coc 





sleted at the Riverside Studies & 
Londwc 

Biever of the whedunits ace 2 
eady Gt ie caw, 2ire ct IL e 
narrations. Theyre being : 
for Parameunt Oy. the g 
scodurers. Edward J. 2 
Lee Danziger, with Brune 
serioted by suthk Hollywood sce 
aarke Writers a¢ movelnt Paul 


oy lired 


and «lensed 


T2bert, : : 
filen cameraman. Jack 


Hime feock $ 
Cio. 
Meantime. Paramount 
sood bit im its syndicated 
The @oe-hour “Wrestlimg fro: 
Hollyweed™” series has been solid 
3) markets: the fve-tmmes2- 
geek 13-minute “Time Fer Beany” 
> maskets. Erskine Jqhmson'’s 
wiyweed Reel” a’ I> 


f@ markets 


reports 
vid pix 


From 
” 
t 


Space Cadet’ Financing 
As Entry m Telepx 
Thrown on Open Market 


Reckhill Productions, Inc. pack- 
ager of radie-tele shows, is ofer- 
img 149,000 shares of common 
stock at $2 a share through the in- 
vestment banking firm of Morti- 





mer B. Burnside & Co. Inc. to 
fimamce the telefilming ot its 
property, “Tem Corbett, Space 
Cadet.” 


Show, now of the air, is sched- 
aled te return to DuMont Aug. 23 


under the sponsorship of the In-; 


ternational Shoe Coa. irm has 
beaght altermate Saturday morn 
img airing of the show ‘on 3 st2- 


tioms), and has options on a 52- 
week-a-yecr basis. Net is negotiat- 
img for another alternate-Saturday 
spomsor. 
Move to film the program is to 
cash im om residuals. Property now 
commands some $10.000 a month 
from subsidiary rights. with 30 
putting out 100 “Space 
items, from clothing to 


teerme< 
Eis thi 


Cadet” 


toys. 


Fox Asks 146, Claims 
‘Lacy’ Contract Breached 


Los Angeles, June 2. 
Fred Fox filed suit for a mini- 
‘mum of $14,900 against CBS and 
Desilu Productions, charging 
\breach of contract in connection 
with the “I Love Lucw”™ series. He 
also asks an additional $200 for 
each film of the series produced 
until the case is settled. 
| Plaintiff declares he was hired 
_ orally in August. 1951. as film oper- 
| ations manager for the series but 
has not been permitted to work 
| since, October of that year. He 
‘claims the agreement called for 





Each player will exhibit his golf-| $200 for each show as long as the. 
series was on film. To date he has’ 


i collected only $700. 





| UTP’s Italy-Made Vidpix 


| United Television Programs has 
_ acquired sales rights to a series of 


_26 half-hour dramas being filmed | 


in Italy under thetitle of “Signet 
/Cirele Theatre.” Series, produced | 
by Andre Luatto, uses American 
actors in the leads and Britons in 
| supporting roles. Luatto has four! 
in the can and is currently shoot- 
ing 22 more. 

| UTP also is marketing the Gen- 
eral Film Productions’ stock 1i- 
| brary of five full reels. and is sell- 
j ing the library outright to stations 
| under the title of “Five Foot Film 
Shelf.” 


Weill’s Vidpix Prowl 

Jules Weill, prexy of Explorer 
;and Specialty TV Films, will be 
| back in New York this Friday (5 
) after a vidpix search in London. 
/Rome, Madrid and Paris. His local 
office reports he'll have a batch 





TV (Notably Vidpix) Taking Up Film 





Hollywéeod. June 2. 

Television has taken up a great 
deal of the gap in directorial em- 
ployment created by the ebb in 
motion picture production, as a re- 
sult ef a tremendous upsurge in TV 
the past six months, a survey of top 
talemt agemeies d Predic- 
tiems were made by the agents that 
tine be even brighter 
im the future for directors in tele- 


pix 


picture- will 


ro 
puma e 


Pin-pointing the prominence 
ing achieved by directors is 
inking of Robert Florey to di 
t oretta Young telepix series 
and for which he receive a 
participation. Florey has also been 


be- 
the 


rect 


Whit 


sigmed to direct “White Collar 
Girl.” ABC-TV pilot starring La 


raime Day, and produced by Hal 
Roach Jr. and will do this one 
before beginning his exclusive 
termer with the Young series. Both 
deals were set by the William Mor- 
ris agency. 

rT agency has about 20 di- 
rectors available for TV, and just 
about every ome of them is work- 
ing. Newest of the agency's motion 


— 


picture directors making the trans} 
tion to teevee is Leslie Cardos, who; 


last megged “Small Town Girt” for 
Metro, and is now entering the 
video picture. 

Morris office spokesman, affirm- 
ing that there is a definite upsurge 
im the directorial employment in 
TV. said the agency policy iaid 
down a few years ago to emphasize 
TV is paying off handsomely now. 
“Our directors can't keep up with 
the demands of television,” the 
agenmey rep commented. He also 
reported some directors draw re- 
run coin above the re-run pay- 
ments provided for in the Scree 
Directors Guild pact. 

At MCA, too, the directors are 


Ivy League Vidpix 
( id \ * S t 

Leslie Winik. prez of Winik TV 
Productions. N. Y.. disclosed this 
week his firm has finalized arrange- 
ments to turm out a series of hailf- 
hour vidpix of the Ivy League foot- 
ball games next fall. Each vidfilm 
will be shown the Sunday after the 
game. Every film will contain edit- 
ed down plays of the game. plus 
about seven minutes of comment 
by sportscaster Marty Glickman in- 
terviewing a coach. 

Meantime. Winik reporis that 
his 26 15-minate telepix. “Famous 
Fights From Madison Square Gar- 
den,” are currently sold in 21 mar- 
kets. This series contains selected 
shots culled over the last four years 
from his “Madison Square Garden™ 
package, which was seid in 34 mar- 
kets by the end of Mary. Winik 
made the move as result of the 


popularity of the “Greatest Fights 
of the Century” show. 


Showcase TV Packages 
As Legit One-Acters 


Hollywood, June 2 
The oldest of the showbiz media 
will be used as a showcase next 
week when television packager Jay 
Ingram presents a program at the 
Ben Bard Playhouse. Bard will 


mM 
- 


- 
Los 








handie physical production while. 


Ingram, who Scripted, will direct 
a trio of one-act plays. 

Plays are actually teevee Pack- 
ages which Ingram wants to show- 
case for telepix scouts. He's set 
Marilyn Nash. Harry Sturdy, Ano 
Morriss, Max Palmer, William Me- 
Lean. Lillian Powell and Rhodes 
Reason to appear in the shorties. 
“Dreams in Hock.” “Comie Strip 
Artist” and “Window to the Sky.” 


_ Cineinnati—George Bryant. disk 
jockey, has moved from WSAI to 
WKRC. where Warren Thomas has 
replaced Stuart Grey. announcer. 
who resigned. Jim Alt, former 
WKRC-TY hewscaster, is new an- 
nouncer on WSAI 





— 





Studio Slack In Directional Jobs 


extremely active in TV. «i: 


25 available for video ail busy —* 


assignments. MCA, like the \; erie 
office, has found in some instances 
producers will offer particip3:i,. 
deals for directors, and also stato< 
the emphasis on directors ary 
to have gaiped a new n > 
within the past six mont Z 
finds TV has a penchant for 2 
er directors, likes to give : 2 
trial and often finds thev nr 
have real talent on t 
screen medium. 

Heavy Rester 

Some of the top direct 

sigmments in TV are- Lewis 
“Ford Theatre.” “Ethel Barry. 
more” series. “Psevorite S 7 


Joan Davis 


Mare Daniels, : 
Schlitz Playhouse of 


Roy Kelline. 


Stars and Ellery Queen >» 
Gerald Mayer. Barrymore ; 3 
now helming series of 26 vidoix iz 
Israel; Arthur Lubin, “W Pre. 
miere:” Arnold Laven. Bar 2 
series; Sheldon Leonard 
Jeweler’: Showease™ and 


Runyon” pilot; Frank MeDx 


“Man Against Crime-~ Abbe B 
lim, “Life of Riley:” Lew Land 
Ford. Favorite Story co 


Kid.” “Terry and the Pirai 


die Cahn. “Jewelers Showc: 
Herbert Leeds. “Favorite S 
“Cisea Kid:~ William Thiele ive 


aleade of America:~ Harve F 
“Crown Theatres’ Ralph Mur 


various vidpix for Severeign Pro. 
ductions; Les Goodwins My 
Hero” and Ben Blue pilot: Ra 


Levy, Burus and Allen show. Jack 


Benny; William Asher, “I Love 
Lucy: George Cahan, “My Friend 
Irma;” Rod Amateau and Chris 
Nyby. “Private Secretary Bod 
Finkel. Demnis Day show: Dick 
Irving, Bob Walker and Len Mar- 
tinsom. Revue Productions series 
James Nielson. Ford: Seymow 
Berns. “Meet Millie:” Frank Wis- 
bar. “Fireside Theatre; Sam Nev- 
feld Ramar of the Jung! 


George Archainbaud. Derwin Abbe. 
“Hopaiong Cassidy.” William Beau- 


dine Sr.. “Wild Bill Hickok 4} 
Lewis. “Our Miss Brooks-” Rodert 
Plorey. Four Star Playhouse 
Erie C. Kenton. Sidmer Salk 
Holly Morse Big Town:” Ted 


Post, Bill Karn. Seblitz- Hal Yates, 
“My Little Margie:” Ozzie Nelson 
“Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet.” 
Eddie Davis. Paul Landres, * 
Kid.” “Favorite Story.” 


—————=——EEEe 


FOR SALE 


Cisco 



































NANCY GRAHAM WILLIS 


Contact Rei Purdy fer 


news of your Father. 
REGENT 27-7333 














/of feature films to add to the 18 
|TV features currently being ped- 
,; died by Explorer. ¢» 

| Meanwhile, Specialty’s series of 
half-hour Martin & Osa Johnsen 
vidfilms, “The Big Game Hunt.” : 


BETTER BUY RUICK 


(MELVILLE, that is!) 
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YANKS NIFTY NIPPON DEAL 





Gabler Gets ecra'sTopPop Spot | ABELESSETS UP 


In A&R Reshuffle; Coral Ups Thiele 


Decea Records carried 





the anticipated reshuffle of its art- 
ists & repertoire department last 
week with the naming of Milt Gab- 
ler as pop a&r chief. replacing 
Jimmy Hilliard, who resigned from 
that spot after an 18month tour of 
duty. Its understood Hilliard 
exited voluntarily-as a&r head and 
possibly will continue with the 
company in sorme other capacity to 
be decided upon when prexy Mil- 
ton R. Rackmil returns from his 
European trip. 

Gabler moves over to Decca from 
the subsid company. Coral, where 
he had been a&r chief since the 
beginning of last year. Bob Thiele 
Gabler’s assistant at Coral. has 
been upped to the top Coral a&r 
post. Thiele, founder of Signature 
Records, joined Coral last year 
after the latter company bought out 
Signature’s catalog. 


Gabler originally joined the Dec- | 


e2 label some 12 years ago as an 
a&r assistant and as a jazz expert. 
Gabler had organized one of the 
first jazz record outlets 
York back in 1927 with his found- 
ing of the Commodore Record 
shop. A few years later, he organ- 
ized the Commodore label for re- 
lease of hot jazz sides. Thiele, in- 
cidentally, was among the first disk 
independents in the field with his 
Signature label in 1940. 

Working with Gabler in the new 
Decea setup will be Paul Cohen. 
head of the folk and western op 
eration. and Leonard Joy. who has 
been in charge of the company’s 
religioso series. Si Rady will con- 
tinue to direct Décca’s longhair 
catalog which he launched 2 cou- 
ple of years ago. 

Hilliard, who joined the company 
in 1948, was Coral’s first a&r chief 
and moved over to Decca when 
Morty Palitz exited the a&r spot 
early in 1952. 


Kassner Settles Suits 
Vs. Jack Rebbins For 
956; Joins Stasny Firm 


The multiple suits and counter- 
suits between Jack Robbins. head 
of J. J. Robbins & Sons, and his 
ex-partmer Ed Kassner were set- 
tled out of court iast week via an 





rbitration decision of Federal, 


Judge Irving Kurtz. Kassner, who 
claimed a 50° interest in the 
Robbins publishing operation. was 
awarded $9,500 and was released 
rom a personal note of $4.500 
which he made at the Chase Na- 
tional Bank in behalf of the Rob- 
bins firm when he was associated 
with it as executive vice-prexy. 
Settlement of the Kassner claims 
now clears the way for a reorgani- 


zation of Robbins’ publishing com- | 


pany under the bankruptcy statute 
musie pub had listed liabilities 


of $345,000 against assets of $47.-' 


062. Most of the liabilities are 
debts to another Robbins firm, 
Consolidated Music. with the re- 
mainder mostly due to printers. It’s 
expected that the creditors will 
agree to Robbins’ proposal to pay 
off 100% .over a period of 
months to all creditors except 
Songwriters, who would get their 
royalties in 18 months. 

Kassaer will get his $9.500 with 
2 part cash payment and the rest 
to be paid off in one year. Kassner. 
formerly a British publisher and 
now a US. resident. has now tied 
Up With Stasny Music as part own- 
et im addition to operating his per- 
somally owned firms. Kassner also 
recently split with his British 
partner, Sidmey Brun, and now 
wholly owns several British pub- 
Lshing companies. 

Robbins, meantime, has moved 
out of his suite in the Brill Bidg. 
to offices on West 47th St. Rob- 
bins plans to concentrate on his 


through 


in New} 


RCA to Ditto Brahms 
In Toscy Symph Package 


As a followup to its recent lim- 
,ited edition of Beethoven's nine 
symphonies batoned by Arturo Tos- 
canini, RCA Victor wiil similarly 
package the four Brahms symphon- 
ies with Toscanini in ome deluxe 
album of long-play platters. 

Diskery execs have not set the 
price as yet. Release is set for 
the end of this rear. The Beetho- 
ven edition of 5.000 copies was a 
sellout at $50 per 


Indie Stations Balk 
At RCA Distribs’ 
$50 Fee For Disks 


,Current move by RCA Victor 
distribs to collect a $50 annual 
charge for longhair disks given to 
radio stations is meeting stiff re- 
sistance from numerous indie out- 
lets which are demanding the plat- 
ters cuffo or not at all. Victor dis- 
tribs imaugurated the $50 fee to 
cover a small part of the handling 
and service costs involved in the 
coverage of radio stations with 
their Red Seal catalog. 

Under the Victor program sta- 
tions would get a.minimum of 100 
Red Seal long-play platters each 
year for the $50. The retail value 
of the 100 disks totals some $500 
In addition, the distribs would fur- 
nish scripts for the programming 
‘of hourly shows six days a week. 

Numerous broadcasters, however, 
are up in arms against this deal. 
One station exec said the disk com- 
panies were getting “the good end™ 
of the radio tieup via the free time 
accorded to the longhair seiections. 
He asserted that he would be hap- 
py to pay the retail price of the 
disks if the distrib would agree 
to pay the station for the time 
used to play and promote the RCA 





| 


label. The cost of this free time. | 


he said. has only been the cost 
of the few pressings given to the 
station in the past. 


The hassle over 


the ilonghair 


disks does not in any way involve | 
pop tunes. The practice of sending | 


radio stations copies of pop re- 
leases to station librarians and disk 


jockeys has been long established | 


jand no company is planning to! 


stop it. ; 

The cuffo release of longhair 
platters. however, is a different 
problems since many stations de 
not pregram this type of music. 
The cost of servicing all stations 
with classical platters would be 
prohibitive and Victor distribs 
|were aiming at the relatively few 
outlets which do not use longhair 
music and were willing to pay a 
'mnominal charge for the stocking 
| of their libraries. 


ARMSTRONG HEADS 106 








SOLID COIN BASE Licensing Hearmgs 


The arrangement effected by 
Julian T. Abeles in Japan, on be- 
half of Harry Fox. trustee of the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn 
for the licensing of phonograph 
recordings and the collection of 
fees for his principal, is a com- 
plete innovation from all previous 
foreign agreements. It provides 
the publishers. for the first time. 
with a complete checking and 
auditing service. which has beer 
repeatedly advocated by both pub- 
lishers and writers as the only as- 
surance of proper returns. 

The most appealing feature of 

11s unique service iS that the 
overall cost is * substantially 
than under the prevailing licensing 
method which does not provide 
the checking and auditing fea- 
tures. This was effected by Abeles 
under an agreement with the Jap- 
amese Society of Rights of Au- 
thors & Composers. This society 
Abeles ascertained. was the only 
agency officially licensed by the 
Japanese government to represent 
foreign musica! interests. It is a 
non-profit organization operated 
under the direct supervision and 
control of the Japanese govern- 
ment. Its board of directors com- 
prises only Japanese officials and 
leading business and financial fig- 
ures. Its manager is the former 
Tokyo University head professor 
of accounting and economics it 
has heretofore functioned for the 
protection and licensing of alli 
rights to the musical works of its | 
author and composer - members 
publishers not being eligible for 
membership) and for the licensing 
of performing rights on behalf of 
foreign societies. 

Abeles induced JSRAC to amend 
its by-laws to enable it to license 
recordings and collect fees for 
Fox’s principals. This is the first 
time that a performing rights so- 
ciety Ras exercised such a func- 
tion. Being a government agency. 
Fox’s principals are assured of 
prompt conversion and payment 
in U. S. currency. government ap- 
proval of which is otherwise diffi- 
cult to obtain. 

Numerous checkers are em- 
ployed by. the Society to make 
daily -checks throughout Japan of 
ali phonograph records being. 
manufactured. distributed and of- 
fered for sale, and a thorough 
monthly audit is made of the, 
books and records of all local me-| 
chanical companies. Por this serv- 

Continued on page 48) 


Sammy Kaye Readies 
Musical Warfare Plan 


7 ~ 
835 





Sparked by the recent report 
from Dr. James B. Conant, U. S. 
High Commissioner in Germany. | 
that the Communist east German 
regime was taking drastic meas-_ 
ures to remove the “poison” of 
western dance music, Sammy Kaye 
is prepping “an organization of 
bandleaders to flood the Commis- 


|sioner’s office with platters to be 
beamed into the Seviet zone. Kaye 
| dispatched a letter to Dr. Conan* 


beat the Commie edict. 


_ COAST JAZZ CAVALCADE: 


Los Angeles. June 2. 

| Talent budget of around $10,000 
thas been set by promoter Leon 
| Heflin for his ninth annuaf .“Cavai- 
leade of Jaz” at Wrigley Field 
(7). Louis Armstrong 


\ heads the list. but Heflin now is) 
| scouting a replacement for Nat) 


(King) Cole, who was slated to ap- 





pear but now bedded following an. 


this week offering his services to 


According to Dr. Conant’s re- 
port the Soviet authorities were 
also suppressing such western type 
musie as boogie-woogie, bop and 
Dixieland. A Soviet ordinance also 
forbade amateur bands to play at, 
public or private gatherings. 

Another in Kaye’s musical war- 
fare plans submitted to Dr. Conant 
was the pledge of a steady stream | 
of pop sheet music to be dropped | 
behind the Iron Curtain. Kaye also. 


| expressed his doubts to Dr. Conant | 
that the Soviet zone officials would | 


. Assn. 


Vs. Soviet Nix of Jazz_ 


+ 


Battle Lines Drawn for Jukebox 


Opening Friday 





Gleason No Gag on Wax; to amen the 


Sells 200,000 Sets 


Tele comic Jackie Gleason's ini- 
tial disking effort, “Music for Lov- 


ers Only,” currently is pacing Cap-, 


itol Records pop album sellers. 
Album, which was released about 


four months ago, has passed the 


100,000 sales mark as the leading 
pop album seller in several key 
spots around the country. Glea- 
son’s followup album, “Lovers’ 
Rhapsody,” aiso is moving at a 
neat sales clip. 

Cap is now prepping a third al- 
bum, as yet untitled, for early fall 
release. Meantime. diskery is fete- 
ing press and disk jockeys at Toots 
Shor’s tonight ‘Wed.) to preem 
Gleason's single release, “The Pres- 
ident’s Lady,” 
20th-Fox film. 


Cap also is prepping an album | 


of Gleason’s original ballet com- 
position, “Tawny.” The ballet was 
preemed on his CBS-TV show 
Saturday (30) to critical plaudits. 


Ballroom Ops 
Ink Licensing 
Deal With B 


Ending a longstanding dispute. 
Broadcast Music, Ime, finally 
wrapped up a licensing pact with 
the National Ballroom Operators’ 
in Des Moines last week. 
New deal follows the- pattern set 
by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers in 
fixing the licensing fees on a per- 
centage of the gross receipts. 

The new contract takes effect 
July’ I and will run for three 
years. Before the pact. BMI was 
engaged in a running fight w 
numerous ballrooms which, it 
charged, had instructed bandlead- 
ers not to play BMI tunes so as 
to avoid the payment of license 
fees. The present deal gives the 
ballrooms protection against in- 
fringement. suits involving the 
BMI catalog. 

BMI prexy Carl Haverlin stated 
that operators, whe now are li- 
censed to BMI, have the right to 





| keep their existing agreement or 
i switch to the new formula. The 
‘old BMI formula fixed the license 


fees on a percentage of the music 
payrolis rather than the gross re- 
ceipts. 


AFM TO SMOKE OUT 





REEFER MEMBERS 


Hollywood, June 2. 
The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians is cracking down mem- 
bers using narcotics, and Local 47 


thematic from the 


Washington, June 2. 
The opening shots in the fight 
Copyright Act will 
be fired this Friday ‘5) when 
hearings on two bills to permit the 
licensing of jukeboxes are set to 
begin in the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee. Hearings will be held 
jointly on two bills introduced by 
Senators Pat McCarran and Eve- 
rett Dirksen, both aimed at with- 
_drawing the exemption to jukebox 
ops. 

Reps of the music publishers, 
songwriters and the licensing so- 
cleties are again expected to put 
up a strong battle on behalf of 
the proposed amendments. John 
Schulman, for the Songwriters 
Protective Assn., and Sidney Wat- 
tenburg. for the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., will handle the 
legal aspects while it’s expected 
| that prominent writers, including 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, will also 
testify if mecessary.. , 
| The jukebox ops. on the other 
hand. are prepping a last ditch 
battle against the bills. Reps of 
ithe juke ops may ask for a 
| month's adjournment of the hear- 
} ings to ready their briefs. It’s ur- 
| derstood that the juke ops have 
| been attempting to collect a big 
| war chest to fight such a Congres- 
sional eventuality. 

The differences between the 
;Dirksen and McCarran bills is 
ismall although the music pub- 
lishers would prefer the Dirksen 
}version. The latter simply pro- 
;poses an outright repeaP of the 
jukebox exemption from the copr- 
right law while McCarran’s bill 
would still retain the exemption 
for locations owning their own 
,coin machines. 

The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers is 
strongly in favor of the amend- 
iments since they see a vast new 
source of licensing revenue. Esti- 
mates of new revenue coin have 
ranged upwards from $5,000,000 
| although nobody is certain how a 
licensing program for juke ops 
could be administered. 


' 


Crack Down on Export 
Of Modern Soviet Music; 
US. Pubs Hit Ukase 


A wing of the State Dept., the 
_ Information Media Service Guaran- 


| tee Branch, is cracking down on the 
| export af fifodern Russian music by 
| U. S. publishers to certain foreign 
;countries. The IMSGB has been 
| providing several soft currency 
| countries, notably Israel, with dol- 
jlars in order to permit them to 
| buy American books, music, mags, 
ete. 


In its notice to a couple of U. S. 
publishers and distributors, the 
Government execs singled out the 
works of Prokofiev. Shostakovitca 
and Khatchaturian as examples of 
the type of music banned from ex- 
port under the IMSGB program. 





here is considering expulsion @f/ In its directive, the Government di- 


tumesters found guilty on dope 
charges. A Local 47 exec said the 
union was “very perturbed” about 
the problem. Referring to arrest 


}here last week of five members of 


the Hal McIntyre orch on dope 
charges, he said union will wait to 
see what the verdict is. If the mu- 
siciams are found guilty, the union 
may oust them. 

AFM prez. James C. Petrillo heads 
the drive to crack down on mem- 
bers using dope, but the various 
locals are no less concerned about 
the problem. Frequency of such 
cases, and increase noted recenfly. 
have worried union chiefs consid- 
erably, with result they have de- 
cided on most drastic measures 


succeed in exercising thought con-! possible to curb the practice. 


trol over professional tooters be- 
| cause “musicians are the same the 





' 





| kh ana | Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
- | will play a two-hour concert for 
Saicn: lium tena Selned Kevie| Riekee Doreen teeenae 
s 
Jordan and his Tympany Five "as | pearing in the Atlantic City board 
personal manager. jwalk Warner theatre tonight (Wed) 





vision said it was aiming at block- 
ting Communist propaganada from 
|reaching countries assisted finan- 
| cially by the U. S. 

| Some U. S. publishers are pro- 
| testing the ukase as a form of musi- 
teal censorship. They claim that 
i since the banned works are instru- 
mentais. there is no ground for 
| barring the modern Russian com- 
| positions @s propaganda vehicles. 
} It’s pointed out that during the last 
| World War there was no attempt 
to stop the performance of works 
jof Richard Strauss, an 

'Nazi culture bureau head. 





publishers acquired the U. S. 
rights to the Russian works by out- 
right purchases several years ago 
with full approval of the State De- 
} partment. 
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Jocks, 


Les Paul-Mary Ford: _ Vasa Con 
Dee ~Johnny~ is is 
anoiber clicko Salting for the 
Paul-Ford tandem. Im “Vaya Con 





Dios” team has a charming melodic 
slice utilzz zing the muitipie tracking 


Tune's 


technique for strong effect 
lyric sentiment should help wiz i 


plenty of plays om ali levels 
“Johuns” is a livelier item which 
Miss Ford delivers with a Brisk 
fizvor 

Lita Reza: _ Return To Paradise™- 
“Tell Me Well Meet Again Lon- 
don’. ~Returm To Paradise.” trom 
the pic with the same fame. & 


anotrer tepflight mumber by the 

“Hieh Neen” cleft: team ai 
Dezatici Tiemkn & Ned Washiacien 
It gets a superiative rendition by 
Britich songstress Lita Roga_ 2 con- 
sistentily fine stylist who gets ber 
best chenee to crack the U. S. best- 
seller lists. Perey Faith has 2 rich 
two-part instrumental of this tum 
for Columbia. but it’s too lomg for 
the pop market. On the Lomdoc 
flip. Miss Roza delivers a familiar 
type of ballad. 

Jehuny Lees Orch: “1 Warm 
Know™ ii The Meom Twru: 
Green” (Coral! Im lime with the 
eurrent riythm & blves. kxk by 
dance bands, Johuny Leong turn uD 
with a clever, rocking tuse & 


LES PAUL-MARY FORD 
Capitol 

LITA ROZA 
Loadow 

JOHNNY LONG ORCH 
Coral 


Jukes and Disks 


Bs BHERM :CHOENFELD. 





straight pop tume styie and has 
turned up with a ccomventional item 
with somewhat trite lyrics. Gur 
Mitchell, however, belts = for 
: impect and could Lift i 
> is a foik- 
2 food UTX 
of Mius Mulber's t 


hat ker Gass OOcr F 


tn omodhat bewe is 


Dd ait 


ak 


f happemed tp Se «ret bs 
Cloomes'’s brother, Nacky 


. “Uniess You're 
: Mime”™-“Lowely Lawer™ (M- 
Gs Giheom churms out 
sides amd she 





(sue ane 


meta ver me Spans 


VAYA CON DIOS 


Bets ~ 
Jornny 


RETUTEN TO PARADISE 


Tell Me We Meet Agein 
I WANNA ENOW 


Tull The Moon Turzs Green 














ee 


Wanna Keow™” 2 Juiz TCL". 

—— is medierre materur! 
The Silver Strimex “Tine Wana 

Is Bee Rete Te Parutine’ 


This new Victor house strim 
rides it with a bright finish The 
workover of “Paradise™ should cop 
the imstruménta!l plays on this tune 
with its simple. direct projection 
of the melody. 

“With These 


‘Columbia. 


ing ’ 
Lawrence Welk: “The La-De-Da 
Song™-~ Over™ (Coral). An 


for solid comedy results. Lawrence 
Welk’s bounce beat and infectious 
ehboral treatment could send this 
one for a big ride. Bottom deck is 
undistincuished_ 

Gay Mitchell: “Look At That 
Girl”’-“Hannah Leed& ‘Columbia’. 
Beb Merrill. composer of most of 
Gey Mitchell's hits. switches to 


a'gives these sides 





iuen Charies Chaplin's “Lime- 
hei” is getting a pile of wax ver- 

sims amd it’s a tessup as to which’ 
7223i0m of this beautiful tune will 
emme out on top. Hugo Winter- 


"| ieltter’s slice for Victor is still an- 


ether brilliant interpretation with 
2 couple of original flourishes in 
the arrangement which. however. 
retains the simple melodic line 
Vieter Young's cut for Decca and 
Jackie Gleasen’s version for <C2pi- 
tol are more straightforward and 
will also garner some of the sins 
On the Vactor flip. Winterhalter 
orch and chorus join on a solid 
melody. but it's dimmed in com- 
parison to “Terry's Theme From 
Limelight.~ 
Felicia Sanders: “I Never Saw 
the Show”™-“How Did He _ Look™ 
Columbia). Felicia Sanders. the 
voice on Percy Faith's “The Song 
Moulin Rouge.” is one of the 


type of song. “Show™ is a class 
ballad Sut too much of a special 
material flavor for the pop market 
“Look” is a similarly styled item 
in *he smart genre more 
i nitery floors than-juke spins. 
Sander Szabe: “Take Me in Your 
Arms”-“It’s All in the Game~ 
Hammertock). These sides by 
Sandor Szabo, the wrestler. are no 
gags. He is a legit vocalist and 
| impresses with a good baritone on 
this standards. His slight accent 


a Continental ' 


Lo Ne 











LAWREN' Cl E WELK 


cine MUSIC 
33rd Comsecutive Week. Aragon 
Balircoeom, Santa Monica, Calif. 


Exciusively for Coral Records 
“MINNIE THE MERMAID 
Backed b+ 
“SAY IT ISN'T SO” 








@svor 2nd he handles the lyrics 
with a mature remantic qu2 


somewhat reminiscent of 
Pizza. 


The Four Lads: “Down by the 
River Side”-“Take Me Back” ‘Co 


lumbia “River Side” i$ a color- 
fal rhythm tune which gets a 
smooth, catching ride by this Vora 
combo It could be a sleeper 


“Take Me Back™ is an ciay ballad 


entry with fair chances 
Hamish Menpes: Fiy Home 
Little Blue Bird”-“Alibis™ (Decca). 


Hamish Menzies continues to im- 
press as a potent entry im the m2! je 
vocalist sweepstakes. He has an 
effective rhythm & biues approach 
to “Blue Bird” and a charming o} id- 
fashioned technique on ~Alibis 
Both sides rate attention 


Platter Pointers 


Two firstrate jam albums under 
the Brunswick label are found in 
Teny Scott's “Music After Mid- 
night” set im the cool vein and by 
Yank Lawsea and Will Bradiey in 
the swinging big band groove .-. 
Paul Lavallie’s “Band of Americ a” 
has a rousing s=t of band classics 
for Vv ictor in “Sunday Band Con- 
cert” Iser Gerin’s fine pipes 
are showcased in a repertoire of 
longhair and standard ballads bs 
Allied Records in a “Your Re- 
quest™ album . Dick Haymes has 
a lovely ballad side in “Gone With 
the Wind™ (Decca Steve Law- 
renee impresses nicely on “To the 
Birds” for King . David Street 
shows promising pipes en “Why 
Should I Cry for Your Kisses” on 
the indie Keynote label . . . Paul 
Westen has waxed another first- 
rate. version of “The Call of the 
Far-Away Hills” ‘Columbia? . 
Solid jazz sounds by Rey Eldridze's 
combo on “Dale's Wail” (Mercury 

Bobby Milano registers with a 
powerful voice on “Lest Without 
You” (Holiway! but he overuses 
his power . . . Callie McGuire has 
a promising side in “Train in the 
Night™ (Allied) 





Stantey 
sales m 
Derby Records. 
N. Y. 


headquartering in 





varreTy \() Best Sellers on Com-Machines 


Se eeesreeseeseee 99000008-0000000 
1. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE (4) _.............-... Percy Faith ......... Columbia 
2. YM WALKING BEHIND YOU ( .................... sade Wee: on. Victor $ | 
a MMS og SOD nie Ce icin ot a oadesecbuss Nat (King) Cole ..... Capitol ; 
& DOGGIE IX THE WINDOW (17) ......................2.. Patti Page _........ Mercury 3 
5 RUBY G) rhe 1 iets sh <i ps emad ohn $00 dR seh eben es oes Richard Haymen «....Mercury z 
& SEVEN LONELY DAYS (5) ......-~-------- 2-0-0222 00055: Georgia Gibbs ... .Mercury ¢ 
ge ag ED ts SOPOT eee ee Les Baxter ........... Capitot 3 
OR ES SOE OP See's cc tec tec ce ctewbeccisces pon i, ee M-G-M ; 
> 4 ©. GER WR ee Ee OE nnn ccc ccc n cece scenes Perry Como ......... ..Victor ¢ 
$ OO. © BURRMIEVE CBD sa 2 os - docs e ewe cc cee stwsccccece eececece Frankie Laine ...... Columbia ¢/ 
Second — 
i ne. S28 Sells oh 5.42.0 ose cbs CORES VSR. ohh Freddy Martin ....... Victor 
es ee OED, ad dina dd od Cathe do bene aw de ob.oe0eceeccee ROUGE i res. ne SRS Mercury 
ANNA eer Acie A Tl ees Suh ab ae ES ch bu RL ods Sh éAld o Sylrana Mangano M-G-M 
as 10 edgy doe cee es we o SOUS CRS SEED Keb ON ceye ale: Decca 
rr nn tc oben obese & eee bee Cah tn Ce 0 0s Hilltoppers .......... Dot 
Ee, MEME (6. 6.0 binp'a.mo'b.o.40050-6050664 Coedecassei Frankie Laine ..... Columbia 
He 5 Ss SN en eek dk aah 6 kM We AN OES 1 Uk OY Wed wae .. £2 Coral ' 
RY Re 4 SP. OE ee ee De, el abs wb eed Ces Ubw ects bunk - Nat (King) Coie ..... Capital 
APRIL IN PORTUGAL EES he gh bo ieksecktinee Richard Hayman .. Mercury 
TERRY'S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT ........................ Frank Chacksfield ..... London 
TILL 1 WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU... cian sensesiné Teresa Brewer ...... Coral 
DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES.. one ae pe ey Tee TAO. fiw kiewccce. Victor 
HALF A PHOTOGRAPH ................-. 6 ee Pee » SO WO s cicccs oa... Canirol ; 
DOWNHEARTED ............ ie tise: cate, Bog eee eae St.” Cra ae Victor $ 
D >. 
+e 











romantic. melodic and diffuse 
score. by the Vienna Pro Musica 


Symphony. 
Horenstein 


Firstrate_ string ensembie in some 


also brought out. |i 


under forceful Jascha 


Virteesi di Rema Decca. $5.35". 


Longhair Disk Revi 
Beetheven: Sonatas No. 26 in E, reflective recitative by Bonporti. 
Fiat. Ne. 29 in B Fiat (RCA Victor. and lovely ‘anonymous: concer:, 
$5.45). Pianist Solomon in two fine j for oboe and strings. Renato Fa. 
readings. The B Fiat (“Hammer-’ sano is the gifted conduct 
kiavier™) is forceful and vi Puccini: La Boheme (Col um Dia. 
with all the beauties of the long $5.45). The wk opera store pis, ad 


mn orchestral form by ‘Andre 


; soft E Fiat Les | Kostelanetz and his orch. for :- 
Adieux™) offers vivid contrast interesting novelty, tunefu =~ 
Schubert: Trie Ne. 2 im E Flat and appealing . 
Columbia, $5.45). Schubert's love- Weber: Overtures (Decca. $2 5 
ly four-movement trio in a fine “Euryanthe” and the lesser-kno»s 
lyrical performance by violinist “Preziosa” and “Aby Hassan er. 
Adolf Busch. cellist Herman Busch tures in vivid readings by th= 
and pianist Rudolf Serkin. Disk is Bamberg Symphony under Fer:,. 
further noteworthy, being issued in _nand Leitner 
. memory of Adolf Busch. who died Gypsy Musie Westmin: 
year ago $3.35 Authentic gypsy sonz; 
Mahier- Symphony Ne. 1 (Vox varied in ‘origin and mood. mo: 
$5.95’. Good, schmaltry reading of them unfamiliar to U_ S. audien 


played with gréat style and flou 
by Antal 
ensembie. 
sic from Hungary. Transvivani; 
Roumania and Austria 


Kocze and his Viennese 
Sharply-contrasted my- 
is metlodi- 


us tingling amd lush. Koczes 


choice. unfamilizr carly Italian schmaltzy + violin tone predominates 
usic- a lively Rossini somata ‘tran- Occasionally. the going is a litt! 
ribed’. a charming Cambini con- heavy and creamy. but otherwise 
rt piano and strings. 4 gent it’s am intriguing album. Bros. 





Stene named national: 
r for tite indie label. | 


The top 30 songs of week 


co  yrighted An 
Pubt shed by Office of Research, 
Directo or, Al phabetical ly irsted 


Doggie In The Window 
I'm Sittin" On Top Of The World 
I'm Walking Behind You 
My Lady Loves To Dance 
, Pretend 

Ruby , 

Side By Side nieve & 
Song From Moulin Rouge 


Your Cheatin’ Heart 


Love Is Sweeping The Country 
Ragtime Cowhoy Joe 


You're The Cream In My Cof 
You're The Top . _—— 


* Legit musical. 





t Filmusical. 





oa 


dience Corerage. faller | A 7 
lar 


When The Red Red Robin Comes Bob Bob Bobbin __ 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Shad 


Dr John Buia Peatmss, 


Survey Week of May 22-23. 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 





A Biwes Serenade Mills 
A Fool Such As I Robbins-M 
Oe BE a eee Ce a . Berlin 
8 &, eae ee -..-..-..- Chappell 
Belle Of The Ball avec¥apncee vit dae 
Big Mamou Peer 
Blue Gardenia—*~Blue Gardenia™ Harms 
Breeve Leeds 
Doggie In The Window Santiy-J 
Haven't Got A Worry Pamous 
I Believe Cromwell 
I'M Sittin’ On Top Of The Worid Feist 
an aan Behind You Leeds 
Just Another Polka Frank 
Kaw-Liga Milene 
My One And Only Heart Rancom 
Nearness Of You Famous 
No Help Wanted Acuff-R 
Pretend Brandom 
Ramona Lion 
Return To Paradise—*“Return To Paradtse’ Remck 
Ruby—*“Ruby Gentry” Miller 
Say Si Si Marks 
Say You're Mine Again Blue River 
Seven Lonely Days Jefferson 
Side By Side Shapiro-B 
Song From Moulin Rouge—*“Moulin Rouge” Broadcast 
Till I Waltz Again With You Village 
oo” ee Se ‘BUC 
weer See SNE oe. Ceca e. Acuff-R 
Second Group 
ae Eg oe ca ae Lion 
. FO ae ia er es, eee Village 
roken Wings : 
Cali Of The Faraway Hii!s—*“Shane” Mest . , a , —" 
Caravan . American 
Ces Magnifique—*“Can-Can™ .. Chappell 
Dancin’ With Someone .. Valando 
I Am In Love—*“Can-Can” . Chappell 
Is It Any Wonder .. Midway 
ee ee Se ee Fox 
Little Red Monkey _ Miller 
Mexican Joe American 
My Flaming Heart Robbins 
Now That I'm In Love pe Burke-Van H 
aor Re oe a I Se Forster 
ed Canary il é 
Send My Baby Back To Me nig B=: —” 
Tae he Seales See. 2.>. eae Capri 
Tell Us Where The Good Times Are _ Oxtord 
There's Music In You—*“Main St. To Broadway” : Chappell 
Wild Horses : Simoa 


Top 10 Songs On TV 


(Listed Alphabetically? 





Five Top Standards 


(More Im Case of Tizs) 





You And The Night And The Music .... 

















— 


‘bh oe 
Yor 


Wednesday, June 3, 1953 


VARIETY 


+ 





ORCHESTRASMUSIC  } £43 





Hub Symph's Ist 


Natl Tour Sock | VARIETY 


With 1696 Take 


Boston, June 2. 
The Boston Symphony Orchestra 





as 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Scoreboard 


- Disk Sales Dip: 
Copies Slumoing 


The music business fS- tailing off 
into its annual summer sigudown 








has returned from its first trans- f- 
continental tour, a triumphant 


as sales of both sheet music and 
lisks in May are falling sharply 


8.100-mile trek across country and i "7 Feth 4 ; ; xclow last month usual. th 
back that included 2 ountry and Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution low last month. As usual. the 

cities. and that grossed $169.000 i 4 4 y by the publishers who repor 
wo feng di mmndier ft ~ —~payrnmtanany i Encompassing the Three Major Outlets cS See 


Tour opened Apri! 21 in Detroit 
and ended May 22 in Burling- 
ton. Vt. } 

Management. according to man- 
ager George E. Judd, budgeted i} 


Coin Machines 


Retail Disks 


- re now se ling copies wh le lesser 
Retail Sheet Music Somber’ al SoMa camaline 


Even the clicks are now 


as Published in the Current Issue moving at a disanmointing pace 


sales of 290.000 copies loom- 





$200,000 for the trip, for payrolls. 


- ing as the peek mark. 





transportation. etc.. with antici- 
pation of a $30.000 deficit, and the 
tour came within $1,000 of the 
estimate. Prestigewise, and from 
a@ practical standpoint. by way of 
expected hypoed future sales on 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
errived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three maior sales outlets eru 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which ere exclustre 
with Vamigry. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 


The disk biz is also slowing down 
but not as sharply due te the un- 
usual number of solid disks now 
on the market. Such numbers as 
“The Song From Moulin Rouge” 
and “I Believe” are moving fast for 


BSO disks. the orch gained greatly veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks. cotm machines), Columbia while Victor has Eddie 
by the trip. and three- ways in the case of tunes (disks. coin machines, sheet music). = Fishers “I'm Walking Behind 

Biz was okay everywhere. with You” and Perry Como’s “Say 
exception of-Texas. Three Chi con- You're Mine Again.” Mercury is 


certs, though well attended. were 


TALENT 


reportedly hard to sell. In Los POSITIONS 
Angeles, however, on May 4, at the. This Last 
huge Shrine Auditorium, orch drew Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 


6.000 people at a $6.50 top, for a 
whopping $18.400 gross ‘as much 


iy 


l PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 


iding with Richard Hayman’'s 
“Ruby” and Patti Page’s “Doggie 
in the Window”; Capitol has Les 
TUNE Baxter's “April in Portugual”’; Dec- 


" : _ ~ ~ oe 
Song from Moulin Rouge ca has the Mills Bros.” “Say Si Si 
nam Ba _ and M-G-M Silvana Mangano’s 





nH 


rid 
A-F 




















as ppd take _ in a iSwedish Rhapsody “Anna.” 
week). t reportedly got 5 ‘ eS ieee \Rubv Biggest flurry im the disk field 
65% of the net. the Southern Caii- 4 3 RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) ...... ) April in Portugal is euveutlh being stirred by 
fornia Symphony Assn. (its local I me am He a ‘ “Terry's Theme From Limelight” 
epeumes) the a <9: Ba Fitine, 3 8 EDDIE FISHER (Victor)................. I'm Walking Behind You with the Lenden Records etching 
we concerts May 7 a , at the ee Vi stu by Frank Chacksfield orch getting 
3.250-seater Opera House, at $5 7 2 LES BAXTER (Capitol) Fecthebeoddoeenecae — Portugal the initial edge. Other diskeries, 
=e. — Pa Boag ve soy a (hu y however, are rushing their versions 
wo dates. ty ‘ : iev t marke in o n 
May 11, at a $4 top, here sare 5 4 FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) Le nog in’ Heart otic renaiion to eaten. “7° 
3.500 people at the 4.500-seater her nace The disk activity, however, is 
Tabernacle. =? pws gen ~ 7 PERRY COMO (Victor) Sey Pea Ng Perey mene also limited to the top hits with 
Orch reportedly was at t k ie iMy One & Only Heart cales across-the-board slumping as 
Lake on a $5,000 guarantee, plus Pe : Pr semnel " compared with April's turnover. 
60° of take over expenses. Orch 7 6 NAT (KING) COLE (Capitcl) +s revem The disk business, however. is still 
ba sold at straight ag En $6.000 /Can't I way ahead of last year with Victor, 
m most places ‘as in Montreal), § 5 TTI Mercurv oggie in the Window as an example. reporting an over- 
pepe a at ene $5.500 or PA PAGE (Mercury) rence 2s oe Happening all gain of 49% during the first 
000. erwise, it was guaran- 9 10 R 'TTON “olumbia orange ining ins three weeks of May as compared 
tee yo gS recone In several ED BU S (Col bia) ) Ho-Ho Song with 1952. One of the big factors. 
spots the Was presented by ; 2 ee as a ee in this gain has been the plus sales 
local symphony associations. 10 g GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) Seven Lonely Days hemmting tésen the 46 van extend- 
d play disks. 
M-G-M, ATLANTI TUNES Cr TAKES 
‘TIC Ser gy 
ADD EP LINES | 32c"2S° (*ASCAP. +BMI) PAR MUSIC TAKES 
Week Week TUNE aires ti ‘PRETEND’ TO COURT 
As part of its summer sales push. : , : : , ro3 S a 
M-G-M Records has hopped on the I 1 ‘SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE aresseee With failure of efforts to reach 
o rpm 5° play bandwagon. 2 3 *I] BELIEVE bes Cromwell an out-of-court settlement. Para- 
iskery’s EP operation will be ~ eT : , a) 2 mount Mugic filed suit in N. Y. 
kicked off early next month with 3 ‘ y @& fF AR 4 Rs |. | Se re Ae ay ae Leed s Saderns Caine leckieetiicherdinn 
18 releases. irs? issue in the EP 4 - *RUBY e Se ESOC CE SO SCO SCH SBE OEO DECKS OH OOOESHSE OE Miller that the current click. “Pretend.” 
lineup will be the soundtrack al- 9 « y t oe . ha i is an infringement of the ~“Cock- 
we gp) ge tg age Sherg 5 2 APRIL IN PORTUGAL ...............-----0000eeeeeeeeees - a gang age 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” star- 6 5 *DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW. eeseeeeeseeesecse Thane ee uwadses Sant y-Joy as defendants are Brandom Mu- 
ring Marilyn Monroe and Jane Rus- PN Fitb Note i oie hs Sond bh a Se htc dc eimeccepenes .....Brandom [| sic, .“Pretend” publishers: Lew 
sell. All — a on as : , ant y aii MINE AG aIN_ a Meridian Douglas, Cliff Parman and Frank 
kickoff sched e single rf s a é - er ee ee ee “ee #88 Lavere. the writers; and Decca, 
platters featuring the label's top 1 BEATIN’ MEABT..........:<.- EOE STE 5 OPS Acuff-R | Columbia. Mercury, Coral. Capi- 
artists. The EP singles will be 9 0 ni nbates c Jeff tol and RCA Victor, all of which 
peddied for $147 while the 10 § EE BI Sens ch cb codecs cs ceapbss ove goccdats erson Sista’ the Sene. . 


“Blondes” twodisk album will re-| 








tail for $2.94. 
push are the soundtrack album of 


- 9 
the Metro pic. “Bandwagon.” star- . ‘ 
the Metro pic. “Bandwagon.” star’ ~ ‘ANNA’ PIC BOOKINGS 
dramatic highlights from the same’ Disclick impact now has extend- 


- Bows With Feyer-‘Paris’ | 
Vox Productions is coming out | 
with a new series of low-priced rec- ' 


“Cocktails” was written in 1934 
|} by Arthur Johnston and Sam Cos- 


Other big guns in the summer WAX CLICK SPARKS | {New Vox-Pops Series | JOHNNY JOHNSTON = iow. Eatty "this “year “Paramount 


' Music execs notified Brandom Mu- 

JOINS BBS LABEL «ic that it regarded “Pretend” as 

: i a plagiarism of its coryright. Para- 
Johnny Johnston has been inked mount in asking for an injunc- 


studio’s production of Julius Cae- ed into the pic booking field. I[ial- ords. in its 10-inch LP Vox-Pops. to a longterm pact .by the indie tion. an accounting of the profits 


sar starring 
James Mason, John Gielgud, Debo- the Syivana Mangano starrer, 
rah Kerr and Greer Garson. “Anna,” from which MGM Rec-, 

Also joining the EP parade is ords culled the soundtrack platter 
the indie Atlantic label. Plans for of the same name, credits the disk’s 


Atlantic’s EP entry have already popularity to the 2900 bookings, 


been completed and it’s expected gotten for the pic in the past four- 
that the initial releases will be out 'and-one-half months. IFE figures 
within a month. Addition of EP that “Bitter Rice,” a previous Syl- 
platters to the Atlantic line is part vana Mangano starrer. received an | 
of the label's catalog buildup. |equal number of bookings in two 
|and-one-half years on the U. S. 
market. 








Hibiya at a concer » Rage mood [ 
2.500 Japanese high schoo! students Sholes Adds Artists 
¥ audience, regu- 

Te Victor Folk Roster 


lerty scheduled concert of the 

Mrs. Roosevelt arrived in Japan tor's folk opera 
May 22. She attended the penulti- | inked a flock of artists during his 
mate concert in Marian Anderson's | recent swig around the country 
whte in Sena that night. 
Roosevett will. sain hoes un- | Detroit radio duo, and T. Terumy, 











will deliver ures 
der auspices of Japan a Shreveport singer arc disk 
sae =. | Sholes has tagged Joyce Mocre. 
in New York from the Cosse for the BUl Landford vet, @ voual 
a couple of weeks. . jcombe, ; 


popular songs. titled “Echoes of 
Paris.” 

Series is in addition to the Voz, 
10-inch set at $4, featuring Edith 
Piaf, Maurice Chevalier. Jacqueline 
Prancois and others. 

i 





Best British Sheet Sellers _ 

‘Week ending May 23) | 
London. May 26. 

In Golden Caach Box & Cox 

I'm Walking Behind. . Maurice 


es ween 2, 


Pretend .......... _.. Leeds | 
I Believe ........ Cinephonic 
- Windsor Waltz ....... Reine | 
Black Eyed Susie. Cinephonic | 
ed .... New World 


Downheart 
Doggie in Window...Connelly | 
a aa 
Little Red Monkey ..Robbins — 
Wonderful-Copenhagen Morris — 


Second 12 


Celebration Rag ........Wood | 
Moulin .--..-Connelly | 
fy 2X eres Bourne — 
Till I Waltz Again.. F.D. & H. 
Broken Wings ........ Fields ( 
I Talk to Trees ...... Chapell | 
Red Feathers ......... Dash | 
-r-cccces Morris | 
per Magna - 


Waltz for Queen ....FD&H. 1 


Marion . Brando, ian Films Export, distributors of +, .01) at $3.15. Series tees off with’ BBS label The stage and screen on “Pretend” and of al! copies of 
pianist George Feyer in French crooner has had a regular disking 


the latter tune by the. defendants. 





dea! si he ankied Capitol Roc- " ° 
de ‘aholt Seab years om via Who Hit Whom in Onyx 
jast disking aSsignment was on the Row? C " to D id 


original cast album of “A Tree) 
Grews in Brooklyn” fér Columbia, The contreversiel tmbrociic be- 
tween Cab Calloway and singer 


Records in 1951. 

goa hn gore cs egy Harvey Grant at the Onyx Club, 
ou week, are “Please Come Ny. nitery, two weeks ago, is 
Back to Me™ and “Beyond the Next heading for the courts as a result 
Hill.” Lyrie to “Please Come Back ‘of g N.Y. Magistrates Court sum- 
to Me” was~written by Million jons served upon Calloway by 
Berle. — Grant last week. Grant has charged 
| Calloway with assault and is asking 


’ . | $50,000. 
‘Rouge’ Back to F |" Grant claims that Calloway, who 
ns |is starring in “Porgy and Bess” at 
Via US. Disclick Route te Zicsteid Theatre, X¥.. created 
o the row at the Onyx M# 22 while 
“Song From Moulim Rouge” has Grant was singing by talking loud- 
completed the circle. Tune, which |!ly and ee to Sg > the 
was written French poser | microphone. metgy. “rant 
Georges ron the Jose Ferrer Charged Calloway punched him, 
pic and published in the U. S. by /Causing stitches to Be taken over 
Broadcast Music, Inc. was picked |S ¢ye and aggravating. an old © 
up this week by Paris publisher | Drain injury. Calloway denies hit- 
in time Grant, asserting that he le 
el = , the club after Grant three a micro- 


Marbot, who sails for France to- | P™°%* onto his table. 


day ‘Wed.), will begin a drive on } ’ ° 
the tune as soon as he gets back | Decca’s 17'4c Divvy 
at his desk. The pic is tkedded to The board of Decca Records de 
open in Paris early September. clared a regulariy quarterly divi- 
Other tunes picked up by Marbot _dend of i7+2c at a meeting last 
during his stay here were “Big Ma- week. 

mou™ from Peer, International and Melon will be paid June 29 to 
“Piel Canela” from E. B. Marks. 4 stockholders of record June 4. 
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The BEST recording of the big new smash hit! 


Huge 
WINTERHY LTE t 


Phiicmais Orchestra 


The = Theme from 


LIMELIGHT ) 


c/w 


Symphony Of A Starry Night 


20/47-5326 




















the disposition of Ivy Music. 2 


Chappell subsid. im which they 
share 30-50 ownership 
Perrin also is asking damages 


for the alleged arbitrary manner 
which Dreyfus handled Ivy as well 


as an accountimg of mooies spent 

and received om Ivy copyrights 
Clash between Perrim and Drer- 

fus broke oat last fall whes 


Dreyfus wanted to deactivate the 
firm while Perrin wanted to con 
tinue active operation. Perrim 
= steadily bas tarmed down offers 
from Dreyfus te buy up bis share 
Dreyfus acquired 50° mterext & 
Ivy about three years 2¢0 wheu 
he bought oat Henry Russell. who 


formed the firm with Perrin. Orig- 
inally a2 Coast cutfit. Ivy was moved 
te New York By Dreyfus amd Per- 
rim alse was brought east to act 


as firm's gemeral mamager under 2 
two-year deal Perrim’s pact ex- 








Salt Lake City. Jume 2 
Sammer dame season. traditzen- 
ally kicked of om Memorizl Das 
mas 2 slow opemer this year. with 
close to winter weather pulime 2 


damper en everything Saitair. oid- 
est fum spot locally. leeated on the 
Great Sekt Lake. bad the Harold 


Geersten orch Lageos, a s¥rm. 
dime and dance lccation. opened 
wit! S Grow orch. 


year. Saltair has Hal Mc- 
Intyre scheduled for a two-nighter 


teaight (2) amd temorro™w 













(Cap.} rates 2 


A MORE THAN ! 


reporting on t 
{Col.} disk. 


A MATILDA, MATILDA 
Richard Hayes 


SELLER is already Bo. 


me covers. 


B+ platter. 


from Cash Box. 

SUREFIRE 4 LAUGH TO KEEP 
“BEST SET™ 
al} levels.* 


Arnold (Vic.) 


. bet 


T 
r eke" -ta ‘als 


(Shelden} — Bobby Bayne 
move to the tep cf the ladder with this release, 
reports Cash Bor 
oo eSkaer En OF THE BEEK. 


A THERE'S NOTHING AS SWEET AS MY BABY (4c 
— Gne of “THIS WEEZ'S BEST BUYS,° says Billboard 


Cash Box 
ditty a *SLEEPER OF THE WEEZ.* 





“MEPER 4 HALF A PHOTOGRAPH (Tests) be-<cto~ ow! — Easy Starr 


=“ 


Varwty “BEST SEI® for this senti- 


gental balied thet is “headed for lots of spinning 
action.* Cash Boz graces it “top draver song sete- 
pial . «. - SLEZ?PER OF THz ” 


BEzZ. 
| a a oe ae 
(Mer.}) ean 


Ali the ingredients are there 
xe & 

uf f-FRose) 
be new Mindy Carson-Guy Mitchell 
terms the Hank Willies 


xe exe 


(Duchess) — Variety rates this 


Calypse-type platter by Harry Beiafonte (Vic.) 
a *BEST BET* vhile Billboard picks it a *NEW RECORD 
70 WATCH.* Disk will have competition from the 


(Mer.) version, done in gore con- 


ventional style. 


x*exexenxre 


StST 4 MEXICAN JOE (American) — Jim Reeves’ (Abbott) disk | 


1 on Billboard's *Folk Best Sellers.* 


Ditty is moving into the pop bracket with Th 
Fontane Sisters" (Vic.} version and six other | 


keener 


CASH BOK 4 NO MORE (Rex) teccentete sel — Vora Lynn (Lon.) appears | 
Prce to have another stellar hit as Cash Box hazes it a | 
*BEST BET.* Variety reports: “stigulating wax... 

buoyant biscuit.* 


x*KxexkKkK® 


“POTENT A FM A-LIKA-YOU (Pizza Pie) (Duchess) — "Potent nov- | 
nOovELTY™ eity," says C.sh Bor of The Holidays’ (King) disk. | 
*Catchy, lively and humorous delivery," make ita | 


xe kext 


UNUSUAL 4 ROSEBUD (Sunbeam) — Karen Chandler (Coral) waxes 
“SL EEPER™ "a most unusual tune that has possibilities," | 
reports Billboard. The Latin-styled “vivid inter- | 
pretation" @¢arns "SLEEPER OF THE WEEK* honors | 


kkkke 
FROM CRYING (Kah ) teeecxctcve son! 


— Billy Eckstine (MGM) takes top “BEST BET* 
laurels from Variety for “projecting warm emotion | 
of the ballad with impact... surefire fodder for 


xzkkekkekrk 


“PALSEYE’ 4 HOW'S THE WORLD TREATING YOU (Tannen) — Eddy 


— Cash Box *BULLSEYE" and Billboard 


* °C & W BEST BUY.° 
zaaeaeke 
228 4 MEND YOUR WAYS (Raleigh) 


“BEST BUT" 4 WILD, WILD YOUNG MEN (Progressive) — Ruth Brown 
(Atlantic) — R & B "AWARD 0° THE WEEK" from Cash 
Box and *BEST BUY" in Billboard. 
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PEETEND .. Nat (King) Cole 


DONT LET EYES SHOP FOR HEART 
MY FLAMING HEART 

| AM IN LOVE 

RUBY 

A LITTLE LOVE 


Nat (King) Cole 


Les Baxter 


COLUMBIA 


SONG FREOM MOULIN ROUGE 
SWEDISH RHAPSODY . 
I BELIEVE 

YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

STRANGE THINGS ARE HAPPENING 
HO-BO SONG 

TELL. WHERE GOOD TIMES 
NOTHING SWEET AS MY BABY 
LETS WALK THAT-AWAY 

CANDY LIPS 


G. Mitcheil-M. Carson 


D. Day-J. Ray 


CORAL 


INTO EACH LIFE T. Brewer-L. Brown 


TOO MUCH MUSTARD 

FRENESI 

TELL. THE MOON TURNS GREEN 
I WANNA KNOW 

ALL NIGHT LONG 

TELL WHERE GOOD TIMES 
HEY! MR. COTTON PICKER 

TOO LATE NOW 

DONT YOU CARE 


Eydie Gorme 
Johnny Long 
McGuire Sisters-A. Lund 


3 Dons & Ginny 


DECCA 


ORGAN GRINDER'S SWING 
HONEY IN THE HORN 

RUBY 

SON’; FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
SAY SI SI 

rM WITH YOU 

JUST ANOTHER POLKA 
SPINNING A WEB 
BLUE WILLOWS 

rM IN LOVE 


Four Aces 


Victor Young 
Mills Bros 


Guy Lombardo 


Guy Lombardo 


LONDON 


TERRY'S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 
SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
VOLO COLUMBO 

LA MER 

ON THE BRIDGE 
CORONATION RAG 

BOUNCE THE BOOGIE 

IN A GOLDEN COACH 
CORONATION BELLS MARCH 


Frank Chacksfield 
inwmat Mantovani 
Ted Heath 
Winifred Atwell 


Billy Cottan 


MERCURY 


RUBY 

LOVE MOOD 

DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW 
MY JEALOUS EYES 


Richard Hayman 


EE ee i re pa nede eae ke Ralph Marterie 
WHILE YOU DREAM 

i. we OA See Georgia Gibbs 
IF YOU TAKE MY HEART * 


APRIL IN PORTUGAL 
I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU 


M-G-M 


IN ao. a SEs SEL oo Go eabekbee AME Silvana Mangano 
I LOVED YoU 

ee en PE... .... \ uss caccoedicnc: Joni James 
FLL BE WAITING FOR YOU 

KAW-LIGA ._._... eee Wehbe ct bane been Hank Williams 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

ie ee a Es gn ee kdb Gad ccccececcace Joni James 


ALMOST ALWAYS 


IN THE MOOD 
12TH STREET RAG 


ee 


RCA VICTOR 
I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU .............. Eddie Fisher 
JUST ANOTHER POLKA 
MY ONE AND ONLY HEART ............... Perry Como 
SA YOU'RE MINE AGAIN 
Sn ge en Die ee Ames Bros. 
ONCE UPON A TIME 
I he i oS c,h honk cee wacbé ceeack. h 
= "5 - Eartha Kitt 
HOUND DOG IN THE WINDOW .......... Homer & Jethro 


PORE OL’ KEE-LIGER 


; 
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Green-Previn to Guest 
With Boston Pops Orch 


Johnny Green, Metro music di-| 
rector, and his associate, Andre | 25 
Previn, are teaming up here as/w 
| guests with the Boston Pops Or-| 


Green will conduct that 


Boston, June 2. | 


which wiil be Harvard Night. 


Gala June 7 at Symphony Hall 


with Previn appeari as 
soloist in the Guana in ™ 
duo combined on the same work 
} at the Hollywood Bowl last year. 
Green, who will be here for the 
ith reunion of his Harvard class, 
ill also be guest conductor for 


| part of the Po 
‘chestra for its Gershwin Night! PS program June 8, 


FHS HSHEHSHS SCHHSHSHHHES HES HOHOOHESHEOHSESE SESE EHH HSH HH FH4O444F4464646646466664 









“ many- 
| facturer will be inked this week 

| The portable player, which wij 
‘be out om the market in a fey 
| months. will be distributed exciy-. 
sively by M-G-M distribs around 
the country. New York sidebar ; 
the distribution setup is an- 
ford Electric. M-G-M’s N. Y. rep 
also distributes the Webster (hj. 
cago record player 

The M-G-M unit will be equipped 
ith an eight-inch speaker and a 
sal-styled head with sapphire nee 
les. It will be peddled for ab. 
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Schneider te Coast 
Leonard W. Schneider, Decca 
Records exec vice-prexy, heads for 
Hollywood tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
0.0. the company’s recording and 
sales operation on the Coast. 
He'll be gone about two weeks 





Margaret Hartigan. onetime 
with RCA Victor, handling premo- 
tion for Bartok Records 











OH, NO! 
As you heve read im Veriety, BSaibocord 
Cash Sox, Redie & TV Daily, Dorothy 
Kilgelies, John Crosby, Newsweek 
Twme end UP dispatches, there actually 
is @ thing now called the 


ORRIBZ > 


RECORD COMPANY 
ts first twe sides—“Fish,” and “There's 
e New Sound”—were dome with tener 
twhe ond colliope eccompeniment end 
were recorded by @ secret process ix 
the Holland Tunnel. The firm's sieges 
“tf it's Reolly @ Horrible Record. it's 
Bound to Be « Hit.” has turned ovt 
te be occurcte. fer the records ere 
selling like records. fT IS TRUE thet 
“There's « New Sound” is the first 
3-D record, but IT 1S NOT TRUE that 
you must weer Polereid sarmueffs te 
spprecicte #1 Wheever started thet 
rumor is @ sneck, for “New Sound” 
can drive you ovt of your skull with 
me ortificiel eids. Prepare fer the 
stempede now by ordering large num- 
bers of Horrible Records from Cosact 
Distributing Corp, 315 West 47th Si. 
MY.C Florence Foster Jenkins, write 
or wire. Also, com use talking frog 
for next 2 sides, must enuadete flew- 
lessly. Cheaters, grifters and ventre 








ects, save stamps. 














LEW DOUGLAS Orchestra and Chorus — Great Instrumental on MGM RECORDS! 
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Sammy Kaye racked up a socko 
$4.400 gross in a one-niter at Con- 
— Hell here Saturday night 
{ * , 


NO MORE! 


{From the International “Tange” 
Seccess, BASTA) 





Recorded by 


VERA LYNN 


(LONDON Record £1298) 


wer 


REX: mUSIE PUBLISHERS 


550 Fifth Avense 
New York 36, M. Y. 
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London, June 2. 

The disks that the British public 
are spinning on their gramophones 
in Coronation Week are headed by 
two American platters, Frankie 
Laine’s “I Beieve” (at the top of 
the bestselling pop records for the 
past six weeks), and Nat (King) 





Cole’s “Pretend,” which renrains 
at second. 
Eddie Fisher’s “Downhearted” | 


has dropped from third to fourth | 
spot. In its place, “Terry’s Theme | 
From Limelight” played by Brit- 
isher Frank Chacksfleld’s orch has | 
jumped up from the 10th spot in | 
last week's list. 





Groaner in Groove 


Hollywood, June 2. 

Bing Crosby has etched an eight- 
sided album of lowdown vocdlizing 
for Decca, backed only by a three- 
piece combo. Tunes are all oldies, | 
none of which the Groaner has 
ever etched before. 

Album will feature the style of | 
music with which Crosby was as- 
sociated when a member of the 
Paul Whiteman Rhythm Boys. 
Backing him on the diska are Nick 
Fatool, drums; Dick Whitaker, 
bass; and Buddy Cole, piano. 


Sousa Scores to Congress 
Washington, June 2. 

Nearly 50 scores in manuscript of 

the works of John Philip Sousa 

presented to the Li- 
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~ “2 ! | 
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| 13) Jo] ] | | 
a. 20 ° & wa 
Survey of retail disk best siVisgl-/2lelisials El- 
sellers based on reports ob- HILISE/siSislalei-~ialisiéi ® 
tained from leading stores in Pe si lS iA lEIS (eis =| 0 
12 cities and showing com- ¥is eliMiscitiai«c! Si EI T 
parative sales rating for this ~ici< |/SiFIA} Sit lf ialsis A 
and last week. AISITISISITFIs{y Shar ce L 
Liglslziczialeis if! Fits! ep 
STS Lisle leiki 7 sisi yi o 
National slelsSiSlsisieils eigisit 
Rating “TSiSlseleielsisg Si <itiszi -« 
This Last 4 Sisizi= ele sis ‘ >is 1 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title slsleléleislzizisisleigi 3 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
1 1 “Song from Moulin Rouge”... 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 > ann 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) ar Bae 
2 4 “I Believe” (nth a3 thse ob e 0 3 .. £42 3...84. §:.2..6-:9 & 
RICHARD HAYMAN Mercury) 
3 2 “Ruby” et cio Cte cls ese eS os 2 4 8 49 
LES BAXTER (Capito!) - 
4 3 “April in Portugal”... .......... 7 ;ws + 3 7 3 «4 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor . ‘% 
5 8 “I'm Walking Behind You” 10 «5 ee ee os 44 
PERRY COMO (Victor) r 
6 6 “Say You’re Mine Again”........ 6 4 5 10 4 8 7 + 40 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) , 
7 5 “Doggie in the Window” en 4 7 3 “ 5 32 
RED BUTTONS (Columbia) ¥ 
8 12 “Strange Things Happening” saa > 5 7 _ ee |. 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol oes cae 
os ll “Pretend” sees Pah Sc POG 5 9 3 7 20 
FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) r 
10 “Limelight Theme” ewe e's 3 1 18 
SYLVANA MANGANO (M-G-M). 
11A 7 “Anna” WE A IS Re te 8 Sthbat 3 10 8 15 
LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
11B “Ruby” ......... 4 3 15 
FOUR ACES (Decca)............ 454, 
11C “Organ Grinder’s Swing”........ 6 1 15 
FREDDY MARTIN | Victor) noes 
14A 16 “April im Portugal”... ......... 5 6 11 
HAMISH MENZIES (Decca) et 
14B “Less Than Tomorrow”......... 3 8 11 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ers 
16A 20 “Can't F’......... sf ay eee 9 4 » 
RED BUTTONS (Columbia) 
IG 36: “Mie-d> Geeee...............6- 6 7 9 
DOLORES GRAY (Decca) 
18A RY SS > 6 8 
RALPH MARTERIE (Mercury) 
18B 9 “Caravan” ........ Se i aS 7 7 8 
JONI JAMES (M-G-M) 
20 38 “Almost Always”............... RR RPO Ree ras et ee Pe © aa 7 
I 2 ' 3 l . 5 
HANS CHRISTIAN WONDERFUL TOW? MUSIC FOR LOVERS VICTOR HERBERT | TV CALENDAR 
FIVE TOP ANDERSEN Broedway Cast ONLY SUITE sHOW 
DANMY KAYE Decca Jackie Gleason Mantovoni Arthur Godfrey 
A L B U M S Decea DL 9010 Capitol London Columbia 
DL 5433 DA 937 H-352 LL 147 CL 6241 
A 919 9-391 B 331 
9-364 C 331 
Kaye Pulls $4,400 Laine’s ‘I Believe’ Leads | [)(_ Tooters Protest 
o * 
Auheuy Fark. . 3.. Sane 2- Brit. Coronation Week 


Service Band Cuffos’ 


Washington, June 2. 

Following a recent blast by AFM 
prexy James C. Petrillo that Armed 
Services bands were being widely 
used in the D. C. area for affairs 
which should hire commercial] mu- 
sic, Local 161 of the musicians 
union hit out last week in the same 
direction. Paul Schwarz, president 
of the D. C. local, protested use 
of a Marine Corps band at memor- 
ial services of the D. C. Bar 
Association on Thursday (28), and 


| also the scheduled participation of 


an Air Force Band string quartet 
at graduation exercises of the Na- 
tional University Law School on 
June 5. 

A few years om. the union pro- 
tested long a angrily against 
what it charged was unfair use of 
the Armed Services,bands. There 
was a promise of cooperation from 


the services and the protests ended. | 


This is the first time in the last 


three or four years that such com-_ 


plaints have been made. 


BBC Tribute To Miller 


London, June 2. 
| The British Broadcasting Corp. 
\is airing a-special tribute to the 
| late Glenn Miller on June 8 in 
'their “Close Up” series. Longhair 
leonductor Sir Adrian Boult, who 
|met Miller when the trombonist- 
bandleader brought his band to 
coeaee in 1944, is taking part in 
program. 
A similar tribute to the late Fats 
Waller has already been aired by 
the BBC. It took the form of a half- 






































SPARKLING NEW DANCE RECORDS 
By 3 of the Nation’s Favorite Bands 


TOO MANY 
TIMES 
RING MY 
FINGER 


Played by 


Geass 
Morgan 


and His Orchestra— 


“Musie tm the Mergan 
Manner” 





28698 (78 RPM) 
9-28696 (45 RPM) 





OFF THE 
WALL 
PALE 
MOON 


Jerry 
Gray 


and His Orchestra 


28718 (78 RPM) 
9-28718 (45 RPM) 





| 








GRANADA. 
' THE 
BREEZE 


Played by - 


Owen 








9-28732 (45 RPM) 
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On the Upbeat 


Sinatra will air with the BBC Show | 
New York Band June 9. Sinatra, starts a| 
Milt Herth Trio inked for an} nationwide tour on June 14, with 
additional 12 weeks at the Park! Sunday concerts in the south .. .| 
Sheraton Hotel, N. Y. . . . Danny| The Carlton Rooms, Maida Vale, | 
Riccardo, former vocalist with the | West London. which recently went | 
Elliot Lawrence orch, currently! over to a name-band one-nighter | 
soloing at the Show Spot, N. Y. . . -| policy, dropped the policy so sud- | 
George Shearing into the Rossonian | denly that, when Freddy Randall 
Lounge, Denver, June 22 .. . Alan/ and his band turned up to play 
Dean opens at Moe’s Main Sireet,| their date there last week, they 
Cleveland, June 16 . . . Joni James | found a “cancelled” notice pinned 
heads out on a string of one-piters | on the door. Hooliganism on_ the 
after winding a two week stand at} part of the patrons is stated to be 
Ciro’s, Los Angeles, tomorrow | the cause of the sudden closure. 
(Thurs.) . . . Sy Sugar orch pen-j} lai ie 
cilled in for a summer-long engage- | 


ment at the Morningside Hotel, Chicago 
Hurleyville, N. Y. Jo Maize and Chordsmen open 
Clover Club in Portland mo 
ywood 1 for .two weeks .. . Lois ite- 
Holl Teddy Small duo now on an en- 
Louis Armstreng and Gene) oxiended run at Hotel Elkhart, | 


Krupa set for featured spots in| Fixhart, Ind. ... Revel-aires in 
UIs “The ae Miller Story” and | Clover Club, Peoria, Ill., on June 
studio also is dickering for Jack|1¢ for two rounds . . . Riverboat 
Teagarden and Red Nichols . amblers at Oasis in Muncie, Ind., | 
Buddy De Franco opens the new | on june 29, also for two. 
Clef tomorrow night (3) for two : é 


weeks ... Harry Ranch orch re- 
optioned for an indefinite stand at Boston 
the Circus. Gardens . . . Darryl Composer Johnny Green slated 


Harpa into the Wilton, Lond Beach, 
starting June 26. Hostelry has also 
bookéd the Icerama revue, starting 
June 19 for a fortnight ... Jack 
Smith opens at the Cave, Vancou-| miller steps into woodwind section 
ver, June 8 for a fortnight, to be| for the Gershwin concert . . . Tony 
followed by Ada Leonard's ail-girl| Bruno, Steuben’s maestro, was 
band, which will be succeeded by | awarded Doctor of Music degree 
Champ Butler . . . Ted Fio Rite | by Staley College, last week . . . 
opens ai the Cocoanut Grove June | George Horwood’s orch signed for 
24, backstopping Peter Lind Hayes series of Saturday night hops at 
and Mary Healy. | Corinthian: Yacht Club throughout 
ithe summer .. . Sarah Vaughan 
| into the Hi-Hat for week’s engage- 


to conduct the Boston Pops orch | 
in the all-Gershwin program at 
| Symphony Hall June 7 with pianist | 
Andre Previn soloing. Saxist Harold | 


London 


2A an ment . .. Joe Smith’s Trio into the 
Ralph Sharon, British pianist,| Hotel Touraine’s Sable Room for 
who has been recording for Decca, month 


here, left last week for U.S., in- 
tending to settle and work there. | 
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VARTETY | 2 : 8 5 3 

Survey of retail sheet music 2 8 2/9 © 

sales based on reports obtained } 7) : sia is 

from leading stores in 12 cities ; x Ss S | 8 3 | 
and showing comparative sales lets (ZSj2/Sia} si iz! 7 
rating for this and last week. a | > eis|sie 2 | E . | ai « O 
* ASCAP t BMI ple Sie l2l1e/ 7] 812 | k s| 1 
a mie siz i2isielseisisi=i gi A 
B/S FE Sle la e)7 Fis | 8] & 
SEIZE lala/glelS(e]3/o] e 
National Mie limite A 3 oO a) is Sizio 
aii SleleiSleisisigie/sglel S|: 
2i$isiSisisie#isitj/3i es) N 
This Last : s £ y ‘ = i P<} § F3 = & T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zieimioj/a|si& ai2i8 ZSidsls 
1 1 ‘+Moulin Rouge (Broadcast)...... TS BR a es Oe I a 2 236 
2 2 “April in Portugal (Chappell).... 3. 2 2 2 2 3 5 4 2 2 2 2 101 
3 3  * Belféve (Cromwell)........... Se ee RE De ee 2 Be ee i ee 
4 6  *i'm Walking Behind You (Leeds) 4 4 7 6 5 6 2 7... 7 4 6 6 
5 4 “Doggie in the Window (Santly-J.). .. 6 Sees, Sok PK SE DEST eS Sar ee 
6 5 “Pretend (Brandom)............. 6 _ 5 yar Serie OP ee Re ee 
5 .c5..:.-.-....-5 7 6 8 2 8.9. 3.3.18: foe 6 oe 
$ 10 +Your Cheatin’ Heart (Acuff-R).. 8 7 4 7 7 .. 10 5 6 10 35 
9 8 <+Say You're Mine Meredian).... 5 9 9 +. 59 _iw%: © ie 
i0 9 *Seven Lonely Days (Jefferson).. Ds: 9 10 .. 6 a ay 
11A *Just Another Polka (Frank)..... .. 6 8 10 
1iB 12 *My One and Only Heart (Roncom) 10 3 10 -s 10 
13 ?Anna (Hollis)...... CAPE EP IY 9 a er oy + 3 
i411 Till I Waltz Again (Village)..... 7 ae 3 
15.13 “Side by Side (Shapiro-B)....... 10 10 » 














Yanks’ Nifty Nippon Deal 





... Bands playing the big Corona-| Jesse Kaye, M-G-M Records exec 
tion Night Charity Ball at the} on the Metro lot, is swinging the 
Savoy Hotel are Ted Heath, Carroll | Coast this week, visiting diskery’s 
Gibbons and Roberte Inglez. Affair| distributors in Portland and 
is in aid of two charities. Frank | Seattle. 
































O ANN TOLLEY 


| You Can Live 
With a Broken 
Heart 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


J 


3 


I'd Never 
Forgive Myself 


MGM 11471 
K 11471 


M-G’-M RECORDS 
fF : 














Continued from page 41 











, York the latter part of this week, 
will consult with Abeles and Fox 
and the attorneys for Fox’s princi- 
pals, in order to obtain first-hand 
the essential information and data 
|for such purpose. It is estimated 
{that the amount recoverable will 
run high up in six figures. 
New Copyright Treaty 

While Abeles was in Japan ne- 
gotiations were being had _ be- 
tween American and Japanese 
government officials for the for- 


ice JSRAC will receive 20% of the 
mechanical fees pavable to Fox on 
behalf of the Ame_.can publishers, 
after withhohliding taxes, if any. 
As the Japanese publishers do not 
receive any share of either me- 
chanical or performing fees the 
American publishers will be as- 
sured of 80% of such fees. | 

Beaucoup Breakage } 
In other countries mechanical 
fees are customarily collected on 
behalf of the foreign publishers by 


BIEM (Bureau Internationale de | mulation of a new copyright treaty. 
V'Ed‘t'ons Mechaniques), Conti-| Jules Bassin, chief counsel to the 
nent! agency which charges from | American Embassy in the Far East, 


20% to 25% of the gross. A for-/| arranged luncheons and meetings 
eign publisher will deduct another | for Abeles with the attaches of the 
10° for the translator and retain| Embassy and Japanese govern- 
50% of the balance, so that the; ment officials. The purpose of 
American publishers ends up with| these meetings was for Abeles to 
only approximately 35%, without | impress upon the Japanese the im- 
the direct supervision and control; portance of a rigid copyright 
and the checking and auditing| treaty for the mutual protection 
service now available through the | of interests, and to convince them 
Japanese society. of the inadvisability of permitting 
Abeles advises that this society |free translations and unlicensed 
has the only checking and audit-| performances of phonograph re- 
ing service in Japan and that he |cordings for profit, as under the 
was informed such service has in-| prior treaty. 
variably increased mechanical re- D. C. Powow 
turns from two to five times the Abeles is going to Washington 
amount normally accounted for,|tomorrow (Thursday) with music 
besides djscouraging unlicensed | biz attorneys Herman Finkelstein 
recordings which are otherwise | John Schulman and Sidney Wat- 
prevalent. One of the principle |tenberg to meet with Arthur Fish- 
factors is te detect the switch of | er>the Register of Copyrights, and 
an American title and lyrics to| members of the State Department 
Japanese, which only the society’s | to request cooperation of Wash- 
specially trained Japanese check-| ington with the American Embas- 
ers and auditors can detect and | sy in Japan for the complete pro- 





tection of American musie under 
the treaty to be finalized. 

Last week Abeles addressed rep- 
resentatives of the Record Indus- 
| try Association of America, Inc., at 
|a luncheon given for him at the 
|N. Y. Athletic Club. The subject 
| Of his address was the status of the 
|phonograpk record business in 
| Japan and its various sidelights. 








i 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH 
WITH YOU 


WORDS & MUSIC, INC. 
(1619 Broadway, New York) 











ferret out. seme me 

















Big Commercial Pitch 





Abeles found that phonograph 
records were the principal form of 
advertising and entertainment in 
Japan. They are played endlessly 
between commercial spiels over 
loudspeakers on the exteriors of 
practically every theatre, restau- 
rant, nitery and place of business, 
and in wired street corner adver- 
tising poster pillars, throughout 
Japan. Likewise, in the Japanese 
homes records are played as al- 


AL DONAHUE) 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Currently 
EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL, Chicago 





most the sole media of entertain- 
ment, ' , : 

At Abeles’ instance the society 
likewise engaged Thomas Blake- 
more, the only American attorney 


OPENING 


CHASE HOTEL, St. Louis 


JUNE 18th 





who ever passed the Japanese bar, 
and who is thoroughly experienced 
in this field of work, to prosecute 
all infringements of the works of 
Fox's principals and, if necessary, 
to enforce the collection of all 
back moneys accruing since 1945. 




















Blakemore, who arrives in New 


on MERCURY RECORDS! 


OPENING July 15th 
COCOANUT GROVE 
AMBASSADOR HOTEL, 


Direction: MCA 





Los Angeles 





THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 


ghtning and Thunder) 


Folkways Music Publishers Inc.—-New 


York. ¢ Hollywood 
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Case of Hypnotist Morton Accents 
Paucity of N.Y. Houses for ‘Big’ Acts 





Booking of the Great Morton, + » 
Australian hypnotist, for the Apol- | Ink R nne Richards 


lo Theatre, N. Y., points up the 
fact that there are very few New | 
York theatres in which an act can | 
now be booked. Because of re- 
striction of policies at the Para- 
mount and Roxy and due to the | 
fact that the Palace isn’t shelling 
out high salaries, a host of acts 
have no theatre showcases in New 
York. This situation for many cate- 
gories of turns has never been so 
acute. 

Morton has been touring Canada 
successfully. He works in the man- 


ner of a one-man concert doing | 
about 45 minutes. There was some | 


feeling that he would do well in 
a legit house, but Ralph Slater, 
stinting at the Bijou, spoiled that 
for him inasmuch as it would be 
extremely 
hypnotists at the same time. 
Consequently, Frank Taylor, of 
the Lew & Leslie Grade Agency, 
started shopping him around to 


Philly Uptown’s 
Big Sepia Bills 


impolitic to have two | 


various houses with the result that | 


the Harlem flagship for week of 
June 12 was the only outlet. 


Talent agencies of late have been 
complaining that it’s virtually im- 
possible to find a theatre for many 
of the names. The Roxy isn’t play- 
ing any headliners because of the 
ice show. The 


and besides, lack of room on the 
stage precludes 


many types of acts. Radio City 


Music Hall cannot handle headline | 
acts, and the Palace stipends aren't 


attracting any headliners. 


According to. some agency men, | never played shows. 


Paramount’s shows | 
are pitched to youthful audiences, | 


the playing of | 





For Europe and India 
Rosanne _ Richards, séieliiunes 
from the Paris revue, “La Nouvelle 
Eve,” has been booked for a series 
of dates in Europe, starting July 15 
at the Casablanca Gardens in Bar- 
celona. She follows into the Jak El 
Negro in Majorca and at the Via 
Rosa in Madrid. From Spain, she’ll 
go on a six-month tour of India. 
Miss Richards is staying in N. Y. 
on a short, vacation and appeared 
on the CBS-TV “This Is Show 
Business” iast Saurday (30). 





Is That Where It Went! 


The Palace Theatre, N. Y., 
provides an oddity in the cur- 
rent vaudfilm pairings. 

The marquee limns “Invad- 
ers from Mars” and directly 
underneath, “Eight Acts of 
Vaudeville.” 


N.Y. As Lookout 
For Las Vegas: 
Cafe-Agcy. Link 


Tieins between Las Vegas hotel 
owners and New York cafemen 
and talent agencies are becoming 
increasingly important. Evidence 
of the need for a contact in 
Manhattan to eye talent and keép 
a sharp lookout for availabilities 
is again reflected in the fact that 
backers of the projected Hotel Kis- 











Philadelphia, June 2. 

Sam Stiefel, indie film house op- 
erator and former producer, has 
booked sepia shows for his Uptown 
Theatre, starting with Lionel Hamp- 
ton orch June 15. 

Other attractions signed by Stie- 
fel include Joe Louis, Nicholas 
Bros., Hal (Cornbread) - Singer 
package, June 26; Pearl Bailey & 
|Louis Bellson, July 17, and Billy 
| Eckstine, July 29. Stiefel is also 
negotiating for Louis Jordan and 
|the Mills Bros. 

A former Stanley Warner key in 
|north Philly, the 2,400-seat Uptown 
;}was built to handle vaude, but 
Closing of 


the sole hope lies in the reopening | Earle this spring left town without 


of the Capitol Theatre with stage- 


| spot for big Negro name attrac- 


shows. Leo Cohen. Loew booker, | tions and Stiefel believes Uptown, 
has stated he’s willing to do so,| located at Broad St. subway stop, 
but it would have to be on a spot | will &il need. 

basis and the topliner would have! Stiefel is veteran vaude impre- 


met in the desert country have 
|contacted Latin Quarter operator 


|}Lou Walters and _ propositioned 
|him to be booker for the inn. 
| Walters still has the bid under 
| consideration. 


The majority of Vegas spots have 
| a Gotham tie. The Sahara is 
booked by Riviera boniface Bill 


| Miller; Thunderbird booker Hal 
Brandis is represented by the 
|Baum-Newborn Agency; Desert 


|/Inn has the N. Y. office of Frank | 


;Sennes watching for buys. Jack 
| Entratter, the Sands Hotel man- 
| aging director, hasn’t a N. Y. 
stand-in, but he makes 
trips to scan agency lists. 
The Last Frontier, currently ne- 
gotiating with Chez Paree, Chicago, 
operators, if it changes ownership 
will similarly have a N. Y. link 
because the William Morris Agency 
does the bulk of the booking for 
the Chez. 


*# strong N. Y. setup is regarded 





frequent | 


AGVA Gab in Hub Next Week Faces. 
Problem of Boosting Welfare Revenue 





‘Holiday on Ice’ to Play 


“Holiday on Ice” will wind up 
| the season at the Convention Hall, 
| Asbury Park, N. J., starting July 2 
| until Aug. 3. This summer booking 
| will be utilized to rehearse the new 
| show, which is slated to open Aug. 

20 in Sioux City, Ia. 

Layout will stay there for one 
week and then open at the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition Aug. 29. 


| 
| Month in Asbury Park 





' 
j 


Hillbillies May 
Take Richmon 


Richmond, Va., June 2. 
Plans to make Richmond a hill- 
| billy centre have resulted in for- 
{mation of Old Dominion Shows, 
| Inc., to serve as a booking agency 
| for country-style talent east of the 
| Mississippi, according to Barron 





| Howard, business manager of sta- | 


tion WRVA.. Station also operates 
ithe WRVA Theatre, local legit 
| house which serves as showcase 
|for the station-sponsored “Old Do- 
|minion Bard Dance” on Saturday 
| nights. 

| New corporation was formed to 
| secure name talent for “Barn” and 
| to book the same acts into theatres 
| during the week. 

| CC, T. Lucy, general manager of 
| WRVA, is president; Howard will 
be business manager, and Jack 
Stone, manager of the WRVA The- 
atre, is a director of the corpora- 
tion. New acts are to be audi- 


+ The Convention of 


American 
| Guild of Variety Artists starting 
|next week at the Bradford Hotel, 
Boston, will be faced with a major 
| problem of making its welfare pro- 
| gram pay off. Union has been beset 
| by opposition to the welfare fund 
throughout the country, and rev- 
enue has been off considerably 
from original estimates. 

As of now, the welfare fund is 
governed by a trusteeship compris- 
ing three AGVA reps and three in- 
dustry reps. AGVA representation 
has been delegated to Emil Fried- 
| lander, chairman of the board of 
| Dazian’s, a theatrical fabric house; 
| N.Y. Daily News syndicated col- 
j}umnist Ed Sullivan and Rabbi 
| Abraham Burstein, of the Actors 
| Temple, N.Y. Alternates for AGVA 

are the union’s veepee, Jackie 
| Bright, past president Gus Van and 
| national board member Larry Rio. 
Industry trustees are Roxy Thea- 
tre, N.Y., managing director Dave 
Katz; Versailles, N.Y. op Nick 
Prounis, and Nat Abramson, head 
of the WOR Artists Bureau. 

The fund has been virtually at a 
standstill because of controversies 
with various cafe owners who have 
united under Theatre Restaurant 
Owners of America. Most of these 
cafes have stopped the $2.50 wel- 
fare fund payment to AGVA. Sole 
bright spot is the fact that Philly 
operators have signed with AGVA 
as individuals and have resumed 
the welfare contributions. 


Coverage Cost 

Discussion of the welfare pro- 
gram is inevitably expected te 
| bring up the subject of insurance. 
| Of the $2.50 weekly welfare con- 
|tribution, union pays $2.40 to 
| Lloyds of London for a weekly 
; accident policy. Just what turn the 


tioned and booked by Mason Bliss, | subject of insurance will take is 
head of the House of Bliss Celeb-| not now known, but the cost of 
rity Bureau and manager of the | coverage is expected to be a major 





to have a healthy b.o. draw. 


Brahma Bull Almost Kisses 
Jimmy Boyd at Ohio Rodeo; 
Tooters Act Up Ere That 


Canton, O., June 2. 
The Al Tansor-produced rodeo 





topped by juve singer Jimmy Boyd, | 


who hit bigtime takes with his 
waxing of “I Saw Mommy Kissing 
Santa Claus,” hit. some snags in 


its stand at the Memorial Audito- | 


rium here, the first cowboy show 
booked in. 


First mishap occurred prior to 
the opening when it appeared that 
difficulties with the Canton local 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians would hold up the show 
because of a dispute on the num- 
ber of men to be hired. Originally, 
C. W. Weeks, local’s secretary, de- 
manded a 12-piece band and Tan- 
sor thought he could get along with 
an organist only. A compromise 
in the form of an eight-piece band 
was reached. Second difficulty 
came during the intermission of 
the opening night last Friday (29) 


when local officials demanded 
payment for the men, as per 
agreement. 


According to Tansor, the mu- 
sicians demanded $200 for the one 
show when the fee should have 
been $125 for the single display 
or one-fifth of the $625 total orch 
cost for the five-performance run. 

The second snafu happened dur- 
ing the matinee of the following 
day when a Brahma bull went 


isario in North Philly section, and 
owned Carman Theatre (vaud- 
filmers) for years. Carman is now 
playing burley, in addition to films, 
under William Greenfield chain 
management, which took over when 
Stiefel lost house several years ago. 


GOGI’S LARUE FLIVS; 
AGVA PAYING OFF 








Gogi’s Larue, N.Y., called it quits 


(31) and 
dropped its floorshows. Spot had 


|for the season Sunday 
| been running into successive sieges 
| of bad business despite attempts at 
{new talent and new formats. At 
time of the demise of the show 
policy, cafe had “What’s New?”, a 
unit which comprised Orson Bean, 
Hal Loman, Russ Emery, Diana 
Drake, Barbara Maye, Rain Wins- 
low and Billy Hayes. 

The cafe requested the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists to pay 
off the cast out of the bond which 
it had posted with the union earlier 
in the season. 

This season, the nitery started 
off its departure into new faces 
with Joanne Gilbert, who had been 
making a splash on the Coast and 
in Las Vegas. Another longshot, 
first U.S. appearance of Dany 
Dauberson, the French chanteuse, 
also failed to pay off. 


Del Mar Sets Names 
For Coast Turf Meet 


Del Mar, Cal., June 2. 
In preparation for tourist inva- 








berserk and caused a panic among 
the nearly 1,000 spectators before 
it was brought under control. 
During the bull-session, the beast 
broke five seats; one of the clowns, 
Berle Reeder, sustained two frac- 
tured ribs; another, Jimmy Martin, 
suffered cuts about the face and 
several cowboys were bruised. On 
Saturday night, a steer got loose 
but was halted by wire fencing 
before reaching the stands. Police 
officials promptly ordered the 
rodeo promoter to keep that ani- 
mal out of the arena. 

It was claimed that Boyd was 
also chased by a, bull, but ran to 
safety into a metal locker and 
locked the door after him. He went 
on shortly after the incident. 

The first three showings brought 
in 2,600 attendance. Aretia offi- 
cilals aren’t anxious to book an- 
other rodeo. 

Boyd is reportedly getting $5,000 


sion of county fair and Del Mar 
turf meeting, Joe Norman and O. 
A. Richards have booked some 
strong names for summer shows 
at Hotel Del Mar. 

Roberta Linn, local TV fave, 
opened season over Memorial Day 
weekend. Donald Novis is set for 
Friday (5). Others lined up include 
Liberace, who appeared twice at 
Del Mar last summer; Johnnie Ray, 
Nat (King) Cole, and Frankie 
Laine. Les Parker’s band has been 
signed for the season. 





LUCY’S OFF-TO-KOREA 

Singer Lucy Monroe planes out 
of. Tokyo today (Wed.) for an en- 
teftainment tour of Korea, accord- 
ing to word received today at USO- 
Camp Shows headquarters. 

Miss Monroe left the U. S. last 
week for her second voluntary tour 


as being even more important then 
a Coast lookout. Vegas is suffi- 
ciently close to Hollywood to be 
constantly loaded with agents who 
are in position to offer some of 
the top film names. Because of 
the Coast proximity, all the 
Vegas hotels get practically an 


The difference in getting 
names, therefore, lies 
York. With a N. Y. contact ready 
to use personal influence and the 
added lure of other key bookings, 
it’s figured that a Vegas spot has 
an added advantage. 


MILLER NIXES N.J. BID 





Riviera operator Bill Miller has 
turned down an offer of $1,500,000 
in 4% New Jersey State bonds 
for his Ft. Lee nitery. Skeeter 
State wants te take over the site 
because construction of a contem- 
Plated highway will close off all 
entrances to the cafe and thus 
make the club valueless. Miller 
says road will run 750 feet off his 
property and as presently mapped 
out, Riviera land is needed for an 
entrance to the road. 

Miller stated that sale of the 
Riviera to the state under those 
circumstances would be wasteful in 
both the amount of money involved 
and in tax return. He said that for 
a comparatively small sum _ the 


erable distance away and thus an 
important tax-paying property 
could be spared. 


Fisher layout. 


Gallivanting MacRaes 


Toronto, June 2. 





appeared together onstage, 


weeks commencing June 10. 








this year under Camp Shows 


a week for a 15-week tour. | auspices. 





(WB). 


equal chance to bid on bigwigs. 
top 
in New 


FOR RIVIERA PROPERTY 


state could acquire land a consid- 


Miller said he is certain to finish 
out the Riviera season and already 
has set bills. Eddie Fisher, Marc 
Platt and Kathryn Lee are slotted 
for either July or August, depend- 
ing upon Fisher’s availability. Rob- 
ert Q. Lewis and Harry Belafonte 
will either precede or follow the 


After Second week break-in at | 
Casino here of new act incorporat- 
ing his wife, first time two = 

e 
Gordon MacRaes (Sheila Stephens) 
will fly to the Coast to pick up 
their three children and ‘then open 
at El Rancho, Las Vegas, for two 


Bliss Repertory Theatre. 


HILDY CANCELS LEGIT 








Bad booking timing cost Anna 


garde-headed 
roadshow which played Montreal 
and Buffalo the past two weeks. 
| Miss Sosenko has cancell To- 
ronto, concludirig that the Corona- 
tion excitement and Memorial Day 
season in general were not propi- 
tious. ‘ 

She plans taking a tabloid ver- 
sion of the show cn a strawhat 
tour. Miss Hildegarde in previous 
summers, has done a O®ne-woman 
concert in the silo circuit (and to 
boffo b.o.) but her manager, Miss 
Sosenko, thinks that an embel- 
lished revue, would not be in order. 

The past touring show, besides 


Sarnoff, Paul Hartman, Tommy 
Wonder and Margaret Banks and 
Don Delair. 

Show was caught between AGVA 
and Equity regulations on the four- 
wall deal which, coupled with the 
bad seasonal timing (the theatres 
were dark and were reopened for 
the occasion), was not a sound 
economic try. 


Weather Wallops A.C. 





Atlantic City, June 2: 
Rain and_ exceptionally cool 
weather ruined the Memorial Day 
weekend here. With the weather- 





the weekend as late as early Fri- 
day night, local business got set 
for a big killing as the weekend 
previous, with bright sunshine, 
had pulled a huge crowd. 

As a result the piers, nightclubs, 
theatres, restaurants, etc., took a 
bad beating. Steel Pier had brought 


and Tex 


many other attractions. 


Rooney's 736, Mont’] 


Hollywood, June 2. 





Theatre, Montreal. 


50% of the gross. 





by the William Morris Agency. 


TOUR FOR STRAWHATS 


Sosenko and her Triumph Produc- 


tions around $20,000 tor the abor- - . 
tive two weeks with the Hilde- | >uying practices in U.S. Army posts 


“Concert Variety” 


Miss Hildegarde, included Dorothy 


Over Decoration Day 


man painting a bright picture for 


in Gloria DeHaven for vaudeville 
Beneke for its Marine 
Ballroom plus the water sports 
featured each summer and the 


Mickey Rooney has been signed | ize 
for a week’s stand at the Seville 
Filmster is 
-|getting a $7,500 guarantee against 
After a western swing, MacRae 


goes into “High Button Shoes”| Other dates are being lined up 


issue. 

The trustees are expected te 
| make a report of their stewardship. 
| Another subject that will occupy 
jan important part of the powwow 

will be the clearing up of the situa- 
| tion in Germany on the buying of 
| talent. Jackie Bright, who got some 
| first-hand observations on various 


(Continued on page 52) 


'W. Thompson Quits AGVA 
| On Insurance Arrears Re 


Injured Roxy, N.Y., Skater 


Wade Thompson, a national or- 
ganizer of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, resigned last week 
after a hassle with union toppers 
regarding back payments by the 
Roxy Theatre, N. Y., into the 
union’s insurance fund. 

Resignation followed his deliv- 
ery of a release to the Roxy man- 
agement relieving them of respon- 
sibility of paying the insurance im- 
post. Trouble arose in that situa- 
tion when one of the Roxy skaters, 
Alice Quessy, was injured. Since 
the theatre management promised 
to take care of Miss Quessy’s in- 
juries, Thompson, who was in 
charge of the negotiations, agreed 
to waive the back insurance pay- 
ments. 

Bickering on the back insurance 
had been going on since April 11, 
when the house signed with the 
union. During the course of nego- 
tiations, it had been understood 
that insurance payments would 
start with the new contract and 
there would be no obligz.ion to pay 
the arrears, provided the Roxy 
took eare of all medical expenses 
for Miss Quessy. f 

Last week Thompson took for- 
mal steps to relieve the Roxy of 
the insurance backlog and had an 
AGVA attorney draw up a waiver 
for back premiums. Following de- 
livery of the waiver, there was a 
fuss with union toppers, who de- 
clared that the waiver was not 
authorized. At the end of the tiff 
Thompson resigned. ' 

Thompson, prior to joining 
AGVA about a year ago, was in the 
Radio City Music Hall Glee Club 
and was active in bringing the cast 
into the union. AGVA then asked 
Thompson to jein it as an organ- 

r 





Thompson will probably go back 
to teaching, having taught at the 
U. of Chicago before joining the 
Music. Hall. He was doubling at 
Ph.D. studies while working for 
AGVA. 
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An Open Lefter to 


THE NATIONAL BOARD of AGVA 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


You've been actors and we've been cafe owners for years and years-and years, during 
which period we can hardly remember a time when there has been any feeling of ill will 
between the great majority of cafe owners and actors. 

We like actors .. . we need them in our business. 

Actors like us . . . and they need us. 

Every sensible cafe owner and actor knows that AGVA is a necessary and important part in 
our scheme of things. 

Recently, however, conditions have arisen which have created ill will and a feeling of ani- 
mosity about which you and probably few actors are aware... an ill will that is caused 
by wilfull misstatements, wild rantings and abusive measures which antagonize not only 
cafe owners but AGVA members as well. Recently some of us formed an organization 
called “Theatre-Restaurant Owners of America” referred to under the trade name of TROA. 
For its functions, we hope to reduce the 20% cabaret tax, negotiate with unions to create 
a friendlier solution of our mutual problems, meet with ASCAP and BMI on broad issves 
and to guard against legislation that may hurt our business. Such similar organizations 
have existed for years in every business. Both management and labor find that it is easier 
to do business with a group than with hundreds of individuals. 

There are management groups with whom actor unions do business, namely; Motion Picture 
Producers; League of New York Theatres; Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America; Resort 
Hotelmen’s Association, and Artists Representatives’ Association. 

So what's wrong with a cafe owners association? 

Since its inception TROA has met with a virulent animosity out of all proportion to the stand- 
ards for which it was formed. Actors have been toid in public meetings and in private coter- 
ies that TROA is a union-busting organization, that it is formed to cut salaries and that we 
are a two-headed monster pledged to destroy AGVA. These are the usual rabble-rousing 
lies which have been used so often to further the aims of power-seeking, rabid individuals 
bent on the attainment of their own personal benefit without regard to the will of the major- 
ity. Do you know that at this moment there are strikes in'Chicago, Detroit and Baltimore and 
one settled last week in Philadelphia, so conducted, that it left a bitter taste and a feeling 
of hardship? 

And what are these strikes for? Better salaries? Better working conditions? -Union rec- 
ognitien? 

NO, ladies and gentlemen, these strikes were called because the majority of cafe owners feel 
that the AGVA welfare fund is improperly set up. Out of the $2.50 per person that AGVA 
gets, $2.40 goes to an insurance company in England called “Lioyds” and of this amount 
25% or 60c goes to a broker in Chicago and of the remaining 10c, 6c, we are told, goes for 
expenses, leaving 4c for relief of the actor. 

This welfare fund provides no protection for the actor except in case of accident WHILE THE 
ACTOR IS EMPLOYED. No help is provided for the actor while unemployed; no funds in case of 
iliness of sudden need; no help for him or his wife or family; no fund when he is temporarily 
out of work; no assistance in case he needs train fare to make a jump; nothing, except that 
while he is employed he get: relief in case of accident. 

Now, you and every informed citizen knows that in nearly every state in the nation, COMPUL- 
SORY ACCIDENT INSURANCE IS A STATE LAW, so that the actor is already insured. 

No sensible cafe owner objects to a welfare plan but our argument is:—Why pay money, 
98% of which goes to insurance companies, brokers and administrative expenses, when every 
cent should go to the welfare fund, 

There is one other point of bitter controversy. We feel that most actors are not subject to the 
20% withholding tax and other Federal and state taxes. It is obviously unfair to the actor to 
deduct 20% from his total salary. In this the United States agrees. In a decision handed down 
involving Radio City Music Hall, it was held that some people, notably members of a chorus, 
people who work in production and all actors subject to the direction of the owners, were em- 
ployees; that all actors who played a limited engagement of one or a few weeks were inde- 
pendent contractors and not subject to Federal or State withholding taxes. Because we go along 
with this logical decision we are called “unionbusters” “two-headed monsters” and epithets 
that would make you shudder. 

So, we ask your intercession andthe consideration of every actor. 


TROA does not want to “bust” AGVA, in fact we gladly agree not to use anyone who is not a 
member. Fe 


Now, WHAT DOES TROA WANT? 


1—A realistic welfare plan that will help th2 actor when he needs it; a fund administered 
according to law. 


2—That all actors who work in production ... chorus girls and boys, production sing- 
ers and dancers who ARE employees be termed employees and receive all the rights 
and protection of employees. / 

3—Thai stars and featured actors who contract to operate as independent contractors be 
recognized as independent contractors by AGVA. 


4—That the operator be given a reasonable opportunity to consider when a proposal is 
made by AGVA, to a change in an already existing or new contract instead of ‘sign 
now or we will pull the show.” 


5—Real arbitration (representation by both sides) in case of dispute between AGVA, the 
ARTIST and the OPERATOR. 


6—Recognition of TROA as an organization representing night-club and cafe owners of 
America for their own protection and benefit and the protection and benefit of all who 
work in and for night-clubs and cafes. 
7—No special deals (why have certain cafes paid NO welfare at all and other cafes have 
been closed by AGVA because they didn’t pay?) 
That's all, except we are writing this in the sincere hope that out of your convention will come 
the means with which AGVA and TROA can live in peace and harmony, in @ spirt of coopera- 
tion and helpfulness for the good of all concerned. 


Sincerely yours, 
Executive Committee of TROA 


With the. statements above we are in hearty accord; 
HARRY ALTMAN ...... . BUFFALO, N. Y. -LOU WALTERS NEW YORK CITY 
LENNY LITMAN .. .. . PITTSBURGH, PA. GEORGE A. HAMID . . ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
HERMAN PIRCHNER. .. . CLEVELAND,OHIO JOE BONDS ...... . DALLAS, TEXAS 
MAX COHEN ........ BALTIMORE, MD. FRANK FERRARA ..... NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
HERMAN COMROE ..... PHILADELPHIA, PA. HENRY NEYLB..... MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 
MICKEY CHIADO... . . . DETROIT, MICH. 
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_.. Night Club Reviews 


| Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 

| Blackburn Twins & Marion Col- 
by, Clifford Guest, Dick La Salle 
/Orch, Mark Monte Continentals; 
| $2-$2.50 minimum. 


The Persian Room kisses the 
season adieu with a thoroughly en- 
; gaging stanza consisting of the 
| Blackburn Twins & Marion Colby 
| in the lead spot and Clifford Guest 
| featured. 


The lookalikes return 





to the 


Persian market after a three-year | 


hiatus. 
trioriole in that period and others 


along the clicko route were Janet | 


Blair and Pam Cavan. Meantime 


Royce & Ramon Blackburn have | 


| had their coming-out in pix (M-G’s 


“Words & Music” and WB's “Work- | 
Through College”) | 
| and guestings on such videocratic | 


ing Her Way 
| shows .as Kate Smith’s, Ed Sulli- 
van’s and Berle’s. And lotsa vaude 
and saloon time besides. 

Miss Colby is a plus in the tri- 

umvirate. She’s a striking brunet 
with plenty of class, more person- 
ality than the law 
|}and structural assets that include 
| dietrichs. She can belt out a song 
or change the pace without being 
tapped as a standard chantoosey. 
She fits gracefully into the Black- 
| burn pattern. 

The Twins are energetic workers 
in the song and dance department. 
Their top piece is still the tophat 
and cane “Reflections in a Mirror” 
iwhich they play for 
laughs via what amounts to ad 
libbed missouts on the cigaret bit, 
and it’s here that Dick La Salle 
| pianos his orch into clicko backing. 
| The boys enter 
ichirping to “Put Show on 
Road” and Miss Colby joins them 


| to sing “I Get a Kick Out of You” | 


as they heof in rhythm. This quick- 
| ly segues into talk bits and trio’s 
| kinetic terping to “We're in a 
Dancing Mood.’ The  blacktie 


| Blackburns are rigged out as sight- | 
| seeing guides in matching business | 


| as Miss Colby turns rubbernecking 
| yokel in bumpkin attire and they 
all work up a medley. from 
“Reuben, Reuben,” to “Lullaby of 
Broadway” to “Manhattan Tower.” 
It’s an interesting treatment of a 
| path that’s been well trod. 

The femme’s come-hither gams 
are reserved for the finale, when 
she emerges in briefs to merge 


with the duo in a blues special vo- ' 


| eal that’s mixed with terping. Alto- 
| gether a wining return for the two 
| B’s and their recently acquired foil 
| and sex motif. 


Clifford Guest has been gaining 


tele, in the six years or so since 
he left his native Australia. Smart 
in white tie, the tall, handsome 
Aussie is more than an orthodox 
ventro. His work with the dummy 
in and out of the keister is surefire 
in any situation, considering the 
gradation in voice from loud to a 
pipsqueak. So, too, is his sound 
of galloping horses and baying 
| hounds. 
| fects expért with the dummy as 
prop and sharp patter for the over- 
|all click. For an encore, Guest 
| Improvises an infant from a large 
| napkin and goes through a series 
of crybaby azitics, complete with 
| pacifier, that must be set down as 
a classic of realism. 

To no one’s surprise, La Salle’s 
erew and Mark Monte’s rhum- 
beaters round out ‘the fare with 
their respective backing and dansa- 
pation chores in such music manna 
as to rate them season-long kudos. 

Trau. 


Martha Stewart was their | 


should allow, | 


occasional | 


tapping and |} 
the | 


steadily in the U. S., especially on | 


In short, he’s a sound ef- | 


El Rancho. Las Vegas 

Las Vegas, May 27. 
Katherine Dunham & Co., with 
Vanoye Aitkens, Lenwood Morris 
Frances Taylor, Julie Robinso,’ 
Lucille Ellis, Lavinia Hamilt.,’ 
Ural Wilson, Ricardo Avalos, ¢;’ 
ceron, Rosalie King, Gordon Si 


Mps 








son, Victor Mcunu, Jeanette Wij. 
liams, Albert Laguerre, La Rosa 
| Estrada, Richard Markowitz, eo. 
|tumes by John Pratt; Bob Ellis 
Orch (10); no cover or minimy» 

Katherine Dunham's dance dj. 
| versions, at times exciting and 4)- 
ways colorful, make lure for ec. 
capees to Las Vegas from the 
everyday humdrum. There wil] be 
vociferous fans rubbing elbows 


with casual observers between the 
wheeling and dealing, and whether 
such folkway dithyrambs wil] ap- 
peal to enough numbers for filling 
the theatre restaurant each show 
| remains to be seen. , 


Miss Dunham has slowed up a 
| bit since her last dansology exhibit 
here. She has grown plumpish 
around the midriff and the cele. 
brated gams have added circum. 


ference. Still, in her slow, sensual 
numbers she exudes that sexiness 
so much a part of the various or- 


giastic displays. The Brazilian set 
comprising “Macumba,” “Choro” 
and “Dora” is highly rhythmic and 
filled) with song and motion 
|“Cumbia,” with the candles and 
femmes puffing cigars, hits with 
a strange spell and is further 
| heightened by the followup “Incan- 
tation,” having the voodoo priest 
Ciceron the is actually such in 
Haiti) chant the ritual while Julie 


Robinson and Frances Taylor 
writhe through the primitive 
|rounds. The mood is sustained 


not only in this authentic routine 
(Continued on page 53) 
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ANOTHER 
AWARD! 


Haines Gold Trophy 
For Remote Control 
Card Game 


1953 S.A.M. Convention, 
Cincinnati 
ees 
1950 
Gold Trophy for Professional 
Originality for Quick Change 
Magazine Trick 
Combined $.A.M. 
1.B.M. Convention, Chicago 
1951 
1.8.M. Fleming Medal for 
TV Production Box 
. 1952 
Professional Originality 
Plaque for Color Changing 
Cubes 
S.A.M. Convention, Boston 
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to the Art of Magic’’ 


MILBOURNE 
CHRISTOPHER 


DAVID SHAPIRO AL 4-1077 














TT aA 











MAGICAL 








LOU FOLDS 


ORIGINAL 


Currently 2nd Big Week 


ROXY THEATRE 


NEW YORK 





JUGGLER 



































>! 


ophy 
ntrol 


onal 
ange 


for 


ty 
jing 
ston 


ytions 


-1077 


i 














Wednesday, June 3, 1953 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 51 





Reno-Tahoe Busting at the Seams 
To Break Las Vegas’ Stranglehold 


By MARK CURTIS 


Reno, June 2. 

Las Vegas may be challenged in 
its position as the cafe centre of 
the world, at least during the next 
three months. Nightclubs booking 
top talent will increase in Nevada 
by almost 30% during June, July 
and August. The entire increase 
will take place in the northern part 
of the state as Lake Tahoe unshut- 
ters to join Reno to balance out 
the glittering Las Vegas Strip. 

Four Tahoe cafes, with star at- 
tractions, will be added to the Ne- 
vada roster. With the three big 
niteries in Reno, one hour away, 
this matches the seven resort hotels 
of the booming Strip. A half dozen 
more Lake Tahoe niteries will fea- 
ture lesser acts, combos and orchs. 

The summer playground, 6,500 


| Peggy Lee, Johnnie Ray and the 





feet up in the Sierra Nevadas, offi- 
cially rolls out its 100 miles of | 
beaches on July 15. In that week, 
the Cal-Neva, Cal-Vada, Stateline. | 
and Casino de Paris will start stag- | 
ing shows. 

The Tahce Chamber of Com- 
merce already reports a 50% im 
crease in reservations requests 
over any previous year. This, cou- 
pled with a record Reno estimate, 
will teeter the Nevada show busi- 
ness and gaming activity to the 
northwest part of the state. 

At the north end of Tahoe on the 
California border, two casinos will 
bring in name acts. The Cal-Neva, 
with its casino in Nevada and the- 
atre restaurant in California, opens 
June 19 or 26 (depending on ex- 
pected early biz) with Marilyn 
Maxwell’s package show. Filling 
out Cal-Neva’s season will be Spike 
Jones, Arthur Lee Simpkins, Will 
Mastin Trio (Sammy Davis, Jr.), 
Katherine Dunham, and Carl Ra- 
vazza. Bob Millar’s orch will play 
through the season and Wanda 
Smith will supply the line. 

Cal-Vada’s Lineup 

The Cal-Vada, a hundred yards 
away from Cal-Neva, has set Nat 
(King) Cole to open, probably 
June 19. Following, at two-week 





intervals, will be Frankie Laine, 


Millis Bros. The latter were origi- 
nily scheduled to open the spot’s 
season, but illness in the quartet 
forced the switch. Dick Pierce's 
orch is booked. 





Sanford Adler and Charles Res: | 
nik, co-owners of Cal-Neva, will | 
reopen the Tahoe Biltmore as a} 
combined operation at the north | 
end of the Lake. This will provide | 
more accommodations, another ca- | 
sino, but no shows. In the same 
cluster of clubs, the Northshore | 
will feature small combos and! 
orchs for dancing. 


At the southern end of the Lake, 
Sahati’s Stateline opens June 19 | 
with Joni James. “The season will | 
include Bob Crosby, Nellie Lut- | 
cher, Beatrice Kay, Louis Jordan | 
and possibly Kay Starr. Sterling 
Young's orch, recently replaced at | 
Reno’s Golden by Garwood Van, | 
will play through the summer. 

Lou Walters’ Casino de Paris | 
will try its second season at this | 
end of the Lake, featuring Frenchy | 
floorshows and headliners. Last 
year’s operation kept the spot usu- 
ally jammed, but the casino still 
reported a loss. No names have 
been announced as yet. 

Several other spots, such®as the | 
Wagon Wheel and Gateway Club, 





will feature combos, while the Colo- 
nial will probably continue its biz 
of girl shows. 
fornia border, the Bal-Bijou will 
import name bands. No gambling, 
of course, in this resort. 

Lake Tahoe, although an hour 
away from Reno, is definitely con- 
sidered one of Reno’s attributes 
and vice versa. The whole area of 
Reno and Lake Tahoe comes under 
one promotion since surveys show 
few persons visiting one place who 
do not also visit the other. 

‘Live Ghost Town’ 

The happy arrangement also in- 
cludes the live ghost town, Virginia 
City, where Lucius Beebe and 
Charles Clegg publish the Terri- 
torial Enterprise. 


Just across the Cali- | caused outside interests to begin 


; 
i 





A number of acts will appear in | 
both Reno and at Lake Tahoe this | 


summer, usually moving from one 
right to the other,. The duplica- 
tion has proved no handicap to 
business in either place. 


As Tahoe opens, Reno simply 
“steps up” its activity, booking big- 
ger shows and more important 
names. The Riverside has Peter 
Lind dayes & Mary Healy begin- 
ning Thursday (28), and will keep 
its marquee filled with names like 
Jimmy Durante, Lauritz Melchior 





and Ted Lewis through the remain- 
der of the summer. 


i 

The Mapes Skyroom has booked , 
Paul Whiteman, Nelson Eddy and | 
Katherine Dunham among its sea- | 
son highlights. The New Golden | 
has Louis Jordan, Al Martino, | 
Champ Butler, the Kirby Stone | 
Quintet, among others. 


Temperature Factor 


weight of business to the north- 
western part of Nevada will be 
the “off-season” of Las Vegas. 
Never admitted, and certainly not 
indicated in any letdown of high 
calibre shows, the. summer session 
in Vegas is, nevertheless, its worst 
time of year. Temperatures burn 
a steady 110-120 during the sum- 
mer. However, with all the re- 
sorts aircooled, this has not been | 
too detrimental to the Las Vegas | 
boom. Rooms are still difficult to | 
get on weekends along the Strip. 


On the other hand, the next 
three months are the Reno-Tahoe 
area’s best. That area's next step 
is to promote the northern sector 
as a winter sports arena. The de- 
velopment of Slide Mountain Ski 
area outside Reno has already 








looking for property on which to| 
begin Reno's first “strip” type | 
hotel. 

Due to long years of custom, 
Tahoe will close down almost over- 
night when the seascn comes to 
dead-end on Labor Day. An effort 
is now evident to extend the season 
indefinitely. 





Janis Doubling 
Tailgate trombonist Conrad 
Janis will double between the Ly- 
ceum Theatre, N. Y., where he’s 
appearing in “Time Out For Gin- 
ger,” and Childs Paramount’s 





bandstand where he opens Friday 
(5) for an indefinite run. 


Inside Stuff—-Vaudeville 


James Melton’s bow at the Thunderbird, Las Vegas, last Thursday 
(28) was delayed because of the tenor’s laryngitis. Substituting through 
Saturday night were Dorothy Warenskjold and Joe Gaudio with rest 


of the show intact. 
Sebastian and Dorothy Jarnac. 


Surrounding talent included Los Gatos, John 





A review in Variety of Walton & O'Rourke from the Chicago 
Theatre, Chicago, last week, inadvertently referred to a femme in 


the act. 


Both Walton and O’Rourke are males. 





Magico Startles 25th SAM Session 
By Pulling a Rabbit Out of a Hat 


Another big factor in swaying the |By MILBOURNE CHRISTOPHER | lesson via phonograph record and 


Cincinnati, June 2. 
It finally happened. A magico 
actually pulled a rabbit out of a 
hat at the 25th Annual Conference 
of the Society of American Magi- 
cians in Cincinnati. 


Retiring national president Les- 
lie P. Guest conjured up the bunny 
the last night of the May 27-30 
session at the Netherland Plaza 
Hotel. Though the public accepts 
the rabbit-from-topper trick as a 
symbol of hocus-pocus, it’s seldom 
seen in the profession. Few people 
wear tophats these days and rab- 
bits are troublesome to carry. 


The festivities got underway with 
silent motion pictures of past con- 
ventions featuring Thurston, T. 
Nelson Downs, Cardini, Cortini 
and Blackstone. Lester Lake was 
chief barker for the Magic Carnival 
that followed. 


Max Terhune, veteran Holly- 
wood cowboy-conjurer, emceed the 
first all-star show May 28. The 
Randolphs, of Pittsburgh, racked 
up a solid hit with stunts that 
ranged from passing milk from a 
glass to the centre of a light bulb 
to the vanishing radio. Arie Ches- 
ney, of Hollywood, demonstrated 
that the fer:ale of the magic spe- 
cies is as adroit as the male with 
her lighted cig tricks, double card 
fans and card castle production, 

Bob Haskell, of Hollywood, who 
usually works with his wife, Made- 
line, scored with his solo magic 


borrowed bill in lemon. Al Saal, 
| of Toledo, put his hands to work 
'ecasting shadows and Al and Val 
Sharpe, of Chicago, burlesqued 
mindreading, caused giant cards to 
rise and vanished a birdcage cov- 
ered with a silk scarf. 


Lady Frances, of New York, who 
attracted attention during the day 
by strolling through the town with 
a trained parrot on her shoulder, 
introduced the May 29 bill. The 
Dodsons, of Louisville, revived 
memories with a fast-moving series 
of bird and animal tricks, featuring 
“Where Do the Ducks Go?,” only 
in this case the ducks were geese. 


Tommy Windgor, of Marietta, O., 
played his pitchman role with 
booming voice and gag tricks. Kar- 
rell Fox, a zany trickster from De- 
troit, in gaudy black and white 
spotted dinner jacket, had the 
wizards rocking with laughter at 
his slanted tricks and hellzapoppin- 
type humor. Max Terhune repeat- 
ed, this time with his whistle imi- 
tations and ventro comedy for sure- 
fire laughs. 


Smash hit of the evening wa: 
the 30-minute act of Tenkai & 
Okinu, perhaps the best Japanese 
sleight-of-handers in the business 
Smooth, slick and sure, their magic 
with colored cords, lighted cigs, 
silks, tissue paper and cards drew 
heavy applause. Clincher was the 
rapid production of dozens of 
watches from thin air and, finally, 
two huge, tray-size timepieces. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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CHARLEY ANGELENO, L.A. Examiner: 

"You'll probably have to think back as far as 
the roaring 20's for as colorful and gay an 
opening at the Cocoanut Grove as they had 
for Jimmy McHugh.” 


COBINA WRIGHT, L.A. Herald-Express: 


"Great Act! Packed sellout house!” 





JIMMY McHUGH 


AND HIS SINGING STARS 


God Bless the Press! 


Thank You Louella, All of the Columnists, Newspapers, Disc 
Jockeys, Radio and Television friends for your kindness in helping <i 
to make our first week at the Cocoanut Grove a complete sellout. 


COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES 
PLETE SMASH SELLOUT 


NOW IN SECOND WEEK AND JUST AS BIG 


| OPENING NIGHT: ROSEMARY CLOONEY, COLE PORTER, DINAH SHORE, DONALD O’CONNOR, JANE WYMAN, 
JOHN WAYNE, VERA ELLEN, MERLE OBERON, and Many Others With MARILYN MONROE Introducing JIMMY McHUGH 


PAUL COATES, L.A. Daily Mirror: 
"The Cocoanut Grove may never know on 


: opening night like it." 
EDITH GWYNN, L.A. Daily Mirror: 
"The Cocoanut Grove had one of its biggest 
nights in years." 
JIMMY STAR, Herald-Express: 53 
"Girls more sensational than ever! 
















| SATURDAY, JUNE 6th, LOS ANGELES PRESS CLUB NIGHT HONORING JIMMY McHUGH ‘| 
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for many semesters did a domestic 
wine bath routine on the corner 
of West 15th St. and Surf Ave. She 
and her less publicized showbust 
stripping sisters on the strand are 
banished from the seashore, and, 
as a result, the yearning yokels in 
quest of Giversion don’t know what | 
to do with their libidinous pas- 
sions. It has been suggested that} 
as a substitute the ladies try a/| 
Bowery high striker or a safari on | 
the Cuddle-up. 

Where Tirza once pranced the 
multitudes now discover a knishe | 
kingdom modestly tagged Shatz-| 
kin’s Famous Knishes, purveyers | 
of potato and kashe confections to 
Gowanus gastronomes. Among 
Shatzkin’s other culinary culmina- | 
tions is a cherry cheese knishe 
that has the Bensonhurst Brillat- 
Savarin boychicks belching. 

Not to be outdone by Shatzkin’s, 
Nathan Handwerker, mine host of 
Nathan's Famous, is plugging the 
15-cent weenie, the 10-cent 
and the two-bit Chinese egg roll. 
Only the malnutritious Hottentots 
are overlooked this season on the 
comestible front at Coney. 





Bob Moses’ Commandment 


Continued from page |! 


pizza | 


special holiday displays on the 
nights of July 4 and Labor Day, 
Sept. 7. Schaefer's tab for the 
fireworks will be $15,000. 

An effort is being made to revive 
the annual Mardi Gras shindigs 


(primarily a Surf Ave. spectacie) | 


at the end cf the season. Funds 
for this windup celebration are dif- 
ficult to raise because the Bowery 
and Boardwalk concessionaires as- 
sert they don’t get any of that 
week’s take from the visitors. The 
Surf Ave. ops, on the other hand, 
resent giving their dough for off- 
share fireworks because the Board- 
walk barons pull in most of the 
moola from the moujiks before and 
aiter the fireworks extravaganzas. 
11 Wet Weekends 
| The proletarian playground had 
111 rainy weekends last year and 
| climaxed the season with a Labor 
| Day washout. This was enough to 


drive local showmen into a trauma. | 


Nor has the weatherman been more 
kindly disposed at the outset of 
this season. Memorial Day week- 
end was nearly catastrophic with 
| considerable washouts and chilling 


temperatures. The game, ride and 

Swan Song? lcomestible entrepreneurs re 
Meanwhile the Coney Island | punch drunk from lack of sunshine. 
Chamber of Commerce, prexied| They don't have enough dough to 


this year by Moe Silberman, vet- 


eran op of Moe’s Five-Star ball; 
rolidown on the Riegelman Board- | 
walk, is disturbed by the press re- | 


leases from Park “~ommissioner 
Moses’ headquarters. Commission- 
er Moses, whose object is to up- 


grade and rezone a great deal of | 


the broken, shabby playground 


from a business district to a resi-| 


dential district, has been invited 
to attend a meeting of the sea- 


shure’s chamber of commerce. Pur- | 


pose of the meeting is to correct a 


misconception among the citizenry | 


that this year is Coney’s last year 
as a place of amusement. Meeting 
is planned for tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at the Clam Bar. 

F & M Schaefer Brewing Co. once 
again will co-sponsor the weekly | 
pyrotechnic displays from a moving ' 
barge off the Boardwalk. In co- 
operation with the Coney Chamber 
of Commerce, the brewery will pre- 
sent the fireworks during the sea- 


son on Tuesday evenings from |} 


early June through August with 


|carry rain insurance, nor are they 
impressed with the laboratory 
machinations of the meteorologists 
who say they can send up a smoke- 
screen of silver iodide over the 
Coney area and thus force the rain- 
drops to freeze. This professional 
rain-stopping idea is in the theory 
tage, and consequently the Coney 
ops don't want to spend any money 
on projects they consider egg- 
| headed. 

Fine arts culture hounds will be 
startied to learn that Steeplechase 
Park, Coney’s major citadel of vio- 
lent fun for the patriot, has in- 
stalled an impressive one-man 
show of oils, tempera, etc., of the 


k’s present owners, installed the 
ote A oka with works borrowed 
from the Brooklyn Museum, the 
City of New York Museum, the 
Rehn Gallery which handles 
Marsh, and the private collections 
of Mrs. Tilyou and M. H. Berger. 
Steeplechase also increased its 
parking space by tearing down an 
‘eld bathhouse. Milton Berger is 
handling the park's publicity. and 
'}James Onerato stays on as man- 


ager. 
Gediva, Et Al 
Only apparent change at Eden 
Musee, the Surf Ave. waxwork 
tabernacle, is a large sign over the 
entrance stating that it is “appear- 








ing in the 3-D thriller ‘House of | 


Wax’.” 
on her white steed, and such stal- 
wart ceroplastic highspots as the 
Lonely Hearts Killers and Kathy 
in the Well continue to snare them 


in. For the large Negro trade at} Irving. 


‘the seaside resort Eden Musee has 


The bally is Lady Godiva | 


placed Joe Louis in its hall of | 


fame, while the World in Wax, the 
| Stillwell Ave. waxworks, is plug- 


ging the Florida-terror bombing | 


of Negro leader Harry T. Moore | 


and Jackie Robinson, the Dodger 
star. Willie Sutton, ruminating in 
the clink, should be pleased to 
learn that he continues to get ace 
billing at the World in Wax, as 
does John Christie, the full-moon 
strangler. 

The major bathing pavilions at 


the island have good advance sea- | 


ison rental on lockers but, as of 
ithe moment, single trippers are 
few indeed. There's an increase in 
| kiddie parks with moppets driving 
|their parents daffy on the iinia- 
iture flat and gravity rides. Coney 
has three freakeries, David Rosen 
|}operating two, Fred Sindell, the 
| third. 

There are, all told, more than 
500 concessionaires at the weather- 


| beaten spa this season, and virtu- | 
jally all of them are toying with | 


| tigers’ claws, rabbits’ feet and elks’ 
teeth in an effort to coerce the 
spirits to keep the lousy rain away. 


| Damari’s S.A. Tour 





amusement park and beach scenes; Shoshana Damari has _ been 
by Reginald Marsh, the American | signed for a South American tour 
painter. The shrewd and knowl-| starting June 5 at.Sao Paulo. Her 


edgeable Tilyous, who run the park 
with razor-edged efficiency, de- 
cided to place the Marsh originals 


in what was once dubbed the Tele- | 


vision Hall. Marie Tilyou, daughter 
of the late George, -Sr., and sister 
of Frank and George,- Jr., the 


| husband, Moshe Wil'ensky, will do 
the piano accompaniment. Israeli 
| singer recently gave a concert at 
Town Hall, N. Y., in conjunction 
| with harmonicist Larry Adler. 

| Hans Lederer booked Miss Da- 
|mari’s SA tour. 
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MARGIE 


Opening June 12h CONRAD HILTON HOTEL, Chicago 


Just Concluded, SKATING and DANCING STAR Engagement: | 


. LIDO, Paris 
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LEW & LESLIE GRADE, Inc. 
250 West S7th Street, New York 
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AGVA Gab 


Continued from page 49 


in Germany, and Murray Lane and 
Archie Robbins, who recently re- 
turned from a German jaunt, are 
likely to press for reforms which, 
if not made by the Army, will mark 
the German outposts out of bounds 
for AGVA members. The Variety 
Artists Federation of Britain al- 
ready has ruled the German posts 
verboten. 

Another item expected to come 
before the parley is elevation of 
board member Jimmy Lyons to be 
permanent editor of the AGVA 
house organ. Lyons was recently 
eastern regional director. Eddie 
Rio, Coast regional director, may 
be upped to assistant to national 
administrative secretary Jack 


Also expected to occupy a promi- 





Old Vande Booker Sets 
His Biggest Bill For 
Golden Wedding Anni 


Seattle, June 2 

Friends of the Fdward J 
Fishers, who left here last {a} to 
make their home in California 
|have received invitations to their 
| golden wedding anni which wil) ha 
| celebrated Friday (5) in Redwood 
| City, Cal., where they now resi le 
Fisher is w.k. in the theatre 
} scene. Himself a former entertain. 
jer, he early became associated in 
| booking attractions. Starting 
|New York City some two score 
years ago, he came to Seattle for 
| the old Pantages circuit. Late: 
,opened his own booking offices 
,and “Fisher vaudeville” was a fac. 
|tor throughout the northwest in 





ne 
+ 


nent part of the convention will be | the heyday of vaude. He sold his 
an expanded organizational pro- | agency here to Jerry Ross several 
gram. years ago and retired. His opera- 
The delegates are expected to| tions included bookings to the 
convene Monday (8), and the first|“hotel circuit” of the prewar 
day will be devoted to meeting of | Orient, such cities as Seoul, Sai- 
the AGVA appeals board. Formal | 8 and Shanghai being on the 
confab opening will take place the | Toute for American acts and bands, 
following day, and will continue until World War II broke up t 
until Friday. National Board will | ‘ucrative time, 
convene Saturday and meet for; For the celebration the Fishers 
three or four days to wind up the | have leased the Women’s Club 
convention's unfinished business. which provides a ballroom, stage, 


i oe ‘ dining room and in fact the en- 
Lucille & Desi Love Lucre | %,, iwbhouse,, The invitation 
So Much They'll Hit Out 


}reads “No gifts.” 
For the Outdoor Circuit | “aide, Cafe Dates 
Lucille Ball & Desi Arnaz may | 


do some personal appearances this | Chicago 
season, according to General Art-| Lucille & Eddie Roberts set for 
ists Corp., which is attempting to| two weeks at Park Lane, Denver, 
line up a tour for the video two-| Starting June 19... Four Step 
— 0 - eo Follies, Minne- 
, : ‘ , apolis, July or two weeks ..., 
GAC is seeking to book them on/ Biny Eckstine going into Chicago 
a few fairs and. major outdoor! Theatre June 5 for fortnicht 
spots where large grosses can be| Rudy Vallee to Preview Club. St 
realized. They'll be working on a); Louis, for two rounds starting 
guarantee and percentage basis. | June 23 ... Windsor Hotel, Hamil- 
The “I Love Lucy” leads will be; ton, Ont., signed Rossi & McDer- 
routed so that appearances will | mett for two weeks beginning July 


is 











| 





not interfere with the filming of 
their CBS shows. 


lreland’s Interest In . 
Vaude Reaches Low Ebb 


Dublin, May 26. 
With the Olympia, sole remain- 





ing vaudeville house here, switched | 


over to legit, Dublin has only mod- 
est vaude bills sharing programs 
with films in two houses, the Cap- 
itol and Theatre Royal. Both have 
considered dropping stage acts, but 
they would lose their right to op- 
erate bars in theatres and also 30 
percent refund of the entertain- 
ment tax bite which they are al- 
lowed for part live show. 

Royal, a 3,500-seater, is trying oc- 
casional complete vaude bills when 
big names are available. Next week 
Edgar Bergen is topping a full bill. 
Such a bill means a tax-free show 
which helps to meet acts’ salaries. 

Oddly enough, vaude biz in the 
stix is booming. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 2. 





||| First 3D Ventriloquists 


20 ... Vie Damone set for Chicago 
| Theatre June 26 . . . Ronalds Bros, 
| held over for entire summer in 
change of policy at Cairo Supper 
Club. , 














| At the PALACE, 





| New York, Again!! | 




















LEONARDO 


ANITA 


Mgt.: JACK KALCHEIM 








Birthday greetings to Robert | 
Lewis Dutton and Robert (M-G) | 
Vineillo, both Variety-ites showing | 
up nicely with the rest routine, 

Adonis (Don) Torres, assistant | 
manager of Loew’s 175th St., N.Y., 
registered for the general 0.0. and 
observation routine. J. D. (Jake) 
Batts, a new arrival from Raleigh, 
N. C. (Colony Theatre), is all agog 
over his early progress. é 

Al Brandt, who has been abed 
too long, rates an out-of-the-san 
furlough that he'll spend at the 
Sagamore, Lake George ‘a Brandt 
hotel). _ His wife, Ida, will accom- 
pany him to do the nursing chores, 

Late changes made in our re- 





habilitation department: Forrest 
(Slim) Glenn assisting in labora- 
tory; Sam (RKO) elley and | 


Norma Lattimore, i : | 
Milfred Brown Weg - sar t7.4 
Wasserman, packages and special | 
deliveries; George (Elephants) 
Powers and Domingo Montez. daily 
papers. These appointments de- 
note top progress. 
Write to those who are ili. 


Jack (RKO); 


—— 





LEW 
BLACK 
and 
PAT 


DUNDEE 
(Beavty und 


L. % 
GERBER-WEISS 
ae 
730 Sth. Av., H. Y. 

















Comics — Special Material 
Tailored to You 
Original Monologues, Sketches, Lyrics 


ED HANDMAN 
32 Perry St. New York ORegon 5-0137 














STANTON and STEVENS 
MUSICAL COMEDY TEAM 
Curreatly 
LEON & EDDIES 


NEW York 
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El Ranehe, Las Vegas 
but in others by drummers Albert 
Laguerre, La Rosa Estrada, Rich- 
ard Avalos, who also doubles as 
dancer, and the tub-thumper in 
the Bob Ellis orch. 

Much of “Americana,” which has 
the choral quintet backgrounding 
terps of the peeriod 1900-1920, 
could be dropped in favor of more 
terrif Latinterps with Miss Dun- 
ham soloing. Her 3arrelhouse”’ 
shimmy with Vanoye Ajitkens is 
still a classic, but honors go to the 
male in this earthy terp with amus- 
ing undertones 

Miss Dunham’s “Honey in the 
Honeycomb” is a: letdown afier 
some pretty wild flings of entire 
cast in “Ballin’ the Jack,” ““Maxixe” 
and “Turkey Trot.” Understood 
that “‘Honey” is to be replaced by 
an uptempo number for ali future 
shows, and re-routining plus addi- 
tion of more voodoo and South 
American terps. 

Bob Ellis batons his men through 
some tricky scores, assisted by Miss 
Dunham’s accomper, Richard Mar- 
kowitz, at the stelnway Will 


Riverside, Reno 
Reno, May 28 
eter Lind Hayes . Mary Healy 
at Melano, Warre: Latona & 
Sparks, Riverside Starlets (8), 
Bill Clifford Orch with Betty Holt 
no cover or minimum. 

Cutting-this show down frem its 
original hour and 25 minutes would 
be like trying.te decide which of 
the three dimensions should be 
eliminated. De-emphasis of any 
of the three acts would seem harm- 
ful 

However, luck, which sometimes 
prevails in Reno, can take most the 
credit. Unlike productions in Las 
Vegas, where most shows are built 
carefully from the ground up, 
around the star, in the Riverside 
bookings are made without much 
thought to continuity or compati- 
bility. As a result, sometimes sud- 
den and glaring breaks appear in 
the flow of shows. 

Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy 
have not plaved Reno for three 
years and their arrival was antici- 
pated with nothing less than coro- 


_ nation 
| transitions from hilarity to sudden 


Night Club’ Reviews. 


== Continued from page 50 








excitement. The smooth 
patriotism and pathos is probably 
the most effective part of the H & 
H smart material. Especially is 
this true with Hayes’ w.k. “One for 
My Baby and One More for the 
Road.” In 10 seconds (timed) he 
Stuns the theatre-restaurant from 
high laughter into bewildered si- 
lence. Winding up this routine, he 
clouds up to the verge of tears and 
walks off dejectedly 

The team’s “European Tour” 
takes in a cockney exchange, a 
Parisian bit (with a French ballad 
by Miss Healy while Hayes and 
band members play harmbdnicas), 
a visit to Rome, and finally, on the 
boat batek, an oil-rich Texan, who 
hits a geyser of yocks. 

Hayes still clicks magnificently 
with his loud comments from the 
tables as his wife sings: e.g.. “This 
fella’s got a great voice,” “Check, 
Waiter,” etc. Impreshes of Jean- 
ette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, 
Judy Holliday and Russell Nype 
are hot satire. 

Young Sy Melano is a protege'of 
Eddie Cantar, having appeared on 
his TV show This is his first 
nitery appearance and though fiat 
at times, it is obviously caused by 
first-night-first-show jitters. As he 
gets further into his songs, the 
voice relaxes 

Goodlooking and husky, Melano 
looks assured even in his stiff ges- 
tures. His arrangements are pol- 
ished, usually working in the full 
range and projection of his clear 
baritone. He drifts easily from 
soft, crooning bars to strong ‘“‘op- 
eratic’” bellows. The curly-headed 


youngster builds to impressive end- 


ings for. every song. Repertoire 
shows versatility. and imagination 
—from “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
with operatic “Pagliacci” tossed in, 
to “When the Saints Go Marchin’ 
In,” in a handclapping layout. Me- 
lano’s other numbers include “I 
Believe,” “Because You're Mine.” 

Show opens like a desert tor- 
nado when Warren, Latona & 
Sparks whirl through with some 
comedy acro. A driving, loud mu- 
sical backdrop keeps the pace 
breathless as the trio does nothing 
which looks particularly difficult 
but does it with complete madness 

Marc. 


‘Noel Coward Plays To 


Show Biz Crowned Heads 


On ‘Tiara Time Circuit’ 


London, June 2. 


It doesn’t need a Coronation for 
Noel Coward to pack the Cafe de 
Paris, but with the mass of VIPs 
and tourists who are in town for 
the oceasion, the probiem will be 
to cope with those who will in- 
evitably be turned away. For the 
next four weeks influence will be 
necessary to get a table at this 
No. 1 nitery 

This will be Coward's third sea- 
son at the cafe and the prospects 
are that he will surpass his previ- 
ous successes. He is the highest 
paid British artist in cabaret but 
his record is such that he also 
happens to be the biggest potential 
profit-earner. He is the lure par 
excedlence and the surest magnet 
for all the overseas visitors. 

His opening night was a great 
occasion with a tremendous turn- 

Noel Coward (with Norman 
Hackforth ), George Smith Orch, 
Visdom Lee Quartet: $6 minimun 


out of the nobility and almost 
every leading show biz personality 
Only the Duchess of Kent, who had 
attended his two previous open- 
ings, was missing—presumab'y de- 
tained by pre-Coronation engage- 
ments. The big Ho!lywood contin- 


gent included Humphrey Bogart 
and Lauren Bacall, David O. Selz- 
nick and Jennifer Jones, James 


and Pamela Mason and Robert Tay- 
lor, plus a strong force represent- 
visiting Americans, particularly 
those who had never seen Coward 
perform previously, who were the 
most enthusiastic. Everyone agreed 
he is the show biz phenomenon of 
our time. 

Enthusiasm of the celebrity ring- 
siders was in evidence from the 
moment the star made his entrance 
down the cafe staircase. They even 
cheered his accompanist, Norman 
Hackforth, who preceded him. And 


there was no letup in the applause | 


throughout his entire 45 minutes 
®n stage. The Coward success is 
attributable to (a) his own highly 
Satirical lyrics and ‘b) his unique 
charm at the mike. He has his own 
brand of showmanship which is 
the best medium for selling his own 
numbers. 


The.act per se has little that is 


| plete without “Nina,” 


new, but who complains about hear- 


|ing his vintage lyrics? His show, 


for example, woukd not be com- 
and many of 
the ‘other faves fit snugly into the | 
program. A strong new entry is | 
his latest romantic song, “Alice,” 


| which matches in wit and satire 


most of the other numbers. An up- 
dated version of “Let’s Do It, Let's 


Fall In. Love,” is received with! 


unrestrained laughter is is his 
rendition of the song he wrote for 


Bea Lillie in the ’30s, “I’ve Been 
To A Marvelous Party.” He deals 
himself a strong hand, including 
all the aces in the pack and a 
fistful of trumps 

ro paraphrase the motion pic 
ture cliche, there’s nothing wrong 
vith the nightclub business which 
a Noel Coward cannot put right. 


Vase 
YuToO 


Chateau Madrid. N. Y. 

Angelina Vasqtez, Vicki Mills 
Chet Clark, Al Castellanos and 
Freddie Alonso Orchs; $3.50-$5 
mitntmum. 

Angel Lopez. who now has the 
sole midtown Latin nitery, booked 
a many-faceted bill for this ses- 
sion. It’s a show designed to please 
many types of cafegoers with a 
heavy accent on a pair of strong 
Latin bands to keep the 
addicts in trin. 


rhumba 


Of the three turns on the card 
two of them, Angelina Vasquez and 
Vicki Mills. are described under 
New Acts. The other act is Chet 
Clark, a harmonica player who is 
a pleasant youngster and seems to 
have a highgrade working knowl- 
edge of his instrument. Clark, al- 
though on much too long for his 
own good, played the Palace The- 
atre recently, and seems to have 
enlarged his routine considerably 
His try at audience participation 
by passing out miniature harmoni- 
cas is a heavy time consumer and 
as done presently, doesn’t pay off 
commensurately in audience accept- 
ance. 

Another fault is concentration on 
long and serious numbers such as 
“Rhapsody in Blue” and ‘Mala- 
guena,” which lose his audience. 
His other tunes are good cafe fare. 
Sharper editing would have given 
him a keener impact. 

The Latin beats by the Al Cas- 
tellanos and Freddie Alonso orchs 
provide sufficient incentive to keep 
the floor busy. Jose. 


La Vie Ea Bose, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

With ._ Ella Fitzgerald moving 
|} over to the Birdland on Broadway, 
| Monte Proser, La Vie En Rose 
boniface, has booked another top- 
flight disk combo, the Mills Bros., 
in the headline spot with the rest 
of the show being he'd over. It’s 
a click layovt with Rusty Draper 
dishing up his vigorous vocals and 
the Phii Moore trio, with Dottie 


Salters alternating with Van 
Smith’s threesome for smart musi- 
cal interlude 
The Milis Bros... who came back 
iih a bangs ith thei ecent 
“Glow Worm” smash for Decca, 
are, aS usual, po:ished performers. 
They spice the:r smooth h 1Oniz- 
ng wiih just the right p rtion 
siage business io be a sock 
e-and-e turn. It’s the ving- 
! brand « musi lowever, 
which earns them becoff mitting 


after a turn comprising some 10 
numbers 

They tee off easily with “I'm 
Ajraid To Love You” and step up 
the impact gradually with a run- 
down of such tunes as “Till Then.® 
“Twice As Music,” “Paper Doll,” 
“Up A Lazy River” and “Gow 


Worm,” among others Midway, 
there’s a reprise of this combo’s 
early stvJe of instrumemtal imita- 
ons which zoomed them into the 


bigtime. Another number in this 
genre could be added. Thev cose 


with their standard “Window 
Washerman,” featuring pere Mills 
on his bass-like humming They 
could stay for a half-dozen more 
tunes. Herm. 


Boom -Beaceus. PLomecian 
London; May 29. 
Josephine Baker, Sidney Simone 
and Frank Deniz Orc ns: $2 80 


Rico D’Ajou, who major domos at 
the Casanova, has opened this new 
plushery atop the same building. 
The Casanova is primariily an 
éatery. 

New room is a mixture of excep- 
tional good taste and brash osten- 
tation. Decoratively, it has been 
treated richly with a combination 
of red and gold. Four crystal chan- 
deliers provide the subdued lights 
and the general effect is attractive 
to look at and restful on the eye. 
D’Ajou, naturally, had to go one 
step beyond his business rivals. 
Gold-plated champagne buckets 
decorate the tables with silver and 

(Continued on™page 54) 
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Eighteen years ago this month, Romo Vincent, 
nificent, Obstruction," 
first time in the Biltmore Bowl. 


Vincent perform in New York, Chicago and practically every 
hamlet in the country and never have | found him as potent 
as he was at the premiere of the Bowl’s new show, “Let 


Yourself Go." 


Romo, decked out in his familiar beat-up hat, unwrapped 
@ new repertoire of material that delighted an almost-ca- 
pacity gathering. 
the Texan portrayal, 


The only oldies were 


ROMO VINCENT 


“BILTMORE BOWL IS ROMO-ANTIC 





sssurance and the ease that comes with true 


‘The Magnificent Obstruction’ proving even 


‘Let Yourself Gol’ et ° 


‘The Mexican Ambassador,’ 
—-L.A. Examiner 
Py . 


seasoning of a veteran.” 


VARIETY 

"Romo Vincent tops the diverting new 
package, ‘Let Yourself Go," . which 
Biltmore Bow! boniface Joe Raber hes 
whipped together. Hefty Viecent 
draws favorable -reception with his 
Italian dialectic material, mixing -tunes 
and gags. Comic includes what's be- 
come a virtual standard for nitery 
comics, tagged ‘Lament to Las Vegas’ 
which has some clever lines. Vincent 
has been playing this spot off and 
on for 18 years and still amuses with 
his dialectics of the Italian barber 
who plays the races, and his ‘typical 
Texan’ routine.” 


—Dokw 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 

“Back for the eighth time since 1935 
Romo Vincent's current six-week stand 
at the Biltmore Bowl should equal, if 
not better his previous stays. The 
265-pound comedian-singer socks 
over a song ‘with a style thet pa 
everybody like him. 

“After running the gamut of =e 
cialty songs, all in good taste, Vin- 
cent delivers, in his usually relaxed 
manner, his standard, ‘Easy Street’. 
Gliding from one table to another, 
while seated in o chair he makes this 
nct-too-intimate room appear very 
intimate." 


—Marv Fisher 


SOON TO BE SEEN AS — 


~~ Cafe News: 
“ROMO VINCENT AT BILTMORE 
“The Mag- Comedian Romo Vincent may well face a problem in 
unpacked his song parodies for the maintaining the 270-pound bulk which is his’ trademark, if- 
During these years I've seen he keeps trotting back for encores as he is continually doing 
these nights as star of the new revue, 
Biltmore Bawl. 
more popular than in his last Bowl eppearance, is called 
beck time and agein for more of his original songs, which 
include ‘The Gambler's: Lament,’ 
‘Easy Street’ and and ‘Tony thé Barber,’ " 
both of which ate welcome fare. He 
—tL.A. Mirror 
= % R 


“Biltmore Bowlers love. comic Romo 
Vincent. He's doing big business.” 


—Harrison Carroll 


"Real solid entertainer.” 


—Jimmy Starr. 
L.A. Hetald-Express 


“Comedian Romo Vincent (all 265 Ibs. 
of him) is hilarious with his rendition 
of special songs and gags.” 
—Reoy Hewit? 
L.A. Daily News 





“Eddie Lear” “The Poojah” 
with Martin & Lewis in Hol Wallis’ 
“THE CADDY” “MONEY FROM HOME” 
Poremount Per 3-D—Technicolor 


Special ‘écterial by ELI BASSE and HARRY HARRIS 
New York Representative: JACK DAVIES, 48 West 48th Street 


WM. C." 
in Will Cowen's 


Universel-internetional 


“CAMP JAMBOREE” 


“Sem” 
iw Gross-Krasne's 
“FIFTY DOLLAR BILL” 
Big Town—Television 
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| Lewis, Chuck Wayne Quintet; 


L°Onyx, N. ¥. much less patron interest than 

Ruby Hill, Beryl Booker, Herd! would be obtained by the more 
Dickerson, Nitza Dupree, Jimmy) conventional cafe 0 
‘act immediately following another. 
minimum. | Leadoff is by Rico Turchetti 


| ese Some oat act. comes in with 








=e 
expensi 
sive, although it is 
whether they would improve the 
taste of the wine or bring in addi- 
tional customers. The gimmick 
paid off. however, for pre-opening 
publicity 

The Don Juan operates as a late 
night rendezvous with breakfast 
the only food offered. Liquor is the 
staple commodity and the $2.80 en- 
rance fee cam make thic an expen- 
sive post-prandial pastime. Any- 
way. D’Ajou is aiming high from 
the start, with Josephine Baker as 
his cabaret star appearing at 1:30 
each morning. | 

Chirper delivers a smash lineup 


understand 

floor half-way through the act to 
change gowns. It makes for an un- 
necessar: and awkward hiatus; the 
audiente begins to think of other 
things and she has to win them 
back all ower again. That she suc- 
ceeded in regaining customer inter- 
est is a tribute to her skill. Two 
house combos alternate for the 
heofing music with Sidney Simone’s 
combo doing a solid backgrounding 


1y7o. 


Bar ef Music. 1. A. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Los Angéles, May 28. 


It has been more than two years 
lsince Dwight Fiske played the 
| Coast. and on that basis alone the 


feurrent four-week stand at this 
| Beverly Bivd. spot looks like 
money in the bank. Moreover. 


Fiske fits the demands of the Bar's 
| patrons like a $50 pair of shoes. 
| The saloon circuit’s King Leer 
is peddling most of his familiar 
| material for this stand (“Now, Mrs. 
Pettibone”), but he’s spiked it with 
some new stuff that is in the same 
single entendre vein. The result 
is a 25-minute stint that earns him 
salvos. His encore is “Fourteenth 
Wedding Anniversary.” and even 
though it’s nothing but an old joke 
4 | with the Fiske treatment, it earns 
4 \a begoff. Newer stuff has been 
, | heard by the ardent followers of 
\ Fiskiana on his recerdings,- but 
they lap it up. Naturally, there'll 
be some who wince at the indigo 
material, but the Bar caters to few 
of these purists anyway, so there's 
little prospect that there will be 
complaints. 
Holdover 
continues ts do 
| song styling. Wisely, she’s changed 
her material, cognizant of the fact 
that the Bar caters to a steady 
| patronage. As a resuit, there’s no 
} letdown in her stint, which ranges 
| from the fancy “Fancy Living” to 
the old “Three Little Letters” bal- 
lad that carries a strong torch. 








TERRI STEVEN 


LATIN QUARTER 
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STAR MANAGEMENT Z 


846 7th Ave.. New York BAyside 4091 
pn 


Josephine Premice 





| 

| Kap. 
Ben Seir. N. Y¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

' 


(act clicks here, usually holds it 
over for a long spell and brings 
| it back repeatedly. That's the case 
| with the Mad-Moiselles, who have 
| been at Bon Soir for a few months 


Booked thre WILLIAM SHILLING 
165 West 46th Street 
Mew York City 


in 
that should prove to be the case 





last week. 

| _ Gal has been around the Village 
for a few years now, and she’ 
| improving steadily. She’s a clever, 
| personable satirist who has an ex- 
tremely mobile face and a highly 
| flexible voice, — she uses Doth 











ers and a lam 


mentaries on 


; cates; 
| for potential TV and other family- 
| type exposure. 
; ; | Kemaining acts are all clicko. 
—_———  Mad-Moiselies are a zany trio 
—— biessed with some highly funny 
‘material and the verve to put it 
4| over. Mae Barnes’ blues shouting, 
| hot mama style brings the house 
‘down. Norene Tate, with another 
| Style, clicks on rhythm numbers 
but could use a little more anima- 
| | tion in her ballads. Three Flames 
are a show in themselvé, «doing 


MONDAY NIGHTS jf 2 densup showcutting job and pro- 

4, viding some inventive intermission 

Prize: Professione! Engagement music. As host, Jimmie Daniels is 

| Gupsicste Prizes Awarded te the Case of Tie, | Pleasant and informal, and he turns 


iin a nice songalog too. Chan. 


~ FRANK 
LIBUSE 


with MARGOT BRANDER 


Back in U.S.A. after six months 
at Club Lido, PARIS. 1953 
played Detroit Athletic Club © 
Beverly Hills Country Club, 
Newport, Ky. © Chase Hotel, 
St. Lowis © Eddy's, Kansas City. 


NOW—Fourth Week 
DESERT INN 
LAS VEGAS 
Pers. Mgt.: AL GROSSMAN 









































a solid job .of sexy | 


This Village intimery, once an, 


their second time around. And. 
‘with Charlotte Rae, who bowed 


which has foot pedals for changing 


Talent pattern for this new west | 
pitch. Instrument has rich tonal 


‘side bistro is apparently an at-| 
tempt to combine the elements of | texture, and achieves a number of 
such established New York spots/ remarkable effects which Turchetti 
as the chichi set’s Blue Angel and | exploits to the fullest. He uses a 
the jazz crowd's Birdland. It’s an/ rubber comb on the guitar to sim- 
‘odd mixture that doesn’t offer | ilate a banjo for “Ballin’ the Jack 
quite enough to satisfy either the | and gets hefty reception. His other 
Blue’s drifters or the Birdland’s/nymbers, :replete with barnyard 
nomads. Until L’Onyx finds its | and train sounds, get a good reac- 
own level it'll have trouble find-| tion and for changes of pace he 
ing a steady clientele. strums on a small uke. 

Lined up on the current layout Lucille & Eddie Roberts follow 
are such intimery styled perform-| with a novelty mental act which 
ers as Ruby Hill, Nitza Dupree and | leaves the audience confused and 


Herb Dickerson and such jazz-} delighted. Femme, blindfolded 
sters as Beryl Booker and the| works the podium with her hus- 
Chuck Wayne Quintet. Bi!l is so| band wafdering among the table- 


overloaded that it can’t help sag-} holders in the thought-transmis- 
ging. | sion routine. The act depends upon 
Miss Hill, a goodlooking Negro} the deft, witty patter between the 
thrush. headlines with spotty|two, and although the humor is 
songalog. Her stuff for the most / spotty, the duo gets a heavy salvo 
part lacks verve and she builds {of applause. 
little interest until the finale with} Herb Jeffries, a highly stylized 
a strong rendition of “Come Rain 
or Come Shine.” There are 
slick standards in her repertoire | 


terest due to the long wait. He 


(“I Get a Kick Out of You,” “Do I | gets the audience in his hand with 
Love You” and “If Yeu Should; “Basin Street Blues” which he 
Go”), but her treatment is run-of-| opens in the darkened wings. The 


mill despite evidence of well-|lyrics of “Old Man River” and 
trained vocal chords. With an at-| “Blues in the Night” hardly call 
tractive combination of body and } for the joyful upbeat which Jef- 
pipes, there’s no reason why more | fries gives the tunes, but the cus- 
fire can’t be projected. The other 
vocalists on the bill, Nitza Dupree | usual treatment. 

and Herb Dickerson, are reviewed | During “I’m in the Mood for 
under New Acts. i Love” Jeffries tours the tables 


The music here is pegged for| with a handmike, and gets yocks | 
the avante garde ear. Miss Booker’s| with some brief customer solos. | 


_keyboard technique is reminiscent | His most sensitive treatment is re- 
of George Shearing’s. but there’s| served for the closing number, 
enough of her own 88 form inter-| “Flamingo,” after which he fades 

|spersed to give her an individual | into the wings, still singing amid 

plus rating. Gets across lively in- | the enthusiastic mitting. 

terpretations of fave melodies 

and esprewions neatly without los- Eddvys’. K. C€. 

|ine the melodic strain. 3 Stu » 

| Chuck Wayne’s combo (piano.| Helen PO ene City, Bidy 38. 

guitar, bass. drums, sax) hits an| Tony DiPardo Orch 

exciting beat as they ride through | 

some familiar and waned oes, | 

Each item gets a thoughtful and the Eddy establishment is some 

ear-arresting workover. Group is 4 | thing of a change in policy as she 

socko bet for jazz spot bookings. | js the first of the name songstresses 
Jimmy Lewis emcees amiably o play a date here 

enough but goes overboard in the | with the comedy talents of Danny 








Advent of Helen O'Connell to 


| song department. Since room is al-| Crystal the lineup is one which fits | 


readv up to its ears in vocalists, 
his stint could easily be eliminated. 
Gros. 


Sans Seuci. Mentreai 

| Montreal. May 29. 
Yma Sumac (with Moises Vi- 

ranco). dack Styka Orch {10}, 

Peter Barty Combo (4); $1.50 cov- 

er. 


the plush room very well, and a 


| emerge. 
| approval and biz in general, the 
| spot could stand a combo like this 
| often. 

In the opening half of the bill 
Crystal shows a range of abilities 
|from vocal impressions to story- 
| telling and comedy chatter. He 
| kids with m.c. Tony DiPardo, reels 
This is Yma Sumac’s first nitery | Off a bit of a monolog on the 
; appearance in Montreal since she | clever side, and tells a story or two 





| worked the old Samovar Club in| before getting into his impressions. | 
=| 46 with basically the same act but | He satirizes auditioners, pop sing- | 


known then asthe Inca-Taky trio. | ers of the day, and imitates instru- 
|The Swmac currently at the Sans| ments. Session keeps the interest 
| Souci is a much improved perform-/| high, brings a good round of 
jer: her command of English is | laughs, and generally sets the house 
| better; she has included more com- | for the songstress to follow. 
mercial songs and along with the} Fortnight here is the first for 
original trio are two bongo boys | blonde Miss O'Connell in a K. C. 
who add color to overall presenta-| Night spot, and she makes herself 
tion and cut a neat session on their Tight at home in the room. In a 
own during one of the star's cos-| Pink strapless tulle outfit, she car- 
tume changes. |Ties off her part of the 

In some ways, the original im- | With a proper proportion of casual- 
pact of Miss Sumac has been lost | R€SS and a large share of her re- 
to commercialism. The beautiful — song stylings. Thro t 
Peruvian and Inca costumes which | "eT 10 numbers reception is clicko, 
she once wore have given way to | reaching near ovations in a couple 
Don Loper’s cafe creations, and a|°f spots. To open she goes tmn- 
complicated series of light cues do | ediately into a rhythmic “Here I 
little for the exotic looks of this | G0 Again,” switches to fullblown 
artist. There-seems to be too much | ballad, “Wish You Were Here,” and 
emphasis on production which de-|'Uns out a brand new one, “I'm 
tracts from the previously experi- | Walking Behind You.” Trio of re- 
enced impact of her amazing voice | Corded hits from her Dorsey band 
| stylings. days, “All of Me,” “Green Eyes,” 
| Opening with a dramatic version | 82d “Tangerine,” draw as big a 
,of “The Earth Trembles,” Miss | ™Mitt-as anything of the evening. 
| Sumac switches to a Peruvian lull- | Last section includes “I'm Getting 





of one | 


| playing an unusual electric guitar | 


baritone, being the closer, suffers | 
some | most from the lagging customer in- | 


tomers are happy with the un-| 


Danny Crystal, | 
(8); $1 cover. | 


Combined | 


well-knit entertaining 40 minutes | 
On the basis of customer | 


,) aby and then reprises “Inca Love 
| Song” from her platter album to a 
| fine reception. Bowing out for cos- 
tume change, she leaves stage to 
, drummers Sa and Sibonney, 
| who, are followed. by an exciting 
dance sequence by Vulita, a regu- 
‘lar performer ‘with Miss Sumac. 
Second half of_ offering is best 
when guitarist Moises Vivanco, 
|Miss Sumac’s composer-husband, 
comes out to accomp chanteuse ina 
series of original Peruvian songs. 
It is during this set that gal is 
socko as she spans octaves with 
ease in a manner almost sensation- | 
al. Biz has been sc good, manage- 
ment is holding Miss Sumac and 
company over for an extra week. 
Newt. 


Black Orchid. Chi 
_Chicago, May 26. 
| Herb Jeffries, Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts, Rico Turchetti, Jim Stuts 
| Trio; $4 minimum. 


| 





i 








Current bill fits well in this 
, house, and each of the acts is like- 
| wise better than average fare for | 
, the more standard’ niteries. How- | 
|) ever, show suiicrs from having | 
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jabout 20 minutes wait between | 


a oo 


Sentimental Over .You,” “Loveli- 
est Night of the Year” and “’S 
Wonderful.” Quin. 


Copacabana, Londen 
London, May 23. 
George & Bert>Bernard t 
| George Pearce}, Dave Shand ani 
Francisco Cavez Orchs; $5 mini. 
| mum. 





It had to come, of course, and 
‘now London has a Copacabana of 
its own. Eustace Hoey, who oper. 
ates the Ward Room club in May- 
fair and was formerly associated 


of the Colony and Astor. has 
branched out on his own to intro 
duce this new lavish restaurant in 


the heart of the West End. 

And he has started off on the 
grand scale with two firstclass 
bands and a top cabaret attraction 
in George & Bert Bernard, ng- 
time favorites around these parts. 
The room is gaily decorated. There 
is a small stage for the performers 
and adequate dancing space. The 
one snag from the artists’ point of 
view is the “T” shape of the main 
restaurant which might put some 
ef the diners out of range of the 


(Continued on page 55) 











SYMPHONY ON ICE 
Just Concluded 
Successful 8-Week Tour 
of South America 


ROGER PRICE 
Currently Headlining 
San Souci Hotel, Miami Beach 


ZIPPY and LEE 
Ed Sullivah 
"Toast of the Town” 
TV Show 


Booked by 


HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 
New York 
152 W. S4th Se. 
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_VEHUS DE MILO 
Montreal, Canaca 
Open June 9th 
The CORONET 
ity Quebec, Can. 








| Quebec ¢ 


oo: 
FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 
presents 





Brussels 
American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
it’s the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washingtoa Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 
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“The Juggler” 


*& bobby may 


“The Juggler” 


"Now ELMWOOD CASINO, Windsor, Ont. 
MAY 18th to JUNE 14th 


Thanks Al Siegel, Mies Ingalls, Pete lodice 
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Copacabana, London 
stage. During the current Corona- 
tion season there should be no dif- | 


ficulty in keeping the ringside | 
tables occupied but it will de- 


mand considerable ingenuity and | 
resourcefulness, plus 
quality in cabaret, to compete with 
the established nightspots, many 
of which have been experiencing 
jean times. 

As the opening headliners, 
George & Bert Bernard have set 
a standard which will need to be 
maintained. Notwithstanding the 
many similar type acts, they are 
still the standout mimists yet seen 
hereabouts. Dressed as usual in 
Andrew Sisters’ costumes, they put 
on a sock comedy entertainment 
with new bits of material to give 
the act a fresh veneer. The oldies 
remain the faves and when they 
were not forthcoming, the hep au- 


dience was clamoring for them, 
but the new additions to the rep-| 
ertoire included a standout satiri- 
cal impression of Johnnie Ray 

Their operatic selection remains 
one of the highspots and their in- 
terpretation of the “Hungarian 
Rhapsody” is standout. The Ber- 
nards and their immaculate tim- 
ing provide a gloss to their per- 
formance. Myro. 














BIMBO'S 365 CLUB 


Sen Francisco, Cal. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches ef Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—Ali 35 issves $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 

inning with No. 1—Ne Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 © 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET... ... $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
rH CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
GAGS. ae bore ayer o guna 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54th St.. New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


consistent | | 


, Top’s. San Diego 

San Diego, May 27. 
Jack Smith (with Buddy Pep- | 
per), Patsy Shaw; Don Howard, | 
| Freddy Aune Orch. Sally Ann Da- 
vis; no over or minimum. 





Recent flurry of w.k. film names 


notwithstanding, this is Yale 


Kahn’s most entertaining offering 
since Nelson Eddy’s break-in six 
months ago, Oddly, singing come- 
dienne Patsy Shaw and smiling 
singer Jack Smith seem to compli- 
ment each other, netting strong 
word-of-mouth biz 

Although slightly Miami Beach 
and New Yorkish for this room, 


pert Miss Shaw builds to socko 
response on songalog, starting with 
spicy special material on “Just One 
of Those Things,” Razmataz bit on 
“Moe Pincus, Won't You Come 
Home” is okay, but Miss Shaw cor- 
rals room with tribue to Broadway 
femmes in “hall of fame.” This 
songalog contains salutes to Tan- 
guay, Helen Morgan, Merman. 
Sophie Tucker—with carbon of 
Jolson for finale switch. 

Blonde chirp’s “Music Music Mu- 
sic’ parody rates belly laughs 
“Mad About You” is begoff offer- 
ing. Canary-comic is a true pro, 
loaded with good material and a 
(sock delivery. Even when some 
of her stuff was over-smart and not 
geared for Top’s clientele. they 
loved her on both shows caught. 

Likewise a confident pro, Jack 
Smith wraps up this audience with 
ease. Clean-cut, good-looking 
|singer launches songalog with “I 
Wanna Be Happy” to establish 
smile motif. But unaccountably, “I 
Believe” is received okay but is 
seemingly too heavy a tune to_be 
spotted second. On second show, 
| singer replaced with “But Not For 
|Me” for much stronger palm. 


| After change of pace, Smith 
scores with medley, donning appro- 
j priate hat for each tune: “It’s Nice 
to Get Up in the Morning” merits 
|Scottish tam; fruit-ball lid is 
adorned for carbon of Carmen Mi- 
randa on “We're on Our Way” 
and green Irish lid for “Little Bit 
of Heaven,” for best mitt. 
Building easily, tall, curly-haired 
singer comes up with’ a show- 
stopper in his version of Johnnie 
|Ray doing Smith-type song with 
smile in voice and vice versa. 
| Pounding bongo drum, singer then 


goes , Spanish kick for “Rica 
Pulpa” “Rich Fruit”) followed 
by “Song From Moulin Rouge.” 


Latter shows nice lyric sense and 
is powerful pitch for distaffers. 

| Smith's ingratiating charm comes 
,to fore again in comic .“Evils of | 














| Drink, ” banging tamborine with: 


Salvation _Army-type backing by, 
musickers. Comes back for old ra- | 
dio theme; “Same Time, 
Place,” that earns hefty recognition 
mitt and begoff 


Smith is a clatsy pefformer— 
happily by 88ing of Buddy Pepper, 
who also keeps Freddy Aune’s 
| tooters in gear for backing chores. 
In debut here, Aune’s men do 
well for terpers with pleasant busi- 
ness man’s bounce, as required. 
Don Howard handles emcee duties 
in good fashion. Don. 








Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas. May 28. 
David Rose Orch (28 4ndy & 
Della Russell, Rafa ‘dh Me endez, Mar 
jorie Lee, Herb FI! ington, Fla 
ngo Starlets 8 to cover or 


nimum 





David Rose has delayed his debut 
in niteries and hotels for some 
time, but with times being what 
they are and a neat offer from the 
Flamingo for an all-out spring- 
board, he jumped into the new 
medium. His popularity over the 
years via AM shows (Red Skelton), 
M-G-M disks, plus backgrounding 
and scoring for Metro studios, will 
succeed in bringing many of the 
faithful to view as well as listen 
Entire layout is rich in musical 
calories, with Andy & Della Russell 
pipings, Rafael Mendez trumpet- 
ings, and as such may not enthuse 
revelers looking for flashy setups 

Rose is one of the few maestros 
of larger musicrews who has 
stamped his compositions and 
arrangements with a singular 
signature. The silken texture of 
his strings, playing against muted 
effects of brass and intricate reed 
figures, produces a rich effect. He 
brings to Vegas a “new sound” — 
big, multi-toned and lush. In keep- 
ing with quality of his various 
platters, he insisted upon a new 
amplification system 
Flamingo Room, which has resulted 
in reception similar to “stereo- 
phonic” sound. All the _ subtle 
nuances are heard from the strings, 
12 in all; percussive underscorings 


two pianos are intensified. 


Although his podium manner is 
without baton gymnastics or spot- 
light preenings, Rose has good 
stage presence, and gives masterful 
strokes to “South Pacific Mediey,” 
for rousing opener; later collection 
of pops are ably vocalized by 
Marjorie Lee and Herb Fleming- 
ton. In bringing out his w.k. 
“Dance of the Spanish Onion,” 
“Holiday For Strings’ and a new 
score from pic, “The Clown,” he 
has the Flamingo Starlets illustrate 
the many measures. This is a neat 
touch, with the Lindsay-Sapphire 
choreography gloving each melody 


very well, and femmes terping in| 
back- | 
and | 


outstanding fashion. As 
ground for Rafael Mendez, 
Andy & Della Russell, orch is good, 


although a trifle under-accelerated | 


Same | 


in the large? 


from harp, two drums, basses and | this 











Most baffling bit of business to 
those in the know was. Tenkai’s 
casual wrapping of a silk in paper, 
snipping both in half, then restor- 
ing the silk. 
Half-Hour Kinescope 

Educational lectures, originality 

contests and dealer demonstrations 


took up most of the afternoons 


Don Alan, of Chicago, was out- 
standing with his rings, silk and 
egg technique and his witty talk 
on TV. He ran a 30-minute kine 
scope of his most recent “Magic” 
show to demonstrate how his ideas 
worked out in actual use. J. B. 
Bobo, of Texarkana, Tex., skillfully 


exhibited and revealed his special- 
ties with coins, ribbons and cards 


during his “Magicians Only” talk. 
Stewart Judah, of Cincinnati, ex- 


plained in the minutest detail his 
approach to intimate entertaining 
with dice, cards and billiard balls 


at the final behind-closed-doors 
session. 

A closeup team consisting of 
Don Alan, Bobo, Al Saal and Jack 
Chanin, “of Philadelphia, late: 
showed their micromagic at 


planned intervals for small groups. 

The top conference awards for 
originality went to Bob Haskell 
and Milbourne Christopher. Has- 
kell copped the Bromfield Trophy 
by making a miniature TV set out 
of a shoebox, milk bottle and coat- 
hanger, which produced a picture 
of a selected card on its screen. 
Christopher won the Haines 
Trophy by nonchalantly directing 
two spectators on the stage as they 
dealt and played a hand of poker 
while he strolled through the au- 
dience. 


_New President of the SAM for 


for some of the Russell duets. From 
initial venture, Rose can fill 
many bookings in class spots every- 
where, if such bistros can stand the 
freight for such a_ specialized 


| ensemble. 


Andy & Della Russell please with 
sprightly song trainings. From 
Andy’s solos comprising his fave 
disks of a few years ago to a new 
Coral release, “Heaven Help This 
Heart of Mine,” into entrance of 


Delia, the light spirit is main- 
tained. Furthered by pair's war- 
bling, interwoven with spice and 
cute touches, act bows off to big 
mitts. 

Mendez proves his legendary 


prowess on the trumpet with com- | 


plicated tongueing of “Tico Tico” 
and “Chapanecas,” aided in rhyth- 


mic handclaps by tablers. Receives | 
ovation for his brief but superlative | 


musicianship. Will. 

















Magico Produces Rabbit. 


Continued from page 51 jaa 
, 1953-54 is William bresuead of 








Wethersfield, Conn. Gerald Kosky, 
of L. A., is the new first v.p. Be- 
ginning next month the magazine 
of the society increases a third in 
size, to 44 pages. The writer was 
elected to a fourth term as editor. 

Final show of the conference 
followed the annual banquet. In- 
troed were Ace Gorham, of Derry, 
N. H.: Willard Smith, of Holcen, 
Mass.;: Haskell; Ray Muse, of Cali- 
fornia, with his rollicking Gay "90s 
“Great Amuso” act, and Les 
Guest, who “startled” his fel sala 
sorcerers with the rabbit-from-hat 
production. 

Spotted in the audiences during 
the conclave were Dr. Harlan Tar- 


bell, back from his British tour; 
Chop Chop, currently on the bill 
with Ted Lewis at Beverly Hills, 
across the river; MacDonald Birch, 
who troupes one of the few re- 
maining large shows each year 
through the middle west; Bert Al- 
lerton, for years the closcup spe- 
cialist at the Pump Room in Chi- 
cago: Phil Thomas, whose tricks 
are seen on WBAL-TV in Balti- 
more, and Alvin Plough, editor of 


“The Linking Ring,” magazine of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Magicians. 











“SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St. 
New York —- Plaza 7-6300 





















































I'VE NEVER 
BEEN HAPPIER. 
* 


THANKS FOR 
SIGNING ME FOR 
NEXT SEASON! ! 
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Watch for Warner Bros. 
Release of 


“THREE SAILORS 
AND A GIRL” 







Currently Appearing 


ill Miller’s Riviera 


FORT LEE, N. J. 




















Wednesday, June 3, 1953 
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Barns Stirring; Paper Mill in Hiatus: 
Lakewood, Niagara Prep Seasons ‘i-'222c0'o0 ate. 3s" 


Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, 
N. J.. is cancelling out summer 
productions this year for the first 
time since its inception in 1938. 
Theatre, which originally began as 
a strawhat operation, has gradual- 
ly been shifting towards a winter 
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Elsie Ferguson in Barn 
Return at Stockbridge 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 2. 


Jessel to Emcee Yiddish 
Theatre Benefit in N.Y. 


George Jessel will emcee a bene- 


marking the 75th anni of the Yid- 
dish theatre in N. Y. Actors from 
the Yiddish and English stage will 
participate. 

Benefit is being held under the 
auspices of the Hebrew Actors Un- 
| ion and the Greater N. Y. Commit- 
: tee for State of Israel Bonds, 








No. | Issue 


Point’ Backers Get 13739 
Return on 1006 Outlay 








Anti-Commie Politics, Not Policies, 


in Equity Elections 


* Politics, rather than union poli- 


cies, has quickly been made the 
principal issue in the Actors Equity 
election to be held this Friday (5). 
| That was expected, particularly 
with the entry of an independent 


9 se | li : as “Point of No Return,” Paul Os- ticket representing the conserva: 
stock setup.” In 1944, house began | W illiam Miles swings into action | | born’s dramatization of the John P. tive faction in the membership. 
enlarging on its summer season by | at the Berkshire Playhouse here | Marquané novel, made about $75.- Indie slate is concentratin, on 
extending presentations 


past 
Playhouse, which will 
with a probable 


Christmas. 
close June 13, 


June 22. It marks the 23d season 
for this spot and the 15th under 
Miles’ direction. His inaugural this 


Hazel’ Still Needs 


000 profit on its $100,000 invest- 


|ment, representing 137!2°o return 


the political angle, calling Commu- 
nism the “No. 1 problem which is 


; ; to the backers. Additional reve-/|facing all unions today.” Regular 
opening around Aug. 15, has been | season will have Elsie Ferguson in | ;nue will probably come from stock ticket, representing liberal forces 
running consecutive stock produc-/| a new play. “And Two Make Four,” | and amateur rights and a possible in the union, is stressing various 

: tions since ~~ of —~ year. ‘ae by Courtney Abbott. 0 ef vel film sale. Equity problems, however. Open 
| Peg phe hag ee fo aan. It will be her first appearance on | Leland Hayward  production,| meeting to discuss the issues was 


m- 


pir 
in- 


June and runs through mid-August. 
Drop in attendance during that in- 
terval has been consistent since 
1948, according to a management 
rep. 





Benchley ‘Frogs’ 

“The . Frogs of Spring,” the 
Nathaniel Benchley play adapted 
from his novel “Side Street,” will 
be given a pre-Broadway tryout at 


John Lane’s Ogunquit (Me.) Play- } 


house Aug. 3-8. Hiram Sherman 
and Anthony Ross, scheduied to ap- 
pear in the Broadway presentation 
under the production banner of 
Lyn Austin and Thomas Noyes, 


the summer circuit and her first 
playing since “Outrageous Fortune” 
|On Broadway 10 years ago, when 
}she returned after a 13-year retir- 
jment. Her principal supporting 
player will be Anthony Kemble 
Cooper. 


Sadler's 50% Sold 





‘For Sept. N.Y.R 


| With its N. Y. engagement (be- | 


| “Hazel Flagg,” the Jule Styne- 
|} Anthony B. Farrell production at 
ithe Mark Hellinger, N. Y., still 
|needs around $130,000 to get into 
|the black. The musical version of 
“Nothing Sacred” was capitalized 
at $240,000, including 20% over- 
call, and cost $244,284 to bring in. 
First return of $20,000 was paid 
|to the backers last week. 

| For the five weeks ended May 
|9, the show grossed $222 270 for 
jan operating profit of $40,385. 
| That brought the operating net to 
| date to $108,986 and left $135,298 
| still to be recouped. For the en- 
suing two weeks the musical 


will perform in the barn offering. | ginning Sept. 13) still months off, | grossed nearly $72,000 fot an esti- 
Burgess Meredith will perform in| Sadler’s Wells Ballet of London| mated operating margin of $3,500 


the barn offering. Burgess will di-| has sold out half its run via mail | to $4,000. Last week’s $34,352 gross | 


rect. 


house, incidentally, will include 
Stanley Chase, publicity; Henry 
Weller, returning as business man- 


ager; and Robert Shaw, returning | 


as treasurer. 


Lakewood's Bow 
Lakewood, Me., June 2. 





John Morley and Jan Sherwood | 
have been engaged for leads by the | 


Lakewood Theatre, which opens 
its 53rd season Saturday night (6) 
with S. N. Behrman’s “Jane.” Vel- 
ma Royton will have the title role 
and the cast will include Reynolds 
Evans, Eugene Stuckmann, Morley, 
Martha Randall, Bill Story, Lucille 
Sears and La Vonne Harris, with 
Henry Richards as directér. 

“Jane” will run through 
week of June 8 and will be fotlow- 
ed by “Two Adams for Eve,” which 
will introduce Miss Sherwood; 

(Continued on page 60) 


Conn. Solons’ New Law 





the | 


orders, with over $200,000 already 


|troupe’s American management. 


| Expectation is that only side seats | week. breaks even at around $33.- | Actors 


and $1.20 ducats (always the most 


House) will be left by curtain time. 

The 200G came in in two and 
one-half weeks, which means out- 
grossing any show on Broadway. 
It was also taken in, according to 
j the Hurok office, without a single 
news ad, merely on newspaper 
stories about the engagement and 
via the Hurok mailing list. Hurok 





| Office ran its first ad, an 18x2, in| 


the N. Y. Times and Herald 
Tribune 10 days ago (May 24), 
| soliciting queries, and it received 
2.000 letters requesting data on 
dates. Since a customer usually 
buys three or four performances, 
with average orders around $20, 
| the Hurok office estimates it will 
|} garner $40,000 on an ad cost of 


| $150. 


to the U. S. ‘it was here previously 


difficult to sell at the Met Opera | 


involved an estimated $1,000 net 


| 
Personnel at the Ogunquit Play-| received by the Sol Hurok office, | more. 


| The show, currently in its 17th 


/000 gross. 


De Mille’s ‘Bach to B’way’ 
| Big Jack-in-the-Boxoffice 
| 25-Week, 110-City Tourer 


| A completely new concert at- 
traction. whose subject material 
and artists are quite unknown to 
‘the field, has been booked solidly 
i|for a 25-week tour of 110 cities 
next season. in one of the major 
surprises of the longhair business. 
+Event is the Agnes De Mille Dance 
| Theatre, presented by Sol Hurok 
'and booked by National Concert & 
Artists Corp. j 

| Attraction, comprising 25 danc- 
ers, singers and musicians, has 








j 


$3,500 to $4,000. Tour. consists 


|with Henry Fonda in his original 


| May 23 in Los Angeles. It played 
|on Broadway all last season. When 
ithe shew folded it had earned $78.,- 
1947 profit, but closing expenses re- 
| duced that figure. 
|000 net has been distributed, but 
the balance will be paid shortly. » 


2226 to Needy 
By Actors Fund 


A total of $222,597.97 was meted 
out to needy actors and actresses 
by the Actors Fund during the fis- 
|cal year ended April 30. Sum in- 
cluded the cost of maintaining the 
Fund Home, Englewood, 
iN. J. Net receipts from special Ac- 
itors Fund benefit performances 
| during the past season totaled $38,- 
|274. Summer theatre collections 








| hit $16,833.52 and the Actors Fund | 
| drive netted $94,744.69. A total of | 


| 11,024- relief cases were handled 
during the year. Membership te- 

taled 2,567. 

.Walter Vincent, Fund  prexy 
|since 1941. was relected at org’s 
| 7ist annual meeting held in N. Y. 
;a week ago. 
| Katharine Cornell, 2d veepee; Vin- 


ton Freedley, treasurer; and Rob- | 


ert Campbell, secretary. Reelected 
trustees for three years were Mar- 
cus Heiman, Bobby Clark, Emil 
|Friedlancer, John Golden, John 
| Alexander and John Shubert. Gil- 
; bert Miller was elected first veepee 
to succeed the late Harry G. Som- 


| Sadler's, making its third visit) heen booked at an average fee of | ™ers and-Mauric Evans was elected 


to the board of trustees. 





| starring role,-closed a season’s tour | 


Thus far, $30.- | 


Also relected were | 


held by the liberals last week at 
Sardi’s Restaurant, N. Y. 

In a circular to the membership, 
a committee supporting the regular 
ticket pledged its “determination 
to build a beiter, stronger union 
to serve all the members” and 
cited as prime issues “exploring 
wider fields of theatre emplovment, 
Equity Library Theatre, pension 
plan, Negro employment, better 
contracts and improvement of un- 
employment insurance payments.” 

It asks of the independent ticket, 
“Where are their ideas or plans 
for a stronger, better Equity? Why 
did Ann Thomas and Loring Smith 
say they were too busy to accept 
the candidacy they were offered 
on the regular ticket, and then turn 
around and ran on-an independent 
ticket? Why does Sidney Black- 
mer (whose Council attendance 
record was poor based on the time 
he was in New York) feel he de- 
serves support for a more impor- 
tant post? Is their ticket repre- 
sentative of the multiple needs of 
the membership?” 

Committee statement continues, 
“The regular ticket has stated its 
aims, its ideas, and its beliefs. They 

(Continued on page 60) 








Anatol’s ‘Affairs’ Calls 
For 4 Femmes, Not One, 
Schnitzler’s Son Rules 


Philadelphia, June 2. 

Penn Valley Play Series, Main 
Line subscription group which 
offered four plays this year using 
Broadway names at head of casts, 
had to cancel the final offering, 
Arthur Schnitzler’s “The Affairs of 
Anatol.” after the playwright’s son, 
| Heine Schnitzler, of Hollywood, re- 





in the "48-49 and ‘49-'50 seasons,! mainly of one-nighters, with its | 


Kayos Ban on Critic; , | while its junior troupe, Sadler’s | longest 


fused permission for the produc- 
| Wells Theatre Ballet, 


reo <i stand only three days. | ¢ ; tion. 
is Theatre Mgt. Still Sore season), will dance cue eam te pr po hi oo y icky BANANA STILL LACKING | According 



































to the Penn Valley 
N. Y., then tour for 15 week | A . manageinent, they planned to use 
- Hartford, June 2. | With’ a''36. top. 'S1080. opening. sisoed a perteomane yer itnenee | 99290 TO RECOUP cia'itacen in ait four femme roles 
ale Connecticut solons have written night), it should gross over $400,000 | a ballet troupe but a dance com-| “Top Banana,” currently touring | rae rary ey oe ram rt 
-all into law che right of a newspaper (Continued on page '58) | pany, without a recognized reper-|0n the Coast, lost $9,237 for the a ” boas =e 4 P roy y 
the critic to attend and review per- | toire, and its fee is relatively high. | cight-week period ended April 11, | sod ‘Karleis ang not by one. 
ue, formances at a house where he is VA couple of legit dancers, James | bringing its unrecouped produc-) ; 7 wie 9 ie way to, Rae SEES 
vat persona non grata. It follows case | DE LYON T0 TAKE OVER Mitchell and Gemze de Lappe, ltion cost to date to $57,290. To-| wa reg > ca ae 
in of the Hartford Courant’s Theodore | |head* the group, but these names {tal gross for the period was! ,.% Foner substitution, 
Parker and the New Parsons The- 9! are unfamiliar (wi $259,512. | Penn Valley will present Sidney 
nie t an telned £ h are unfamiliar (with none of the | Blackmer in “Second Tfireshhold,” 
his atre. Parker was banned from the nas’ |draw of a Markova, Graham or| According to the latest accoun-! the jast play of Philip Barry, which 
ot rn a bam soe A » savage Fe-| Leo De Lyon, nitery comic, will | Danilova) to concert audiences. _| tant’s statement, the show's assets| Robert E. Sherwood had to com- 
he : eS , | take over the role of Itchy, comedy| Attraction. it’s admitted. sold out include $27,630 in bonds, but $12.-| plete for the Main Line dramati 
ont Both chambers of the Connecti- | jead, June 22 in “Wish You Were! among local concert managers | 831 due from the producers has | ? eae 
“” cut legislature, by wide margins, | Here,” succeeding Larry Blyden.| around the country solely on the |Simce been reduced by the pay-| 
at. have approved a bill preventing Latter recently stepped up from strength of two names, Hurok and | Ment of $10,000. Listed liabilities THEATRE-EATERY SETUP 
si vo | : ’ : . 
: pr Sra Maeoar Gut "te oe the understudy spot to replace Sid-| De Mille, Hurok because it’s syn- | totalling $42,475 include $3,900 ac- | 
7 ‘ pu en-/ney Armus. Both Blyden and Ar-| onym with I ce | counts payable, $9,808 payroll taxes } 
tertainment. In absence of any law,’ mus are staying in the Arthur | pan Mise aa Pt elles 2 ce. payable, $28.000 withheld taxes | FOR MIAMI BEACH STOCK 
theatres and other amusement | Kober-Joshua Logan-Harold Rome| Broadway rep,her chorography for | Payable and $769 New York State | Miami. June 3. 
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ging rant has already editorially an-! Walston during rehearsals, but took | °* two from her legit musicals in- bookings, will be applied against | department is at the production-di- 
also nounced } dur 0 cluded. Production cost of $35,000|the “Banana” investment, even rectorial helm. Horseshoe style 
; at=despite passage of over again when Walston withdrew eg J 
row : , to $40,000 is high f rt at- | though producers Paula Stone and staging in the former Club Moroceo 
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yh cause he tracti dh b d | Mike Sloane would not be contrac- (550 seats) of the Casablanca Hotel 
signed to the house, unless he is/|for the role. Armus opened in the | ‘Taction, and has to be amortized | 13 niicated to do so on the beach calls for series of fiv 
ts specifically invited to come back | show and played it until a couple | this season. NCAC execs say it's yaaa | pl ht weeek. 
aret by the management. of weeks ago, when Blyden re-| ‘he biggest attraction of its type "Thastte - reabeurant ettnes here 
1 in In absence of coverage by Park-| placed hir. fog, ne, Ruth St. Denis group in | <Glory’ to Open 7th Season will be retained in the big spot with 
h is er, the Courant is expected to dis-| “Wish” is currently in its 50th + and thet they ve never had onae table setups on the three eleva- 
cot- regard shows at the house, except | week at the Imperial, N. Y. such a long tour with a similar at- Ir Williamsburg July 1 tions, bever ‘ice during i 
two for the usual advance items and traction. Success of the bookings Williamsb Vy pee He vo an he mip we brs 
uck” ads. House is now closed and is . ; 4 has cued impresario Hurok, now “Th Coan a" Glo oe - | alanien, “ o is for 1 50-$2 
rs skedded to relight in September, | Village Group Switching [in England, to plan a European | ee oan on eon ea at $3 plus tag, nS fr $1-50-82 
ete ‘ead rom last reports, the house is To Mass. Barn Setup sed jollowing ChCSE. the sea- early Revolutionary period in Vir-| On the agenda is “Anne of the 
ng a Pe A... adamant about the ban on Trio Productions, which has been : ginia, will open for its seventh , Thousand Days,” as well as Odets’ 
first pi Theres as it was two months showcasing “The Plough and the season July 1. Performances will | “Rocket To The Moon,” Moliere’s 
cited ~ 1 d érefore no Invitation is ex-| Stars” at the Cherry Lane Theatre Guild High ‘Char oal’ be given each night except Mon- | “Would-Be Gentleman” and Mol- 
nose What 4. be extended to Parker. in New York’s Greenwich Village on Cc day, through Sept. 6, at Lake | nar’s “Liliom.” Selection of the 
= ppens by the end of sum-| 5. the past 11 weeks, will switch| “Carolina Charcoal,” musical | Matoaka Amphitheatre. | plays was made on the basis of their 
= mer is anyone's guess. over to y strawhat operation this | folk drama with book and music by| Outdoor opus will be directed not having been presented in this 
a  isth summer. Lamar Stringfield, is being con-| 48ain by Howard Scammon, a mem- area before. Non-Equity company 
Milw vw lhe Seno. @ Group will wind up its off-| sidered for production next fall by ae «Oe a t of Fine | will be comprised of local profes- 
Another strawhat troupe, The | Broadway stand Jane 21 and will|the Theatre Guild. Show would - 8 ~ illiam & Mary College.|sionals and semi-pros. Official 
Port Plavers kick off July i with | take over the Rice Playhouse, Mar- | probably be tes!ed this summer at | Myra nch continues as choreog- | name of the group is Casablanca 
the “Voice of the Turtie.” tha’s Vineyard, Mass., for 10 weeks |the Westport (Conn.) Country |Tapher. The cast of singers, danc- | Playhouse. 
It's the 15th season for Port | beginning June 29. Company plans | Playhouse. ers and actos is composed mainly | Last attempt at presenting legit 
“nna. Players, currently holding forth at |to return to the Cherry Lane early| Title refers to the charcoal stick of Virginia students, selected from here by Sandy Scott and Nick Con- 
there nomowoe. Brace Kingsley di-|in October with a new work, “The | used by southern mountaineers in| auditions held throughout the dos was a financial failure early 
Pause Tects; Kingsley Hull is manager, | Wise Have Not Spoken.” making moonshine whiskey. state. {last summer. 
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Play on Broadway | 


Me and Juliet 


ers & Hammerstei 0 
oda comedy in two acts, with, yt 
by Richard Rodgers, book and lyrics 4 
Osear H>mmerstein 2d. Features Isabel | 
Bigley. Bill Hayes, Joan McCracken, Ray | 

tston. Mark 
vested hy George Abbott; dances and | 
musical numbers staged by Robert Alton; } 
scenery and lithtine, Jo Mielziner: cos- 
tumes Irene Sharaff; vocal and orches- | 
tral arranctements, Don Walker: musical 
director. Salvatore Dell’Isola. At Majestic, 
N.¥., Mav 23. "33: $7.20 top 
2a Asst. Stage Mer. 
Electrician 
Jeane 


Randy Hall 
Eawin Philips 
Isebel Bictey 


Candy Counter Boy Jackie Kel! 
Piano P! Barb*ra Carroll 
Prummer Herb Wascerman 


Bess Fide *te Player Joe Shulman 


Chorus B Michael Rin 
24 Ele _ M-rk Dawson 
acct St-~s Manoger Bi’ Haves 
Stace M-nager Ray Watston 
ch ~ us Tree Patty Arn Ieckson 
Comeen~.)'*neger toe Lautner 
Leeeins en ! arther Mexwet 
Cantuc ire Georse S. frvin- 
ewdin? tcc bees Felene S-ott 


Bob Fortier 
Svetiara McLec 


Princivo=! Pancer 
Prince ies Typ reer 


Voice o* *’r. “Iorrison Henry To mitton 
Vaice of N"-: Dovenport Deborah Remsen 
Irnve Acs’ ~ont Norma T ornton 
24 Denese Ac rant The'ma Tad'ock 
New Pr'n-focl Dancer Joan MeCreern 


Her Avnati-n Pariner Rare Miter 
Aller Denreer Rolvoh Linn 
Ri Plover Cwen Harmon 
Tisher Frarvine Bont 
24 Usher Lorraine Hevercroft 
Theetre Potron Barbara Lee Smit’ 
24 Thectre Patron Susan_Lovel 

Dan-rer F-ancine Bond. Be'ty Bud ® 
Penny Ann Green, Lorraine Havercrot 


Potty An>- l4ekson. Helen Keller. Lucia 
Tombert. H-rriet Leteh. Sonya Lind¢ren 
Fritsbeth Logue. Shirley MacLiine, 
Crerrl P-rker, Dorot’y Silverherz 
Thelm> Tedlock. Norma Trornton, Jonvce 
Aon Weener Rosemary Williams, Lance.) 
Avant. Grant Delaney. John Ceorve. Jeex 
Konzal. Roalhh Linn, Edie Pfeiffer, Ar- 
gustine Rodriguez, Bob St. Clair. Bill 
Weber 

Sincers: Adele Castle. Gwen Harmon 
Srean Lovell. Theres. Mari. Georgi: Reed, 
Deborsh Remsen, Thelma Scott. Barbara | 
Tee Smith. tack Drummon4. John Ferd, | 
Henry H=milton. Richard He*many, War- 
ren Kemmertlin=. Michael King, Larry 
Laurence. Jack Rains. 





Rodgers & Hammerstein, the 
wonder boys. of show biz, arent) 
setting the world on fire with “Me | 
and Juliet,” but they haven’t | 
pulled a clinker, either. This new | 
musical is a good show with enough | 
to satisfy general theatregoers: | 
and it should have a hefty run. | 
There’s orobably a juicy film saie | 
in the pronerty. too, if the author- | 
producers are interested in that. | 

“Me and Juliet” represents a} 
clear change of pace for the col-| 
labor&tors.. It’s a musical comedy | 
plainiv intended to be lighter anc | 
gaver than sich previous shows as | 
“Kine and I.” “South Pacific.” “Al- | 
legro” and “Carousel,” but doesn’t | 
match the effervescence of their 
initial effort, “Oklahoma.” 

While the backstage yarn suc- 
ceeds in its obvious aim of avoid- 
ing the stereotype characters and | 
situations of that familiar field, it 
apparentlv suffers thereby, for in 
striving for novelty the authors 
have become mired in a complex, 
pond*rous book. Thus, what is so 
manifestly meant te be lively, fun- 
ny and touching. seems deliberate. 
humorous rather than comic, and 
confusing as often as it is affecting. 
There are no overwhelming smash 
moments. 

“Me and Juliet” has a number 
of notable assets. The Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d book, although sacri- 
ficing romantic appeal to backstagé 
realism, is believable and _ inter- 
esting. It is never dull, and in at 
least one sequence, has genuine 
suspense. The Richard Rodgers 
music, while perhaps not his best, 
is better than most other compos- 
ers’ best. And the Hammerstein 
lyries have his virtuoso touch. 

Also, Jo Mielziner’s handsome 
scenery and lighting are not mere- 
ly ingenious and decorative, but 
provide a fascinating view of the 
complicated backstage workings of 
a big Broadway musical. While 
there are no star ames or per- 
formances in the ‘cast, the princi- 
pals in the show are generally at- 
tractive and proficient. 


From a boxoffice standpoint, the 
should be a major 
Moreover, the songs are a|dynamic drive, although not in-| Piece has enough drama and com- 
particularly with 
RCA Victor, as the principal back- i 
er, to provide radio-TV plugging | exceptions, suitable and stunning. 
for its album and the show itself. 
Fact that R&H don’t book theatre 

arties deprives the production of 


R&H label 
draw. 


natural hypo, 


hat initia! boxoffice foundation 


ditionally 


recouped. 


Locale of “Me and Juliet” is 
¢ light 
bridge. a dressing room, lounge, 


backstage, onstage, wings. 
manager's office and backstage al 
ley of a Broadway theatre. Char 


acters are members of- the com-| theatre, week of Sept. 30. 
pany of a hit musical show and the 


plot involves two parallel 


with. 


= 


| playing around with 


Dawson, Jackie Kelk. Di-| stage 





' 
| 


Play Out of Town 








irls in his) 


+», own show and the uninhibited new | 
oe ae | dancer who joins the troupe. 


Show opens quietiy as the cast) 


arrives at the theatre and gabs on- | 


before a performance, but) 
presently picks up pace as the) 
principal characters emerge and 
the situation develops. Yarn ac- 
quires animation and color and a) 
degree of compulsion by the close 
of the long first act. It is faster 
and at times actually exciting in 
the violent second act, as the 
hu'kins électrician, at last aware 
that his girl has fallen for his 
young. mild rival, goes murder- 
ously berserk. 

Of the songs, the obvious stand- 
outs for popular hits are two bal- 
leds, “No Other Love” (the music 
of which is taken from Rodgers’ 
score for the recent NBC tele- 
vision series, “Victory at Sea’) 
and “Marriage Type Love.” Other 
likely standard pops are “A Very 
Svecial Day,” “That's the Wey It 
Havnens.” “Keep It Gay,” “The 
Bic. Black Giant” (referring to the 
audience), “It’s Me,” “We Deserve 
Fach Other™ and “I’m Your Girl.” 
However, there’s isn’t a poor song 
in the show. There was originally 
ro overture, but one was .added 
during the tryout tour. 

Casting. normally a strong fea- 
ture of R&H productions, seems 
uneven in the case of “Me and 
Juliet.” Isabel Bigley, a looker 
with an agreeable voice, is accept- 
able in the femme lead, the role| 
of the chorus girl. She seems curi- 
ously cool, rather limited in style, 
and appears to have develoved 
little except assurance in the two 
and a half years since making her 


Geiden Ladder 


Cleveland, June 2. 

Karamu Players production of musical 
drama in two acts, with book by Joanna 
Roos, adapted from orinigal play by Alex- 
ander King; music by Lehman Enget 
lyrics by Lewis Allan and King. Staged | 
by Benno D. Frank. J. Harold Brown, | 
musical director; choreography, Christine | 
Buster; Sets, Tom Brennan; lighting, 
Katherine Kelley Cremer: technical direc- 





tor, William Brown. At Karamu Theatre, 
Cleveland, May 28, °53. 





There is apparently a great deal 
of interest in “Golden Ladder,” a 
new Broadway-slated musical play 
tried out here by the veteran Ka- 
ramu Players, and-an imaginative, 
colorful production serves to illus- 
trate some good potg@ftialities in it. 

Lehman Engel, musical con- 
ductor for Broadway's “Wonderful 
Town,” composed a large batch oi 
hummable, often appealing tunes 
for it. Although some are faintly 
reminiscent, they are so well suited 
to the Negro idiom as the flavor- 
some, earthy lyrics by Lewis Allan 
and Alexander King. 

In these respects the work comes 
closer to being an authentic Negro 
folk opera than “Carmen Jones,” 
which was freely borrowed from 
Bizet’s “Carmen.” Stemming from 
the Biblical story of Joseph and 
his 11 envious brothers, ffs action 
was ingeniously transplanted to the 
Mississippi Valley of the 1900 era 
by Joanna Roos, taking idea from 
a play by King. 

They turn the brothers into a 
group of hardworking, small- 
minded, bickering Delta’ farmers 
who resent their father’s favorite 
son, a sensitive daydreamer, and do 
their dirtiest tricks to sell him 


: As_ always, 
but the $500 000-plus advance sale 
should carry it through the tra-;| songwriters 
tough early - summer! Hammerstein 
months and into the lush fall pe- | everything 
riod. After that, it will be uv to! Juliet.” 
word-of-mouth comment. RCA Vic- 
tor exnioitation and R&H name if} 
the %300.000 investment is to be| 


ro-| Teahouse of the August Moon, | terizations. 
mances. First of these is a tri- 
angle between a chorus girl. a 
Jealous electrician and the assist-| theatre, week of Nov. 2. 
ant @ manager she falls in love 
nd is between the stage 
manager with a strict rule against’ theatre, week of Nov. 9. 


by the rather sordid implications | dances, and infectious mood melo- 
of her opening moments, when the| dies ranging from ; 
song “That’s the Way It Happens.” | blues, hot jive and boogie-woogie. 
indicates she’s having an affair; jl of them are delivered with 
with the goon electrician because tremendous amount of engaging 
re bought her French fried po-| gusty and tangy authenticity by the 
tatoes and a T-bone steak and she | 29.year-old Karamu group. 
says she doesn’t care avout the | jow-budgeted reasons, 


theatre, but is only in it because | Benno D. Frank used vividly imagi- 
the pay is good. It may be reak | native tricks in projecting colored 
istic psychology, but. it hardly sug- 


gests the sort of romantic idea/99odd scenes through which the 
that. though perhaps corny, a MU-| modern Joseph travels when he 
sical comedy patron might expect | jeayes home disgraced after being 


and prefer. Her “I’m Your Girl” | framed in a shooting match by his 
number comes much too late after | prothers. 


that. : ; P - 

: . , Authors give dialog in allegori- 
_Bill Hayes, a recruit frdm tele-| .3] fable some touches of beauty 
vision, is likable and sings pleas- | and a warm feeling for the poetry 


antly as the assistant stage man-| apg yy Se Foe ell, ~nerat 
ager. Ray Walston is a knockout | ° simple lives 


ry the sternly efficient stage man-) father, Jacob, strongly created role 
ager (“is he a man ora machine?”),| }. George Arthur, who shouts for 
and Mark oe tis Ree otemeury ?S ithe Almighty to bring his son 
convincing as brutish electrician, | ll “Green Pas- 
scoring particularly with a drunk- | home, often recall “Gree 


: “ ftures” in touching sentiment. 
Good.” of triumph, “It Feels | Same dateless air of simple sin- 


: ; |cerity infuses role of the semi- 
Joan McCracken clicks with the| modern Joseph, his disillusion- 
comedy and unabashed sexiness of | ments, bitter plans for vengeance 
the new dancer, but her terping| and final arrival at humility. Part 
and figger make it difficult to real-| js sensitively interpreted by John 
ize that it was only 10 years ago | Greenwood, talented young Negro 
that she first struck Broadway as| actor with pleasing voice plus a 
the ensemble ballerina who did | flexible style of hoofing, singing 
the comedy fall-down in “Okla-! and acting in high-spirited manner. 
homa.” However, her singing of Taken on surface values, without 
“It’s Me” is a nifty. | any Biblical cannotations, the musi- 
Of the others, Jackie Kelk gives | cal may have enough on the ball to 
the expected, diverting portrayal| make the Broadway grade, when 
of the candy counter salesman;)| given a more elaborate production 
Joe Lautner registers as company/in the autumn by Thomas Ham- 
manager; Arthur Maxwell is prop-' mond and associates. 
o. og 4 bree. 2 Regen George | 
. Irving is acceptable as a vain) % 
pit conductor who thinks a.mys-| Welsh Dramatic Play 
terious woman in the audience is 
|in love boa aan = ree 
scores as the leading male dancer; , 5 
Helena Scott is all right as the | ween Thomas s 
leading lady cf the show-within-a- | . 
show, and Edwin Philips is okay as 
a conscientious electrician. la 
George Abbott’s direction is ,,,; : 
clean and well-paced. Robert ai- | Syren Oe A villa . sg Ah gs ow 
ton’s staging of the dances and) ° 4 ble h Be. les ve 
musical numbers has his familiar | Standable though not elementary, 











“Under 
performed at the Y.M.H.A.., 


variably clear meaning. Irene| ¢dy to appeal to further audiences, 
Sharaff’s costumes are, with few|especially in university towns. 
Radio possibilities as a class pro- 
gram are excellent. 
Like Dickens, Welsh poet Thomas 
Z concisely sketches vivid characters, 
with their greater) these include a shrew and her hus- 
and lesser any goes it is as} band who dreams of poisening her, 
tha odgers and) 4 frustrated schoolteacher with a 


And the Mielziner scenery and 
lighting are as impressive as any 
he has ever done. 











pal. "Ste = | secret yen for a salwonkeeper, and 
Hobe. the usual town ne’er-do-well and 





loose woman. Thomas gives a color- 
ful reading of the introduction and 
narrative links between the dia- 
log and is assisted by a uniformly 
good group, including Roy Poole, 
Dion Allen, Sada Stewart, Allen 
Collins and Nancy Wickwire, Last- 
named is standout for the emo- 
tional depth and subtlety she 
brings to a wide variety of charac- 
Vene, 


Future B’way Schedule 


Carnival in Flanders, Century, 
d late September. 


.| Tea and Sympathy, unspecified 





Little Hut, Coronet, Oct. 5. 





Martin Beck, Oct. 15 


Solid Gold Cadillac, unspecified| Milde Queden, Met Opera s0- 


prano flew to Vienna from N.Y. 
Saturday (30) to —_ in the open- 
ing performance of the Vienna 
Festival at Schoenbrunn Palace, 


Kind Sir, Alvin, Nov. 4. 
All Summer Long, unspecified 








| picture slides on sets to suggest the | 


a * 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Walter Winchell’s expose, by initials, of some surprising (suspect) 
names. of legit pressagents, producers, et al., has resulted in a Broadway 
guessing game, also some misidentifications. This prompted Winchell 
to clarify that similar initials don’t necessarily indict those on whom 
the pinko slip is not showing. The ATPAM (Assn. of Theatrica} 
Press Agents & Managers) may also take action, under its constitution 
against subversives. . 

The Publicists Guild of N. Y., comprising nitery and allied p.as 
most of them close to Winchell, took the initiative because its incym. 
bent president is reportedly to be summoned by the House un-American 
Committee, and the Guild doesn’t want to have itself, even vicariousiy 
linked. When the incumbent president refused to resign it forced 


others to quit the organization and thus put the spotlight on the 
suspects. 





In line with its charge account plan for next season in Pittsburgh, 
the Theatre Guild-American Theatre Society has issued a brochure 
denoting the advantages of its plan and also listing eight possibte 
subscription productions out of the scheduled 10 for the 1953-54 seq. 
son. Among the shows which may be put on in that city by TG-ATs 
are “The Love of Four Colonels,” “Picnic,” “Dial M For Murder” 
“Time Out For Ginger,” “The Crucible,” “Seven Year Itch,” “Time 
of the Cuckoo” and “Pal Joey.” 





Backers of the touring company of “The Male Animal,” which closed 
in Chicago recently after being sent out on the road by producer 
Stanley Gilkey, included Gilkey, $1,500; playwright Rosemary Casey. 
stage manager John Effrat, producer Rita Allen, produce 
Archie Thompson, souvenir program agent Kal Efron, producer Harry 
Rigby; publicist Sol Jacobson, $500 each; producer Elaine Perry, show’; 
flack Joseph C. Shea, producer Ted adoue, show's company manager 
Morry Efron, company manager Manning Gurian, production assistant 
Selma Tamber, $250 each. Production was capitalized at $10,000, with- 
out provision for overcall. Profits were to be split 60-40 between the 


| management and backers. 


Backers -of “Kind Sir,” Joshua Logan production scheduled for 
Broadway presentation at the Alvin Theatre in November, are the 
play’s author, Norman Krasna, $24,000; Charles Boyer, show's co-star, 


| $15,000; producer-director Logan and his wife Nedda Harrigan Logan, 


$10,500 each; Mary Martin, show's co-star and her husband-manager 


| Richard Halliday, $7,500 each. The production is capitalized at $75,000, 


| Broadway bow in “Guys and) down the river. It is told in a 
Dolls.” sketchy but bouncing fashion, jam- | 
Admittedly, she’s ltandicapped| packed with episodic scenes, folk | 


spirituals to} 


! 


without provision for overcall. 


Barn Notes 


Farley Granger makes his legit 


during its eight-week season begin- 


bow on the strawhat circuit in ning June 29. John Ww. Hulburt will 


| 


“John Loves Mary,” June 20, at 


former radio-TV 
editor fer PM, will handle barn’s 
publicity . . . Comedian Jack Du- 
rant, currently at the Latin Quar- 


| ter, N. Y., is being sought by Herb 
| Kneeter, Norwich, Conn., Summer 


| Theatre producer, for his July pro- 
| duction of “Mister Roberts” . . 


| Jin Harmon, eight-year-old daugh- 
*ter of Lewis and Charlotte Har- 


|; mon, 


operators of the Clinton 


,(Conn.) Playhouse, will play one 


| of the moppets in the Milton Lyon 
| farmers. Indignant speeches by the | 


production of “Annie Get Your 

Gun” wher it’s presented at Clin- 

ton week of Aug. 3... William 

Hughes joins the resident company 

+ Lakewood Theatre, Skowhegan, 
e. 


Ben Janney returns to Vincent 


| ¥. Bowditch’s Barn Stages, Nan- 





Scores in N.Y. Reading 
Milk | 


New York, last week (28), is latest | on a 


in the dramatic readings vogue—| profits going to philanthropic or- 
“play, for voices” which traces a ganizations. 


tucket, Mass., as production stage | 


manager ... American preem of 
Prokofief’s opera, “The Gambler” 
(Aug. 12-15) is among the produc- 
tions skedded for the eight-week 
season at the Plymouth Rock Cen- 
ter of Music and Drama, Duxbury, 
Mass., which opens July 6... An 
original one-acter, “This Way to 
Me,” will be offered on a bill with 
“St. Simeon Stylites” and “Fumed 
Oak” at the Monomoy Theatre. 
Chatham, Mass., July 22-25. Barn 
begins operating July 1 with “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” .. . 
Gene Raymond will appear in 
“Call Me Madam” at the Melody 
Fair Theatre, Toronto, week of 
June 15... Music Theatre. High- 
land Park, Ill., opens June 12 with 
“The Great Waltz,” which will run 
through June 21. Theatre operates 

non-profit basis, with all net 


Francis Compton will be fea- 


tured in “The International Set” | 


with Edna Best, Mildred Dunnock 
and Tom Helmore at Brandeis U.. 
Waltham, Mass., June 9-11. ._ 
Wright King will appear in the 
tryout of “The Three-Toed Pony” 
at the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., week of Aug. 10... 
Art Smith will appear with Debbie 
Reynolds in “Years Ago” at the 
Salt Creek Summer Theatre, Hins- 
dale, Ill., for a week beginning 
Friday (5) . . . Phili Kenneally 
will appear in “The Hasty Heart,” 
starring Margaret Phillips and 
John Dall, at the Lydia Mendels- 
— bc og Ann Arbor, Mich.. 
or a week starti - 
day ib), ng next Tues 

Jack Evans will be stage man- 
ager, John Lind sesistent stage 
manager and Floyd Allen scenic 
designer at Isobel Rose Jones’ Star- 
light Theatre, Pawling, N.Y., which 
Starts its 20th season, for 1¢ weeks, 
June 30...The Valley Players, 
Mountain Park Casino, Holyoke, 
Mass., will present “Nina” as their 
initial offering of the season June 

and wil! wind up with “Gigi” 
week of Sept. 7...A resident com- 
pany of 20 will perform at the 











Penn Playhouse, Meadville, Pa., 


| be managing director and Cosmo 


For | Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R.1.| C2t#lane will repeat as. company 
director | Fred Rayfield, 


| manager of the non-Equity opera- 
| tion. 

| Ezlo Pinza will appear on the 
| strawhat circuit this summer in a 
| non-musical role in ‘The Play’s the 
| Thing”... Ethel Waters wil! tour 


| the silo trail in a one-woman song 


if and sketch show labeled “At Home 


With Ethel Waters.” She'll be ac- 
| companied en the keyboard by 
| Roget Beane... June Havoc, Sally 
| Forrest, Betty Furness and Richard 
| Arlen will appear at the Pocono 
| Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa., this 
| Season. Billie Burke will appear in 
| ““Life With Mother,” barn’s open- 
ing show, June 12. 

| Howard Hoyt packaging “Carou- 
| sel and “Gentlemen Prefer 
Tgp for strawhat presentation 


| S summer ... Nutmeg Play- 
house,- Brookfield Center, Conn., 


- 


| begins an eight-week season July 
|2. Barn will function under Vir- 
ginia Wren’s direction and will 
play three-day weekend, with ce- 
mainder of the week to be filled 
by special offerings . . . Jimmy 
Savo will tour the silos in a pre- 
Broadway tryout of a variety show 
for which Wolfgang Roth will do 
the sets . .. Don Finlayson will be 
scenic designer at the Tetem Pole 
Playhouse, Caledonia Park, near 
Chambersburg, Pa. Theatre will 
operate from June 6 to Aug. 15. 


| David Daniels, who played the 
| Russell Nype part in the touring 
| company of “Call Me Madam.” will 
| Tepea? role this summer with the 
| Pittsburgh Civie Opera; Neptune 
Circus Theatre at Asbury Park, and 
with Louisville Summer Opera. 


| 











| Sadler’s 








Continued from page 57 


for the N. Y. engagement, while 
| the overall U. S. tour should take 
in $2,000,000. Since the troupe is 
| &@ semi-official, subsidized, non- 


profit organization, tickets are tax 
exempt. 


Troupe, under direction of 
Ninette de Valois, will be headed 
again by Margot Fonteyn, Violetta 
Elvin, Beryl Grey and Michael 
Somes. Moira Shearer, here the 
last two times, won't return. 
Formerly a top bailerina with Sad- 
ler’s, she now has guest ballerina 
status with the troupe because of 
her film commitments, although 
she dances regulariy with them in 
London. (She just signed a pact 
with Alexander Korda for two pix 
at a £50,000 ($140,000) fee, one of 
the highest paid to a pic star in 
Britain.) Svetlana Beriosova, lead 
dancer with Sadler's Wells The- 
atre Ballet, has been moved up to 
the parent company, and will be 
one of the leads for the U. S. en- 
gagement. 
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Show Finances 





MOON IS BLUE 
(As of April 25, ’53) 


Original investment 


Ss CNG INS LEK D TESS F044 50 cp hak a Valk eka $ 75,000 
Production cost ~....... PENS Lass chea¥ ibn + bis ac8s-05-an veess 44,380 
Tryout loss ...... we sieeee eee eeessenevces eee ensereees reese» 3,735 
Ghee Herne UTNE POOEN” 95-55 bas 0 wedccee bianco ces cassceur » 82,360 
Beret er A OG OOS 5g os oc Gs Soc cc bevcccesjeeucacece to, oe 
De I IH 7 chin a's 6.50 G eh cava vtscnbewe cditricca 204,926 
We Me TIONG 8s isin sore cbc pececcuchapeorecer 7,500 
Total distributed profit to date ....5..... cscs cccvcsvccccene 192,500 
Ea ir AFNIC Kha 5% 6.6's 9 vm ao Wks 9.9 05.0.0 2 bab bic. bb ao ed on : 2,000 
CG. 5 Ba adv clit a waelhs us v0 60's 0 0beacesees ogensie 10,000 
ee Pee ee roe 426 


(Note: The Aldrich & Myers production (in association with Julius 
Fleischmann) of the F. Hugh Herbert comedy opened March 8, 1951, 


and closed last Saturday night (30) at the Henry Miller, N. Y. 


, after 


924 performances. A second company, separately financed at $60,0@, 
involved $25,891 production cost and earned $160,593 profit. A third 
company, separately financed at $50,000, came out exactly even. Profits 
from the film edition produced independently by Herbert and director 
Otto Preminger, sand currently being released by United Artists, are 


still to come. London production 
in a few weeks.) 


of the play by Jack Hylton is due 








Legit Bits 


Dancer Audrey von Clemm will 
be married in Philadelphia today 
(Wed.) to Mark Roberts, actor re- 


cently in the touring edition of! 


“Dial M for Murder” and the 
“Hawkins Falls” tele series .. .| 
Aldrich & Myers, whose schedule | 
for next season already bulges with | 
scripts, have optioned “Day of the | 
Harvest,” which Helen Upshaw will 
dramatize from her own novel. Pro- 
ducers have dropped their option 
on Joseph Kramm’s “Gypsies Wore 
High Hats” and have returned 
$60,000 of the $80,000 investment. 


Warren Wade, general manager | 


of the television department of 
WOR, New York, may enter the 
legit field this summer with a stock 
company at the Longacre, N. Y.., 
which the station formerly used as 
a radio ‘heatre. Venture hinges on 
whether the unions will make ac- 
ceptable concessions .. . Angna 
Enters will play a week’s engage- 


ment, opening June 22, at the Ber-; 


mudiana, Hamilton, Bermuda, with 
her “theatre” repertory of mines 


... Producer Alexander H. Cohen | 
has opened an office in London. | 
Incidentally, he has dropped his| 
option on Patrick Hamilton’s “Man | 


Upstairs.” 


Company manager Carl Fisher 
and his actress-wife Feggy Cass, 
traveling in Morocco, report a local | 
film house showing “Philadelphia | 
Story” and “Vengeance of a Texan” | 
as a dual bill and that “b.o was| 
brisk” . . . Author’s agent Claire | 
Leonard is writing two books, one 
of reminiscences and the other ad- 
vice to aspiring p!aywrights. One 
of her clients, Rebert Them, an 


editor with a publishing house, has| ;‘ 


been awarded a Henry fellowship. 
Two of his scripts, “Althea” and 
‘Minotaur,” are going the rounds 
: - . Hareld Winston is forming 
Negro and white repertory m- 
yous to appear at Caravan Hall, 


Agent Lilian Arnold reports that 
Roger Boxill has won a Fullbright 
fellowship to the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art, London, and sails 
Sept. 15 to start study ... As a 
memorial to the late actress Norma 

hambers, a committee including 
Esther Hawley, Edith Oliver, Mary 
Patton and Florence (Mrs. Robert) 
Rapport is collecting funds for a 
ee trang | for dramatic study with 
Madalyn O’Shea . . . Playwrights 
Co. is now set to produce Samuel 
Taylor’s “Sabrina Fair,” for which 
Barbara Bel Geddes will play the 
title part, 


Jerome Mayer and Irl Mowery 
have optioned “Lullaby,” by Don 
ppell, for a strawhat tour and 
Possible fall production on Broad- 
Way... Helen Craig has replaced 
Jo Van Fleet in “Maya,” which 
Opens next Tuesday night (9) at 
Theatre de Lys, N. Y.... Richa 
(Mrs.) Rodgers have 
donated $5,000 and the Rodgers & 
‘ammerstein Foundation has con- 
tributed a similar amount for the 
Minor Latham Drama Workshop at 
Barnard College ... Margalo Gil- 
more is now definite for the cast in 
pitind Sir,” in which her husband, 
obert Ross, will also have a fea- 
tured role... Ben Marden will re- 
Portedly have a financial interest in 
the Edward Choate-George Ross 
production of “Murder Mistaken,” 
w hich is slated to go into Marden’s 
Playhouse, N. Y. 
bon avid Burns to make his film 
low in the Danny Kaye starrer, 
Knock on Wood.” at Paramount 
+. . David Knight, American drama 
student in London, will play o 
posite Audrey Hepburn in Billy 
Vilder’s “Sabrina Fair” for Par 
-. . David M. Fisher has resigned 





& managing director of the Fort 


Wayne Civic Theatre, a post he’s | 


held since 1950. 

Robert Ross and his actress-wife 
Margalo Gillmore sailed for Eu- 
rope yesterday (Tues.) on the Mau- 
retania ... Margaret Wycherly and 
Met soprano Nadine Connor off to 
Paris Friday (29) on the Flandre 
... Dramatist Mary Chase in from 
the .continent last week accom- 
panied by husbarid Robert L. 
Chase, who is associate editor of 
the Denver Rocky Mountain News. 

Mae West settled for $15,000 last 
week her $250,000 damage suit 
against the Hotel Chatham, N. Y., 
for injuries sustained four years 
ago when she slipped on a bath 
mat. The mishap forced the closing 
of her hit revival of “Diamond Lil 
... Revised version of “Mister Rob- 
erts,” from which all references to 
God had been deleted, was banned 
last week at Mitchell Air Force 
Base, L. I., on the orders of Capt. 
Matthew Abruzzo, officer in charge 
of entertainments. Original edition 
of the Thomas Heggen-Joshua Lo- 
|gan success was tabued for per- 
formance for soldier audiences in 
| Germany two years ago when a 
general's wife objected to it. 

Ticket broker Louis Schonceit 
and his wife and business associate 
Renee Carroll, left over the week- 
end for their annual vacation on 
| the Coast. They're due back about 
| Aug. 1... Producer-director Rob- 
|ert Breen recovered from a sinus 
infection .. . Reginald Denenholz, 
of the Theatre Guild press depart- 
ment, planes next Wednesday (10) 
for a month’s playgoing in London, 
Stratford and Paris. 

Anthony B, Farrell has optioned, 
“Ask for the Moon,” a dramatiza- 
tion by George Victor Martin of 
his novel, “Mark It with a Stone” 
. . “World Theatre,” described 
as a picture history from ancient 
ritual to Broadway, edited by Tom 
Prideaux, associate editor of Life, 
and using pictures from that mage 
library, is due for publication by 
Greenberg next November .. . 
Robert Corris, manager of the 
Auditorium, Rochester, has opened 
a nitery, the Beachcomber, in that 
town... There’s a 400-seat Play- 
house in the French Institute 
Building, N. Y.. where Aldrich & 
Myers is moving its offices from 
the about-to-be-razed Empire The- 
atre Bldg., N. Y. 

Betty Field will star in “Peace- 
able Kingdom,” Mary Drayton 
comedy formerly titled “Salt of the 
Earth,” to be tested June 22 at the 
Westport (Conn.) Coun Play- 
house, with a fall production con- 
templated by the Theatre Guild. 
Elmer Rice, the actress’ author- 
husband, wili stage the show... 
“My 3 Angsis,” Sam and Bella 
Spewack’s sdsptation of the Albert 
linsson comedy, will be published 
Aug. 1 by Random House ... 
Barbara Joyce will be in the cast 
of “School for Scandal,” opening 
the Westport season June 15... 





ra|4- Myles Putnam is joining “Pal 


Joey” in Chicago. 

Lennie Hirshan and Jay Schraier 
have joined Hillard Elkins in the 
William Morris legit-TV depart- 
ment... The 1953 summer session 
of the Neighborhood Playhouse 
School of the Theatre, N. Y., will 
run from Jun? 22-July 31... The 
Gilbert W. Gabriel Memorial 
Award in drama will be presented 
to a student at Williams College, 


Williamstown, Mass., at the school’s | Geary 


Adams Memorial Theatre, follow- 
ing a ‘ormance of “Mister Rob- 
erts” Robert Lenn 


ond season of the American Lyric 
Theatre, N. Y., June 17... Priscilla 
Dodge, who's been working with 
the touring shows put on by West- 
inghouse, to be married June 12 to 
Harry 6. Gardner, Jr., display exec, 
who's also been active in the 
Westinghouse shows. 





‘Carousel’ Fine $51,400 
As It Winds Up in L.A. 


Los Angeles, June 2. 

Two shows in town this frame, 
“Top Banana,” which rekindled. 
the Biltmore last night (Mon.), and 
“Hard to Be a Jew,” in its final 
fortnight at the 376-seat Civic 
Playhouse. 

“Carousel,” initial offering of the 
16tn Civic Light Opera season, fi- 





naled Saturday (30) at the 2,670- 
seat Philharmonic Aud with $51,-! 
400 for its fourth frame. Taliy | 


| gave the show a whopping $196,100 | 


for the run, about 90° capacity. 
“Hard to Be a Jew,” the Mau- 
rice Schwartz production, hit an- | 
other okay $3,200 last week. It} 
will close June 14. 


‘SP’ $59,300, Hub; | 
$41,220, Detroit 


Boston, June 2. 

“South Pacific,” starring Martha 
Wright and George Britton, wound 
its second week at the 2,900-seat 
Opera House with a hefty $59,300. 
House is scaled at $4,80 top. 

Musical continues to nab hefty 
boxoffice activity, and the three 
remaining weeks are expected to 
hold up strongly, with hefty ad- 
vance sale reported. 








Second Det. Week Fine 


Detroit, June 2. 
“South Pacific,” with Janet Blair 
and Webb Tilton, reaped a fine 
$41,220 in the second week of a 
nine-week run at the Shubert. 
The Cass, town’s other legiter, 
has closed for the season. 


‘POSTER’ WINDS TOUR 
WITH $18,800 IN D.C. 


Washington, June 2. 
“Fourposter” wound up its long 
Broadway and road run last week 
with a nice $18,800 at the National 
Theatre for its single week stand. 


Final Saturday night. of the 
Hume Cronyn-Jessica Tandy starrer 
was a sentimental occasion. Wash- 
ington Post drama critic Richard 
Coe made a speech to the audience 
on how “Fourposter” had gotten 
its real start at the nearby Olney 
Summer Theatre a couple of sum- 
mers ago and then gone on to New 
York. Coe then presented a bou- 
quet to Miss Tandy and was fol- 
lowed by Cronyn, who also ad- 
dressed the audience. Windup was. 
“Auld Lang Syne” played by the 
house orch. 

National now goes dark until 
stand of “Guys and Dolls” at $4.80 
top. Advance mail sale is repoted 
running very heavy, 


‘Ladies’ $8,600, Toronto; 
556 for Five-Week Run 


Toronto, June 2. 

Winding up a five-week stanza, 
“Good Nite Ladies” did $8,600 on 
its final week at the Royal Alexan- 
dra here, with the 1,525-seater 
scaled at $3.50 top, with tax. Town 
was flooded on twofers for a 60% 
sale. 

Show did a total gross of just 
under $55,000 for the five-week 
run. , 


‘McThing’ Winds Tour In 
Pitt With Okay $25,000 


‘Pittsburgh, June 2. 

Helen Hayes in “Mrs. McThing” 
wound up one of the most success- 
ful legit seasons in h here 
last week at the Nixon with $25,- 
000. At the same time, the tour 
a ANTA click came to an 
end. 

On the heels of rave notices 
right down the line, “Mrs, Mc- 
Thing” until midweek was run- 
ning ahead of the year’s non-mu- 
sical leader, “The Fourposter,” but 
fell behind it with the arrival of 
the long holiday weekend. 


‘Banana’ $32,800, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 2. 

“Guys And Dolls,” which played 
San Francisco a year ago, returned 
Sunday night (31) to the 1,550-seat 
. Another repeater is “Ca- 
rousel,” which opened last night 
(1) at the 1,775-seat Curran. Sea- 
son’s sale for Civic Light Opera, 
four musicals, is $250,000, with 
“Carousel” officially opening sea- 


son. 
Third and final week of “Top 
Banana” showed sparkle. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Top Banana, Curran (3d wk) (M- 
$4.30: 1,775) (Phil Silvers). Finaled 

















with $32,800. 


B’way Dips, But Holiday Rain Helps; 
‘Juliet’ NSG Press, Sellout $27,300 (4), 
‘Can-Can’ SRO $50,900, ‘Season $25,200 


Attendance on Broadway was 


| generally down a bit last week, but 


the trend was uneven, as a few 
shows, including those scheduled 
to close, took last-minute  b.o. 
spurts. 

Business was slack the early part 
of the week, but receipts jumped 
suddenly Saturday (30) when the 
rain.presumably cancelled plans of 
many residents to go out of town 
for the holiday weekend. According 
to precedent, trade is due to go 
into a steady decline this week, 
continuing through mid-August. 

Last week’s sole opening and the 
season’s findle, “Me and Juliet.” 
drew disappointing notices, but 


played to capacity its first four | 980). 


performances and is sold out for 
the first few weeks. “Can-Can,” the 
other recent entry, also went clean, 
having been sold out in advance. 


The four closings last week in- | 


cluded “Children’s Hour,” “Eve- 


(Tom Ewell). Nearly $24,700 ¢pre- 
vious week, $24,700). 

Time of the Cuckoo, Empire 
(33d wk) (CD-$4.80-$6; 1,082; $25,- 
056 (Shirley Booth). Almost $22,- 


000 (previous week, $18,700); closed 
Saturday night (30) after 263 per- 
| formances, at a profit..of about 
$60,000 on a $75,000 investment; 
will tour next season with another 
star as femme lead. 
| Time Out for Ginger, Lyccum 
| (26th wk) (C-$4.80; 995; £22.845) 
| (Melvyn Douglas). Nearly $12,000 
| (previous week, $13,500). 

Wish You Were Here, Imperial 
| (49th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; -$52,- 
Almost $40,900 ‘previous 
week, $42,700). 

Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 
den (14th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.510; 
$54,173) ‘Rosalind Russell). Near- 
ly $55,200 again. 





ning with Beatrice Lillie,” “Moon | 


Is Blue” and “Time of the Cuckoo.” 
Only future closing scheduled thus 
far is “Guys and Dolls,” which 
vacates town June 27 for a six-week 
engagement in Washington, but 
returns Aug. 10. “South, Pacific,” 
currently in Boston, returns here 
June 22 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 


Can-Can, Shubert (4th wk) (MC- 
$7.20: 1,361; $50,160). Got $50,900 
(previous week, $50,800); figures 
represent capacity limit, as no 
commissions- are given on theatre 
parties. 

Children’s Hour, Coronet (24th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,027; $27,378). 
Nearly $12,900 on twofers (previous 
week, $9,800); closed last Saturday 
night (30) after 189 performances; 
production represents a deficit of 
about $25,000 on its $50,000 invest- 
ment; will tour next fall. 

Crucible, Beck (19th wk) (D-$6- 
$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). Over $16,200 
on twofers (previous week, $15,700). 

Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(31st wk) (D-$4.80;, 1,062;. $29,815) 
(Maurice Evans). Over $26,600 
(previous week, $27,600). 

Evening with Beatrice Lillie, 
Booth (35th wk) (R-$6; 739; $24.- 
184) (Beatrice Lillie). Nearly $20,- 
100 (previous week, $19,100); closed 
Saturday “ee (30) after 275 per- 
formances, for an estimated profit 
of $150,000; will tour in the fall. 

Fifth Season, Cort (19th wk) (C- 
$4.80; 1,056; $25,277) (Menasha 
Skulnik, Richard Whorf). A 
proached $25,200 (previous week, 
$24,600). 

Guys and Dolls, 46th St. (132d 
wk) (MC-$6.50; 1,319; $43,904). 
Just $32,000 (previous week, $33,- 
100); exiting June 27. but returns 
to same house Aug. 10. 

Hazel Flage. Hellinger (16th wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1,527; $53.000) (Helen 
Gallagher, Thomas Mitchell. Benay 
Venuta, John Howard. Jack Whit- 
ing). Almost $34,400 (previous 
week, $35,900). 

King and I. St. James (114th wk) 
(MC-$7.20: 1.571: $51.717) (Alfred 
Drake). 
week, $41,200). 

Me and Jultet, Maiestic (1st wk) 
(MC-&7.20; 1,510: $58.000). ned 
last Thursday night (28) to unani- 
mously disappointing notices (‘At- 
kinson, Times; Chapman, News: 
Coleman, Mirror; Hawkins, World- 
Telegram Sun; Kerr, Herald 
Tribune: McClain, Journal-Ameri- 
ean: Watts. Post); first four ver- 
formances drew a sellout $27.30. 


Misalliance. Barrvmore = (15th 
wk) (C-$3: 1.060; $24,996). Just 
missed $12.000 on twofers (pre- 


vious week.*$12,700). 

Moon Is Rinue, Miller (117th wk) 
(C-$4.80: 920: $21,586) (Donald 
Cook. Biff McGuire, Janet Riley). 
Nearly $7.700 on twofers ‘nrevious 
week, $8,100): closed Saturday 
night (30) after 924 performances, 
at a profit of about $210,000 on a 
$75.000 investment. 

Mv 3 Angels. Morosco (12th wk) 
(C-$6-%4.80; 1.012; $26.000). Almost 
$21.200 ‘(previous week. $22.400). 

Picnic, Musie Box (14th wk) (CD- 
£8-$4.80: 1.012: $27.800). Nearly 
$28.100 (previons week. $28.000). 

Porey and Rees, Ziecfeld (12th 
wk? (0-$6; 1.628; $48,244). Over 
$29.000. exe'nsive of .tax. which 
the non-profit chew retains ‘pre- 
vions week. £31 100), 


Seven Yoo= "teh. Fulton (9Ath . irc 
1,063; $24,400) + $5,500. 


wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 


Nearly $39,700 (previous f 


‘Joey’ $32,000, 
Faces 256, Chi 


Chicago, June 2. 
Theatre lysiness took a slight 
drop last week, with prospective 
patrons fleeing the hot weather 
during the holiday weekend. Out- 
look is cheerful for the three re- 
maining shows. 


Bigger business is due in July 
when the tourists come by, and all 
attractions expect to last out the 
summer season. 

Estimates for Last Weck 


Maid in the Ozarks, Selwyn (4th 
wk) ($4.20; 1,000). T.wo-on-a-ticket 
deal keeps this alive with a com- 
fortable $11,000. 

New Faces of 1952, Great North- 
ern (3d wk) ($5; 1,500). Hot weather 
slackened the good pace slightly 
but show still caught an encourag- 
ing $25,000. 

Pal Joey, Shubert ($5; 2,100) (2d 
wk). Drawing well with robust 
$32,000. 


DOLLS’ MILD $29,700 IN 
7-SHOW, 2-WAY STAND 


Berkeley, Cal., June 2. 


Touring edition of “Guys and 
Dolls” got a mild return last week, 
with a total of 9,700 in seven 

rformances. sical drew $18,- 
00 in four performances Sunday- 
Tuesday (24-26) at the Auditorium, 
Portland, and added ‘$11,000 in 
three performances Friday-Satur- 
day (29-30) at the Auditorium here. 
The three days in Portland were 
the windup of a six-day engage- 
ment there. 


“Guys” opened a stand last Sun- 
day night (31) at the Geary, San 
Francisco, just four days short of 
two years after the same company 
launched its tour at the same 
house. 


‘Colonels’ Tasty $22,800 
In Second Philly Week 


Philadelphia, June 2. 


Marquee strength proved a big 
help to “The Love of Four Colo- 
nels,” which upped its first week’s 
take during its second stanza. Last 
straight play of the season. “Colo- 
nels” was windup for the .Theatre 
Guild#American Theatre Society 
12-play subscription series. : 


Boxoffice advance on “Carnival 
in Fianders,” slated for Forrest, 
June 8, has proved disappointing, 
in comparison to two recent pred- 
ecessors, “Can-Can” and “Won- 
derful Town.” Forrest, town's only 
air-conditioned legit house, will 
remain dark this week until “Car- 
nival” comes in for a three-and-a- 
half week run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Love of Four Colonels, Forrest 
(2d wk? (Rex Harrison, Lilli Pal- 
mer). .Lone stage entry benefitted 
by conventions and stars’ drawing 
power. Tasty $22,800. 


‘Road’ $5,500, Seattle 


Seattle, June 2. 
“Tobacco Road” didn’t cash in on 
the banning publicity out of nearby 
British Columbia, Friday and 
Saturday alone were really fair. 














In at the 1,500-seater Metropoll- 
tan for a week, at house scaled 
from $3.75, the was around 
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. Plays Abroad 


Gays aud Delis 


Londen, May 22 | 
Prince Littler (@r ‘arrangement with 


Abe Burrows; dances musical BT 
bers ‘staged by Michael Kidd: set-in: br 
Jo Mielriner: staced tr George S. N~ac- 
man. Production reproduced br Arther 
Lewis. At Coliseum, Lenden. Muy 23, 


Vivi-a Blame 
. Sm Levene 
Sky Masterson Jerre Warne 
Serah Brown ._ ..«-«-> L*-Re.h Webbd 
Nicely-Nicety Johnson ..... S “bby “.are 
Benny Sou sastreet ....... Johnar S"iver 
Harry Gee Norse ......-.- ‘Yor Pedi 
Big Jul épccnhse Lew Merbdcri 
Rusty Chortie best Robert Arden 
Lt. Brannigan ......... Robert Cawdron 
Jeey Bilt'm>ore jb eews Pann” Crees 


Soctety Mos. wanenss Laurie Webb 
Liver Lie<« Legie _..... Lou 7 cobi 
Matilda Cartwricht ..... Colleen Cliflord 
aa. ew ceeetoe Joyce Btsir | 


Georse Marte 


ie the Ox 
— Ernest Butcher 


Arvide Aberniuthy 





Ever since “Guys and Dolls” 
opened on Broadway more than 
two-and-a-half vears ato, everyone 
on this side of the Atlantic has 
been asking the same question: 
will the British public understand 
it? The answer was given in clear 
and unmistakeable terms at the 
Coliseum preem, and doubts no 
longer exist. This is another Amer- 
ican musical which is here to stay 
for a long time. 

From the point of view of a typi- 
cal British audience, the colorful 
and racy Runyonese presents little 
difficulty. Odd words and expres- 
sions may occasionally prove baf- 
fling, but taken in their context, 
the meaning becorffes perfectly 
clear. Anyway, there’s such an 
abundance of vitality, wit and 
general good humor that only a 
sour misanthrove would quibble 
over such a petty point. 

For more than three months, 
Arthur Lewis has been at work in 
London reproducing the show, and 
his painstaking attention to detail 
has paid off handsomely. Admit- 
tedly. he had the advantage of hav- 
ing the original” Broadway leads, 
but he must fake credit for welding 
the British and American com- 
ponents into a smooth, forceful and 
spirited production which is dis- 
tinguished by its vigorous presen- 
tation. 

As the curtain rose to the open- 
ing dance routine, the fabulous 
Runyon characters were brought to 


life in-a scene that immediately | 


established the tempo. The stage 
was alive with movement gad an 
assortment of personalities who 
have been the intimate friends of 
a host of Runyon fans for years 
past—men and women with a fas- 
cinating appeal and a down-to- 
earth outiook 


The surest feature of the produc- 
tion, however, is the effect:ve way 
in which the music and lyrics blend 
with the yarn and capture the Run- 
yon spirit. The tunes had been 
gradually trickiing into London, 
but for most of the audience they 
proved to be a fresh and tasty dish, 
with almost every song a show- 
stopper. Frank Loesser gave them 
the goods, and the cast delivered 
"em. ‘ , 

Although there was some Iill- 
mannered reaction from a small 
section of the gallery, the stars had 
every right to be proud of their 
performances and their eontribu- 
tions were in the top bracket. 
Vivian Blaine, repeating her role 
as the principal doll (Miss Ade- 
laide), went ugh her perform- 
ance with a sparkle and gaiety that 
proved infectious. She wowed ’em 
with “A Bushel and a Peck” and 
“Adelaide’s Lament,” but she 
capped her earlier triumphs with 
her scintillating interpretation df 
“Take Back Your Mink.” Sam 
Levene. does a great job as Nathan 
Detroit, playing the part with 
measured restraint and a? 
natural reaction. He duets “Sue 
Me” with Miss Blaine in fine style. 

Jerry Wayne also gets top rating 
for his portrayal of Sky Masterson, 
the bi 
marrying a mission girl. There is 
more sentiment than comedy in this 

role. His tunes are in the same key, 
but he handles them with confi- 
dence. “Luck Be a Lady” was a 
fine vehicle for him. 

A local girl, Lizbeth Webb, was 
selected to play Sarah Brown, the 
mission doll, and the choice could 
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Oil Companies Talk Pic 
Deal for N.Y. Ballet Co.'s 


hardly have been bettered. She > 
acts intelligentiy and sings deticht-| New ‘Filling Station’ Hit 
fully. Alewing for the fact that a/_ 
British audience was feaning in her|° Deal whereby Standard-Vacuum 
favor, she deserved and got a hefty | Oil of N. Y. would film the N. Y. 
mitt sor the wav she sang. “If I | City Ballet's new hit, “Filling Sta- 
Were a Bell.” immediately aiter tion,” for showing to non-theatrical 
the frenzied Havana number. | audiences through dealers, has fal- 
Stwbdby Kare, playing Nicely-Nicely | jen through. But Standard Oil of 
Johnson, also joined the ranks of/ 1 y whith financed Robert Fla- 
a pe a TA Dowa, | nerty’s “Louisiana Story,” is now 
= ~ Rocking ?-~ . ith- | Regotiating with the dance troupe, 
o>any Silver as Benny South-| “> w» Institut 4 
street, Tom Pedi as Harry the/ While the Petrofeym Institute an 
Horse and Lew Herbert as Big Jul« | Arabian American Oil Co. are also 
were a the head of a hand-picked | interested. 
supverting cast, each making 4 “Filling Station,” horse-opera 
positive contribution to the success | style comic ballet about assorted 
of the production. Special word cf | doings at a gas station, with mu- 





pr-is® gocs to Deirdre Vivian who 

led the ensemble in the stimulat- 

ing Havana production number. 
Myro. 





The Uninvited Guest 


Fenry Sherek’s production of drama in 
thre: acts by Marr Hevier Bell. Sars 
John Mill«. Directed by Frank Hauser. At 
| St. James” Theatre, London, May 

>. 

aoe Sag at cy Ng John Mills 
Neel Thorne . dean Greenw 
lady Lonnion 
Gervl4 Lonnion ..... 
Dr. Stevens 


Lyndon Brook 





When Vivien Leigh's illness 
caused Laurence Olivier to post- 
pone his Coronation season, he 
leased his theatre to Henry Sherek 
for this production. As a stopgap 


€2thieen Nesbitt | 


. Clive: Morton | 


sic by Virgil ThomSon (who -also 
|wrote the “Lousiana Story” 
iscore)} and choreography by Lew 
| Christensen, scored a big hit when 
| presented by the NYCB at City 
| Center, N. Y., lastwnonth. S-andard 
' of N. Y. first inquired about a film 
| short, with which the NYCB was 
j}agreeable, as a means of aiding 


“|}the City Center’s current public 


| drive for funds. 

The NYCB is interested in a 
deal whereby it would have ex- 
| clusive rights to the film for one 
| year, for either TV or for theatres 


| as a shorts subject, restricting 16m 


| rights during that time. Then it 


TORONTO ‘FAIR’ TEEING Hurok Inks 0's as 
Toronto, June 2. 

With a $16,000 advance sale on 0 Ours 
the 16-week season of “Melody ~. oie 
Fair,” this on opening ad, re- : 
hearsals teed off Monday (1) for Paris, June 2. 
“Call Me Madam,” starring Gene|- Impresario Sol Hurok left for 
Raymond’ and Jacqueline James. | London Saturday (30), after tying 
This leads off the third” Brill-#n some important attractions {or 
Kamsler season in Toronto of tent | U. S. tours under ‘his management 
| theatre-in-the-round, with the duo's | The Jean-Louis Barrault-Madeleing 
|venture now lecated in the Cana-| Renaud repertory company, which 
‘dian National Exhibition, on a 10-| Played N. Y. early this season, wil! 
year lease, at the invitation of the |Tepeat in 1954, with a more ex. 
CNE directors. | tensive rep and tour planned. Ro- 
| Formerly located in midtown /|!and ~Petit’s Ballets de Paris, 
Dufferin Park, where the “Melody | which the Shuberts presented in 
| Fair” productions of Broadway mv- | the U. S. in the "48-49 and '49-'59 


sicals last season grossed $260,000 | S€4Sons, are also on Hurok’s list 








at $3.40 top, the move to the CNE 


| for sometime in °54. Hurok is also 


sees the seating capacity increased | ™ulling the Marcel Marceau pan. 


ito 1,800 over last season’s 1,650. 
Run will go 16 weeks over last 
iseason’s 14 weeks, with scale the 
| same. 

With “Madam” rolling week of 
| June 15, Gene Lockhart follows in 
“Paint Your Wagon.” With 70 
| Canadians on the payroll, this in- 
cluding the chorus and dance en- 
'sembles, orchestra, | technicians, 
guest stars and principals signed 
include Walter Cassell, Gail Man- 
|ners, Virginia Haskins, James 
|Hawthorne, Nina Olivette, Gil 


tomime group for svecial Situation 
| bookings in the i S. 

The Old Vie of London will also 
| probably hit N. Y. next January 
lin a four-week repertory. And 
| Hurok also has the Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet of London set for a 19-week 
tour of the U. S., starting in Sep- 
tember. 

| Hurok was also negotiating here 
| with Paris Opera prez Maurice 
| Lehmann about a four-week N. Y. 
|date, at the Met Opera House. of 
| the huge Gallic opera, “Les Indes 


| would release all rights to the Oil} }amb, Kaye Connor, Virginia Os- | Galantes.” National subsidy to the 


| company involved. 


| wald, Ted Scott, Edmund Dorsey, 


| Paris Opera would help in the 


it may smffice for a brief spell, but | 
on its own merits this is unlikely |} : 


to stand up for long. It is a strange | 
vading London, dealing with men-| 











choice for the air of gaiety per-| 





tal deficiency, and does neither the — Continued from page 57 —_— 


authoress nor the star justice. John | “Tons ‘of Money.” a . 
: - of y, package musi- 
— has a sirgps M aghen A  cededl cal, and “Carousel.” Technical staff 
ae mpceeee gp Bin ye pop-| will include Gerald O’Brien as 
ularity; hence P | stage manager, Joseph’ Leahy in 


| warmly received. As a stage play.) charge of decor, Benjamin Gilbert 


|Teddy Hart, Ralph Herbert, Rob-| tour. 
|ert Smith, Kathryn Albertson, An- 
drew Gainey, Robert Shafer, Irra | 








|Petina, Viviane Bauer, Cynthia H H 
|Latham, Jon Crain and Stanley | Anti-Commie 
Carlson. =a Continued from page 57 ——— 





| For the 16-week season, Arthur | 


| Lief is back as musical director; | ave tol@ you what they are FOR. 


| Bertram Yarborough as stage di- pd ery «mga ticket has stated 
rectors, end Bettina Rosay «as | only one thing. t is against totali- 
|tarianism. On this question there 


| its chances in the U. S. are slim; 
lit could be adapted to better ad- 
| vantage as a film. 

| This is a novelettish story of a 
titled woman hiding a guilty se- 
'eret about her son until an un- 
happy twist of fate forces her to 
| confess he is illegitimate. It is a 
bitter, unsatisfactory play that 
‘solves no problem and achieves no 
happy outcome. The boy’s violent 
rages were beyond his widowed 
mother’s control. 

When one of these outbursts re- 
sults in the death of the estate's 
bailiff, the local doctor puts him 
in a home for mental defectives. 
| After 20 wears’ detention, the son 
|returns home claiming complete 
|sanity, enraged that no attempt 
|had been made for his earlier re- 
| lease. The bailiff’s daughter, 


| whom the mother hopes will marry, 


her younger sen, is strangely 
drawn to the unwanted newcomer. 
When the mother realizes the cou- 
ple are falling in love she eon- 
fesses that the girl’s father had 
been her lover and that they are 
half brother and_ sister. The 
stricken man then appreciates the 
real motive for his lengthy incar- 
ceration, but controis the urge to 
violence that he knows would put 
him back in purgatory. 

John Mills, looking fierce In an 
unnecessary, flaming wig, has to 
register non-stop frustration and 
rage. His brief moments of ten- 
derness with the sympathetic girl 
only throw into relief the mono- 
tone of his rolé¢. Joan Greenwood 
has a gentle,-elfin manner, well- 
suited to the understanding char- 
acter she portrays, while Cathleen 
Nesbitt is suitably fearful and con- 
science-stricken as tlie mother. 
Clive Morton hides comfortably 
behind a facade of medical discre- 
tion as the family doctor. Lyndon 
Brook sails casually through his 
role of the younger brother un- 
pornrhed at the blasting of all his 

opes of family eases 

em. 





Monomoy Sets 10 Plays 
The Monomoy Theatre, Chat- 
ham, Mass., will begin operating 


me gambler who winds ups July 1 with Mary B. Winslow func- 


tioning as producer for her 10th 
season. Tom Tyrrell will direct 
the 10 plays to be produced during 
the summer, while thespers re- 
turning include Kathy Dugas and 
Willard Giles. . Rose Pasquarell: 
| will return as business manager. 

Barn will wind up its season 
Sept. 5. 


CALLOWAY 


Sportin’ Life 














“Porgy and Bess”’ 
11th Week ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 





“CAB CAL 
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Met.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


|as scenic artist, Dan Butt and 
| Michael Macready. 


Niagara Falls Season Set 
Buffalo, June 2. 
| Maude Franchot’s Niagara Falls 


| Summer Theatre will reopen June 
22 and run until] Sept. 30. 
Eleven attractions have been 
| booked to date, inciuding “Loco” 
|(Dagmar and Arthur Treacher). 
“John Loves Mary” (Farley Gran- 
| ger), “Finian's Rainbow,” “Peg O’ 
|My Heart” (Margaret 
| “Gentlemen Prefer 
| (Betty Bartley), “Play’s The 
| Thing” (Magda Gabor), 


|se!l,” “Winslow Boy” (Raymond 


and “Brigadoon.” 





Pocono Staff Set 
Mountainhome, Pa., June 2. 

Rowena. Stevens, producer-man- 
ager of the Pocano Playhouse here, 
announced her staff for the forth- 
coming 14-week season. Returning 
as directors will be John O’Shaugh- 
nessy and Richard Bender. Heading 
the technical division is George 
Maxfield, instructor in theatre arts 
at Coluntbia U. David Ballou will 
be scenic designer. Wilbur Dorsett, 
stage manager last season for the 
Playhouse in the Park, Philadel- 
phia, will ditto at the Pocono 
Playhouse this season. Helen Day- 
ton will return as assistant stage 
nengr. and Dixie Lee as publi- 
cist. 

Playhouse will open Friday, June 
12, with Billie Burke starring in 
“Life With Mother.” 





Rochester’s Summer Try 
Rochester, N.Y., June 2. 

The Arena, local year-round thea- 
tre-in-the-round, today announced 
an eight-week summer season be- 
ginning June 30. The four shows, 
which run two weeks each, are 
“Jane,” “For Love or Money,” 
“Ten Little Indians” and a pre- 
Broadway tryout run of Mike Stew- 
art’s new musical, “Solomorr Grun- 
dy.” It will be the first musical 
staged in the three-year history of 

the local resident stock group. 





Lynne Carver at Lakeside 
Worcester, Mass., June 2. 
Lakeside Summer Theatre, near 
Putnam, Conn., will be managed 
this season by Carmelita Parma, 
who has driven here from the 
Coast to take over. Bob Stringer, 
co-owner, will be busy in New 
York with his music. 
Leading woman again will be 
Lynne Carver, former film actress, 
who has recovered from several 


serious operations performed last 
winter. 





Old eons 13th eegen 
nneapolis, June 2. 

With Don Stolz again directing 
for the sixth consecutive season, 
the Old Log strawhatter tees off 
June 10, with “Mister Roberts” as 
its opening attraction, and 13 other 

offerings scheduled to follow. 
This will be the 13th consecu- 

tive season for the Old Log. 





O’Brien). | 
Blondes” | 


“Carou- | 


Massey), “Annie Get Your~Gun,” | 
“Life With Mother” (Billie Burke) | 


| choreographer and prima ballerina. 


Can. Nat'l Ballet in U.S. 
| Bow at Jacob’s Pillow 


Lee, Mass., June 2. 
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, 





i 
| 


| prepping its 12th summer, will of- | 


fer its most extensive season to 
date, with a 10-week sked of 5! 
performances, July 3 through 
Sept. 5. Highlight will be the first 
U. S. appearance of the National 
| Ballet Co. of Canada, directed by 
| Celia Franca, Aug. 4-8, for seven 
performances. 

There will also be an all-modern 


| dance week, July 28-Aug. 1, with | 


| Jose Liman & Co., and an all-eth- 
|nic. dance week, Aug. 11-14, with 
| La Meri, Ted Shawn, Jean Leon 
| Destine and others. Season will 
also offer Donald McKayle Co., 
Glen Tetley Co., Lester Horton 
Dance Theatre, Myra Kinch, Iva 
Kitchell, Shivaram and others. All 
will be under management of Pil- 
low founder-director Ted Shawn. 





Frisco Dancers Guests _ 
With N.Y. Ballet Preem 


The N. Y. City Ballet has added 
/a fifth premiere to its current 
spring season at City Center, N. Y., 
with Lew  Christiensen’s “Con 
Amore,” which was presented for 
the first time by the San Francisco 
Ballet in April. Christiensen for- 
merly headed the Frisco company 
before joining NYCB. Ballet will 
be preemed next Tuesday (9). 

Two San Francisco Ballet leads, 
Sally Bailey and Nancy Johnson, 
will dance their original roles as 
NYCB guest stars. ; 





Corning Opener 
Rochester, N.Y.. June 2. 
Opening production of the Corn- 
ing Summer Theatre, aboet 90 
miles south of here, will be Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion,” July 2. Dorothy 
Chernuck, managing director of the 
Arena Theatre here, will stage. 
Also scheduled for a week's run 
are “See How They Run,” “The 
Happy Time,” “Be Your Age,” “Af- 
fairs of State,” “The Moon is 
Blue,” “Bell, Book and Candle” ahd 
Mike Stewart's new musical, “Solo- 
mon Grundy,” following a two-week 
premiere run at the Arena Theatre 
in Rochester. 





Vagabonds Resume 

Greensboro, N.C., June 2. 
The Vagabond Players will usher 
in their eighth summer season at 
the Flat Rock, N. C. Playhouse. 
= 30. ee Pea session wil! 

mploy professional 

actors, Bg Arve and student 
irection will be by R ? 
Farguhar, Earl Dossey, Robert Hee 

flinch and Dorothy Masterson. 








|has never been any argument. 


| “The regular slate supports the 
| Constitution of the U. S. and of 
| Equity. If elected, they . have 
| pledged themselves to sign the non- 
|Communist, non-Fascist oath. They 
;are opposed to _ totalitarianism 
}either of the left or right. They 
| will yield to no one on their Amer- 
icanism. But they are tired, as 
| we their supporters are, of the ac- 
}cusations and character assassina- 
jtion that have become a part of 
every year’s campaign. 
‘Work, Not Talk’ 

“The regular ticket will cam- 
paign on the vital issues, on their 
| plans tor a better Equity. If elect- 
ed, the regular ticket will work, 
| not talk.” 
| Indie slate’s circular, stressing 
Communism as the prime issue of 
| the election, asserts “We cannot 
afford to be passive on this ques- 
tion. It is not enough to be a non- 
Communist. It is not enough to 
say you are an anti-Communist. We 
must be sure that all of the nomi- 
nees on any ticket are active anti- 
Communists, because we, as well 
as all other unions, are faced with 
a conspiracy that seeks to dominate 
us.” 

Members of the regular slate 
| have added a statement to the cir- 
jcular of their iiberal supporters. 

It says, in part, “We found a wide 
| diversity of opinion on many topics 
| concerning Equity and we feel this 

is healthy. We found, however, 
that we were all united in our af- 
fection and loyalty to Equity and 
its Constitution, and in our deter- 
mination to fight any encroachment 





jon them from either the extreme 


|right or the extreme left, and in 
|our faith in Equity as an honest 
junion run for the benefit of the 
membership.” 

It concludes, “We are proud of 
this ticket and we submit to the 
membership that an opposition 
ticket whose sole bid for support 
is its claim to anti-Communism, 
without a positive program, is not 
deserving of your support.” 


Current Road Shows 


WJune 1-13) 


Carnival in Flanders (Dolores 
Gray, John Raitt, Walter Abel) 
(tryout) — Forrest, Philly (8-13) 
(premiere). 

_ Good Nite, Ladies—Savoy, Ham- 
ilton, Ont. (1-6). 

ae and Dolls —Geary, S. F. 
male in the Ozarks—Selwyn, Chi 
(1-13). 

Py Faces—Great Northern, Chi 

Pal Joey (Harold Lang) — Shu- 
bert, Chi (1-13), 7 

Seuth Pacific (Martha Wright, 
George Britton) — Opera House, 
Boston (1-13). 

South Pacific (Janet Blair, Webb 
Tilton)\—Shubert, Detroit (1-13). 








Top Banana (Phil Silyers)—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (1-13). ; 
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“Literati: 


| Book has a foreword by Eric John- 
| ston. 

In the 15-week semester that 
| playwright Arthur Kober ‘conduct- 
| ed at the New Schoo! for Social Re- 








General Willoughby’s Story 

It is denied that General Douglas 
A. MacArthur’s own story of the 
war in the Pacific has been sold as 
a literati package, but an aide-de- 
camp for the general proffered that 
General Charles A. Willoughby, 
who was MacArthur’s G-2 chief, 
has written his own story. It is 
understood that Satevepost will 
publish. ; 

Intra-trade reports have-it that} 
MacArthur’s«delay: in not-contrac- | 
ting for his war diary, immediately | 
upon -his recall by President Tru- | 
man. cut down the then (estimated) 
$1,000,000 potential to a now (re-| 
ported) $250,000 deal, However, 
from the Waldorf-Astoria Towers, 
in New York, his aide-de-camp 
denies any such deal. 

Meantime, Simon & Schuster has | 
made a deal for former Secretary 
of the Interior Harry L. Ickes’ .pa- 
pers. 











RH’s Wechsler Tome 

Random House has bought an 
autobiographical book by James 
Wechsler, editor of the N. Y. Post, | 
tentatively titled “Age of Suspi- 
cion.” Book covers period in the| 
30s, when Wechsler was a member | 
of the Young Communist League; | 
through the ‘40s, and into the 50s, | 
including the attack by Sen. Joseph | 
McCarthy for his youthful mem- 
bership in the YCL. 

Firm plans to publish the tome | 
as soon as possible, with publica- | 
tion date in September or October. 
Deal was agented by Lord & Col- 
bert, now repping Wechsler in the 
book market. 





9th ‘Learning’ Reader ; 

The “Invitation to Learning,” 
Reader on Popular Classics, edited 
by George D. Crothers, CBS Radio 
public-affairs producer, is being 
published June 8. It’s the ninth 
of a series on the radio literary 
discussions and, unlike the eight 
others which had to be written for, 
it’s being generally distributed by 
the American News Co. . ; 

Books discussed in the latest edi- 
tion, selected by the guests on the 
AM program, include Andre Gide’s 
“The Counterfeiters.” Dostoiev- 
sky's “The Idiot,” John Stuart 
Mill's “On Liberty” and “The Book 
of Psalms” (with Red Barber taking 
part). Particpants nclude Lyman 
Byson, James A. Michener, Alis- 
tair Cooke, Irwin Edman and 
Justice William O, Douglas. 


Permabooks Distrib 

Doubleday & Co. has organized 
its own distributing organization 
to handle its line of pocket-size 
books, Permabooks. New organiza- 
tion will be headed by Fred W. 
Murray, who moves over from 
sales manager of the trade depart- 
ment to the new post of general 
manager in charge of newsstand 
book sales development. 

Conrad C. Ingold continues as 
assistant sales manager of Perma- 
books, while George deKay con- 
tinues as editor. 


Niece’s Biog of Dong Fairbanks 

Douglas Fairbanks’ niece, Letitia, 
and Ralph Hancock, have written 
a new biography of the late star 
entitled, “Douglas Fairbanks (The 
Fourth Musketeer.)” (Holt; $3.95). 
_To a reader still on the under- 
side of 40, it comes as something 
of a shock to encounter this para- 
graph in the book: “Oldtimers will 
remember how Douglas Fairbanks 








ae ta —'| search, N. Y., on “The Audience 
information about her celebrated | AS A Collaborator,” his guest lec- 
uncle that has a perspective not|turers included Russel Crouse, 
to be obtained in other biographies|Shepard_ Traube, Paul Stewart, 
of athlete-producer. 

“Oldtimers” who lived through | amd Lyons, Harold Rome (who did 
the epoch over which Doug and/| the songs for the musicalization of 
Mary reigned as undisputed king| Kober’s “Wish You Were Here”), 
and queen will iike “The Fourth Leonard Bernstein, Aline Loucheim, 
Musketeer.” TV addicts can afford| Irene Selznick and Jay Richard 


| Adolph Green, Martin Gabel, Leon- | 


to abandon their favorite commer- 
cials long enough to dip into these 
pages io learn somethinz of the 
buoyant creed of a man who be- 
lieved that there was both glee and 
glory in producing entertainment 


| for the public’s enjoyment. 


Bob Downing. 





Aurthur’s Ad Row Spoof 

Robert Alan Aurthur, scripter of 
some of the more mature dramas 
on “Philco Playhouse,” has con- 
fected a lightweight, inoffensive 
spoof of the radio-TV advertising 
business in “The Glorification of 
Al Toolum” (Rinehart; $3). 
though the novel happily is de- 


|void of the lumbering burlesque 


that 
man’s 


characterized Fred Wake- 
“The Hucksters,” it also 


|} lacks the depth, wit and stature 


that one would expect of Aurthur. 

He has exhumed the hoary theme 
of the smalltown innocent, 
but 


Manhattan, who ultimately 


turns out to be smarter than the | 


city slickers. In this case, a me- 


chanical brain on Madison Ave. has | 


selected Al Toolum from thousands 
of contest entries as Mr. Average 
American. Al is given the big 


buildup, from appearing on a fic- | 


tionized Mary Margaret McBride 
program to being profiled by the 
New Yorker. In the process, he 


of advertising, by virtue of his 
“unaverage” idiosyncrasies. 
Aurthur has _ applied 


Al- | 


ex- | 
ploited by the ballyhoo artists of | 


Kennedy. 














House Reviews 


au=u=_= Coniinued from page 14 


| Chieage, Chi 

| weeks via the Greenberg Press. 
daily and all but tearing himself 
apart in each. Appearing this 
time at the B&K flagship instead 

|} of the niteries, he draws a strong 








| bluejean following as well as an | 


adult one whieh seeks to do its 
crying vicariously. 

Ray headlines a_ well-program- 
med bill which moves 
throughout and jams four com- 
plete acts into a 50-minute ses- 
sion. He himself does seven num- 
bers, breezing from one to the 
next with a minimum of patter. 
Through each number he works 


| back and forth .across the stage. 
His three best known numbers 
| take him to the piano, at which he 
accompanies himself, and even | 
there he twists, tears and riots. 
“Cry” gets ringing applause. For 
a finale he gets the audience to 
snap fingers and clap hands to a| 
revival type number called “Jubi- | 
lee” before breathlessly exiting. | 
Georgia Gibbs sets the tempo! 


| program. Also a finger-snapping 


| chirper, she comes on with a good |for his script called “Tennessee Johnson.” 
several! deal of contagious rhythm and| Hollywood version of Owen Johnson’s “Tennessee Shad,” but I am 


rapidly | 


chiefly with a handmike, fidgeting | 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ,,: 


Some day a magpie of letters is going to make an epic (probably 
in 4-D) around the origin of 3-D, and all I want for the record is-.a 
signed confession that he lifted “The Birth Of A Notion” from: here 
in the spring of 1953. I want this so that Lim turn may confess that 
I lifted the idea from the “Life and Love of Milton Lowell Gunzburg,” 
former writer-director-producer, and now prez of Natural Vision Corp., 
and exclusive agent (up to July, 1953, anyway), of Polaroid glasses 
| for viewing pix in 3-D. 

My hero, who is getting so tired signing checks that he has reduced 
his original poetic billing to “M. L. Gunzburg,” follows formula ‘so 
closely that you’d think he himself lifted his script from Horatio 
Alger. A local boy who made good, he fel: in love with the milkman’s 
daughter. (Arden. Yum-yum!) Papa was Samuel Berch, the milkman 
of Beverly Hills, meaning double-rich cream and double-rich profits. 

Papa Berch owned one of the show places of Beverly Hills. It 
}ran from Alpine almost to Rexford and from Sunset Blvd. into the 
hills. Papa Berch’s daughter, Vera, never knew another home till she 
married Samuel and Esther Gunzburg’s boy, Miltie, who was doubling 
in brass at the L.A. Times while studying at UCLA. Then when 
Milton went east to pick up a few more degrees at Columbia, he 
made a fast pitch to the editors of the New York Times and found 
himseif saddled with their Midweek Pictorial. It was dying and 
seemingly some of Forest Lawn had brushed off on our hero on his 
way east. All he needed was a white carnation and he could have 
passed for an embalmer. Henry Luce had a whole staff of pallbearers 
from Life waiting around to attend the obsequies of the Midweek 
Pictorial. The end was peaceful. 

Our hero went from that demise to something lower, for he was 
not above doing anything to make an honest buck. He wrote and 
directed “D-E 733” for the Navy. 

I suppose more gobs have seen this picture than have seen “Bwana 
Devil,” “House of Wax” or any other picture M. L. may now or in 
the future have his hand in. It dealt with the hazards of shore leave. 

How To Shorten A War 

It would be easy to wrap up our hero’s life work in pictures under 
the snug title “From VD to 3-D,” but this would be an over-simplifi- 
| cation. All we can say for his variation of Brieux’s “‘Damaged Goods” 
is that it is still acclaimed “as one of the outstanding documentary” 
films produced by the Armed Services,” before or after the miracle 
drugs. 

After this contribution to shortening the war, our hero returned 














| raises cain among the high priests| for Ray’s entrance earlier in the | ‘© More humdrum things. He worked as a writer around Hollywood— 


for UI, Par, Metro, UA, Columbia and RKO. He got a lot of awards 
I thought this was a 


nimble prose phrases, as when he| draws sock applause for “Seven | informed it was nothing of the sort. It was not about Ernie Johnson, 
describes an agency executive as| Lonely Days.” “Birth of the Blues” | or Walter Johnson, or Nunnaily Johnson, or Glocoat Johnson. I think 


“a tall young man dressed in/ gets a sprightly bounce, but in the! it was about Andrew Jackson, 


tweeds that identified him as be- 
longing to Creative rather than the 
serge of Sales.” By and large, 
though, it’s a padded trifle, and it’s 
dubious film material, unless 
Hollywood some se would like to 
redo “Mr. Deeds Goes to. Town” 


with a daffy Madison Ave. setting. | 


Rask. 





CHATTER 


Mrs. Gus Edwards pacted by 
Simon & Schuster to do a biog of 
her late songwriter-husband. 


Frank Worth signed as Coast 
rep of the new 3-D Movie Maga- 
zine, to be read with Polaroid 
glasses, 

John F. Noone elected vp of 
Ideal Publishing. He continues as 
advertising director of the Ideal 
Women’s Group. : 

The London Critics Circle has 
elected Anatole Chujoy, editor of 
Dance News, N. Y., an honorary 
overseas member. 

Louis Ruppel, ex-editor of Col- 
lier’s, has bought the Mill Valley, 
Cal., Record, which he is publish- 
?— times weekly. 

uis Candy, Varrety’s San -An- 
tonio mugg, stationed at Armed 
Forces Information School, Fort 
Slocum, N.Y., for a while. 

Former boxing champ Mickey 
Walker’s autobiography, “Will to 
Conquer,” will be published in 
Los Angeles by House-Warven. 

Richard G. Hubler has sold a 
piece on “Dragnet” and Jack Webb 
to Coronet mag Article is 
tentatively scheduled for Septem- 

r 


as Don Q, in ‘The Son of Zorro,’| be 


disarmed his adversaries with the 
flick of a long bullwhip.” After 
One faces up to the realizatign that 
people who remember silent films 
definitely belong to “the older gen- 
eration,” the Fairbanks-Hancock 
book is a lot of fun. 

There are fine descriptions of 
the fantastic, towering sets used 
in some of his later pix. Bagdad, 
for example, was construct on 
four acres of polished black ce- 
ment—and the effect gave the 
fabled city the appearance 
floating.” Some of Fairbanks’ cele- 
brated tricks amd stunts are ex- 
Piained; he almost never used a 
double. The titles of innumerable 
films, like the names of old friends, 
half-forgotten in passing time, are 
appily recalled—and there are 
anecedotes surrounding the mak- 
ing of nearly every picture, from 
his screen bow under D. W. Grif- 
th's supervision in “The Lamb” 
in 1916, to his exit beneath the 
Korda banner in 1934 with “The 
Private Life of Don Juan.” Be- 
tween these productions, the au- 
thors of “The Fourth Musketeer,” 
although taking the title for their 
work from F, performance 
on and off the screen as D’ 
nan, believe that “Robin 
(1922) wag the 
banks’ cinematic career, The star 
died in 1939 


Letitia, as the daughter of s 


high point in Fair-| Begin 





brother ‘Robert, is able to offer 


Tempo, new pocket-size 10c news 
magazine put out by former staf- 
fers of Quick, which folded with 
the May 29 issue, will hit the news- 
stands tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Alvin Lustig has been named de- 
sign consultant for Noonday Press, 
and will be in charge of complete 

roduction of all the publisher’s 
Soaha. as well as catalogs and ads. 

While attending the American 
Booksellers convention in Chi last 
week, Prentice-Hall and Hawthorn 


of| exec Kenneth S. Giniger huddled 


with Chi Sun-Times columnist Irv 
Kupcinet on the book he is doing 
for them. 

Hollywood studio drumbeaters 
have decided to beat the drums for 
themselves, for a change. Publicists 
Guild has established the Tom-Tom 
Award, to be presented once a year 
to the flack who has brought the 
most honor and prestige to his pro- 
fession. 

Viking is wrapping under one 
cover this September “The Shorter 
Novels of John Steinbeck,” all o 
which have been made into films. 
They include “Tortilla Flat,” “Re 
Pony,” “Of Mice and Men,” “Moon 
are a “Cannery Row” and 
“The Pearl.” 

Elmer G. Leterman’s “The Sale 
s When the Customer Says 
No,” describing longtime ,-experi- 
ences selling to top show biz per- 
sonalities (and others), is sla to 
hit the bookstores in a couple of 


f | pearance. With plenty of talent and 


| encore of “Kiss of Fire’ the tempo 
| seems too rushed. 


lead off the show with a battery 


Though their synchronization 
sometimes misses, they give the 
show an immediate fast pace and 
get deservéd plaudits. 


the instrumental backdrop with 
comic Gary Morton. The come- 
dian is limited to a brief routine 
which -has some zany impersona- 
tions, and he gets good guffaws 
before Ray comes out. 


Casine. Toronto 
Toronto, May 29. 
Gordon MacRae, Frank Fon- 
taine, The Barretts, Jay Smythe, 
The Villenos, Archie Stone House 
Orch; “Desperate Search” (M-G). 


When Gordon MacRae appeared 
here as a single 18 months ago, 
he cracked the house record (brok- 
en a year later by Johnnie Ray) 
and, on secofd visit, is packing in 
the jukebox and cinema-juve set 
for a five-a-day stint to plenty of 
standees plus those stage alley 
jams for autographs, etc. That he 
has introduced his wife into the 
routine seems no distaff deterrent 
and boyish baritone is over to 
terrific ovation and begoff (New 
Acts). 

Whole current Casino card is un- 
usually solid in lineup and presents 
plenty of entertainment impact, 
with all acts over big, The Bar- 
retts, always favorites here for 
their youthful dance work and ap- 
pearance, open with their standard 
swift terping, pirovettes and body 
twists to a rousing reception. 

The Villenos are socko on bike 
balancing and acrobatics, complete 
with shoulder stands on the uni- 
cycle plus a stint of rope skipping. 

Jay Smythe, another fave here, 
is also over strong on his terping 
on roller skates and expertly Keeps 
up audience interest by giving 
them the various routines in short 
takes, with patter in between, and 
a wham finale of swift taps atop a 
small table. On latter however, 
maybe the colored. boy should drop 
that mock crossing of himself that 
draws Catholic mutterings on bad 
taste. 

Apart from the Gordon MacRae 
marquee lure, and expertly knitting 
the whole high-voltage bill, is 
Frank Fontaine, who acts as m.c. 
throughout, but also has his own 
heavy local following on any ap- 





easy personality, blond comedian 
has a field day with his between- 
pe chatter ory — _ — 

osing segment for ec 
monologs, talk imitations of screen 
stars, with a finale log of song 
impressions of top male pops, in- 
cluding a sly takeoff on cRae 
headliner. Layout is back- 
grounded by Archie Stone house 





A trio of tapsters, the Dunhills, | success. 


of dances.and some terp acrobatics. | 


Louis Basil’s house orch supplies | 


Basil relinquishing m.c. chores to | 


coldly called among formal people 
(damyankees) “Andrew Johnson.” Anyway, it was a big success and 
got M.L. an assignment to step up “Sister Kenny,” to an even bigger 
He padded Rosalind Russell’s part to where Roz looked as 
| big as a house. 

| Then our hero freelanced for six months with John Huston, trying 
| to make an uplifting commercial property of .the life of Thomas 
| Jefferson. It was to star Walter Huston, the director’s father. 

The picture was going to be called “Prelude to Freedom,” but before 
ihey could get into production Huston’s pere died and, as far as 
| my seismograph shows, freedom did too. 
| “We shelved it,” explained our hero, “till another actor as great 
| as Walter Huston comes along.” 


Postscript To A Prelude 


Personally, I favor shelving it until another President as great as 
ee comes along. These so-called United States should live that 
ong. 

Thwarted again, our hero wrote himself into “Big Town” as a 
writer of this popular radio series. Meanwhile he got all hopped up 
about hot rods. He thought the kids who made these contraptions, 
these scavengers of scrapheaps, were the Edisons, Wrights,, Morses, 
Fords, Bells and Teslas of the future. 

But it became obvious to him that he could not do them and their 
engines of excitement, their voitures of vitesse, justice unless he 
could get away from flatchested pix and dig the genius of these crazy 
peanut-venders in some new way. 

He talked to his brother Julian, who is an opthamologist (that’s a 
doctor who specializes in the sort of I-trouble we columnists have), 
and Dr. Julian suggested to show their motorized madness in three 
dimensions. Dr. Julian himself was an amateur photographer and 
had a neighbor who had been working on 3-D pix in 16m for 30 
years, 

His name was Friend Baker and he proved a friend indeed. Dr. 
Julian went back to first principles and on the way up corrected 
mistakes others had made, notably this matter of eyestrain when 
looking at 3-D over long periods of time. He got that bug out of 
the process and used Polaroid glasses to keep it out. He claims now 
that 3-D actually rests the eyes. Everybody west of the Warner lot 
laughs at this. Everybody but me—the first guy to say a kind word 
about “Bwana Devil.” Remember? 

Their picture extolling these adolescent grease-monkeys was all set 
.for major studio financing and release, and then it wasn’t. This went 
on and off for months. Meanwhile, M. L. Gunzburg had sunk all 
— family coin in Polaroid glasses. This was an ace in a pretty deep 

ole. - 

By this time, the opulent milkman of Beverly Hills had died and 
gone to his well-earned reward amid the Elysian Fields where cows 
are always contented and cream .is always double-rich. He could 
not help them much on earth, however. 

In fact, on that*billiard table called Beverly Hills his widow was 
finding it a terrible strain to carry that huge mansion on her tired 
back. It looked as if the old homestead would go on the block and 
end as a su on. 

This horrified our hero, who had always worshipped the estate 
both from afar and from within, when he was wooing the lord of 
the manor’s fair daughter, Vera Berch. But there was nothing he 
could do about it except to urge ail to hold on till his 3-D ship came in. 
ating on a touch-and go basis. Our hero alone had his feet down 
to earth. He bought in on the Polaroid Corp. and made himself their 
sole agent, meaning a royalty on every pair of the bug-eyed specs 
sold for pix. 

Money began pouring in on him so fast that before his bride’s 
mother could sell the old manse to those subdividing heavies,; our 
hero rushed up and took it off her hands. Thus, thanks to progress 
in pix, he stayed the hand of progress among the realtors. 

Today he and his charming wife, who is secretary-treasurer of 
Natural Vision Corp., own the house she lived in as a child and their 
two children, Kathie and Lisa, attend the same school, run by the 
same principal, which their mother attended. 

This is the most calming, stabilizing note I have heard from Holly- 
wood since Broadway fortune-hunters trekked out there 50 years ago, 
hoping to get out with their loot before the whole tinsel town blew 
up in a DeMille production number. 

As a closing social note, I might add that M. and Mme. Scully 
lunched chez M. and Mme. Gunzburg the other day at their mansion, 
and I have not felt so honored since Willie Maugham invited us te 





orch. MeStay. 


Villa Mauresque-et St. Jean du Cap Ferrat far away and long age. 
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Paris producti flew in over weekend to help all- 
Broadway See ot Fer Gelonels Mare- London Negro repertory company Hollywood 
Lou Walters, Latin Quarter boni- | Gilbert Sauvajeon to adapt} Hermione Gingold opened her) “Rig chunk of dough was spent| Dortty Shay to San Antonio, 
face, and wife marking their 32d) wy. oe Elysees first-run, Monte Coe by Super-Market Institute in bring- a2. recovering 
anni Saturday (6), united | S2tl0 playing the British pic, | "*FICk Keller in, town to set_ar-| 8 eight name people here to ap | Suty. cscus. laid ) 
mW ed “Royal Heritage,” a documentary | ;sngements for forthcoming Pal-| Peat ts convention RB up with » 
protege Aepraaaniaey two | on Queen Elizabeth, to cash in 00 | Ioqium stint of Martin & Lewis. Re en ee De gre 3 ee 
ar ' Coronation. Roller Derby, which opened six- ope, Ben Blue and Mod- celebrating their 25:h 
Met Opera manager | Burr and John Byram t Arena | Marco Sisters, Ben wedding anni. 
Rudolf Bing for a three-| here for brief visit after “Seven aie ok’ aed Pg is over |ermaires, Roberta Peters, Earl 


month visit to Eurepe last week. 

Jeanette MacDonald was awarded 
degree of Doctor of Music by 
Ithaca (N.Y.) College, last Satur- 
day (30). 

Duncan McGregor, general man- 
ager for Pathe Cinema in the U.S.. 
off to Paris today (Wed.) on the 
Liberte. 

Engagement of Myron Mandel, 
son of RKO Theatres publicity fop- 
per Harry Mandel, announced over 
the weekend 

Lucia Chase, co-director of Bal- 
let Theatre, in from Paris. Mon- 
day (1). Her troupe is now on a 
European tour. 

Martin Feinstein, publicity head 
for Sol_Hurok, nd _ his assistant-| 
wife, off to Europe Friday (5) for 
a month's trip. 

Bruce Cabot to Rome Monday 
{1) to appear in “The Story of Wil- 
liam Tell” for indie film producer 
J. Barrett Mahon. : 

Eddie Davis, Leon & Eddie's 
boniface, will mark the 25th anni 
of that spot Sunday (7) with a guest 
party for Red Buttons. 

Arthur Lesser to Paris next week 
to huddle with Patachou, the 
French comedienne whom he in- 
troduced te the U. S.. on a vidpix 
deal . 

Carroll Casroll. Ward Whée- 
lock. weepee. back to Hollywood af- 
ter a N. Y. @.0.. among other things 
te attend his son’s highschool grad- | 
uation. i 

Edmund Goulding will direct the 
legit musical version of “7th Heav- 
en,” which Stella Unger and Harry 
Sosnick will songsmith; librettist 
yet to be chosen. : 

Police Sgt. John P. Weiss being 
installed as president of the N. Y. 
Ring of the International Brother- 
hood of Magicians at the Barbizon 
Plaza Hotel Friday (5). 

The James Masons (Pamela Kel- 
lino) and daughter, Portland, in 
from Europe yesterday (Tues.) on 
the United States, as was Metro 
production exec Henry Henigson. 

Wild Bill Elliot, Allied Artists 
western star, in from the Coast 
Friday (5) for a three-week vaca- 
tion prior to a one-month tour of 
eastern Canada with his rodeo 
unit. 

Pietro Bullio, Scalera Films’ 
American rep, planes to Rome to- 
day (Wed.) on a three-month busi- 
ness junket in which he'll take in 
the Venice Film Festival, to be 
held around Aug. 20. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Lewis and their 
sons, Gary and Ronald; Rex Harri- 
son and Lilli Palmer, as well as 
Metopera tenor Ramon Vinay, sail- 
ing for Europe today (Wed.) on the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Leonard H. Goldenson, prez of 
American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres, Inc., to be principal 

at today’s (Wed.) Asso- 
c Motien Picture Advertisers’ 
luncheon at the Hotel Piccadilly. 
He’ll talk on “Showmanship.” 

Mrs. David (Lizette) Sarnoff's 
name was pelled. Lizbeth in 
last week’s VARIETY ad wherein 
Sir Louis Sterling acknowledged 
appreciation to the American con- 
tingent which remembered his 
74th birthday with cabled greet- 


enry Ginsberg, who had sublet 
Mrs. Ned (China Harris) Martin's 
Dorset Hotel apartment, during his 
N. Y. sojourn, had to vacate and 
shift back- into the Gotham, when 
he decided to stay east another 
couple of weeks on ations 
for “Giant,” the Edna Fer best- 
seller which he and George Stevens 
will .co-produce with the author. 





os 
Paris 

Jacques Tati scripting his next 
pic, “My Uncle Hulot.” 

Odette Laure into Chez Gilles 
after her successful Canadian tour. 

Jean Marais now co-director 
with Albert Willemetz of Bouffes- 
oy rdinand reel 

er Fe and reelected prexy 
of Society of Authors and Com- 
posers here. 

Alicia Markova joining Bal- 
let Theatre for balance of its Pa- 
lais de Chaillot run. 

‘itation here to take the ceiling 
off film prices in first runs which 
were frozen a years ago. 


ducers, head for Italy before re-|*RiGi ‘wilson ‘and Jane’ Morgan 
ar "Cayatte offering Vittorio ee ee dirsie Foaa, to 
De Sica another role - g dao Wilson and other show biz visitors. 
eet. erecta ota finishes his Patan —_ enon 2 ones Bo 
present stint here with Max Ophuls ‘unanimously as chairman of the 
py preparing the | hoe Council of British 
first Gallic CinemaScope pic, “Ali Nanci Crompton, ssieedaihe= tei 





Baba and 40 Thieves.” to watch /tyreqd in the London Palladium 
Henry Hathaway do the exteriors Danny Thomas program, goes to 
for “Prince Valiant” in England.) sayoy Hotel cabaret for four weeks 
“Valiant” will be big screen. ‘opening June 1 
Se | eS | After a visit here to see her 
| family and the Coronation, Patricia 
Fire Island | Medina sails today (Wed.) to start 
By Robert Lantz , | her new ve <oy for Columbia, 
y “Drums-of Tahiti.” 
Mrs. Edgar Ullmer to Rome. Joe Pole, publicity director of | 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz back from | United Artists, reelected chairman | 
Europe. ; a q| ofthe Film Industry Publicity 
Dolly Haas sails for London an |Circle, and David Jones, RKO 
iuieaes ss renting his ad-pub topper, named to serve sec- 
. |} ona term as prexy. 
Cherry Grove house. | Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s British | 
David Alexander back from the} topper, is providing a week’s holi- 


Chicago opening of “Pal Joey.” 


Ken Barr, stage and dress de-| 
signer, reopened his Ocean Beach | 
store. 

Lily Veidt of the Robert Lantz | 
agency to Europe. June 29, will | 
visit London, Paris, also Austria. | 

Meg Mundy and husband, Dino | 
Yannopulos, sail June 6 on the} 
Independence for London and)| 
Paris. 

Hedy Lamarr here for the week- 
end before flying to Paris (4) and 
Rome to make a series of TV films. 
Marcel Vertes will design the cos- | 
tumes. 

Fire Island News resumes pub- 
lication this week with contribu- 
tions by Wolcott Gibbs, Arnold 
Horwitt, William D. Birmingham, 
Lee Rogow. , 

In the Decoration Day weekend 
crowd: Edward Kingsley, Robert 
Kingsley, Edith Atwater, Paul 
Mann, Charles Irwin, Dr.. Ed Zi- 
mon, Ken Roberts. 

Houseowners and renters start- 
ing the season: Hal Cooper, Ira 
Cirker, George Marek, Donaid 
Cook, Shephard Traube and Mrs. 
John (Robbie) Garfield. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe ‘ 

George Murphy was a White 
House visitor last Friday (29). 
Louis Jordan Five current for 
week’s run at the Howard, show- 
case of District Theatres, local 
Negro chain. 
Collection of original John Phil- 
lip Sousa manuscripts added to 
archives of Library of Congress by 
“March King’s” daughters. 
Mary Pickford received a Treas- 
ury citation from Secretary of 
Treasury George M. Humphrey 
for “distin ed service” in her 
recent bondsel tour of 25 cities. 

Variety Club’s Tent No. 11 spon- 
soring preem of “Showboat,” under 
the Constance Bennett manage- 
ment, at Carter Barron Amphithe- 
atre June 15 for benefit of National 
Epilepsy League. 


~ San Diego 
By Donald Freeman 

Debbie Reynolds in town to 
greet the USS Oriskany returned 
from Korea. 

Jack Smith opened run at Top’s 
following successful stand of Cesar 
Romero unit. 

Polack Bros. Shrine Circus 
packed Balboa Park Stadium 
where it played. 

“Bell, k and Candle” latest 
offering at the Globe under direc- 
tion of Noel Craig. 

KSDO deejay Don Howard has 
set up a promotion agency with 
Frank Gallo, Howard-Gallo Enter- 
prises. 

Lawrence Welk down for con- 
certs at Naval Hospital and Marine 
Recruit Depot; also booked for 
future show at Russ Auditorium. 


Portland, Ore. 


Jack Matlack into the publicity- 
promotion biz. 

Paul Gilbert and Irene Cromwell 
playing second stanza at the Clover 





John Ford pic, “The Sun Shines! Club 


Bright” (Rep), getting released 
here before its N.Y. date. 
Claudette Colbert here after 
f her stint in Italy for 
Be tag 2 gue wont f 
ce valier signin or 
Franco-Italo film “I Had ison 
area nade this fall in Ital x 
‘ stage director . y 
Klein here to start work on new 


ada 
legit adaptation of “Maedchen Ein 


Peter Ustinov, over from Lon-' Sco 


ub. 

Ben Yost's Colleens and The 
Hightowers held a second week at 
Amato’s Supper Club. 

“Guys and Dolls” completed a 
week’s date at the Auditorium last 
week for William Duggan. 

Galli Galli, Johnny O'Dell & 
Jackie and Frances Sullivan Danc- 
ers at Amato’s Supper Club. 

Mayfair Theatre to get complete 
facelifiing. House will home for 





legits an equipped with. cinema- 


day for 25 boys in commemoration 


Wrightson and Vagabonds. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal ¥V. Cohen 

T. C. Jones took off for San 
Francisco and six-week date at the 
Biege Room. aay 

The Howdy Doody troupe coming 
to Kennywood Park Sunday (7) for 
one-day stand. 

George Claire and George Ar- 
nold put tegether new chorus line 
at the Carousel. 

Al Morgan, who hasn't played 
here in some time, and the Twin) 
Coaches closed a deal. 

G. Bland Hoke, boss of Bedford 


| Springs Hotel, took over operation | 
|of the Princeton, N. J 


Sylvia Karlton doing outdoor | 
opera at St. Louis Muny in addi- 
tion to “Music in Air” here. 


Sammy Walsh stayed over to | 


;play a week at Copa with Four 


Lads before going back to Miami. 

Joan Pastin, local TV femme who | 
won an RKO contest, in Hollywood 
doing small role in “Son of Sin-| 


of the 25th anni honors accorded | pad 


him. He asked the London Varie- | 
ty Club to set arrangements. 

Folies Bergere revue, “Paris to} 
Piccadilly,” which stars Norman | 


| Wisdom, celebrated its 700th per- |! 


formance last Wednesday (27), hav- | 
ing played twice nightly at the| 
Prince of Wales since April 12 last | 
ear. 
r When it chalked up its 650th | 
performance last week, the London | 
edition of “South Pacific’ moved 
into third place in the list of long- 
runs at the Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane. Top honors are held by 
“Oklahoma” and “Rose Marie.” 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Mike Bananas, former fight 
manager, is the new owner of the 
Surf Club, midtown spot. 

John Hammond taking over 
management of Paul Quinichette, 
whose combo is currently at Blue 
Note. 

Joe Franks, theatre treasurer and | 
boxoffice man, in Fitzgerald-Mercy 
hospital, Darby, Pa., for second} 
operation. 

Matthea Schwab, captain of the} 
Lindsay-Sapphire line at Latin 
Casino, broke her ankle on way to 
work May 27. 

Harry L. Sokol’s imported Span- 
ish troupe, slated for the Academy 
of Music June 6, will be concert 
hall’s closing attraction of season. 

Booking agents Arthur and 
— Phillips celebrate their eighth 
anni as operators of Lexington 
Casino, big Roosevelt Blvd. nitery 
Thursday (4), 








By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Lana Turner sunning in Capri. 

Ralph Serpe, of N. Y. IFE, here 
on business. ‘ 

Lex Barker signed to do some 
pictures in Italy. 

William Schorr, producer, and 
actors Anthony Quinn and Kirk 
Louglas here to make Italo-Amer- 
ican co-production, “Ulysses.” 

Tyrone .and Linda Christian 
Power, who went to the Italian lake 
district for a rest, will return to 
Rome before leaving for U. S. 

UA’s Bud Ornstein showing city 
to Rae Cocking, Australian thrush 
who won the Melba contest in con- 
nection with pic, “Melba,” includ- 
itt date at Open Gate 

ub. 


Cleveland 


By Gienn C. Pullen 

Wally Griffin, singing pianist, 
back at Hollenden Vogue Room for 
third visit. 

Three Marvelites, after winter 
tour, returned home to Ridgewood 
Club for summer, 

Three Suns due tomorrow at 
Sky-Way Club for two weeks, re- 
placing Modernaires. 

Marvin Kline again made man- 
, aging director of Cain Park’s 3,000- 
seat Open-air strawhatter. 

Eddie Ryan took leave of ab- 
sence from Frankie Strasek’s orch 
here to rejoin Ray Anthony's band 
in New York as pianist. 

Norman Knuth’'s_ Starlighters 
from WGAR succeeded Sammy 
Watkins’ orch at Statler Terrace 
Room. Watkins goes Statler in 
Washington, D. C 





of “Wonderful Town” in New York, 
and Joanna Roos, co-authors of 
“Golden Ladder,” expected here to 
see their new musical show given 








| mount’s 


Lehman Engel, ‘musical director | k 





tryout by Karamu Players. ‘Both 


ad. 


e | 
Lima, Peru | 
By Nelson Alfredo, Lopez 

Chariton Heston and _e wife, 
Lydia Clarke, planed in from Hol- 
lywood. Heston stars in Para-| 
“Inca Legend” which | 
Joey Hopper is directing in Peruvi- 
an .locale at 400-year-old Cuzco 
capital of the Inca Empire. A|} 
Paramount crew has been in loca- | 
tion there for over two weeks. Hes- | 
ton returns to the U. S. this week. | 

On the heels of the failure of | 
“Bwana Devil,” WB is having a/} 
time plugging “Wax Museum,” its) 
3-Der scheduled for early June at | 
the Central. 

Hawaii, one of the few niteries | 
open during these off-season | 
months, premiered Ginette, a| 
French stripper. Alma Ledesma, | 


ja Latin bolero singer, and rumba | 
| dancer, La Tropicana, complete the | 
| bill. 


Embassy, Bon Gout, and E1 | 
Penguino are the only three other | 
boites operating in Lima. Latter | 
is having trouble with musicians | 
who claim management owes them | 
back salaries. The Bolivar Grill, | 
swankiest bistro in town, features | 
a Cuban band but no show. 

Los Robots and Los Persas have | 
just opened the amateur theatre | 
season at the Teatro Segura and 
Teatro AAA, respectively. Per- 
formers are local stock companies 
under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Education. 

Tin Tan, Mexican film comedian 
very popular with Latin films, tour- 
ing south-of-Mexico countries. 

ack Russell, personable chap 
from Cincinnati, ed as “The Yo- 
Yo King,” is making a rather suc- 
cessful junket in Latin countries 
appearing at children’s matinees, 
school festivals and the like with 
his yo-yo stunts of which he claims 
to know 150 different ones. Goes 
big with kids and some adults as 
gadget is comparatively new here- 
abouts. Gimmick is sale of his 
“Duncan” yo-yo at movie lobbies 
and novelty stores around town. 


Athens 


By Irene Velissariou 

Katina Paxinou repeating “Elec- 
tra’’ at National Theatre. 

Zoe Viahopoulou off to Belgrade 
for a series of recitals there. 

The Belgrade Folk Ballet in from | 
Tel Aviv for Kentrikon engage- 
ment. 

Singer Rena Garyfallaki in from 
Soave after a successful tour in 

aly. 

Elli Labetti, Georges Pappas and 
Dimitri Horn in “Liebelie” at the 
Kyvelia Theatre. 

Metropolitan Ballerina Marina 
Svetlova here for three perform- 
ances at the Kentrikon. 

Screen director Georges Tzavel- 
las off to Egypt to see locations and 
studio there for his next film. 


Omaha 


By Glenn. Trump 

Hugo Players again touring state. 

Ak-Sar-Ben’s fifth annual. Square 
Dance Festival lured 2.500 dancers 
from six states. 

Victoria Troupe from. England| 
and Patine and Rosa, heading All-| 
Star Circus touring “Nebraska. | 

Madalyn King (ex-Miss Omaha) 
of 1947) off on nightclub dates 
in Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alas- 








a. 

Omaha's oldest show people, Mr. 
and M#s. George Hirschhorn, cele- 
brated their 55th anni this month. 
He was a contortionist; she a Sw 
yodeler in Vaude years ago. ; 





Inn. i] 


Mona Freeman to 
visit her mother. 


Donna Lee Hickey chan 
film name to May Wynn. OFF hee 
Nat (King) Cole hospitalized 
again with bleeding ulcers. 
Steve Goodman east to 
story material for Republic. 
Jack Haley heading a vaude 
troupe on tour of Air Force bases 
William Periberg east on a three. 
month tour to bally “Little Boy 


Lost.” 
in Stockton to 


Baltimore to 
Scout 


Jeff Chandler 
boost the Bonds for Israel cam- 
paign. 

Jack Entratter here to scout tal- 
ent for the Sands Hotel in Las 
Vegas. 

Carmelita Lopez and Sidney Mil- 
er announced their engagement. 

Charles Chaplin’s yacht, Panacea, 
bought by Enrique Schondube of 
Mexico. 

Sportscaster Sam Balter left for 
Europe with the Harlem Globe- 
trotters. 

Mala Power to Chicago to plug 
Republic’s “City That Never 
Sleeps.” 

Guy Mitchell wearing crutches 
after an accident on the “Red 
Garters” set. 

George Jessel will emcee 
Cerebral Palsy 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Bette Davis had her household 
furniture moved from Hollywood 
to Windham, Me. 

Jacqueline Duval 
interlocutory decree 
from David Sher. 

Jeff Hunter and Constance Smith 
to Singapore to open New Odeon 
for its owner, Loke Wan Tho. 

Jimmy McHugh’s “Comin’ In on 
a Wing and a Prayer” adopted as 
official song of the Beverly Hills 
American Legion Post. 


Chicago 

Vie Wilmot and Jack McGuire last 
week joined the Chi Variety staff. 

McConkey Artists Corp. _ last 
week moved offices to Congress 
Hotel. 

Debbie Reynolds starts summer 
season at Salt Creek strawhatter 
June 5. 

Bernie Lang and Cy Kirtman in 
town for Johnnie Ray’s Chicago 
Theatre opening. 

B&K has copped United Artists’ 
3-D film, “I, the Jury,” for show- 
ing late in June. 

Tenthouse Theatre, Highland 
Park, opens June 5 with showing 
of “Second Man.” 

Irv Kupcinet, Sun-Times colum- 
nist, off to Europe immediately 
after completing his 28-hour WBKB 
telethon. 

Sidney Carroll, husband of fea- 
tured ever June Carroll, now in 


the 
fund telethon in 


received her 
of divorce 


“New Faces,” signed by Alexander 
— to do original script for Alan 
e - 


Archie Robbins planed in for 
five-day stay at Chez Paree, sub- 
bing for Jack E. Leonard who 
opened at the Riviera, N. Y., yes- 
terday (Tues.). 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Philip Greene named director of 
sports fot Radio Eireann. 

Struan Robertson reviving Victor 
Rietti’s “To Live in Peace” at Oriel 
Theatre, Dundalk. ‘ 

Longford Productions will revive 
Tchekov’s “The Cherry Orchard 
at Dublin Gate this Summer. 

Bill Fuller, owner of several 
Dublin dance halls, currently on 
biz trip to U. S. where he’s gander- 
ing name bands. : 

Edgar Bergen doing location 
shots here on the Charlie McCarthy 
film, “From Little Acorns.” He is 
set for next week at Theatre Royal, 


Dublin. 
Memphis 


By Matty Brescia : 

Edwin Howard, Press-Scimitar 
amusements editor, making rounds 
of Hollywood lots. 

_ Roscoe Ates and Marilyn Monroe 
in Little Rock last week to hype 
the March of Dimes promotion. 

Jay Black, Mid-South sportscast- 
er, now programming and direct- 
iag the daily sports sked for 
WHHM, Memphis indie. 

Bill Killebrew, artist on Hartooa 
Time over WMCT, touring Ala- 
bama, Arkansas, Louisana and 
Tennessee with his board and 
crayons. 

Bill Keller, prexy of the Bee 
Rivers’ stations, here looking for 
a site to house combined AM and 
TV operations of KWEM, West 
Memphis and Memphis. 








Ge te, SE 2 tet pid, eae a | etl ob 


>> —w am an 


~~ A me, 








io. 


froin 
h a 
25th 
re to 
1 her 
alized 
scout 


vaude 
Ses, 

three. 
: Boy 


mn to 
cam- 


ut tal- 
hn Las 


y Mil- 
ment, 
nacea, 
ibe of 


oft for 
Globe- 


0 plug 
Never 


utches 
“Red 


2e the 
10n in 


isehold 
lywood 


ed her 
divorce 


» Smith 
Odeon 


pted as 
ly Hills 


uire last 
ry staff. 
p. . last 
‘ongress 


summer 
\whatter 


tman in 
Chicago 


Artists’ 
yr show- 


Jighland 
showing 


s colum- 
r1ediately 
ir WBKB 


| of fea- 
, now in 
lexander 
for Alan 


| in for 
ree, sub- 
ard who 
YX. ye 


ey 
irector of 


ing Victor 
- c. Oriel 


vill revive 
Orchard” 
mer. 

f several 
rently on 


"s gander- 


location 


McC 
1s.” He is 
tre Royal, 








Wednesday, June 3, 1953 


VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 


ALBERT SPALDING 

Albert Spalding, 64, violinist and 
composer, died May 26 in N.Y. of 
a cerebral hemorrhage. Spalding 
made his protessional debut in 
Paris in 1905 at the age of 16 and 
three years later his Gotham bow 
with the N.Y. Symphony orch 
under Walter Damrosch. 

The son of J. Walter Spalding, 
co-founder of A. C. Spalding & 
Bros., sporting goods company, the 
violinist made his last concert ap- 


pearance in 1950 at Lewisohn Sta-| 
dium, N.Y. Spalding, incidentally, | 


had been a director in his father’s 
firm, although not very active in 
its operations. 

One of the few American violin- 
ists to attain a worldwide reputa- 
tion, he was creuited with earning 
more than $2,000,000 by 1941, al- 
most 10 years before his retire- 
ment. His mother, Marie Boardman 
Spalding, had run a music salon in 
Florence, Italy, for several years. 

In addition to playing the violin, 
Spalding had composed about 60 


MRS. JOHN CHRISTIE 

Mrs. John Christie, 52, former 
opera singer and co-founder of the 
annual opera festival at Glynde- 
bourne in Sussex, England, died 
May 30 in London. With her hus- 
band, whom she married in 1931, 
| she converted part of the grounds 
| of their Tudor mansion into an 
| open-air stage and specialized in 
| Mozart operas. Forthcoming Glyn- 
| debourne Festival, which began in 
1934, will open Sunday (7) as origi- 
nally announced. 

Before’ her marriage, 
Christie as Audrey Mildmay, sang 
with the Carl Rosa Opera Co. In 





| 1927-28 she toured the U. S. and | 


| Canada in “The Beggar’s Opera.” 
|Mrs. Christie was credited with 


"Em 

t »’ “Bring on the Girls,” 
“Of Thee I Sing,” “Porgy & Bess,” 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” 
“Junior Miss” and “Tomorrow the 
World.” Following World War II 
Woolf received the Legion of Merit 
for his work with the USO in 
Japan and Germany. 

Vife and daughter survive. 


JOHN O’NEILL, JR. 
John O'Neill, Jr., 65, who per- 
formed with two brothers in vaude 


rformed in included “Let 
Cake.”’ - s 


as Fay, Elkins & Fay, died May 31 | 
Trio made | 


in Bridgeport, Conn. 
their last appearance in 1932 in an 





Mrs. | 


“Old Home Week” program. 
played vaude houses both in the 
U. S. and abroad for about 25 
years. 

Brothers, Frederick and Joseph, 
survive. 





ARTHUR C. ANDERSON 


Arthur C. Anderson, 62, head 


| having been i..strumental in push- | boxoffice man at Madison Square 


ling the idea of holding an annual 
| musical festival in Edinburgh. 

|. Husband, a son and a daughter 
| survive, 





MRS. ELEANORE PELIKAN 
Mrs. Eleanore (Nellie) Pelikan. 


works for that instrument, 25 for | onetime circus trapeze performer, 


piano, 30 for voice and four each | 


for chamber music and full orch. 
In 1940 he appeared on a network 
radio show as emcee and violinist. 
He was the only American violinist 
to play in La Scala at Milan. 

Spalding authored two _ books, 
“Rise to Follow,” his autobigraphy, 
and “A Fiddie, a Sword, and a 
Lady.” During World War I he 
gave up more than $35,000 worth 
of concert commitments to enlist in 
the Army Aviation Corps. In World 
War II he served in Italy with the 
psychological warfare branch of 
the Allied forces. 

Wife and a brother survive. 





MAN MOUNTAIN DEAN 
Frank S. Leavitt, 63, onetime 
wrestler known as Man Mountain 
Dean, died May 29 at his home in 
Norcross, Ga. Besides wrestling, 
he had been a film actor, football 


In Loving Memory 
of 


Harold Rodner 


Humanitarian and 
Devoted Husband 


June 3, 1952 
Betty Rodner 


player, soldier, bodyguard and 
politician. Leavitt, who began 
wrestling in N. Y. in 1916, was 
originally tagged “Hell's Kitchen 
Hill-Billy” by Damon Runyon. 
Later an Atlanta’ sportswriter 
dubbed him “Stone Mountain 
Leavitt.” He finally wound up 
with the Man Mountain Dean 
label. In 1937, after 31 years of 
wrestling, he announced that :he 
was through with the sport. How- 
ever, he made a few mat appear- 
ances in ensuing years. 

He wrestled in 6,783 matches 
and at his peak drew from $500- 
$1,500 for an engagement. Leavitt 
had appeared in 34 films and 
doubled for Charles Laughton in 
‘Henry VIII.” He ran fer Georgia 
Congressman two years ago, but 
was defeated. He also ran unsuc- 
cessfully for the Legislature. 

Wife survives. 





_. RICHARD ROSSON 
Richard Rossen, 60, film direc- 
tor, was found dead of carbon 
monoxide poisoning May 31 in his 
tac in Los Angeles. Police listed 
it_a suicide. Body was found by 
his wife, Vera, who told detectives 
that her husband had been in ill 
health for about a year after con- 
tracting a tropical disease while 

on location in South Africa. 
Rosson, who began his film career 
in 1914, had been a director for 


Universal, Paramount, 20th-Fox 
and Metro. Films megged by him 
included “The Wizard,” “West 


Point of the Air,” “Come and Get 
I.” 5x Hideaway” and “Corvette 
K-225." Rosson and his wife had 
been interned by the Nazis in 1939 
for 30 days on a charge of photo- 
graphing military objects in Aus- 


b Surviving are wife and two 
rothers, Harold, Metro camera- 
army and onetime husband of the 
ate Jean Harlow, and Arthur, an 
indie pie director. 


CHARLES T. GORMAN 
hee narles T. Gorman, 41, a stage- 
pane at the Harris Theatre, Pitts- 
eh, died May 25 in that city 
— falling 25 feet from a scaf- 
a while preparing the house for 


died May 19 in ilwaukee. 
half flange, using a leather hand- 
grip and shoulder pivot for body 
spinning. 

Born in Bohemia, Mrs. Pelikan 
was the mother of the late Ringling 
aerialist, Lillian Leitzel. She re- 
tired in Berlin at the age of 54 and 
then resided in Czechoslovakia un- 
til returning to the U.S., following 
World War II. Mrs. Pelikan spent 
40 years touring with circuses in 
the U.S., Sweden, Poland, Ireland, 
England and Germany. 


school system, survives. 





CLAUDIA CARLSTEDT 

Mrs. Claudia Carlstedt Kistler, 
onetime legit actress who retired 
about 20 years ago, died May 30 at 
her home in Mattituck, L. I. She 
had been known as “The Girl in 
Red Tights” in Reginald de Kov- 
en’s “The Mandarin.” She had 
also appeared.in Victor Herbert's 
“The Wizard of the Nile” and “The 





| 


} 


| system, from 1 


Idol’s Eye” and in ax Rein- 
hardt’s “The Miracle.” Her last 
performance was in “Big Hearted 
Herbert.” She had been married 
to Albert Gallatin Wheeler, Jr., 
son of the multi-millionaire build- 
er of the Chicago freight tunnel 
8 to 1923. The 
marriage ended in divorce. 
Husband and a brother survive. 


GEORGE BARNES 





cameraman who won an Academy 
Award for his photography in 
“Rebecca” in 1940 died May 30 in 
Hollywood from complications re- 
sulting from abdominal surgery.” A 
cameraman for 35 years, he won 
the Hollywood Foreign Correspond- 
ents award this year for his work 
on “The Greatest Show on Earth.” 
He had been married seven times. 
His wives included Joan Blondell, 
his fourth, and dancer Betty Wood, 
his fifth. 

Wife, the former Margaret At- 
kinson two sons and two daugh- 
ters by previous marriages; and 
two stepsons and a stepdaughter 
survive. 


T. BLAIR WALLACE 

T. Blair Wallace, 31, account ex- 
ecutive for Walker-Downing and 
a radio and TV contiruity aide with 
that ad agency, died in Pittsburgh 
May 27. Wallace joined Walker- 
Downing shortly after graduating 
from Penn State College in 1942 
and lately had supervised the ad- 
vertising of several big companies 
in the tri-state area. He had been 
active in the Duquesne Brewing 
Co.’s weekly TV musical program, 
“Show Time,” which had nearly a 
two-year run on WDTV and was 
long considered the top local tele 
production in Pittsburgh. . 

Survived by his wife and a son. 





HENRY A. MACK 
Henry A. (Heinie) Mack, 43, 


studio pianist at WEWS-TV, Cleve- 
land, who had his own program, 
died in Cleveland of pneumonia 
May 28. He had been te1imed with 
organist Crandall Henderson ina 
tri-weekly TV show, “Twenty 
Fingers,” for the last three years. 
He formerly was pianist for Emer- 
son Gill, George Williams and 
Frank Strasek bands. During 
World War II, while serving on an 
aircraft carrier, he was severely 
wounded that he never fully re- 
covered from his injuries. 

Survived by wife, parents, two 
sisters and brother. 


HAROLD WOOLF 
Harold Woolf, 73, vet legit actor, 
died May 27 in Yonkers, N.Y. He 
made his initial stage sepeereace 
in 1900 with the Anna Held Co. and 
from 1913 to 1921 toured vaude 








houses with his own act. Plays he 


George S. Barnes, 60, Hollywood. 


| N. Y., for 20 years until 
is 


retirement last September, 


| died May 27 in Hackensack, N. J. 


| He was known as 


She | 
| had invented the so-called gigantic | 


A son, Alfred G. Pelikan, art ai-| 
rector of the Milwaukee public |ist at the Fox Midwest Illinois, 


“Andy” to 
| humerous friends and acquaint- 
| ances in sports and theatrical cir- 


cles. 





NELSON BRABROOK 
Nelson Brabrook, 55, who had 
| been a first trumpeter in Sousa’s 
| Band and made a worldwide tour 
| with the orch, died May 31 in the 
| Bronx, N. Y. 

A sister survives. 





Manuel Rivera, 65, founder in 
1918 of the Mexican Theatrical 
Federation, died at his home in 
Mexico City recently. At the time 
of his death he headed the Mexican 
| theatre prompters union. 








Elisha A. Brown, 58, projection- 


Jacksonville, ill., for 24 years, died 
in that city May 12. He was busi- 
ness agent for IATSE Local 658 for 
many years. 





William Gerson, former mana- 
ger of the commissary at Univer- 
sal, died May 23 in Hollywood 


after a cerebral hemorrhage. Sur- | 


vived by a son, daughter and seven 
brothers and sisters. 





Mrs. Alice (Long). Pettigrew, 36. 
pianist in Keny Ehrsam’s orch, 
died in Toledo May 24. She had 
been with the orch six years. Hus- 
band, son and daughter survive. 


Samuel J. Grodnick, 68, stage 
manager for the Minneapolis 
symphony orch from 1904 to 1946, 
died at his Minneapolis home re- 
cently. Wife survives. 


Donald V. Hartsell, 49, operator 
of a restaurant and supper club in 
Kirksville, Mo., was killed in an 
auto accident near Lovilia, Ia., 
May 23. 











William H. Schachel, director of | 


the Kiwanis band, Frankfurt, Ger- 
many, since its inception 25 years 
ago, died May 26 in Frankfurt. 


Patrick Leo Garvey, stage door- 
man for many years at the Morosco 
Theatre, New York, died in N.Y. 
May 28. 


Mrs. Mary A. Spangler Hewitt, 
mezzo-soprano, died of a heart ail- 
ment May 23 in St. Louis. Husband, 
two daughters and a son survive. 


Wesley C. Hyten, 56, Paramount 
sound technician, died March 22 
in Hollywood. 


Brother of George Karsch, for- 
mer head of the Lead Belt Amus. 
Co., died in Flat River, Mo. May 18. 


Father, 78, of Albert Hay Malot- 
os, compen. died May 26 in Holly- 
w 

















Francis W. Graham, 55, manager 
of Eastman Kodak Stores, Inc., Los 
Angeles, died May 18 in L.A. 


James Fraser, 80, cinema man- 
ager, was drowned in River Ericht. 
near Blairgowrie, £ cotland, May 21. 


Charles J. Hromatka, 67, motion 
tion picture studio musician, died 
May 27 at his hore in Los Angeles. 


Father of Claire James, screen 











actress, died May 23 in Hollywood. | 





John Crozier, 90, musician, died 
in Kirkcowan, Scotland, May 21. 


Mother of Doris Lloyd, actress, 
died May 23 in Hollywood. 


Carra To Pleasant Mills 
Pleasant Mills, N. J., June 2. 
‘Lawrence Carra, former producer 
of “Pulitzer Prize Playhouse, 
takes a temporary hiatus from tele 
to return to legit. .- 
Carra, earlier director of the 
department at Carnegie 
Tech, has been named resident di- 
rector of Ada Fenno and Gianni 











Pitale’s Mill Playhouse here. 


Act | 


MARRIAGES 


Nancy Simons to Frederick B. 
Jones, Hillside Heights, L. I., May 
30. Bride is the daughter of M. L. 
(Mike) Simons, of Metro’s sales de- 
partment. 

Bob Keith to Elsa Synnove 
Lunde, San Francisco, May 30. 
Groom is KRON-TV floor man. 

Ruth H. Kerr to Dick Fortune. 
Pittsburgh, May 27. Groom is pub- 
licity director for WDTV. 

Roseanne Feinberg to Herbert 
M. Solomon, May 24, Pittsburgh. 
Bride was with Associated Thea- 
tres circuit in Pitt; groom works 
bey Sportsmen's concessionaire out- 
| fit. 





| Alice Holmes to Homer Dodge 
Caine, Aurora, Ill, May 29. Bride 
is an ABC staffer; groom is a plat- 
|ter spinner at ABC in Chicago. 
| Betty Underwood to Lester 
| Deutsch, Santa Monica, Cal., May 
27. Bride is a screen actress. 
Camille Davied to Marc A. Rose, 
N. Y., May 22. Bride is exec edi- 
tor of McCall’s mag: he’s senior 
|editor of Reader’s Digest. 
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| he looks like one but because he 
| specializes in gypsy music, gets en- 
thusiastic reception. His work con- 


ins New Acts | | 


' taste.” Giffen said. 


' 
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ing good taste or preventing the 
lapse of it, both Ralph Giffen, who 
directs the WOR-TV camera crew 
at Ebbets Field, and Jack Murphy, 
who directs the WPIX operations 
from Yankee Statdium and the 
Polo Grounds, were in agreement. 
They declared they've laid down 
certain preventive policies, that the 
only censorship involved is self- 
imposed in the interests of good 
taste. 
Seif-Censorship Best 

According to Giffen, WOR-TV 
brass a couple of years ago decided 
as a standing policy that cameras 
were not to take closeups of play- 
ers involved in a controversy in 
the dugout or on the field. Cameras 


| do focus on a player entering the 


dugout after a homer, and cameras 


jrove the dugout during a lapse in 


sists mainly in alternating sounds | 


as tenuous as a spider’s thread with 
wild sarabands ending in dazzling 
| fireworks. i 
itacular in “The Nightingale,” 
| where his grace-notes imitate this 


action, but not during a period 
when the players might be involved 
in embarrassing acts. “It’s all a 
question of judgment and good 


Murphy pointed out that Arthur 
Susskind, Jr., associate director 
of the telecasts on WPIX, sits in 
the press box and is in constant 
contact via a headset with the di- 


irector downstairs, helping him to 


His style is quite spec- | 


bird’s singing; he is captivating in | 


“Night Bells,” in which he displays 
a remarkable mastery of harmonics 
| while playing with the sordine, and 
'his medley of Roumanian airs is 
whimsical and socko. 
| Ballaban would add more local 
|color to his act if he were appear- 


edit the pictures. Together, he and 
Murphy make on-the-spot decisions 
on any questionable shots. 
Furthermore, field microphones 
are tuned low, so as not to pick up 
embarrassing comment. Any dug- 
out shots are wide-angled, with no 
detail, Murphy said. Finally, cam- 


| eras show no persons being hit by 


j}ing in a gypsy costume instead of | 


| the classical concert dress. At the 


| piano, Germain Gosselin, orch di- | 


|rector, gives him fine support. 
Ren. 

| JANIE FORD 

| Songs 

| 15 Mins. 

| Ruby Foo’s, Mentreal 

Redhaired Janie Ford, a new- 

‘comer to the local boites, 

good as a standard chirper on any 

cafe bill. Gal is of medium height, 

neatly groomed without any of the 

obvious theatrical 


| 
| ing, straightforward manner. 

| Teeing off with “Who Cares,” she 
| changes pace easily to “Where Is 
|Your Heart,” from “Moulin Rouge,” 
| and then tried her hand at a jump 


| tune to an okay reception. Encor- | 
|ing a set of two, she sounds best | 


with a bouncy version of “Side by 
Side” as a begoff. . 
Miss Ford has the personality 
and piping for good possibilities as 
a single in the nitery biz but needs 
a more original song selection to 
get her over the hump. An oc- 
casional. special material item 
wouldn’t hurt and better arrange- 
ments on the routine ballad c 
are needed to get her out of the 
average slot. Newt. 


ANGELINA VASQUEZ 
Flamenco 





15 Mins. 
Chateau Madrid, N. Y. : 
Angelina Vasquez brings to 
nitery audiences a frequentiy ex- 
citing brand of flamenco song and 
dance. Her numbers have a fine 
folk quality, especially in native 
numbers like the farruca and 
bulerias. Her voice is vigorous 
and frequently hits frenzied pitch 
and the majority of her terp rou- 
tines have a strong ethnic strain. 
Miss Vasquez, on night caught, 
provided a of contrast to the 
folk terps b doing De, Falla’s 
“Ritual Fire Dance.” In relation 
to her other numbers, this section 


seemed contrived and artificial 
when compared to the robust and 
floor pun g folk stanza. 


At this point, Miss Vasquez cer- 
‘tainly has enough for ¢afe, especial- 
ly ose with Latin followings. 
She could build up to concert 
| status. Her husband fronts the 
| band for her. Jose. 


VICKI MILLS 

| Songs 

| 10 Mins. 

| Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

Vicki Mills, a neweomer.to show 
| biz, looks like a promising addi- 
tion. She’s fresh looking, pipes 
are well groomed and she has a 
youthful charm that should get 
her out of tight spots. 

Miss Mills, playing her first pro 
date at the Chateau Madrid, shows 
a well-disciplined voice that hit 
firie mittin on “I Believe,” 
“Night and Day” and “What Every 
Girl Should Know.” She shows a 
naivete in presentation, which is 
somewhat disarming at this point 
and adds a mite to her essential 
freshness. Miss Mills looks like 
she'll work out well with further 
experience. With a few playdates 
}to iron out her rough spots and 
gvs hér more assurance, she could 

hitting prime stands. Jose. 
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a ball and no persons carried from 
the park. 


Wall St. Broker 


Continued from page 3 














The study represents one of the 
strongest recommendations for AB- 
PT. from a Wall Street source in 


looks | some time. 


Lurie’s appraisal, thoroughly up- 


| beat also on theatre business in 


| general, lias it that ° 
boosters and | whether the reason be air-condi- 
gets off a fair songalog in a pleas- tioning or the fact hat better TV 


rrespective of 


| programs will be off the air, a 
| strong seasonal boxoffice upturn 
| starts in July... Even if 3-D’s charm 
|is only novelty appeal, it’s bringing 
the public back. into the theatres. 
It's ‘free’ advertising, which is 
stimulating a lost interest. And any- 
| thing that reverses a tide, which 
cut attendance 44% between 1946 
and 1953, is bullish.” 

Lurie also is high on the radio- 
TV end of the AB-PT, visualizing 
American Broadcasting “not as a 
direct competitor of NBC and CBS, 
but as the Universal Pictures of 
television — the company which 
supplies the ‘bread and butter’ pro- 
grams. More immediately, the ABC 
chain should more than carry its 
share of the corporate load next 
year.” 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Abrams, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 25. 
Mother is Regina Peterson, accor- 
dionist; father manages the Car- 
nival Lounge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Johnson, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 26. 
Mother is former WDTV traffic 
manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Palsa, son, 
Pittsburgh, May 26. Father is on 
the Nixon Theatre staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wait, son, 
May 27, Chicago. Father is a writ- 
er on “Welcome Travelers” radio- 
TV programs. 

r. and Mrs. Norman Lougee, 
son, Chicago, May 22. Father is 
salesman for 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Paris, son, 
Los Angeles, May 26. Father is 
assistant director at KNX. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Montgomery. 
son, Burbank, Cal., May 21. Father 
is an actor. 

Mr and Mrs. Seymour Berns, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 22. 
Father is a TY director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Elleson, 
daughter, San Francisco, May 23. 
Father is KRON-TV program di- 
rector. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe _ Bleeden, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 22. 
Father is a publicist at NBC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Donovan, 
daughter, N.Y., May 20. Mother is 
Marie Phillips, legit-TV actress; 
father is a CBS-TV associate di- 
rector. 

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Czykor, 
son, Hollywood. June 1. Mother 
is screen and TV actress Barbara 
Britton, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry § Raker, 
daughter, May 30, Wilkes-Barre, 





Pa. Father is an assistant direc- 
tor at WPIX, N. Y. 


te, 











VARIETY | Meteora ene 51858 





BECAUSE | PLAY BOSTON DURING LENT 
AND MIAMI IN AUGUST—HERE ARE MY 
THANKSGIVING LETTERS IN JUNE!... 





































Confidential to VIC DAMONE: 
Thanks for everything, Don’t 


worry, where | go—you goll 
‘ad e& 


Management Counsel 


GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG & VALLON 
RKO Bidg., Radio City, New York 





















